
 

What if there were no resurrection?  We see Paul make a statement in 1 Corinthians 15:14, “And if Christ has not 

been raised…” What a terribly oppressive assumption this is!  There are many times in life when “if” would have made 

all the difference in the world.  There is an accident on the highway, and the driver says, “If only I would not have looked 

down at that text.”  There is a death in the family and a loved one says, “If only we could have gotten them to the hospital 

sooner.”  These are terrible “ifs,” but the most oppressive of all is that of our Resurrection passage, “If Christ has not 

been raised…”  What if the resurrection didn’t really happen?  What if Christ is not risen from the dead?  Thinking of this 

terrible assumption, in 1 Corinthians 15:12-20, Paul draws some equally oppressive conclusions.  If there were no Res-

urrection: (1) Our preaching is without foundation (14)  I want you to feel the ironic force of this terrible “if.”  Paul    

begins this chapter by reminding the Corinthians that he has given his labor to declare the Gospel.  He says in verses    

1-2, 9-10, “I proclaimed to you; you received it; you are saved by it…I was persecuted because of it, I worked 

more than any of them.  Then he says in verse 14, “If Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is without 

foundation, and so is your faith.”  If the resurrection did not happen, then we are all living a lie! (2) Your faith has no 

foundation (14)  I wonder what these believers thought when they read those words, “Your faith has no foundation?”  

What price they had paid for their faith!  They were despised, outcast, and tortured; others had died for their faith.  But if 

there is no resurrection, it was all for nothing.  If there were no resurrection, you are I have no hope.  There is no heaven 

to gain and a hell to lose.  If there is no resurrection, there is absolutely nothing for us beyond this life. (3)  We are found 

to be false witnesses about God (15)  We are not mistaken witnesses, but false witnesses; not deluded, but liars; not 

victims of our excited and overwrought senses, but deceivers.  How this thought must have stung the apostle Paul!  He 

was an ambassador for Christ.  But, if there was no resurrection, he is rather a false witness.  See what Paul endured to 

be a liar: his life was threatened at Damascus; he was stoned at Lystra; assaulted at Iconium; beaten at Philippi, mobbed 

at Thessalonica; and hew as in peril of robbers, rivers, fever, hunger—all this—only at last to be proved a liar, if Christ is 

not risen!  (4) Those who have fallen asleep in Jesus have also perished (18)  Those who died in faith thought they 

were going to their rest and reward.  They thought they had been delivered from him who has the power of death.  But 

they were wrong if there was no resurrection.  There is something more than hope lost here.  The deepest instinct of the 

human heart is involved.  Our hope of immortality is involved.  Is this all a cheat?  Is the grave the victor?  It is—if there is 

no resurrection!  If we were left with just the first 19 verses, we would have no hope.  But then we get to verse 20.  This 

is a shouting verse!  Paul could not leave us at the grave without hope!  He writes these encouraging words, “But now 

Christ has been raised from the dead…”  Glory!  Hallelujah!  From that terrible assumption “if” he moved to the glori-

ous fact “has”!  Christ has been raised!!  Because there was a resurrection, our preaching does have a foundation; it is 

the power of God to all who believe.  Your faith has a foundation, for god is not ashamed to be called your God.  We are 

not found to be false witnesses, but rather we declare the truth of the Gospel.  Those who have died, who fallen asleep 

in Christ are not perished.  Wow!!  What a great and awesome Savior we serve!!  Happy Resurrection Day, everyone!  

