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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ     
 

     I briefly reported at the tail end of my cover article last month that St. John’s received approval of a resource 
grant from the Center For Congregations (CFC) to hire a consultant to assist the parish in a three-phase capital 
campaign; A discernment phase, a feasibility phase, and a fundraising phase.  The CFC grant is paying for half of 
the consultant cost. We also submitted a copy of the grant to our diocese and received their approval. The diocese 
is paying for a quarter of the cost. St. John’s is responsible for only a quarter of the cost of the consultants work.  
Our overall cost for the consultant is $4,437.50. We only asked in the grant for money to assist in paying for the  
consultant’s work through all three phases of the capital campaign. Any costs beyond the consultant’s work, such  
as catering for congregational meetings, meeting supplies, etc. are also our responsibility. We have hired Church 
Campaign Services, based out of Evansville. Rev. Michael Erwin is the Director of the company. 
www.churchcampaignservices.org 
     The original team of four St. John’s members has now been expanded to six members, not including myself.  
The original team consisted of Gail Robb, Brian Nichols, Susan Harrison, and Earl Harlow. Now, Susie Colson and 
Gracie Bell have been added to the team. We held our first meeting with Michael Erwin on August 8th. Michael        
invited Rev. Bob Coon (Owensboro) who is on Michael’s staff and familiar with small churches and discernment 
processes. Bob led the meeting, while Michael took notes and added follow-up feedback. It was at this meeting that 
the team received its “marching orders.” The focus of this meeting was directed toward planning the first phase of 
the campaign, the discernment process.  
     We were instructed to plan on holding three congregational meetings, spaced roughly a month apart. It was 
stressed to the team to urge members of the congregation to attend ALL THREE MEETINGS if possible. Each      
congregational gathering is sequential. The first gathering will be BRAINSTORMING. “What are your wildest dreams 
for the future of St. John’s?” No idea is too absurd, too big, or too trivial. The second gathering will include a few 
additional ideas, but will NARROW THE FOCUS and prioritize the number of ideas. The third meeting will FINALIZE 
A LIST to move forward into the feasibility phase of the campaign. 
     The consultants, Michael and Bob, stated we could hold these meetings at any time EXCEPT Sunday mornings, 
since they must be present to facilitate these gatherings, and they both pastor churches themselves. The team     
discussed possible weeknights, staggered each month on different nights. What we fully understand is that we    
could not fit these meetings into everyone’s schedule.  What we want and hope is that everyone will understand the 
importance of these meetings to the future ministry of St. John’s and will alter their schedule to attend these         
meetings. We finally settled on Sunday evenings beginning at 5:00 P.M.  Our hostess, Gracie Bell, is planning 
on a fun theme for all three meetings. Food and beverages will be provided, including gluten-free options. We will be 
sending each household an invitation and details will be posted in numerous ways.   
You will not be able to say, “I did not know about these meetings.” 
 

Please Mark these Dates on Your Calendar: 

SEPTEMBER 16     OCTOBER 7                    NOVEMBER 4 
 

Something was said about the Rector taking a cream pie to the face if we can get at least 35 members to attend. 
The Rite 13 and J2A teens are invited to participate in these meetings. Babysitting will be available. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Allen+ 

“No one puts new wine into old  

wineskins; otherwise, the skins will burst 

and spoil the wine; but new wine is put 

into new wineskins and so both are  

preserved.” 

http://www.churchcampaignservices.org


Serving Christ In The Community For 160 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis; The          

Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday  
Robin Price, 8:00-NOON 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home:  812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Serving Christ In The Community For 160 Years 

Sunday Morning Schedule — 

 

8:45-9:45a.m.  Rite 13 Group  
9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study, Choir Rehearsal, 
& Children’s SS Class  
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available beginning at 8:45a.m. 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 

Proclaim the love of God and the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ through prayer, 
study, and action. 

 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 

 Recognize God as the author of all 
 creation 

 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 
 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 
 

 Lend a helping hand to those in 
 any kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

Weekday Schedule  

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. 
Morning Prayer 

Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
 

Look us up on the web at www.mtvstjohns.org 
Also become our friend on Facebook: mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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 Leadership at Church and Work 
Does St. John’s have a prayer chain? 
 

