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From the Pastor’s Pen 

We at this moment are at a point of grave national danger.  And what is that danger?  It’s found in Psalm 

80:12, “Why have You broken down its walls so that all who pass by pick its fruit.”  God put a hedge 
around Israel, but then God broke the hedge.  Likewise, God has built a hedge around America, but the 
hedge, I’m afraid, has been taken away.  Did you know the Bible teaches about a doctrine of hedges in the 
book of Job?  Satan could hardly wait to get his hands on Job.  He told God that the only reason Job served 
Him was because He protected and prospered him.  To paraphrase, Satan said, “I can’t get to Job.  Every 
time I try to get to him, I run into that hedge You built around him.  Let me at him.  I’ll show You what he really 
thinks of You.”  You see, there is a hedge around the believer.  And Satan knows about it.  You have a hedge 
of protection around you if you are a child of God.  And Satan cannot get through that hedge without God al-
lowing him.  What is the result of God taking down the hedge?  Well, there are three dangers after the hedge 
is removed.  (1) External Danger.  America’s resources are being stripped away.  People are picking from its 
vineyard.  For instance, some of our nuclear secrets have been plucked out of national security by foreign 
countries where we have had diplomatic and trade relations.  Trade secrets are stolen, as well.  No longer sa-
cred to the trusts of corporate America, our ideas, patents, and more are being siphoned away to other na-
tions.  And not only is our national security being compromised, our national resources are crumbling away 
because other countries can provide goods and services cheaper.  (2) Internal Danger.  Psalm 80:13 says, 
“The boar from the forest gnaws at it, and creatures of the field feed on it.”  A hog not only eats the fruit, 
but he also wants the root, as well.  Something is happening in America that is very “un-American.”  We have 
become a nation riddled with every vile form of immorality and corruption.  We become a nation that accepts 
the sin of homosexuality as an alternative lifestyle.  Transgenderism is becoming the norm.  Our SCOTUS le-
galized homosexual marriage in 2015.  We allow the murder of hundreds of thousands of babies each year 

through the process of abortion.  We have become a nation that wants to give certain people special rights 
just because of the color of their skin (CRT).  Bibles are not allowed to be handed out by the Gideons in our 
public schools anymore, because it might offend someone.  Then we sit back and ask God to “Bless America.”  
We need to be on our hands and knees crying out to God to forgive us of our sins!  (3) Eternal Danger.  We 
read in Psalm 80:14-16, “Return, God of hosts.  Look down from heaven and see; take care of the vine, 
the root Your right hand has planted, the shoot that You made strong for Yourself.  It was cut down 
and burned up; they perish at the rebuke of Your countenance.”  It is God Himself that makes us strong.  
And yet, it is also God Who will bring judgment.  According to verse 16, His judgment is like an ax which will 
be laid to the root of the tree and like a consuming fire.  And that’s what’s happening in America.  The battle 
ax of God’s judgment is being laid to the root of the tree.  And yet, He is our only hope!  God is America’s only 
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Please help us update our information for your pre-
ferred method to receive the monthly newsletter. This 
can be sent via email or US mail.  Let us know your 
preference and help us confirm the email or  postal 
address for your family. 

Pray for These People Groups that IMB 
Missionaries are Reaching Out To: 

 Aug. 1:    Brunei Malay of Brunei 

 Aug. 8:    Hungarians of France 

 Aug. 15:  Garo of Bangladesh 

 Aug. 22:  Semnani of Iran 

 Aug. 29:  Jews of London 

Prayer list for NAMB missionaries           

Aug. 1:    Derek and Kristin DuVall - Church Planter - Herriman UT 

Aug. 8:    Cody and Jessica Bockelkam - Church Planter -  Monroeville PA 

Aug. 15:  Travis and Katy Cunningham - Church Planter - Rancho Cucamonga CA 

Aug. 22:  Don and Lanail Hamilton - Church Planter - Shawnee KS 

Aug. 29:  Brianna McKinney - NAMB Journeyman - Arvada CO            

Serving at Hope Campus 

South Side will be helping on Sunday, August 
29th, to prepare and serve dinner at HOPE 
Campus.  We will meet at the campus at 4:00 
and will be finished by 7:00.  There is a sign-
up sheet on the table outside the church office 
for those interested in helping in this ministry. 

 

World Changers 

South Side Baptist had the privilege of serving 
the World Changers group, “Miter Joints”, 
lunches June 29 - July 2nd.  Thank you to  
everyone who helped provide, bake, put      
together, deliver, and serve the lunches.  It 
was very much appreciated.   

 

Thank you!  Thank You!  Thank You! 

We offer a big shout out to those who have 
been keeping our church yard mowed and 
trimmed this summer!  You all have done an 
awesome job! 

Dixie Jackson State Missions 

We will be taking the Arkansas Baptist Dixie Jackson 
State Missions Offering during the month of September.  
Our church goal is $540.  Be watching for envelopes in 
our bulletins in a few weeks.  Thank you for your support 
of missions at South Side Baptist Church! 