  Until Next Time… Keep Looking Up, Bro. Howard 

SERMON  April 7 April 14 April 21 Aprl 28 

Morning :   

“RETURN TO HOLINESS” 

J. P. Guffey 

Gideons International 

“The Divine Necessity 

of the Cross” 

Ephesians 2:8 

Choir Musical          

“Great is Our God” 

No Evening Service 

“The Cross and the 

Resurrection” 

John 10:17-18 

Evening 

HEBREWS Series 

“The Better Covenant” 

Hebrews 8  (part 1)  

“The Better Covenant”  

Hebrews 8  (part 2) 

No Evening Service Hebrews study 

April 2019 

We will continue our study through the “Disciples Path” on Wednesday evenings 



 

Ballman Elementary as a Ministry 

South Side Baptist will be providing goodies on a 

once-a-month basis for Ballman Elementary School’s 

faculty / staff lounge.  We would like to thank the 

Adult Sunday School class for providing goodies in 

March. This month the Men’s class will be providing 

the treats for Thursday, April 11.  Please have your 

goodies at SSBC by Wednesday evening so they can 

be delivered the first thing Thursday morning.  Thank 

you for taking part in this ministry. 

Women’s Spring Fling Lunch 2019 

“SILVER BOXES - 

WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT” 

Saturday, April 27 

11:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Deadline to Register:  Sunday, April 7 

If you have any questions, please contact 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 2 3 

 

Lasagna, Salad, Garlic 

Bread, Carrot Cake 

4 5 6 

7 

J.P. Guffey, Gideons 

International 

8 9 10 

 

Beans, Fried Potatoes, 

Cornbread, Pudding 

11 

Ballman Staff 

Snack Day 

12 13 

14 Palm Sunday 

 

Lord’s Supper to be    

observed in morning 

15 16 17 

 

Meatloaf, Potatoes, 

Peas, Apple Crisp 

18  

 

 

19 

20 

21 Resurrection Day 
Brunch, 9:30 a.m. 

“Great is Our God”   
Musical, 10:50 a.m. 

 

No Evening                  
Service 

22 23 24 

 

Roast, Potatoes and 

Carrots, Salad, Cake 

25 26 27   

 

Women’s Spring 

Fling Lunch, 

11:00—1:00  

28 29 30     Volunteers in Service 

Attendance Giving 

Date Sunday 

School 

Morning 

Worship 

Budget   

Gifts 

Design. 

Gifts 

3/3 39 39 $7549 $156 

3/10 37 43 $3826 $50 

3/17 46 48 $1847 $578 

3/24 42 46 $3044 $81 

Annual Budget $228,483 

Yr/Date Needed $224,172 

Yr/Date Receipts $170,665 

+ (-) Budget ($53,507) 

Needed Weekly $4311 

Weekly Avg.  $3282 

1st Millie Lockmiller 

6th Justin Barholm 

15th Katie Jacks 

 Tom Raymond

 Lenora Scoggins 

17th Debbie Balser 

18th Janice Bell 

24th Sherry Huddle 

27th Dawn Taylor 

Date Morning prayer 

4-7 David Goodson 

4-14 Mike Hicks 

4-21 Scott Taylor 

4-28 Mike Bell 

Ushers Mell, Martha, Pat 

2018/2019 Budget 



 

The annual National Association 

of Letter Carriers Food Drive is 

scheduled for Saturday, May 11.  
Once again we are being permitted 

to participate in this food drive. The last two years we   

received approximately 3000 pounds of food to be dis-

tributed through our food pantry ministry. The only 

“price” for this is about six hours of our time.  We need at 

least four adults to help at our assigned post office     

station from noon until about 6 p.m.  If you can help   

during any or all of this time, please let Paula Phifer 

know as soon as possible so we can be sure we can 

confirm we will be there.   

The following week we will be  sorting the items and  

putting them away in our pantry shelves.  If you would 

like to help with that also there will be plenty to do! 

Vacation Bible School will be held the 

week of June 3-7, 2019 at 6:00 each 
evening.  Please be praying for those that 

will be working during this week, and for 

the children that will be on our campus.  

Please pray that their hearts and minds will be open to 

the Gospel.  Be in prayer for the parents of these chil-

dren, that they will also have an encounter with Christ if 

they do not  already have a relationship with Him.  It is 

always a busy, but fun week as we get to share the 

Gospel and love of Christ with children.  Our VBS theme 

this year is In The Wild:  Amazing Encounters with  

Jesus - John 20:31.  If you would like to help in any 
way in VBS, please check out the sign-up sheets by the 

church office!  If you would like to help financially, 

please put VBS on your check or envelope! 

