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St. John’s 

Allen+ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     In preparation to assist Robin in putting together this newsletter, I looked back at what we had done and      
published in the September and October newsletters in 2019. We took a break from issuing newsletters for most of 
2020 because COVID had prevented us from doing much of anything noteworthy. What I saw in those newsletters 
from 2019 was a lot of activities that we are no longer able to do because of the on-going COVID virus. The hope 
leading into the summer of 2020 was that the virus would quickly run its course and die out in time to resume our 
normal ministry events in September and October. However, the first wave of the COVID virus swept through our 
county and community with devastating effects. We were forced to scrap all our plans for restarting ministries. This 
past June, our county COVID numbers were practically nonexistent. We once again had high hopes for having a 
full slate of ministry events this fall. Then came the Delta variant of the COVID virus and it is sweeping faster 
through our community than the first virus. Several of the events featured in those 2019 newsletters are being put 
on hold once again. The Vestry and I made the tough decision to cancel our River Days Festival booth due to the 
likelihood that members of our congregation will get infected by our presence at the festival, and exposure to the 
potentially large crowd. All is not hopeless this time around.  We have learned a lot from the first wave of the virus. 
We are cautious, but not overly fearful. 
     As I look at what is being published in this two month edition of our newsletter, I still see ministry life in the   
parish. There are two realities that come out of Benedictine spirituality. First is the reality that “God is not          
elsewhere.”  The second reality is that “God is with us in the midst of the anxiety that occurs because of change.” 
God is not absent from us in these times of trials and tribulation caused by the continuing threat brought about by 
the COVID virus. We are learning to adapt, and live, and function despite the virus. What I see in this newsletter is 
a congregation that is aware of the risks of life, but is willing to manage those risks for the sake of serving Christ. 
     We are doing our best to keep from reinstating severe restrictions to our worship services. I have been pleased 
to see that, even though we do not have a mask mandate inside the church buildings, most members of the     
congregation are voluntarily wearing masks and trying to social distance. I find it interesting that when we first 
started relaxing our restrictions earlier this year, the consensus of the members was that we did not want to sing 
hymns with masks on. But, now that we have returned to singing this summer, people are willing to sing with 
masks because they enjoy the sound of singing in our worship.  
     We are planning to restart Sunday school classes beginning on September 19th. It was fulfilling for me to video 
record children’s Bible study lessons last year, but I am looking forward to actually having children present in the 
classroom again. I know that Lydia is looking forward to meeting with her youth group teens for their last year of 
the Journey to Adulthood program.  I am planning on hosting a Blessing of the Animals service this October, after 
cancelling it last year. All of our fall outreach programs will take place again this year.  
     The one question that has come up recently is, “when are we going to be able to have coffee hours and       
pitch-ins again?” It was my hope that we would be able to have a pitch-in for our Sunday school kick-off, as was 
our pre-COVID tradition. However, the numbers are not good for that to happen. What I would like to try and do is 
have an outdoor worship service and pitch-in on a Sunday this fall when the summer heat breaks. If it happens, it 
will have to come together with very little notice. The weather from Sunday to Sunday is always rather               
unpredictable. 
     I am not living in despair. Rather than look back at previous year’s newsletters and lament what we cannot do, I 
am thankful for all of the things we can do. I am joyful to see that there is still plenty of life and ministry taking place 
at St. John’s. Have a blessed and happy Autumn. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 165 Years 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
FAX: (812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:00-NOON 
Robin Price, Secretary 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Also become our friend on Facebook:  
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

@mtvstjohns 

 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and Welcome 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems of 
injustice  

 Provide resources for lay leaders 
and clergy for the Church of today 
and tomorrow. 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Tammy Weatherford, Senior Warden 
Mr. Earl Harlow, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Sue Webster, Vestry Clerk 
Mr. Bruce Dingman, Treasurer 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 

A member of The Confluence Neighborhood of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The  Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

We also have a YouTube Channel: 
St. Johns Episcopal Church 

Face Masks Encouraged But  

Not Required for Worship Services  

Sunday Morning Schedule — 

 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A Youth Group  
9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study, & Children’s  
Sunday School Class  
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
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 Leadership 

