
THE TABERNACLE STUDY 

THE TABERNACLE PROPER 

EXODUS 26:15-30 

 

 

I. The Boards were made of Acacia wood overlaid with gold, and were 15 feet 

tall and 2 feet wide. There were a total of 48 of these boards that formed the 

tabernacle proper. The overall size of the Tabernacle proper would be 45 feet 

long by 15 feet wide. The Holy place was 30 x 15 and the Holy of Holies was 

15 x 15. 

a. The tree that made the board was once dependant on the earth, it grew in 

the earth, but the Lord had need of it to build His dwelling. Each tree was 

unique with its own story, each board had its own markings, it’s own 

splinters, it’s own blemishes, but its relationship with the world was 

severed. Just as believers were once dependant on the worldly but were 

cut down by the sharp two edged sword for use by the Lord and the 

relationship with the world was severed. Each believer has their own 

story, their own blemishes, and their own beauty but God uses each one 

the same to build His church. 

b. When overlaid with Gold all the blemishes disappear and the beauty of the 

gold is all that is seen. The gold represents the glory of God and believers 

are covered by the glory of God when they are born again in Christ. 

Imagine the beauty of these boards standing reflecting the glory of God in 

the sun, then imagine each believer in the same manner; once blemished 

and damaged but now a reflection of the glory of God. 

c. These boards were fitly framed to create a dwelling place for the Lord. 

And we are the same as we are told in Eph 2:19-22 Now therefore ye are 

no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of 

the household of God; 20 And are built upon the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; 

21 In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy 

temple in the Lord: 22 In whom ye also are builded together for an 

habitation of God through the Spirit. 

II. The bars that tied it all together were also made of acacia wood covered with 

gold. There were 5 of these bars per side and they represent the bond of unity 

and fellowship that ties believers together. There are many different types of 

believers on the earth, and while we may not agree on every point or on all 

doctrine, there is a tie that binds us together and makes us all joined together 

to be the dwelling place of God, the church. These bars are what tied the 

individual boards together and fitly joined them to one another. Eph 4:16 

From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which 

every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of 

every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love. 

III. The sockets that made the foundation of it all were made of silver from the 

ransom money that every person gave. This silver represents the redemptive 

price that Jesus paid for His church. The ransom price is the foundation of the 



church and without it, there would be no church, there would be no salvation, 

and there would be no hope. 

a. There were 100 of these foundation sockets; 40 on the north, 40 on the 

south 16 on the west and 4 on the east. 

b. These sockets were the only part that touched the ground, and they 

weighed in at 100 pounds each for a total of 5 tons of silver. 

c. The ransom price was the same for all people (Exodus 30:11-16) and all 

had to pay it or die. It was, however, obtainable for all. 

IV. The coverings – there were four coverings that made the top of the tabernacle 

proper, and each one speaks of some aspect of the person of Jesus Christ. 

a. The inner covering and the only on that could be seen from inside the 

tabernacle proper was made of fine linen with blue, scarlet, and purple and 

embroidered with figures of Cherubim’s. This represents the 

righteousness, royalty, and sacrifice of Jesus that makes a way for us to 

live for eternity in heaven. The Cherubim were heavenly beings that were 

figuratively keeping a watch on all that took place on the presence of God. 

b. The second layer was of goat’s hair and would have been black. The 

goat’s hair would represent Christ as our sin bearer. On the Day of 

Atonement the high priest would bring two goats to the altar of sacrifice. 

One would be sacrificed and its blood shed for the sins of the nation, the 

other, the scapegoat, would be led out into the wilderness as a symbol of 

Christ taking our sins as far as the East is from the West. 

c. The third layer was made of ram’s skin dyed red. This of course points to 

Jesus as our sacrifice for sins. The ram was the sacrificial animal used at 

the consecration of the priestly line of Aaron and Levi. The red dye would 

represent the blood sacrifice that was made for our sins 

d. The outer layer was “badger” skin which many believe was a dolphin or 

seal and was a dull blue or brown color. There was no beauty about it and 

it was not attractive to look at, and was a symbol of the humanity of Jesus. 

We are told in Isa 53:2 he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we 

shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. 

e. All of this points to the truth of who Jesus is and how we should come to 

know Him better. First we must see Him as human without any particular 

beauty about Him, and then we must recognize Him as our sacrifice and 

understand the terrible price He paid on Calvary. It is not enough, 

however, to only see him as a sacrifice but next we must see Him as our 

sin bearer. He bore our sin to the cross and paid the ransom for us. It is 

only then that we can peel back enough layers of who He is to see the real 

beauty of His righteousness. 