      I was recently asked this question. The answer is “Yes”, but not in the older sense 
of the function of a prayer chain. It used to be that someone would call someone about 
a prayer request and that would activate a series of telephone calls to all members 
down the chain. In this modern age, fewer people have home telephone service, but 
do respond to text messages. Prayers are also conveyed and passed along by e-mail, 
but even some people are checking e-mail less frequent in the messaging age.   
“Yes”, St. John’s still has a prayer chain, but in this age of privacy laws, churches are 
putting tighter restrictions on which people are publicly prayed for and how they are being offered prayer.  
     I receive both texts and e-mails requesting prayer. Unless the person sending the request is specific in their 
intentions, I have to ask a series of questions. Do you want this request to be broadcast and shared with the 
entire congregation? If they say “Yes”, then the request is forwarded to the entire congregation.  This is as close 
to the old fashioned prayer chain as we will get. We are a small family congregation in a small town, so once a 
few people know about the prayer request, others will find out as well. Some even through telephone calls. I also 
ask if the prayer request is to be published in our Sunday Prayers of the People or strictly on a daily prayer list. 
Some people want me to offer private daily prayer, but do not want the more public Sunday prayer. I have a 
somewhat general list of people I prayer for every day, some prayed out loud, others in silent prayer. 
     The bottom line is that members of the church and others are being prayed for, if their needs are made 
known to me. If desired, that prayer request is shared openly and widely.  I do observe confidentiality and 
privacy. If I am asked not to spread prayer request information, then you did not hear it from me, or if I do say 
something, the information did not start from me.  I will also point out that I do find out about prayer requests 
through Facebook, which is a fairly public media.  
I hope this clears up any confusion about the way prayers are handled at St. John’s. 

TREASURER’S  NOTES  
 
 

     First of all I want to thank everyone so much for your consistent giving to St. John’s during the summer 

months.  We’re now very close to kicking off the new “program year” with Sunday school classes and the 

return of the choir. Our pledge givers and all our dedicated givers to the church have done an excellent job 

keeping our budget right on track!  A huge “THANK YOU!” to all of you. Thanks be to God for all our blessings 

which include ALL the people who care about the future of this parish. 

     Speaking of the future of this parish, in just a couple of weeks, the entire congregation is going to have its 

best opportunity in a LONG time to really effect the future direction of our Church. I hope everyone who is 

able will make it a priority to participate in all our upcoming Discernment Meetings. As far as I know, this 

parish has never attempted a project through a process like this before.  There will be quite a bit of money in 

addition to the time and talents of MANY church members to make this process a HUGE success!!  But the 

best way for this process to really work as intended is for as many members as possible to participate!! 

     Financially, this parish is in very good shape.  We have made many small upgrades and improvements 

during the year.  Our budget is hanging together even with some additional costs tossed in along the way!  

The Morris Fund is really chugging along and strongly producing all the backing we need to keep the budget 

in balance. There have been a few minor portfolio adjustments the past few months but overall, our holdings 

have been very stable and performing as projected. 

     Thank you, each and everyone.  Without the blessings of God and ALL of our dedicated members, the 

accomplishments of this small but mighty church family would NOT be possible.  Join us as we fill our NEW 

WINESKINS with ideas and goals for the future of this Church.  May the Holy Spirit continue to guide this 

parish in the very BEST way to walk in the way of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 
Susan Harrison, Treasurer 



 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

CLASS TIMES 
 

Rite 13 Class 

8:45 A.M. (SHARP!) 
 

Adult Bible Study 

9:00 A.M. 
 

Pre-K—4th Grade 

9:00 A.M. 
 

The Nursery will be staffed at  

8:45 A.M. for anyone with  

little children wishing to 

participate in the Adult Bible 

Study. 

 

Confirmation Classes for 

Teens & Adults will 

begin in early November. 