2021 Mutual Ministry Review 
 

On Tuesday, August 17th members of the Vestry, lay leaders of the parish and Father Allen participated 
in a Mutual Ministry Review (MMR). These reviews are mandated by the diocese to be completed every 
two years. An outside facilitator is required to lead the meetings. This year’s MMR was facilitated by Rev.   
Holly Zaher of St. Paul’s, Evansville. The group was asked to reflect on a series of questions. 
• Name two or three specific things that the Vestry has done over the past year that have been especially 
helpful to the life of the congregation.  
• What one or two specific things could members of the Vestry change to be even more effective in their 
ministry?  
• Name two or three specific things that the Wardens have done over the past year that have been       
especially helpful to the life of the congregation.  
• What one or two specific things could the Wardens change to be even more effective in their ministry?  
• Name two or three specific things that the Rector has done over the past year that have been especially 
helpful to the life of the congregation.  
• What one or two specific things could the Rector change to be even more effective in her/his ministry? 
• What are the two or three things that you believe are most important for the leaders of our congregation 
to attend to in the next two years? 
 

Those in attendance were asked to vote for two items on the priority list below. The items are listed by 
how many votes were received. 
6 Votes 
Long-term financial planning: 
 Keep up-to-date on maintenance issues. 
 Caution: don’t affect the outreach. 
5 Votes 
Increasing our membership: 
 Priority, concerted effort and planning. 
 Take out ads for our church. 
 Vestry to be leaders in this effort. 
 Set up a separate meeting to discuss this issue (possibly host a retreat?) 
5 Votes 
Drifted apart because of the pandemic: 
 Reinstitute coffee hour. 
 Work on being as close as we were before the pandemic. 
3 Votes 
Reach young kids (recruit families with kids, continue children’s ministries). 
 
1 Vote 
Support the Maximizing Church Buildings Initiative. 
 
1 Vote 
Work together to make sure Father Allen knows pastoral care needs of the congregation. 
 
As you can see from the voting, growing our membership, and parish viability are top priorities. Father 
Allen and the Vestry will be addressing these issues in the coming months and well into next year. 



S
er

v
in

g 
C

h
ri

st
 t

h
ro

u
gh

…
 Christian Education 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES BEGIN SEPTEMBER 19TH 
Despite the high COVID numbers, we are still planning to start up our 
Sunday school program this year.  
Here is the line-up of Sunday classes. 

 
Adult Sunday School 
9:00 – 9:45 A.M. 
Susan Gooden has asked to take a break from teaching while she 
deals with medical issues. In her place, Beth Dingman will lead a      
16 week series this fall through next January on a Bible study book      
entitled Proverbs and Parables: Wisdom from God for everyday living. 
The study book is $8.00 each. If you would like to join the study and 
want a book, please contact Father Allen or Robin Price by Friday, 
September 10th. 

 
Journey to Adulthood (J2A) Youth Group 
8:45 – 9:45 A.M. 
Lydia Rutherford’s youth group class will resume their fourth and final year of the J2A      
program. The students include Hadley Weatherford, Catie Claire Bell, and Brianna Edling. 
Not only will they be working on the lessons for the final year, but they will also be planning 
their pilgrimage trip to take place next summer. There have been several destinations for the 
pilgrimage already discussed. There is an early consensus that the teens want a beach to be 
involved. Father Allen’s stipulation is that the pilgrimage trip must include religious and     
historical elements. There must be a balance between learning and fun, although if the right 
destination is chosen, the learning aspect can also be fun.  The first pilgrimage group went 
to Memphis, Tennessee and blended African-American musical spirituality with rhythm and 
blues, and early rock and roll. The second group went to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This 
trip explored the early Anglican and Episcopal Church’s involvement in the Revolutionary 
War.  A side trip for that group was to go to the Hershey’s Chocolate Factory in Hershey, PA. 

 
Kindergarten--5

th
 Grade 

9:00 – 9:45 A.M. 
The youngest group of children will be taught again by Father Allen. He will be using the 
Godly Play program, but using a curriculum planned out by Diane Stover. The theme for this 
year is entitle Marvelous Super Heroes of the Bible: God’s Power in Action. We have a wide 
range of ages of children in this class, but not enough volume to split off the  older kids from 
the younger ones. 

