
 

My, oh, my what a difference a month makes!  All those plans that we had, all of a sudden, came to a 
screeching halt!  How many of you today have the blues?  You are tired of being cooped up, not seeing your 
family, friends, or those from the church?  How many of you today wish that you had never heard the words 
coronavirus or COVID-19?  Research in demographics has revealed that in many cities, one of three persons 
lives alone.  Others who perhaps do not live alone may experience feelings of loneliness, nonetheless.  Some 
are lonely in a career, in a marriage, or in their stand for holiness in an unholy office.   

One of God’s most faithful servants found himself lonely and on the run.  We read in 1 Kings 18:1-19:15 
about a man by the name of Elijah.  And, if any person ever had the “blues,” Elijah did.  His experience is re-
markable.  The story line moves with excitement and intrigue.  Let’s look at it, if you will.  The first thing we 
see after Elijah had just seen God do great and mighty things on Mount Carmel in defeating the prophets of 
Baal (450) and the prophets of Asherah (400).  Elijah was feeling pretty good after all this had taken place.  
But then he received a message from Jezebel stating that she was going to take his life for what God had 
done with the prophets.  After learning of Jezebel’s displeasure and desire to have him executed, Elijah “ran 
for his life.”  Common to us today, Elijah also experienced fear, seclusion, and depression during his wander-
ings.  His refuge was to be found in isolation.  In the midst of great despair, God sent an angel to remind him 
of His presence, and to minister to him.   

I know that today you might feel isolated, lonely, and maybe even somewhat depressed.  But just remember 
this, “God is with you!”  You are never alone.  Even though Elijah ran for his life, God was right there with him.  
At our moment of greatest need, God has a way of showing Himself.  Elijah hid in a cave while God was call-
ing him to the mountain.  The choice is ours—to have a pity party in the living room of despair, or to stand in 
victory on the mountain of faith!  It is your choice!  Live in despair or live in faith!  When God inquired as to 
Elijah’s choice of the cave in which to hide and experience loneliness to the fullest, Elijah complained that he 
alone stood for holiness and suggested that his faithfulness did not warrant such punishment as he was expe-
riencing.  God revealed His power but had little dialogue with Elijah concerning his predicament.  God’s pri-
mary cure for Elijah’s ailment was to “go to the Wilderness of Damascus” and continue to stand for holiness.  
You may feel lost and alone today because of the lack of face to face meetings with people.  You may feel 
like you won’t get through this “alone” time.  Maybe, we, like Elijah, need to be reminded of our purpose in the 
world.  God told Elijah to go to the Wilderness of Damascus because He wasn’t finished with him yet.  God 
revealed the names of three others who would join him in his task.  Elijah was not alone.  You, today, are not 
alone.  You have many people lifting you up before the throne of God.  You have family and friends that love 
you and care for you.  You have a God that cares for you and cares about what happens to you.  When emo-
tions of loneliness seem to take their toll, our Lord is willing to meet us at the point of our need.  “Turn your 
eyes upon Jesus, Look full in His wonderful face, And the things of earth will grow strangely dim In the light of 
His glory and grace!”  Look unto Him, the Author and Finisher of our faith.   

 Until next time, Keep Looking Up…Bro. Howard 
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Ballman Elementary Ministry 

Thank you to everyone who has helped provide good-
ies for Ballman this year.  We have had contact from 
the principal and they seem to be doing well, although 
the teachers miss their “kids”.   

At this point, the Fort Smith schools are not scheduled 
to return to in-person classes until April 30th.  Although 
we will not be sending them monthly goodies, please 
continue in prayer for them, and all the students who 
are learning a new way to learn!   
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Attendance Giving 

Date Sunday 
School 

Morning 
Worship 

Budget   
Gifts 

Design. 
Gifts 

3-1 40 39 $3800 $146 

3-8 40 50 $4234 $523 

3-15 30 37 $1412 $265 

3-22 22 23 $4841 $137 

3-29 * * $2222 $1032 

Annual Budget $201,612 

Yr/Date Needed $201,612 

Yr/Date Receipts $177,989 

+ (-) Budget ($ 23,623) 

Needed Weekly $3878 

Weekly Avg.  $3423 2
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The National Letter Carriers Food Drive, normally in May, has 
been postponed.  We are still on their list to participate once it 
is rescheduled. Thank you to everyone who was willing to help, 
and I hope you will be able to help next time!  This food drive 
helps us a LOT each year, and it will be sorely missed. 