 

Food Pantry 

Our pantry is scheduled to distribute food on the 1st and 
3rd Thursday afternoons, by  appointment. If you know of 
someone who could use some help, have them call the 
office Monday or Tuesday before those days to make an 
appointment. The pantry will be open on Aug 5th and 
19th this month.  

 

Ballman Elementary Outreach 

We will start back providing goodies for our Ballman    
Elementary Teacher’s Lounge during the month of     
September.  We still have some money left in our fund to 
provide the goodies, so we will purchase the goodies until 
we use up the money, and then start asking for classes 
and perhaps individuals to begin providing the goodies as 
we have done in the past.  I hope that you have remem-
bered to pray for our Ballman faculty, staff and children as 
they have been off for the summer.   

(Pastor)  continued from page 1……. 

hope and God is America’s biggest threat.  Satan’s web of deceit has hoodwinked many people across our 

land.  We have said to God, “We don’t want You in our schools.  We don’t want You in our courtrooms.  We 
don’t want You in our libraries.  And even some churches have said to Him, we don’t want You here either.  
You know what?  We don’t need You anymore.”  We, His people, need to rise up and proclaim the only hope 
for the people of our great nation!  That hope is found only in Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  My prayer is we 
will be the people He has called us to be.  My prayer is we will proclaim His name throughout our city, state, 
nation, and world!  It is time for His people to rise up, stand up, and speak up for people’s only hope is found 
in Jesus Christ!              
     Until next time, Keep Looking Up…Bro. Howard 



 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1 2 

Remember 
who you are, 
and Whose 

you are. 

3 4 

God loves each of us 
as if there is only one 

of us. 

Sandwiches, Chips,   
Veggies, Cake 

5 6 

Always       
respond to 

every impulse 
to pray. 

7 

8      POTLUCK  

If you were arrest-
ed for being a 

Christian, would 
there be enough 

evidence to     
convict you? 

9 10 

Faith does not 
eliminate 

questions.  But 
faith knows 

where to take 
them. 

11 

 

 

Chicken & Dumplings, 
Salad, Corn, Pie 

12 

Worrying is 
arrogant,     

because God 
knows what He 

is doing. 

13 14 

It always 
seems impos-
sible, until it’s 

done. 

15   Nominating 
Committee meeting 
after am service. 

Lord’s Supper     
in AM service. 

 

16 

God never said 
the journey 

would be easy, 
but the arrival 
will be worth-

while. 

17 18 

If you’re still trying, 
you haven’t failed. 

Pinto Beans, Corn-
bread, Oven-fried   
Potatoes, Cake 

19 20 

If you are too 
busy to pray, 

you are busier 
than God 

wants you to 
be. 

21 

22 

Religion says            
“I obey; therefore I 

am accepted.”         
Christianity says     
“I am accepted, 
therefore I obey. 

23 24 

 

Be kind when-
ever possible, 
and remember, 

it’s always 
possible. 

25 

 

 

Chicken, Broccoli 
Macaroni’n’Cheese, 
Apple Crisp 

26 

Forgiveness is 
unlocking the 

door to set 
someone free 
and realizing 
that you were 
the prisoner. 

27 28 

Worry is like a 
rocking chair.  
It will give you 
something to 
do, but it will 
accomplish 

nothing. 

29 

Hope Campus 

Volunteers meet 
there at 4:00 pm 

30 

Faith is believ-
ing BEFORE 

what will only 
make sense 

AFTER. 

31     

Date Budget   
Gifts 

Design. 
Gifts 

7-4 $3205 $110 

7-11 $2648 $120 

7-18 $2828 $46 

7-25 $2033 $137 

   

Annual Budget $196,130 

Yr./Date Needed $64,124  

Yr./Date Receipts $48,451  

+ (-) Budget ($15,673 ) 

Needed Weekly $3772 

Weekly Avg.  $2850  
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10th Ramona Goodson 

17th Mell Moss 

24th Scott Taylor 

Date Sermon 

8/1 Responding to God’s Word - Acts 17:22-23 

8/8 It’s Always Too Soon To Quit - Acts 18:9-11 

8/15 Have You Gotten What You Deserve Out of Life?            
Acts 24:25-27 

8/22 What To Do When Trouble Comes -Acts 27:13-18 

8/29 Growing Up As A Church:  We Are United in Christ, Part 1  -  
1 Corinthians 3:1-4; 18-23 

This summer we are watching  
episodes of “The Chosen”    
during the Wednesday evening   
services.  We look forward to 
you joining us for each week’s 
episode this summer. 



