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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,     
 

     If you surveyed all Episcopal priests and asked them “what are some of the constant complaints about worship 
services”,  there would most likely be four responses. First, the service is too long. Second, the sermon is too long. 
Third, hymns with more than three stanzas or verses are too long.  Despite these first three complaints, the 
average worship time for Holy Eucharist with hymns and sermon is roughly one hour and fifteen minutes.   
You can just about set your watch to that time.   
     The fourth complaint dovetails into the other three. Number Four: People don’t like silence during worship        
services.  Some priests and congregations have trained themselves to endure silence in the worship service.            
I, personally, don’t have a problem with silence, but when silence is observed for any normal length of time, I can 
feel the restlessness of the congregation. Here is a good example. The rubrics (instructions) for the Good Friday 
service call for large wooden cross to be carried into the church or displayed in the church for the purpose of 
adoration of the cross.  When I first arrived at St. John’s, there was no cross.  Eventually, a large cross was built 
and displayed. The first year the cross was erected, I set a period of ten minutes of silence to be kept for the 
adoration and prayer.  Also, those in attendance were encouraged to come forward to the cross. After about five 
minutes of silence, I started hearing fidgeting. The ten minute period was kept for about three more years, then I 
cut the time back to five minutes of silence. Still more fidgeting. This past Good Friday, I set the time at three 
minutes. There was not as much fidgeting, but the short length of time was almost not worth the effort. 
     Now, let me ask you this question. How would you feel about adding another ten to fifteen minutes to the 
Sunday service to observe all the rubrics that call for silence or suggested silence?  If you already think that the 
service is too long, you probably wouldn’t be too happy about it. 
     After each lectionary reading a period of silence may follow. So, after the Old Testament and Epistle, that’s two 
minutes...assuming we observe only one minute of silence in every instance where silence can be observed during 
the service.  Another minute of silence can be kept between the reading of the Gospel and the sermon.  Another  
minute of silence, or longer is often observed after the sermon, and before the Nicene Creed.  Depending on which 
Form of the Prayers of the People are used during the service, there can be up to seven minutes of silence.  This 
is Forms II, IV, and VI.  The other three Forms of the Prayers just ask for silence to be kept at the end.  
     After the silence after the Prayer of the People, the introduction to the Confession of Sin is said, “Let us confess 
our sins against God and our neighbor. Then another minute of silence can be kept.   There are three times during 
the recitation of the words if institution, the consecration of the bread and wine, that periods of silence can and 
should be kept.  After the bread is blessed, the priest bows for an extended period of time. After the wine is 
blessed, the priest bows for an extended period of time. Finally, after the Lord’s Prayer is prayed and the 
consecrated bread (wafer) is broken in half, the priest bows and another period of silence is to be observed.  This 
is supposed to be a long silence.  Some priests observe a long period of silence after the administration of the 
Communion elements, after the altar table is cleared, and before the post-communion prayer is prayed. 
     The Canons of the Episcopal Church stated that I am the authority, or “boss”, when it comes to how the worship 
service should be prayed and practiced. I can insist that we observe all of these periods of silence and add an  
extra ten to fifteen minutes to the length of a service that some already think is too long.  I try my best each and 
every  Sunday to be as expedient as possible during the service, while attempting to be reverent and respectful of 
the wishes of the congregation.  I could cut out the children’s sermons to make room for the silences.  I could insist 
that we reign in the Exchange of Peace to make time for the silences.  I could eliminate the announcements, but 
then some people would not be up-to-date on the latest parish news and events. The Canons say that I am the 
Boss, but you are the ones who have to sit, kneel, and stand during the service. If you want the extra silence, I’m 
more than happy to add it. Just let me know your thoughts. 
      
Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For 160 Years 

A member of The Confluence Neighborhood of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis; The          

Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday  
Robin Price, 8:00-NOON 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home:  812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Serving Christ In The Community For 160 Years 

Sunday Morning Schedule — 

 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A Youth Group  
9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study, Choir Rehearsal, 
& Children’s SS Class  
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available beginning at 8:45a.m. 

Weekday Schedule  

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:15 a.m. 
Morning Prayer 

Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Kim Steele, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Sue Webster, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and 

Welcome 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems 
of injustice  

 Provide resources for lay leaders 
and clergy for the Church of 
today and tomorrow. 
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 Leadership at Church and Work 

NO RUMMAGE SALE  

THIS FALL 
 

 

You are welcome to donate your 

items to the local thrift store. 

