
THE TABERNACLE STUDY 
THE TABLE OF SHOWBREAD 

EXODUS 25:23-30, LEVITICUS 24:5-9 

 As we make our way through this study of the tabernacle we have looked at the 
outer curtains, with the pillars and sockets that make up the outer court, we have 
examined the gate of the court, we have looked at the altar of sacrifice, and we have 
made a stop at the brass laver. We the looked at the boards, that make up the sides along 
with the curtains that make up the tabernacle proper, and the door that leads us into the 
Holy place. Once inside the holy place we have now seen to our left, on the south side, 
the golden candlestick which is the only light in the Holy place. Directly across from the 
candlestick on the right side we see a table. This table is called the table of showbread, or 
the table of presence. It is this table, and more importantly its contents, that we will 
examine tonight. All of the other items bear remarkable symbolism in the item itself, 
while it is the contents of this table, as we will see, that bear the most significance. 

I. The construction of the table – while it is certainly the components that we 
will spend the most time on tonight, we need not overlook the actual table as it 
also bears much symbolism. 
a. The table was made from Acacia wood covered with gold, again 

symbolizing the perfect humanity of Jesus and His deity combined but 
neither diminished in perfection. It was about 3’ long 18” wide, and about 
27” tall, reminding us that it is within reach of all who would come. 

b. There was a crown of gold 3” tall around the border of the table reminding 
us that this is a royal table, fit for a king. The crown also served to keep 
the contents of the table from falling off. 

c. On each corner was a ring made of wood and covered with gold that the 
priests would put staves through to carry the table during transport. Most 
items of the tabernacle had this same arrangement reminding us that sinful 
man should be very careful when it comes to handling the things of God 
that have been set aside for His use and purpose. 

d. In Numbers 4:7 we are told that the table was covered with a blue cloth 
before the contents were placed upon it. This was a reminder of the 
fellowship that awaits us in heaven around the table of the Lord. When the 
table was moved, it was covered with a scarlet cloth and then a badger 
skin, as no one but the priests ever saw it. This reminds us that only 
believers will have fellowship and communion with God. 

II. The components on the table were just as important as the construction of the 
table itself and are rich in significance to us today. 
a. The most obvious content of the table was the showbread or sometimes 

referred to as the bread of presence. There were 12 loaves of bread stacked 
upon one another. Of course there were 12 tribes of Israel and the 12 



loaves was a reminder to every priest that there was enough for all who 
would come, and that none would be left out. 

i.  The bread was to be continually on the table and was to be 
replaced with fresh bread every Sabbath day. This would remind 
Israel that God provided fresh manna from above every day while 
they wandered through the wilderness.  

ii. The showbread was made of fine flour reminding us there is 
nothing hard or rough about our Lord. Everything about Him is 
pure, smooth, and perfect. 

iii.It was unleavened bread as a reminder that in Him there is no sin. 
iv. It was baked with fire as a reminder of the suffering Jesus endured 

so that we may have communion with Him. 
b. The next thing we find on the table would be the golden censers filled with 

incense of frankincense. These censers were placed on top of the bread as 
a reminder that our communion with Jesus is a sweet smelling savor unto 
the Lord. 

c. The dishes or plate of pure gold were to hold the bread and present it to 
man and is a reminder that we, as a royal priesthood today, are to present 
the bread of life to all who would partake. 

d. The last item we see on the table is chalices or flagons(cups) used in the 
drink offering (Numbers 28:7) 

III. The communion of the table - As we see the source of life for the believer in 
the light of the candlestick, we can see the sustaining of life in the showbread 
on the table. As we fellowship with God around the table of presence we are 
strengthened and sustained in this walk as a believer. 
a. The bread is a very clear illustration of our fellowship and communion 

with Jesus, as on many occasions He clearly was proclaiming to be that 
showbread. John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he 
that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst. 

b. The showbread was reserved for those who worshipped the Lord. The 
bread was replaced every week and only then was the priests, and only the 
priests, allowed to eat the bread. This is a reminder that only true believers 
are allowed communion with the Lord, and that the bread of life, Jesus, 
had to offered to God before man could partake. 

c. Mankind is hungering and thirsting for truth in these days and the only 
way they will ever find it is through our Lord Jesus Christ, the bread of 
life, but before they can have this communion they must come by way of 
the altar of sacrifice and stay cleaned up daily at the brass laver of God’s 
Word.