 

Associational Annual Meeting 

The Great Commission Baptist Association of the River 
Valley, formerly known as Concord Baptist Association, 
will have its annual meeting Sunday, August 29, at Grand 
Avenue Baptist Church in Fort Smith.  The business   
session will be at 5:00 p.m., with a meal being served, 
and the Celebration service will follow at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Hope Campus Ministry 

Hope Campus functions as a Cooling Station during the 
summer!  What does that mean?  It basically means that 
their doors are open to anyone who needs to take refuge 
from the heat.  The building is air conditioned, and there 
are water stations throughout the building for people to 
access.  In addition to that, water bottles and sunscreen 
are available to people who may need them!  If you know 
of anyone who needs a place to go during the hot weath-
er, please send them or bring them to the campus at 301 
So. E street.  If you have sunscreen and/or water you 
would like to donate, that would be of great help too. 

HOPE Campus does more than just feed the homeless.  
They give them a place to sleep, wash clothes and, 
through their community sponsors, help them find jobs, 
places to live, medical help, haircuts, etc.  The purpose of 
HOPE  Campus is to give people HOPE!! 

Nominations for 2021/2022 Beginning 

The Nominating Committee members for 2021/2022 are 
Mell Moss, Ken Overbey, Jeniffer Sears, Jo’an Short and 
Shelley Sikes.  They will be working to confirm nomina-
tions for teachers and ministry leaders for the coming 
year.  If you feel led to be involved in any ministry in our 
church, please contact one of the committee members. 

The Nominating Committee will be meeting again in the 
sanctuary on Sunday, August 1st, after the morning   
worship service. 

Shake It Off and Step Up 

Once upon a time there was a farmer who had 
an old mule  The mule fell into a deep dry well 
and began to cry loudly.  Hearing his mule cry, 
the farmer came over and assessed the situa-
tion.  The well was deep and the mule was 
heavy.  He knew it would be difficult, if not   
impossible, to lift the animal out.   

Because the mule was old and the well was 
dry, the farmer decided to bury the animal in 
the well.  In this way he could solve two prob-
lems:  put the old mule out of his misery and 
have his well filled. 

He called upon his neighbors to help him and 
they went to work.  Shovel after shovel full of 
dirt began to fall on the mule’s back.  The 
mule’s cries got louder.  Then, all of a sudden, 
the cries of the mule stopped.  Each time a 
shovel full of dirt landed on his back the mule 
would shake it off and step up.  Eventually, 
exhausted and dirty, but quite alive, the mule 
stepped over the top of the well and walked 
through the crowd.   

A great attitude.  A great way to approach life.  
Shake it off and step up.  Too often we hold on 
to what has happened to us.  We hold on to it, 
unable to shake it from our memory.  It eats 
away at us and steals our joy, happiness and 
peace of mind.  The past hurt can create    
feelings of bitterness, resentment, and anger.  
We keep allowing these emotions to be thrown 
on our backs and if we do nothing, we will be 
buried deep in the well.  Walls will be built in 
our relationships; we avoid each other and the 
cold war begins.   

But we have a choice:  keep it inside and    
embrace the hurt or shake it off and step up.  
Give it a try.  Let it go. 

Too often we nurse hurts, going over them 
time and time again.  The cure is to accept 
what has happened, try to make sense out of 
it, learn from it, then shake it off and step up.  
When you let it go you feel free and you are no 
longer buried in the well.  Once you are on 
your feet again you can take some action.  
You decide where you want to grow in life, the 
direction you want your life to take.  You      
decide whether you will allow the hurt to make 
you a bitter or a better person.  Learn from it. 
Emerge stronger.    

That’s life!  The adversities that come along to 
bury us usually have within them the potential 
to benefit and bless us!  Remember that for-
giveness - faith - prayer - praise and hope are 
excellent ways to “shake it off and step up.” 

The Lord’s Supper 

It has been a long time since we have taken the Lord’s 
Supper as a church family.  Well, good news!  We will be 
taking the Lord’s Supper on Sunday morning, August 15, 
during our morning worship service.  I hope that everyone 
will be here as we observe this Biblical ordinance together 
as a church family! 

POTLUCK! 

We invite all our church family and friends to be here on 
August 8th, after the morning  worship service, for a Pot-
luck lunch.  Help us end the summer with a time of fellow-
ship, and mark the beginning of Bro. Howard and Sherry’s 
9th year here at South Side!  Bring your favorite foods, 
and invite others to join us too! 



 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 
to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  
Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 
what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s YouTube channel! Just go to 
YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-
scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 
a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 
video. We will be putting videos of our morning preaching 
service on this channel.   

 

WEDNESDAY EVENING MENU 

August 4 

 Sandwiches, Chips, Veggies, Cake 

August 11 

Chicken & Dumplings, Salad, Corn, Pie 

August 18 

Pinto Beans, Cornbread, Oven-Fried Potatoes, Cake 

August 25 

 Chicken Strips, Mac’n’Cheese, Broccoli, Apple Crisp 

 
Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

Wed. Meal 5:00 p.m. 

 Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 