Exact schedule and times still 

to be determined. 
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Christian Education & Formation 

 

PROGRAM YEAR  KICK-OFF BREAKING WITH TRADITION 

THERE WILL BE NO PITCH-IN LUNCH AFTER THE SERVICE 
 

SEPTEMBER 16th 

All Sunday School classes will meet in their respective classrooms at their 

regular times listed below: 

Sunday Morning  
Adult Bible Study 

 

The Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study group 
will begin on 
September 16th at 
9:00AM.   
 

This year will be 
devoted to studying 
the Book of Acts. 

Journey in Faith 
 

Adult Inquirer’s Class 

September 12, 2018 

6:00 P.M. 
 

SUICIDE AWARENESS 
AND PREVENTION 

 

 

A Model For Anyone 
Confronted with 

Someone in a Crisis Situation  
 
 

Other Monthly topics: 
 St. Francis & The Animals 
 The Deadly Sins 
 Ministry Defined 

September 16th 
 Choir Resumes 

 

We look forward to all of our choir 
members inspiring and leading the 
congregation in worship music and 

providing their unique offertory anthems 
and hymns starting back on Sept. 16th. 
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 Reaching Out To Others  

FOOD PANTRY  
September 

 Contribution 
 

Spaghetti Sauce 
 

Please bring in  

cans of spaghetti 

sauce and place 

them in the round 

bin in the parish 

hall.   

September Outreach Tithe Recipients 
 

River Bend Food Pantry $750 
Posey County Jail Ministry $500 
Posey County Rehabilitation Center $500 
Gilda’s Club $500 

Blessing of the  
Animals Service  

in honor  
of St. Francis 

Sunday, September 30th, 
4:00p.m. 

 

On the front lawn of St. John’s, or in 
the parish hall if inclement weather. 

 

All pets are 
welcome.  Everyone 
is welcome to come 
and participate in 
the service, even if 
you don’t have a 
pet.  Past services 

have 
been 

both prayerful and               
entertaining. 

 
We are asking people to 
bring donations of dog 

and cat food on Sunday 
morning or to the 

FALL 

CLEANING 
 

As you are cleaning out 

closets and switching from 

summer to winter clothes, 

don’t forget about the 

rummage sale  

on October 27th. 

River Ministry Christmas  
It is that time of year again to start purchasing and 
bringing into the church your annual donations for 
this ministry.  We are collecting these items until 

Sunday, November 11th.  
 

Sunday, October 28th the congregation will have the 
opportunity to fellowship and create unique Christmas Cards 

after the morning service.  

 Chewing Gum 

 Unscented, Colorless Lip Balm  

 Unscented, Hypoallergenic  

 Hand Lotion (2-4 oz. bottles) 

 Playing Cards and Puzzle Books 

 Individual packages of microwave popcorn 

 Individual packages of facial tissue 

 Sealed Packages of Holiday Sweets 

 Pre-stamped postcards 
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River Days Festival 
2018 St. John’s “Sweet Shop” Booth Details 
 

We will be open all THREE days! September 7
th

, 8
th

, & 9th 
 

THURSDAY EVENING, September 6th   
Loading and Set Up:    We will meet at the parish hall at 5:00 p.m. 
Make two batches of Episcopade for pick-up on Friday Morning. 
 

FRIDAY MORNING, September 7th  
Product Pick up & Continuing Set Up:  

 Set up volunteers meet at river front at 8:00 a.m. 

 A couple of volunteers pick up product from parish hall. 
 

Friday and Saturday evenings are always our busy times, we need plenty of booth workers and help 
stowing away gear at the close of the evening’s sales. 
 

SATURDAY MORNING, September 8th  
Product Pick up & Resetting booth:  

 Set up volunteers meet at river front at 8:00 a.m. 

 A couple of volunteers make or pick up more product from parish hall. 
In previous years if the weather is chilly, we have tried to be open early enough to sell coffee and/or hot 
chocolate. If we have cool weather, we would like to open by 9:00a.m. 

Because we will be open on Sunday, we will be stowing gear and NOT tearing down on Saturday evening. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING, September 9th: Worship Service at the church, 8:00a.m. 
 