I can’t wait for September 8th and the congregational walk-thru of the house at 612 Mulberry Street.  As I am writing 
this today we have 2 separate cleaning crews working in the house.  Merry Maids are sanitizing surfaces and fixtures 
while the guys from Hasgoe are cleaning out all of the ductwork.  We have been delayed by needing “running water” 
which stays in the pipes!  This was completed last week finally allowing us to schedule the cleaning companies.   
By the time of the walk-thru it is going to look like a REAL HOUSE again!  I am also anxious to hear everyone’s ideas 
about what we can do with the property.  It is such a blessing for our parish, thanks be to God. I hope everyone will be 
on hand to participate. 
      St. John’s budget is holding steady and I want to commend ALL our dedicated givers who have kept up their 
pledges during the summer months. Many have started their regular contributions to the Capital Campaign too! 
Because of your commitments to St. John’s we have already completed some of the needed projects and are on 
schedule for some others. The sound system for the sanctuary has been installed and Fr. Allen adjusted to not interfere 
with the neighbors.  The new A/C unit for the church has been ordered and will be installed soon.  These 2 items will be 
financed by money that has been set aside in case of need of larger items to be repaired or replaced in the church 
itself.  These expenditures do not have to be included as part of our regular operating budget.  Additionally we have 
been completing projects which were included as part of the Capital Campaign.  The foundation work has been 
finished. They also repaired weakened floor joists under the sanctuary and the VERY soft spot in the floor of the 
sacristy. Now we are being put on the schedule for the painters to paint the church. We are so incredibly BLESSED!  
Our small but mighty church family has made all these improvements and repairs possible.  Our church and the 
grounds and the house next door are all becoming more beautiful right before our eyes!   
Thank you, Heavenly Father, we know where these gifts are coming from.  Your constant blessing on our church and 
on all our church families are what deserves all the glory for these accomplishments. 
 

Susan Harrison, Treasurer  

Treasurer’s Notes 

Around the Grounds 
If you have a keen sense of smell, you probably have noticed the last two Sundays that the sanctuary and sacristy 
smells like fresh cut wood or lumber. Solomon’s temple in Jerusalem was built with the cedars of Lebanon. When the 
temple was not overwhelmed with the aroma of incense offered to God, the inside of the temple must have smelled 
heavenly, if you are into the smell of wood. 
We typically have a church yard clean-up day in early November, but it has been suggested that we have a work day in 
the house next door.  Now that it has had some professional cleaning done, the inside is not as foul as it was when we 
took possession.  A list of projects is being created for such a work day.  Sundays in September and October are pretty 
tided up, so the suggestion is to hold a Saturday work day. There are outside chores to do next door and plenty of 
indoor chores, so weather should not be a factor. The house should soon have both adequate heat and air 
conditioning, so the indoor climate should also not be a factor. 

The outside flood lights on the parish hall still need to be fixed, but beyond that, there are no major concerns or fixes for 
the Junior Warden.  If you know of any issues or problems around the building or grounds, please contact Brian 
Nichols. 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

CLASS TIMES 
 

J2A Youth Group 

8:45 A.M. (SHARP!) 
 

 

K—4th Grade 

9:00 A.M. 
 

 

GODLY PLAY 
 

The Nursery will be staffed at  

8:45 A.M. for anyone with  

little children wishing to 

participate in the Adult Bible 

Study. 
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Christian Education & Formation 

 

PROGRAM YEAR STARTS 
 

SEPTEMBER 22nd 

All Sunday School classes will meet in their respective classrooms at their 

regular times listed below: 

 

Sunday Morning  
Adult Bible Study 

 

The Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study group will 
begin on September 22nd at 9:00AM.   

 

This year will be devoted to studying  
the Book of Revelation. 

Journey in Faith 
 

Adult Inquirer’s Class 

September 4, 2019 

6:00 P.M. 
 

 
JESUS  
IN A  
MEME  
WORLD 

September 22nd 
 Choir Resumes 

 

We look forward to all of our choir 
members inspiring and leading the 
congregation in worship music and 

providing their unique offertory 
anthems and hymns starting back on 

OCTOBER JIF 
 

Discussion and wrap up of 

Sabbath Rest Project 
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 Reaching Out To Others  

FOOD PANTRY  
September 

 Contribution 
 

Spaghetti Sauce 
 

Please bring in  

cans of spaghetti 

sauce and place 

them in the round 

bin in the parish 

hall.   

September Outreach Tithe Recipients 
 

 

River Bend Food Pantry $750 
Posey County Humane Society $750 
Thrive $500 

Blessing of the  
Animals Service  

in honor  
of St. Francis 

Sunday, October 6th, 4:00p.m. 
 

On the front lawn of St. John’s, or in 
the parish hall if inclement weather. 

 

All pets are welcome.  Everyone is 
welcome to come 
and participate in 
the service, even if 
you don’t have a 
pet.  Past services 
have been both 
prayerful and               
entertaining. 

 
We are asking people to 
bring donations of dog 

and cat food on Sunday 
morning or to the 

afternoon service for the 
Posey County 

 Humane Society.  

