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I. The properties of the Laver – as with all the other furnishings of the 

tabernacle, the materials and the placement of the laver has much significance 

to us as we see Christ and us in the tabernacle. The Brazen altar represents the 

regeneration of the believer by the blood sacrifice, while the laver represents 

the sanctification of the believer by the power of the Holy Spirit through the 

Word of God. 

a. The laver was made of pure brass which we remember is a type of 

judgment, and the laver itself is a type of the Holy Spirit, the water inside 

was a type of the Word.  

b. The brass, we are told, came specifically from the looking glasses 

(mirrors) of the women (Exodus 38:8). In that day the only mirror they 

had was a highly polished piece of brass. This is significant in that one 

uses a mirror when they are concerned about how they look on the outside, 

and we can tell how to clean up. But when we look into the mirror of Gods 

Word we see how we look on the inside and how to clean it up. 

c. The water for the laver had to come from the Rock that was smitten as it 

was the only source of water for Israel in the wilderness. We are told in 1 

Cor. 10:4 that this rock was Christ. What a glorious thought that the laver 

is filled and we are cleansed because of the Rock that was smitten. 

d. It is interesting that the Lord left out the specific instructions on the size 

and shape of the laver. Was that an oversight or mistake? NO, God does 

not make mistakes; this only serves to remind us that there is no limit to 

the size and ability of the cleansing power of the Holy Spirit and the Word 

of God. 

II. The procedure at the Laver – while there are no specific instructions on the 

size and shape of the laver, God was very clear on the procedure for its use. 

a. The laver was placed between the altar and the door to the Holy place. 

While the altar typified our regeneration and salvation, the laver makes it 

clear that we need daily cleansing through the Word. The only way to 

enter into the service of the Lord was after being cleansed. 

b. The priests would wash their hands and their feet. This represents our 

work and our walk before the Lord. We should examine our work for the 

Lord in the mirror of God’s word and by the help of the Holy Spirit clean 

them up. We should also examine our walk before the Lord in the mirror 

of God’s Word and by the help of the Spirit clean it up daily. 

c. Notice in verse 19, God instructed the priests to wash “thereat” not 

“therein”, indicating the water had to be taken out of the laver and applied 

so as not to pollute the water for the next person coming to clean up. It is 

the same today that we should not pollute God’s Word with the filth of the 

world but we should pull out of it what we need to clean up our works and 

our walk with the lord. 



III. The purpose of the Laver – there are several important lessons we can learn 

from the laver. 

a. One must come through the sacrifice of blood before He can ever begin to 

get cleaned up before the Lord. The altar and the laver are positioned as 

such that you could not get to the laver without passing the altar. 

b. Before anyone is fit for service to the Lord they must examine themselves 

in the mirror of God’s Word. There is no way to serve God and have dirty 

hands or feet. All who would serve, that should be every believer, should 

be saturated with the Word and the Spirit and continually clean up before 

God. The priests had to wash every time they would enter the Holy place. 

c. There was only one laver needed. The one laver was sufficient to do the 

cleaning, and nothing was added to it. Remember however, that simply 

looking in was not enough; it had to be applied before it was of use. There 

are many who see their uncleanness in the Word but are not willing to 

apply it to their lives in order to be cleaned up for service. 

d. Cleaning up at the laver was not an option. Before anyone can enter into 

service for the Lord they must get cleaned up, and this is a daily event, and 

it is more than once a day as well. 


