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I. The portrayal of the altar – there are at least seven names ascribed to this altar 

found in the scriptures. 

a. In Exodus 27:1 we see it as the altar of shittim wood, in Exodus 38:30 it is 

called the bronze altar, in Exodus 35:16 it is called the altar of burnt 

offering, in Exodus 29:12 it is called simply the altar, in Leviticus 1:5 it is 

called the altar by the door, in Malachi 1:7 the Lord calls it MY altar, in 

Malachi 2:13 it is called the altar of the Lord  

b. The word for altar in Hebrew, mizbeah, comes from the root word zabah 

and means to slay or slaughter, our English word for altar is from Latin 

and signifies “high”, thus in the altar we get a picture of the Cross where 

our sacrifice was lifted up.  

II. The position of the altar – the position of the altar has much significance as 

well. It is no coincidence that the altar is immediately inside the gate. 

a. It is the first thing they would see as they entered the gate, and stood as a 

reminder that blood had to be shed for sins. For us today, the altar stands 

as a reminder that apart from the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross we would 

not be able to approach a Holy God. 

b. The altar was surely a horrific sight to behold with the amount of 

sacrifices and the blood and burnt flesh that was always present. It is a 

picture of the awful price Jesus paid for our sins. Sin carries a terrible 

price and Jesus satisfied that price for us. 

c. It was available for all to come, at any time. While only the priests could 

enter the Holy place (morning and evening), and only the high priest could 

enter the Holy of Holies (once per year), all were able to come to the altar 

of sacrifice.  

III. The properties of the altar – as with all the articles of the tabernacle, the 

materials and construction of the altar are loaded with implications for us 

today. 

a. Its size – the altar was 7.5 feet square, and 4.5 feet tall. The fact that it was 

foursquare shows us that all must come the same way, there was no 

special place for royalty just as there was no lower place for common 

people to come. Just as all had to come to God the same way then, there 

are no special passes to God today. All must come through the sacrifice of 

Jesus 

b. Its material – the altar was made of Acacia wood covered in brass. The 

wood of course speaking of humanity and the brass speaking of God’s 

judgment. This hard wood was in constant subjection to the heat of 

continual sacrifice but it was sealed and not consumed because of the 

brass or bronze surrounding it, just as we should be subjected to the heat 



of God’s wrath but because His judgment was poured out on Christ we are 

unscathed.  

c. The approach – the altar was set up on a mound of dirt to raise it up for all 

to see, just as Jesus was raised up for all to see His sacrifice and for all 

men to see. 

d. The horns – horns in the Bible represent power or strength and remind us 

that there is no limit to the power of the sacrifice that was made for us. 

Notice the horns were made as a part of the altar and could not be 

removed, just as the person and power of Jesus were inseparable. It is also 

important to note that while this was a place of judgment, the horns were 

also a place of refuge. See Exodus 21:12-14, a man could run and take 

hold of the horn if he had been falsely accused of murder and if he was 

innocent he would be protected there. 

e. The grate – the grate for the sacrifices was set down inside the altar so the 

sacrifices were actually made in the altar and not on the alter. It is 

interesting to not that the grate was 2.5 feet above the ground which is the 

same height as the Mercy seat, on the Ark of the Covenant, symbolizing 

that the justice of God is perfectly balanced with the mercy of God. 

f. The fire – the fire of the altar burned continually and was not kindled by 

man but by the very presence of God. The fire never went out and god was 

showing that He is always ready to accept an offering and always ready to 

forgive sin. It is interesting to note that the fire for the Golden candlestick 

and the altar of incense were taken from this altar, thus signifying that 

before we will ever know Jesus as the light of the world and before we 

will ever commune with Him, we must first go by way of the altar of His 

sacrifice on the cross. 

g. The blood – The altar was a bloody place and we are told in the scriptures 

that without the shedding of the blood there is no remission for sins (Heb. 

9:22), and all of this blood was for the sins of man and the sins of a nation. 

IV. The power of the altar – it is of the utmost importance that we remember that 

all of the significance of the materials, the placement, and the purpose of these 

items are only a type and a shadow of the real thing. When Jesus came to live 

and die as our substitutionary sacrifice He fulfilled all of these types and 

shadows. We must be careful to worship Him and Him alone even as excited 

as we get studying these great truths. The power of the cross is what cleanes 

us from our sin. 