River Ministry Christmas  
It is that time of year again to start purchasing and 
bringing into the church your annual donations for 
this ministry.  We are collecting these items until 

Sunday, October 27th.  
 

Sunday, October 20th the congregation will have the 
opportunity to fellowship and create unique Christmas Cards 

after the morning service.  

 Chewing Gum 

 Unscented, Colorless Lip Balm  

 Unscented, Hypoallergenic  

 Hand Lotion (2-4 oz. bottles) 

 Playing Cards and Puzzle Books 

 Individual packages of microwave popcorn 

 Individual packages of facial tissue 

 Sealed Packages of Holiday Sweets 

 Pre-stamped postcards 

CROCKPOTS FOR FAMILY MATTERS 
A frequent request received from clients of Family 
Matters is an easy way to provide meals for 
themselves and their family.  
Beth Russell keeps a small supply of regular-size 
crockpots in her office to give out to those who need 
and want them.  If you are looking for a way to 
provide an additional charitable contribution, please 
consider purchasing an inexpensive crockpot. 
Donated crockpot can either be dropped off at 
Family Matters 812-838-6875, or dropped off at St. 
John's. 
You can also support Family Matters if you shop 
Amazon—choose them as your chairty. 
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Congregational Meeting  
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River Days Festival 
2019 St. John’s “Sweet Shop” Booth Details 
 

We will be open all THREE days! September 13
th

, 14
th

, & 15th 
 

TENT SET UP  -  THURSDAY EVENING, September 12th   
Loading and Set Up:    We will meet at the parish hall at 5:00 p.m. 
Make two batches of Episcopade for pick-up on Friday Morning. 
 

FRIDAY MORNING, September 13th  
Product Pick up & Continuing Set Up:  

 Set up volunteers meet at river front at 8:00 a.m. 

 A couple of volunteers pick up product from parish hall. 
 

Friday and Saturday evenings are always our busy times, we need plenty of booth workers and help 
stowing away gear at the close of the evening’s sales. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING, September 14th  
Product Pick up & Resetting booth:  

 Set up volunteers meet at river front at 8:00 a.m. 

 A couple of volunteers make or pick up more product from parish hall. 
In previous years if the weather is chilly, we have tried to be open early enough to sell coffee and/or hot 
chocolate. If we have cool weather, we would like to open by 9:00a.m. 

Because we will be open on Sunday, we will be stowing gear and NOT tearing down on Saturday evening. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING, September 15th: Worship Service at the church, 8:00a.m. 
 

NO COFFEE HOUR AFTER SERVICE! 

We are encouraging members to either volunteer at the booth or go down to the river front and listen to gospel 
music and have refreshments there. 
 

TENT TEAR DOWN - SUNDAY AFTERNOON, September 15th  
The Festival Ends at Approximately 3:00p.m. We would like to have volunteers ready to tear down by 
2:00p.m. If there is still a crowd and sales are going well we will hold off tearing down until 3:00pm, but if sales 
are slow, we will begin tear down at 2:00p.m. 
 

SIGN-UP SHEET 
A booth worker sign-up sheet is now posted on the parish hall bulletin board. 
 

SALES PROCEEDS SPLIT 
All Net Sales will be split evenly between the Youth Group and Capital Projects fund. 
 

“OH, FUDGE” 
We are hoping to have enough fudge to sell all three days, so we need plenty of fudge makers.  We would like mostly 
chocolate and peanut butter.  We will accept small quantities of other varieties. NOTE:  Fudge recipes are typically made in 
a 9” x 9” pan.  Cut into 1½” squares.; bagged in sandwich bags, three pieces to a bag.  We hope for consistency in our 
product sales.  Please let Robin know what type of fudge you are making so she can make labels. If you can’t 

make fudge, we would love to have someone make peanut brittle or caramel squares. 

IF WE HAVE FORGOTTEN A DETAIL, PLEASE E-MAIL FATHER ALLEN. 
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Connecting Kids To God 
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Operation Christmas Child 

 

Step One: We have pre-printed boxes from 
Samaritan’s Purse. No need to find one! The cost 
to ship is $9.00. St. John’s has set aside a fund 
for the shipping.  If you prefer, you can donate 
online, and use a special “Follow Your Box” label 
and see the final destionation of your box. 

Step Three: Select a quality “wow” toy such as a 

doll, soccer ball with pump, or stuffed animal. Then add 
other fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies.  

Step Two: Girl or Boy? 
 

Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, 
and the age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. 

Step Four: Pray  
 

Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your 
gift. You can also include a personal note and photo. 

Collection of the Shoeboxes will take place on  
November 17th. 

 

National collection week is  
November 18-25 

 

 

 

 

Candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damaged items; war-related items such as toy guns, 

knives or military figures; seeds; chocolate or food; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; 

drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable 

items such as snowglobes or glass containers; aerosol cans. 