 
No Journey in Faith (JIF) for Now 
Father Allen has decided to forego hosting his monthly JIF classes until such time as we can 
start having pitch-In suppers again. Part of the draw of the classes he has hosted in the past 
has been the ability to come together in fellowship around a meal, and then have a time of 
learning. The JIF classes follow a similar format to the Lenten program with soup suppers. 
The difference is that the Lenten studies have a common theme during the five to six week 
Lenten period, while the JIF classes have a different topic every month. Hopefully, the new 
virus outbreak will wane quickly and Father Allen can start up the JIF classes. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

 

September 
FOOD PANTRY 

 

Spaghetti Sauce 
 

October 
FOOD PANTRY 

                  Pasta 
  

 

Outreach Distribution 
Schedule for September 

  
Posey Humane Society—$500 

Sewanee Seminary—$1500 

Outreach Distribution 
Schedule for October 

 

Posey County Health Department 
Nurse —$1,000.00 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Posey 
County —$500 

Please place items in  

the plastic tote located in the  

Parish Hall. 

Updating Our Church Website 
Father Allen has been slowly updating the church website. Since the church began live streaming      
services back in March of 2020, each week, the website address has been mentioned. We get a lot of 
traffic to the website. One of the projects Father Allen had to do for the College of Congregational    
Development in Seattle was a virtual visit with an assigned congregation. The visit included researching 
the congregation’s on-line present. Father Allen noticed that the designated church’s website was sorely 
outdated. That led him to wonder just how outdated was St. John’s website. It also came to a shock to 
Father Allen when he received a telephone call from a woman stating that she had looked all over our 
website and could not find the time of our Sunday service. This was a horrifying insight. So, along with 
adding the service time to the church website, relatively new photos have been added. The last photos 
posted were from 2017. Some events that were still being posted, like the Women’s Wednesday Bible 
Study, was put on pause. Audio sermons are being added to the website. Leadership information is   
being updated. The purpose of keeping the website up-to-date is to have it be as informational, relevant, 
and inviting as possible to anyone who might seriously consider joining us on a Sunday morning.      
Father Allen is asking the congregation to go to our church website at www.mtvstjohns.org and look at 
all the pages and links with a fresh set of eyes. If you see anything that looks outdated, or if you think 
something is missing, please contact him to give him your ideas for keeping our on-line presence fresh. 
 

Live Streaming Video Glitches 
Glitches in the live streaming of Sunday services were very rare until recently. In early August, the service started 
streaming with choppy video.  The sound was still good, but the video was a little hard to watch. The first time this 
happened, the laptop computer’s Windows operating system decided to start downloading a system update just as 
the Sunday service was about to start. This significantly slowed down the video speed. Father Allen was having 
trouble connecting to the internet for a Friday Morning prayer service. He switched out the internet (ethernet)    
cable, then the video worked fine. Two more Sunday’s went by with glitchy video. Then finally, Father Allen was 
again having trouble trying to connect to the internet for a Friday Morning Prayer service. He switched out the   
internet cable again, with no luck. He was wondering if the extreme summer heat was affecting the cable,          
especially the portion that runs outside the building in the prayer garden. Father Allen finally  decided to take the 
laptop and hook it up to the internet cable in his office. Even with his office cable plugged in, the internet would not 
connect on the laptop. The diagnosis: the internet socket on the laptop had gone bad. The laptop is currently in the 
shop for repairs. In the meantime, Father Allen is back to live streaming services using his cell phone. He asks you 
to be patient while the computer is being fixed and the live streaming wrinkles get ironed out. As mentioned, the 
audio is working fine, so you can still  listen to the service and the sermon. 
 

http://www.mtvstjohns.org
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 Our Church Activities 

