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I. Gold (Deity) – pure Gold throughout the scriptures speaks of divinity, that which can not be 

reproduced by man. Gold is made by god and comes only from God. The gold in the 

tabernacle speaks of the divinity of Jesus. The gold was used to overlay the wood which is a 

picture of Jesus as God and man. The wood symbolizing His humanity and the Gold His 

deity. We read in Exodus 38 that they gave 2800 pounds of Gold. 

II. Silver (redemption) – silver throughout the scriptures figuratively speaks of redemption. It 

was always used as redemption money. The tabernacle stood upon sockets of silver. Both 

Joseph and Jesus were sold for silver. Judas was paid off in silver as the Scriptures said. 

Silver is redemption money. Silver is symbolic of the redemption that comes through Jesus 

Christ and Him alone. It prefigures the preciousness of Christ as the ransom for sinners. 

Notice also that there is no silver mentioned in heaven. The people will already have been 

redeemed. They gave 9600 pounds of silver 

III. Bronze (brass) (Judgment) - a total of 6,700 lbs. of bronze was given for use in those places 

where exceptional strength and heat resistance was important. Bronze has a melting point of 

1,985 degrees. It was important in the altar where intense heat was present. They brought 

bronze not brass. Bronze represents judgment. When Moses raised the bronze serpent it 

spoke of the power of the serpent being judged through the raising of the Son of God. 

Bronze typifies the divine character of Christ who took upon Himself the fire of God's 

wrath, holiness and justice by becoming a sin offering  

IV. Blue Thread (heaven) - Woven into or embroidered on the linen were blue, purple, and 

scarlet threads. The Hebrew word for blue means shellfish. A brilliant dye was excreted 

from this mollusk. This bright color is always mentioned first. Man needed something to 

suggest the idea of heaven as a place from which God reveals Himself more fully than on 

earth. Therefore the color blue represents heaven, the color of the sky. Blue was always 

mentioned throughout the tabernacle to remind man that his destination is heaven and 

because of our Redeemer we are destined to be in God's Presence. Blue speaks of that 

which comes down from above ("from above" is a Jewish idiom for heaven). Remember 

when the woman touched the blue hem of Jesus' garment? We see the loveliness of the blue 

in the life of our Lord Jesus Christ who was not only heavenly in His origin but in His very 

nature and ways. 

V. Purple thread (royalty) - The color purple typifies Jesus as King of king's and Lord of lord's, 

but there is another important truth. The mixing of blue and scarlet. Blue speaks of that 

which comes down from above, and scarlet, as we shall see, represents blood and death, 

sacrifice. Purple is a combination of both, which speaks of Christ as both God and Man, the 

Man who came from heaven to die. In some mysterious way He took upon Himself the 

likeness of sinful flesh 

VI. Scarlet thread (sacrifice) – Scarlet represents sacrifice. The scarlet was derived from an 

Eastern insect (worm) that infests certain trees. It was gathered, crushed, dried, and ground 

to a powder that produced a brilliant crimson hue. Scarlet speaks of sacrifice and typifies 

Christ in His sufferings. The crucifixion Psalm 22 quotes Jesus as saying - "I am a worm". 
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God somehow took upon Himself a body of flesh and blood and then died giving His life as 

a ransom for us all by being crushed in the mills of God's justice 

VII. Fine linen (purity) - The fine-twined, white linen speaks of righteousness and typifies Jesus, 

the Son of Man, spotless, pure, and sinless. The linen was most interesting. Made from 

Egyptian flax, it was finely woven, brilliantly white, and bore a special name, "byssus". 

This material was used for garments for royalty and persons of rank and has been found in 

the tombs of the Pharaohs. Linen in one tomb was found to have 152 threads per inch in the 

warp and 72 threads per inch in the woof. White linen always speaks of purity and 

righteousness 

VIII. Goats hair (cursed sin offering) - The goat was a sacrificial animal and represented the 

cursed sin offering. The Goat's Hair covering was the first above the tabernacle curtain. 

This drab color tells us of Jesus in His humility and poverty. Goatskins were worn by the 

poor and throughout the Bible represented extreme poverty. Another interesting point about 

the goat is that it was used on the Day of Atonement. After the high priest completed the 

blood sprinkling in the holy of holies he would go into the court of the tabernacle and lay 

his hands on the head of the scapegoat, confessing over it all the sins of the people. The 

goat was then led away, by a man standing ready, into the wilderness, and there let free, to 

signify the carrying away of Israel's sins which God had forgiven. This reminds us of Jesus, 

humble and poor, becoming a curse for us, that we might have our sins carried away into 

the land of forgetfulness. 

IX. Rams skins dyed red (substitutionary sacrifice)- The ram is forever in the eyes of the Jew as 

the substitute animal, faithful unto death. This is of course because God provided a ram as a 

substitute for Isaac on that day when Abraham's faith was revealed. The ram's skins were 

dyed red to represent the sacrifice of a substitute. So Jesus as the head of the human race, 

the last Adam, sacrificed His own life as a substitute for all who would put their trust in 

Him. 

X. Badger skins (outward appearance-unattractive) - Badger skins were the final covering, the 

outer covering that everyone saw. They were tough and course and very plain in their 

appearance. But how does this speak of Christ? It speaks of what Christ was to man. There 

was no outward beauty to the tabernacle proper, so it was with Christ when He came to 

earth when He pitched His tabernacle among men. What was Jesus to the Jews? nothing but 

a course, hard badger skin. What is Jesus to the world today? nothing but a course, hard 

badger skin. But to those of us who have opened up our hearts to Him He is much, much 

more. He is the "altogether lovely One", He is the "Rose of Sharon", the "Lily of the 

Valley", and the "Fairest among 10,000" to our souls. If anyone desired to look beyond the 

outer flesh covering they would see the transfiguration of Christ's glory. "Can any good 

thing come out of Nazareth?" Jesus says, "Come and see". 

XI. Shittim (Acacia) wood (incorruptible humanity) - The Shittah tree grew in the deserts of 

Sinai, and the deserts around the Dead Sea. The wood is hard, very heavy, indestructible by 

insects, and has a fine, beautiful grain. It was remarkably luxuriant in dry places, sometimes 

attaining a height of twenty feet. It had lovely yellow flowers and its insect-resisting Acacia 

wood was used in making mummy cases. This Acacia wood undoubtedly speaks of the 

incorruptible humanity of Christ, for we are told that His humanity would never see 

corruption. 

XII. Oil for the light (the anointing of the Holy Spirit) -The oil was obtained by crushing the 

olive berries of the land. Oil, as we know, was the liquid used when the prophet, priest, and 

king were anointed in Old Testament times. Jesus had to be crushed under the weight of our 

sins before we could ever see the true light.   
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