Do you love children?  Do you want to invest in 

the lives of children?  If so, we have a ministry for 

you!  We are needing volunteer nursery workers 

for Sunday morning Sunday school and worship 

times!  There is a sign-up sheet by the church 

office. If you have any questions, please feel free 

to contact Janice Martin. 
South Side will be feeding a World 

Changers team coming to Fort Smith, 

June 24-28.  If you would like to help 
serve or even provide a meal, that 

would be awesome.  The meals are taken to the jobsite 

where the team is working.  This is a team or youth from 

different parts of the U.S. and from different churches.  

They will number anywhere from 10-15 per team, plus  

2-3 adult supervisors.  The team that we will be serving 

lunch to will be in our Sunday morning worship service 

on June 23.  Following our morning worship service, we 

will be having a church-wide meal in their honor!  So 

please go ahead and put this on your calendar!  

Although it is hard to believe, it is time to start 

thinking about YARD WORK.  We will need vol-

unteers to mow and trim the yard about every 

two weeks.  We understand that not everyone is 

able to do the yardwork, but most still want to 

help .  We have a couple of people who can be 

hired if you need to do so.  If you can help by 

either mowing, or hiring someone to mow for 

you, please sign up by the end of this month.  

Thank you for your willingness to make our 

church look “loved” 

 

     Thank you to all of you who offered prayer for 

our family.  Losing our dad has been tough, but 

we know he is with the Lord and all his suffering 

has ended. 

      We want the church to know how our family 

loves this congregation.  Your support during the 

funeral and providing the family meal was such a 

comfort on a very sad day. 

Many thanks, 

         Jennifer Greenway and Gretchen Morehart  

South Side Baptist Church, 

Thank you all so much for the prayers and the 

sweet card.  You guys are always so wonderful to 

pray for us and I appreciate it so much.  I felt   

every prayer and am blessed to have you guys 

on my team!  Thanks again!   

           Danan Smith, Ballman Elementary 

Thank you to everyone who gave during the 

month of March to our Annie Armstrong Easter 

Offering.  Our goal was $1000 and the total given 

was $1160.  100% of monies given goes directly 

to our SBC missionaries serving in North America 

and Canada.   

The Annual Spring Picnic is scheduled for 

Sunday afternoon, May 5th, at Columbus 
Acres Park.  Sign-up soon! 



 

Visit our website at www.ssbconline.org.   

The website has been updated and really improved.  Sign on 

to see all the changes.   

Find us on Facebook under “South Side Baptist Church”  

Like and Share our page to help your family and friends see 

what is going on here.   

Then, check out South Side’s new YouTube channel!  If you 

have internet, a computer, smartphone or tablet, just go to 

YouTube and do a search for ssbcfortsmith in the YouTube 
search engine. When our channel comes up, please sub-

scribe to it, then click on the icon that looks like a bell to have 

a notification sent to your email when we post a new sermon 

video. We will be  putting videos of our morning preaching 

service on this channel.   

Share this information with friends to let them know who 

we are here at South Side, and to keep up with all our 

activities.   

When possible, the newsletter is being sent electroni-

cally. If you have an e-mail address and would like to 

receive your copy that way (which is MUCH faster), just 

let us know.  However, if you are receiving yours via 

email, and this is causing you problems, let us know 

that also and we will mail the hard copy. 

 

Wednesday Night Menu 

April 3 

Lasagna, Salad, Garlic Bread, Cake 

April 10 

Beans, Cornbread, Potatoes, Pudding 

April 17 

Meatloaf, Mashed Potatoes, Peas, Bread, Apple Crisp 

April 24 

Roast, Potatoes & Carrots, Salad, Rolls, Cake 

Sun. Pre-service Choir 9:00 a.m. 

 Morning Bible Study 9:30 a.m. 

 Morning Worship 10:50 a.m. 

 Choir practice (full) 5:00 p.m. 

 Evening Worship 6:00 p.m. 

Wed. Prayer & Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 

 Children’s activities 5:45 p.m. 