NO COFFEE HOUR AFTER SERVICE! 

We are encouraging members to either volunteer at the booth or go down to the river front and listen to gospel 
music and have refreshments there. 
 

SUNDAY AFTERNOON, September 9th  
The Festival Ends at Approximately 3:00p.m. We would like to have volunteers ready to tear down by 
2:00p.m. If there is still a crowd and sales are going well we will hold off tearing down until 3:00pm, but if sales 
are slow, we will begin tear down at 2:00p.m. 
 

SIGN-UP SHEET 
A booth worker sign-up sheet is now posted on the parish hall bulletin board. 
 

SALES PROCEEDS SPLIT 
Friday and Sunday’s sales will go towards the Youth Group fund.  Saturday’s sales will go into the Capital Projects fund. 
 

“OH, FUDGE” 
We are hoping to have enough fudge to sell all three days, so we need plenty of fudge makers.  We would like mostly 
chocolate and peanut butter.  We will accept small quantities of other varieties. NOTE:  Fudge recipes are typically made in 
a 9” x 9” pan.  Cut into 1½” squares.; bagged in sandwich bags, three pieces to a bag.  We hope for consistency in our 
product sales.  Please let Robin know what type of fudge you are making so she can make labels. If you can’t 

make fudge, we would love to have someone make peanut brittle or caramel squares. 

IF WE HAVE FORGOTTEN A DETAIL, PLEASE E-MAIL FATHER ALLEN. 



S
er

v
in

g 
C

hr
is

t 
th

ro
u

g
h…

 
Sweet Shop Recipes 

3 cups sugar 

3/4 cup butter or margarine 

2/3 cup evaporated milk (1 small 5 oz. can) Do NOT use sweetened 

condensed milk) 

1 12-oz. (340 g) package semi-sweet chocolate chips 

1 7-oz. (198 g) jar Marshmallow creme 

1 cup chopped nuts (if desired) 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract  
 

Line 9-inch square pan with Reynolds Wrap® Aluminum Foil, with ends of foil extending over sides. 
Bring sugar, butter and evaporated milk to full rolling boil in 3-qt. saucepan on medium heat, 
stirring constantly. Cook 3 min. or until candy thermometer reaches 234°F, stirring constantly. 
Remove from heat.  

Add chocolate and marshmallow creme; stir until melted. Add nuts and vanilla; mix well.  
 

Pour into prepared pan; spread to cover bottom of pan. Cool completely. Use foil handles to lift 
fudge from pan before cutting into 1 1/2-inch squares.  

Note: Most pans are NOT an exact 9” x 9” on the bottom! 

Ingredients 

1/2 cup butter  

1/2 cup light corn syrup  

1/2 cup light brown sugar  

1/2 cup white sugar  

1/2 cup sweetened condensed milk  

1 teaspoon vanilla  

Instructions 

Butter an 8-inch square pan, or for thicker caramels, a 9x5 inch loaf pan. If you like, you can then line the 

buttered pan with foil and butter the foil. 

Melt butter in a large microwaveable bowl (microwave for about 1 minute). 

Stir in the corn syrup, both sugars and sweetened condensed milk. Continue stirring until most of the sugar 

is dissolved. 

Microwave on high for 3 minutes and 5 to 15 seconds. ( I recommend starting with the shorter time of 3 

minutes 5 seconds, since I'd rather have my caramels too soft than too hard). Remove from 

microwave and stir and scrape down the sides of the bowl. 

Return to microwave and cook on high for another 3 minutes and 5 to 15 seconds. Stir in the vanilla. Pour 

immediately into the buttered dish. 

Allow to sit for several hours until cooled and set. Cut into squares and wrap in waxed paper. 

Recipe Notes 

Two cooking times of 3 minutes each (6 minutes total) should give you a caramel that is quite soft. Three 
minutes and 10-15 seconds each time should give you a slightly firmer caramel, but it all depends on your 
microwave. I recommend erring on the side of softer caramels and starting with a shorter cooking time 
until you figure out your own microwave. 
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Connecting Kids To God 
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Operation Christmas Child 

 

Step One: We have pre-printed boxes from 
Samaritan’s Purse. No need to find one! The cost 
to ship is $.00. St. John’s has set aside a fund for 
the shipping.  If you prefer, you can donate 
online, and use a special “Follow Your Box” label 
and see the final destionation of your box. 