With so many people laid-off from their jobs, and children home 
instead of in school, our food pantry has gotten many calls.  
Our usual days of operation are the 1st and 3rd Thursdays, by 
appointment.  If we have the funds, we hope to be open twice 
this month also.  If you have non-perishables you would like to 
have us share with others, please contact the office.  Any finan-
cial support would be greatly appreciated, too. 

Although our services were 
reduced during the month of 
March, our members were 
faithful to support the  Annie 
Armstrong Missions.  As of the 
end of March, we were able to 
send $1350 for the support of North American 
Missions.  If you did not get a chance to contrib-
ute, you can still send in your offering.  Just be 
sure to note your check is for Annie Armstrong. 

Our office hours are adjusted this month to be 
open Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  If 
you need to contact the pastor or deacons, give 
us a call and we will track them down for you.   

If you need to come by the church to pick up   
anything, please call first to be sure we are here.  
There may be times when we will be gone      
running errands for our members. 

If you want, call the office to get a cell phone 
number you can contact outside of office hours. 

1st Millie Lockmiller 

8th Justin Barholm 

15th Katie Jacks 
 Thomas Raymond
 Lenora Scoggins 

17th Debbie Balser 

18th Janice Belll 

24th Sherry Huddle 

27th Dawn Taylor 



 

So… have you already finished all your      
Sunday School lessons for this quarter and 
done your daily Bible studies?  Have you re-
read all your favorite books, binge-watched 
every episode of your favorite TV series and 
completed every jigsaw puzzle in your closet?   
For our church family, we may be able to help.    

Our church library is considered large for the 
size of our congregation, and it is filled with 
fiction and non-fiction, plus books for chlldren 
as well.  If you would like to come by and 
browse the shelves, call the office to get a 
time we can be here for you.  Or, if you are 
staying inside, let us know your favorite      
author or genre, and we will pick out a few for 
you.  We even have some DVDs. 

We also have a quantity of jigsaw puzzles that 
have been loaned to us.  Come pick out some-
thing to help occupy your time! 

First of all…. I miss you all!   As we all learn a new 
“normal” for now, it is hard not seeing our friends, 
and family, on a regular basis.  And one of the best 
parts of South Side is we ARE family.  I love hugs, 
and our people give great ones.  But, for the sake of 
everyone around us, we have to restrain.   

I had sent a notice out a week ago to let people know 
that our services would be cancelled for last Sunday, 
March 29th, and the other services for two weeks.  
With the current situation, it has been decided, in the 
best interests of all our church family, to cancel the 
services for April 4th and 12th as well.  We are pray-
ing we can worship together on the 19th, but that will 
be decided later.  Each week will be evaluated and 
decisions made on a week-to-week basis.  Bro. How-
ard will continue to video tape his messages to be 
posted on Facebook and our YouTube channel.  
Watch them and share them with others.  Meeting 
together may be cancelled, but worship is not!   

Be sure to spend time every day in prayer for our 
church, our community, our nation and our world as 
this COVID-19 virus works it way through.  For those 
who have time (don’t most of us!), call and check on 
each other.  Check on your family and neighbors.  
Stay in contact because they are probably just as 
stir-crazy and lonesome as you are!  If they are hav-
ing to be careful to stay away from public (stores, 
etc.), make sure they don’t have needs.  If you can-
not run errands, call the church, and we will see if we 
can possibly help them.  

If you currently get your newsletter via US mail, 
and would like to receive it by e-mail, please let 
us know your correct e-mail address in the office.  
It is considerably faster (usually by the 1st, in-
stead of the next week), and you get to see the 
”prettier” copy.  If you want to continue getting 
the paper copy, or want to start getting it by mail, 
let us know that also.     Thanks,   Paula 
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The steps, ramp 

and walls are 

looking great on 

the west side of 

the sanctuary.   

We are looking 

forward to see-

ing it finished! 



 

Our newsletter is distributed by regular mail, or by email, 
which is considerably faster.  If you want it sent electronically 
but haven’t received it that way in the past, please confirm 
your email address in the office. 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 
to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  
Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 
what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s YouTube channel! Just go to 
YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-
scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 
a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 
video. We will be putting videos of our morning preaching 
service on this channel.   

 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full) 5:00 p.m. 

 Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Meal 5:00 p.m. 

 Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

 Children’s activities 5:45 p.m. 

Current plans for April Worship Services: 

No Wednesday night services during April 

No Sunday School or Sunday night      
services in April. 

Hopefully we can join together for     
Morning Worship Services only             

beginning on April 19th 

We are planning on being back for all    
services on May 3rd. 