Capital Campaign Update 
The Capital Campaign Projects Committee met on August 5th to follow up on the meeting that took 
place back in April. A lot of research and pricing took place over the summer on the committee’s 
efforts to continue rehabilitating the house next door to the church. But, before I get into the nuts 
and bolts of the committee’s work, let us look at the financial picture. 
Campaign Financial Report 
 Our original goal was to raise $200,000 
 $191,906.00 was pledged in April 2019 
 $183,044.92 is the current amount that has been contributed 
 $41,205.78 is currently available for projects 
 $8,000 Bob Webster memorial funds to spend on the front porch 
A personal financial statement was recently sent out to everyone that pledged to the campaign. It 
was sent primarily to those members that have paid in full their pledge, and those who still owe on 
their pledge. Please keep in mind that the campaign does not officially end until May 1st of next year, 
so there is plenty of time to fulfill your pledge.  We are still hoping to hit the $200,000 mark, so even 
if you have paid in full, please consider if you can further help with the financial goal. We will most 
likely need to hit the $200,000 mark to have the funds to completely renovate the house. Below is the 
priority list we set back in April. 
1. Kitchen 
2. Downstairs bathroom 
3. Upstairs bathroom 
4. Front Porch 
5. Roof 
6. Back porch screening 
7. Upstairs bedroom floor (blue paint stained) 
8. Replace old and damaged light fixtures 
9. Clean and repair gutters 
10. Exterior Landscaping (Brick patio and sidewalks) 
11. Back Fencing 
Paint in basement 
Additional tasks 
Take nails out of basement doorway 
Clean additional junk out of basement 
Shore up basement water pipes 
Repair cabinet door in front reading room 
Overall interior cleaning 
 

Projects that have been approved. 
The kitchen is being remodeled by LOWE’S Home Improvement at a cost of $15,422.57. 
The roof is estimated to cost $13,100 and All Star Roofing is doing the work. 
The two bathrooms are estimated to cost $9,000. 
Replacing the front porch decking is estimated to cost between $4,000 and $5,000. Sue Webster has 
graciously agreed to have the porch replaced using Bob’s memorial funds. 
 

The kitchen will most likely not be completed until early next year due to manufacturing delays       
because of the COVID  virus. We hope to have the majority of projects completed by late next spring 
or early summer. By then, we should have a good idea what purpose the house will serve the church. 
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Our Church Activities 
Women’s Bible Study 
Beth has been asking around among the women of the parish 
about restarting a weekly Bible study. So far, the responses Beth 
has received indicate that past participants are a  little too busy 
right now. Father Allen would like to see some form of weekly 
Bible study take place in the parish. If you are interested in such 
a Bible study, please contact Beth. Maybe you can also invite a 
friend to join the group? 
 
 

DIMINISHING CARILLON SOUND 
 

Over the last year and a half, the volume of our Verdin carillon has 
been diminishing. The sound has gotten so low recently that Walt 
Brunton, who lives across the street from the church, asked if we 
had turned off our carillon. During that period of time, Father             
Allen had been slowly increasing the inputs and volume of the 
amplifier. Finally, he called Verdin to inquire about the decreased 
volume. The technician he spoke with guided him through        
adjusting some of the setting on the actual carillon computer unit. 
This tweaking helped somewhat. The volume is a little louder, but 
the Verdin technician stated that the speakers and amplifier may 
need to be replaced. The sound will eventually get weaker again 
over time. The current cost to replace the speakers and amplifier is 
$3,500. This issue was presented to the Vestry in August, and            

given our tight budget, it was decided to hold off on make the repairs. For reference, the 
carillon was purchased and installed in 2008, thus it is 13 years old. 
 
 

Collecting for United Thank Offering this Fall 
 

During the first few years of my time as priest of St. John’s, we collected coins twice a year, 
spring and fall, for United Thank Offering (UTO). However, about five years ago, we 
switched our fall collection to go towards the Episcopal Fund for Human Need (EFHN). 
There is a difference between the two funds. The UTO collection goes to the national 
church, but each diocese receives two grants each year from the UTO fund. EFHN was a 
fund established during the tenure of Bishop Ted Jones. EFHN funds go to serve social       
service agencies in our own diocese. One such agency in Mt. Vernon that has received 
funds from EFHN is the Community Emergency Assistance Board. In the last couple of 
years, EFHN has fallen on hard times with fewer individuals and parishes contributing to 
the fund. Prior to COVID, the Executive Council of the diocese was looking into a way to 
save EFHN or develop another such fund to help ministries in our diocese. The work of the 
Executive Council was put on hold for now. We were told by the diocese to collect funds 
this fall for UTO, but plan to collect funds for a new EFHN sometime next year. The         
collection dates for UTO will be the first two Sundays in November; the 7th and 14th. If you 
are not already saving coins, please start to do so for our fall collection. 
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 Our Church & Community 

The Blessing of the Animals 
service will take place on  
Sunday, October 3rd at 4:00 P.M. 
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Our Church & Community 