September Birthdays: 
01 — Isaac Underwood 

03 — Grace Cox 

05 — Bailey Weaver 

07 — Lexxi Watts 

09 — Michael Weatherford 

12 — Susan Colson 

24 — Dylan Rutherford 

25 — Robert Henry Bell 

28 — Sara Goad 

September Anniversaries: 
None 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly let us 

know so we can update our files. 

September 2019 
02 — Labor Day Holiday (church office closed) 

04 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

04 — Clergy meeting at Waycross 

04 — Journey in Faith, 6:00 PM 

08 — Pitch-in lunch and congregational meeting 

 after the morning service. 

12 — Set up booth for River Days, 5:00 p.m. 

13-15 — Mt. Vernon River Days Festival 

15 — St. John’s will hold an early morning       

 service at the church in order to have our 

 booth open on Sunday 

16 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

17 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association  

19 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

22 — CHOIR AND ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 CLASSES BEGIN 

24 — Confluence Neighborhood (deanery) 

 meeting at St. John’s, 6:00 p.m. 

29 — MVMA Fifth Sunday Rally Worship      

 Service, 6:00 p.m. 

30 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 
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Events & Celebrations 

Ingredients 

 18 oz. (almost two bags) of  

NESTLE® TOLL HOUSE® 
Pumpkin Spice morsels 

 1 - 14 oz. can sweetened  

condensed milk 

 pinch of salt 

 1 tsp. pure vanilla extract 

 1 cup coarsely chopped  

roasted and salted pecans, 
divided 

Instructions 
1. Line an 8" x 8" pan with foil and spray with 
cooking spray. 

2. In a medium sized sauce pan, add the Pumpkin 
Spice morsels, sweetened condensed milk, and 
pinch of salt. On medium heat, melt the morsels 
with the milk and salt stirring occasionally. When 
completely melted, remove from heat and add 
vanilla and all but 3 TBS of the chopped pecans. 

3. Pour mixture into prepared pan. Sprinkle with 
remaining chopped pecans and refrigerate for 2 
hours, or until firm. 

4. When firm, remove fudge with foil and peel foil 
from bottom of fudge. Cut into pieces and enjoy! 

Father Allen, Beth 
Russell from Family 
Matters and Beth 
Schilling from Big 
Brothers & Big 
Sisters were on 
hand to provide 
information about 
their programs and 
give out free goodies 
at the United Fidelity 
Community Days, 
August 25th. 
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St. John’s Church 
Fall Eucharist & Picnic 

 

 
SUNDAY  

OCTOBER 13th 
10:00 A.M. 

 
 

Harmonie State Park 
TULIP SHELTER HOUSE  

(weather permitting) 
 
 

NO SERVICE AT THE CHURCH THAT DAY 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES THAT DAY 

 

There is a $7 per car entrance fee  
into the park.   

 

Meat will be provided. 
Side dishes, desserts, and drinks can be 

provided by parishioners. 
 

Please mark this on your calendar and come join us 
for a great day of worship, food, fun, and  

fellowship in the great outdoors. 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

The first celebrated US Labor Day was on Tuesday, September 5, 1882 in New York City, planned by the Central Labor Union.[1] 

10,000 workers marched from City Hall all the way to 42nd Street and then met with their families in Wendel’s Elm Park for a picnic, 
concert, and speeches.[2] 

Canada is said to have originated the idea of hosting a day honoring the labor movement. In 1872, they held a “Nine-Hour 
Movement” to show support for striking workers.[3] 

There is disagreement about who actually proposed Labor Day as a holiday. Some say it was Peter J. McGuire, who was the 
cofounder of the American Federation of Labor. Others believe that it was Matthew Maguire, a machinist.[4] 

Oregon was the first state to celebrate Labor Day as a legal holiday in 1887.[5] 

The decision to make Labor Day the first Monday of September was approved on June 28, 1894.[6] 

Labor Day started as a part of the labor union movement, to recognize the contributions of men and women in the US workforce, 
but modernly is seen as a chance to celebrate the last weekend of summer.[7] 

Americans worked 12-hour days seven days a week during the 19th century![8] 

The Adamson Act was passed on September 3, 1916 to establish an eight-hour work day.[9] 

Historians say the expression “no white after Labor Day” comes from when the upper class would return from their summer 
vacations and stow away their lightweight, white summer clothes as they returned back to school and work.[10] 

There is still a Labor Day parade in New York City, which takes place throughout the 20 blocks north of the 1882 labor march.[11] 

https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day  

https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn1
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn2
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn3
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn4
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn5
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn6
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn7
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn8
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn9
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn10
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day#fn11
https://www.dosomething.org/us/facts/11-facts-about-labor-day