Step Three: Select a quality “wow” toy such as a 

doll, soccer ball with pump, or stuffed animal. Then add 
other fun toys, hygiene items, and school supplies.  

Step Two: Girl or Boy? 
 

Decide whether you will pack a box for a girl or a boy, 
and the age category: 2-4, 5-9, or 10-14. 

Step Four: Pray  
 

Most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your 
gift. You can also include a personal note and photo. 

Collection of the Shoeboxes will take place on  
November 11th. 

 

National collection week is  
November 12-19 

 

 

 

 

Candy; toothpaste; gum; used or damagaed items; war-related items such as toy guns, 

knives or military figures; seeds; chocolate or food; fruit rolls or other fruit snacks; 

drink mixes (powdered or liquid); liquids or lotions; medications or vitamins; breakable 

items such as snowglobes or glass containers; aerosol cans. 



September Birthdays: 
01 — Isaac Underwood 

03 — Grace Cox 

05 — Bailey Weaver 

07 — Lexxi Watts 

09 — Michael Weatherford 

12 — Susan Colson 

24 — Dylan Rutherford 

25 — Robert Henry Bell 

28 — Sara Goad 

September Anniversaries: 
None 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly let us 

know so we can update our files. 

September 2017 
03 — Labor Day Holiday (church office closed) 

05 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — Set up booth for River Days, 5:00 p.m. 

07-09 — Mt. Vernon River Days Festival 

09 — St. John’s will hold an early morning       

 service at the church in order to have our 

 booth open on Sunday 

15 — Executive Council meeting @ Waycross 

16 — Kick-Off Sunday for Children’s Sunday 

 School classes and choir; NO pitch-in 

lunch  following the service 

17 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

18 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association  

20 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

23 — Adult, Sunday Morning Bible Study       

 begins, 9:00 a.m., parish hall 
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Events & Celebrations 

Ingredients 

 18 oz. (almost two bags) of  

NESTLE® TOLL HOUSE® 
Pumpkin Spice morsels 

 1 - 14 oz. can sweetened  

condensed milk 

 pinch of salt 

 1 tsp. pure vanilla extract 

 1 cup coarsely chopped  

roasted and salted pecans, 
divided 

Instructions 
1. Line an 8" x 8" pan with foil and spray with 
cooking spray. 

2. In a medium sized sauce pan, add the Pumpkin 
Spice morsels, sweetened condensed milk, and 
pinch of salt. On medium heat, melt the morsels 
with the milk and salt stirring occasionally. When 
completely melted, remove from heat and add 
vanilla and all but 3 TBS of the chopped pecans. 

3. Pour mixture into prepared pan. Sprinkle with 
remaining chopped pecans and refrigerate for 2 
hours, or until firm. 

4. When firm, remove fudge with foil and peel foil 
from bottom of fudge. Cut into pieces and enjoy! 

Father Allen, Beth 
Russell from Family 
Matters and Beth 
Schilling from Big 
Brothers & Big 
Sisters were on 
hand to provide 
information about 
their programs and 
give out free goodies 
at the United Fidelity 
Community Days, 
August 25th. 
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St. John’s Church 
Fall Eucharist & Picnic 

 

 
SUNDAY  

OCTOBER 14th 
10:00 A.M. 

 
 

Harmonie State Park 
TULIP SHELTER HOUSE  

(weather permitting) 
 
 

NO SERVICE AT THE CHURCH THAT DAY 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES THAT DAY 

 

There is a $7 per car entrance fee  
into the park.   

 

Meat will be provided. 
Side dishes, desserts, and drinks can be 

provided by parishioners. 
 

Please mark this on your calendar and come join us 
for a great day of worship, food, fun, and  

fellowship in the great outdoors. 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