Saying Goodbye to Sheila Lacey 
In early August, Sheila Lacey announced that she had  
accepted an offer to be the full-time organist at her 
home church in New Harmony. Sheila had been playing 
for them along with her mother, when Sheila was not      
playing for us. Her mother wants to stop playing, and so 
they need a full-time organist. Sheila is looking to leave 
us as soon as possible. The problem we have is that    
despite word of mouth advertising, Facebook postings, 
and newspaper Ads for the organist/pianist position, we 
have not received any real offers. We did get one offer to 
play from our Facebook posting from someone that lives 
in Zimbabwe, Africa. I don’t think that is going to work 
out for us. Melanie Edling has made it clear that she 
does not want to play full-time. And, it works to our    
advantage to have two people playing for us. Sheila and Melanie were good about swapping     
playing dates when they had planned vacations. We will miss Sheila. She and Melanie have given us 
two different and wonderful versions of playing styles. Please help to get the word out that we are 
hiring a part-time organist or pianist. “Plan B” might be to have Melanie record hymns for us on the 
Sundays she  cannot be with us. 
 
 

NO ST. JOHN’S RIVER DAYS BOOTH THIS YEAR 
 

At the August 19th Vestry meeting, the Vestry discussed and voted to cancel our plans to host a 
booth at this year’s Mt. Vernon River Days Festival. The results of the survey sent out earlier in the 
summer revealed that there was still interest and enough help among members of the parish to 
have the booth. Plans had been made and supplies for the booth had been purchased. What we 
did not plan for was the massive resurgence of the COVID 19 virus, specially the Delta variant of the 
virus. The Delta variant has proved to be far more contagious than the original strain of the virus. 
Our county numbers are just too high right now to risk exposing our members to the virus. Even 
those who have been vaccinated are contracting the virus and either getting sick from it or at least 
passing it on to other people. The nature of our booth is another limiting factor. If we were simply 
an information booth about our church we could probably be safe by placing literature on a table 
and keeping a safe distance from the crowd. However, we are a food vender booth, and we already 
know from past experience how much of traffic we get to our booth from selling cotton candy and 
our homemade lemonade (Episcopade). The decision to not have a booth for two years in a row 
involved much discussion among Vestry members and the vote was not an easy one to make. In 
the end, the consensus was to play it safe. Except for the cotton candy sugar that was  purchased, 
all of the other supplies will still be good for next year. We will be back with a booth at River Days 
next year.  We feel it is in our best interest to have this type of positive exposure to the church 
within our community. 



S
er

v
in

g 
C

h
ri

st
 t

h
ro

u
gh

…
 

Connecting Kids To God 
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 Events & Celebrations 

October 2021 
03 — St. Francis Blessing of Animals, 4:00 p.m. 

04 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04-11—Fr. Allen & Lydia will be on vacation 

06 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

8 &11 — Columbus Day, Fall break for schools 

18 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

19 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association meeting 

21 — Vestry Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 

31 — Halloween 

October Birthdays: 
01 — Joetta Beebe 
06 — Alexa (Cox) Donnellan 
07 — Karen Lawson 
12 — Brian Nichols 
13 — John Gerton 
15 — Gracie Bell 
18 — Mary Dawn Weaver 
27 — Phillip Bell 
30 — Wade Harlow 

October Anniversaries: 
06 — Bill & Susan Gooden 

September 2021 
01 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — Labor Day Holiday (church office closed) 

10 — Set up booth for River Days, 5:00 p.m. 

10-11 — Mt. Vernon River Days Festival 

15 — Clergy meeting at Waycross 

16 — Vestry Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 

19 — ALL SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 
BEGIN 

20 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

21 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association  

22 — See You At The Pole prayer service, 7:30 
A.M. at the Mt. Vernon High School Football 
Stadium 

26 — Holy Hike, 2:00 P.M. at Hartman          
Arboretum in Evansville 

September Birthdays: 
03 — Grace Cox 

05 — Bailey Weaver 

07 — Lexxi Watts 

09 — Michael Weatherford 

12 — Susan Colson 

24 — Dylan Rutherford 

25 — Robert Henry Bell 

28 — Sara Goad 

September Anniversaries: 
02—Allan & Cuma Maurer 

 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly let us 
know so we can update our files. 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

Church Office Closed 
to observe the Holiday 


