
The monthly newsletter of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Mt. Vernon        October, 2017 

St. John’s 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ     
 

     I have not lived a nomadic life.  I lived in the same house of my birth until I moved away to Indianapolis to work, 
and live a married life.  As reported in last month’s newsletter, Lydia and I just purchased and moved into a new 
(new to us) house in Mt. Vernon. This will make only the sixth time in our 34 years of marriage that we have 
moved from one residence to another. I think my brother Ray holds the record for most moves in a lifetime, and I’m 
not sure if he is done moving. When I was a teenager and young adult, it seemed I was helping him move about 
every two years. Unfortunately, he still owes me for quite a few moves and conveniently made himself unavailable 
during this move. 
     One of the more well-known moving stories in the Bible comes from the book of Genesis. Yahweh tells Abram 
to take a leap of faith and pack up and move, not telling him the final destination. Having just undergone a modern 
move, I thought it would be interesting to ponder (tongue in cheek) what it would take for Abram to make the same 
move under today’s rules and regulations. 
 Abram would have had difficulty booking his move with “Two Sheiks and A Camel” moving company, because  

the Lord did not give him the exact address of his final moving destination. Abram to the movers, “just head 
southwest until a voice from the sky tells you to stop.” 

 Abram would have to notify the lamp oil company in Haran to stop delivery service when he departed, and notify 
the new lamp oil company in Cana when he would need his first delivery. The start up fee for lamp oil delivery 
isn’t cheap. 

 Likewise, Abram would have to contact the well company to cap the well at his old camp site when he vacated 
the premises and make sure the well company in Canaan didn’t cap off the well at the new location to which he 
was moving. It would not be fun to arrive at his new tent site and find out he cannot access the water. 

 Abram would have to schedule an inspection to make sure his new Promised Land did not contain lead paint,    
asbestos, or buried chemicals of any kind. Was he pitching his tent in a flood zone? 

 Also, a separate inspection would need to be done to make sure there were no active colonies of termites,  
Amorites, Hittites, Jebusites, or Ammonites on the property. 

 Abram would have to pay for a survey to be performed to make sure there were no easement issues. Heaven    
forbid that Abram would set up his tent on someone else’s property, or graze his flocks across property lines. 

 And, each time Abram crossed over the border from one nation to another to get to this Promised Land, he 
would have to stop and have his flocks and herds inspected for disease. They might have to be quarantined 
and/or vaccinated each time. 

 Once in the Promised Land, Abram would have to declare if he was going to reside on the property he pitches 
his tent, or was he planning on renting it out or subletting?  

 Zoning laws would have to be consulted. Would Abram be using the property as residential, commercial, or    
agricultural? Since he built an altar on the property to worship the Lord, would he be exempt from paying     
property taxes as a religious organization? 

 Finally, how long would Abram have to wait to get new carpeting and rugs at his new tent site? 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 

Allen+ 

The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land 
that I will show you. 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. 5Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son 
Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the persons whom they had acquired in Haran; 
and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, 7Then the 
LORD appeared to Abram, and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built there an altar 
to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 8From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of     
Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to 
the LORD and invoked the name of the LORD. (Genesis 12:1-8) 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 

 Proclaim the love of God and the 
 Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 

 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 
 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 
 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Secretary, Robin Price 
Monday-Friday: 8:00a.m. to Noon 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home:  812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 
 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
StJohns Church or 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00a.m. 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A & Rite 13 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-5th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mrs. Barry Cox, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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Leadership 

 TREASURER’S  NOTES 
     The dumpster is in place along the 6th Street side of the church and shingles should be flying! Over the 
next couple of weeks, our improvement projects should be well under way. Please “excuse our mess” while 
the new shingles and new lighting are being installed. 
     We had a very successful fund raising effort at River Days this year.  The Rite 13/ J2A mission trip 
account got a boost of $1,093.00 from the Sat. proceeds and Capital Projects received an addition of 
$955.75.  A blessed result from a booth where the most expensive item for sale cost $2!  Way to go small 
but mighty church family!  Believe it or not -- we now need to start thinking about our Christmas and 
“end of year” giving!  Samaritan’s purse Christmas Shoe Boxes are now available in the parish hall to be 
picked up by anyone wanting to fill a box or two. The Outreach budget has money available to pay the 
postage for the boxes - so all you have to do is fill the boxes, label them and we can finish them up for 
you!  Also our “pet” project of the River Ministry Christmas collection is already under way. By mid 
November Rev. Kempton Baldridge will be making his rounds of the churches to collect the donations.  
There is a list of needed items on the collection box in the parish hall.  Pretty soon there will also be gift 
information available from the Posey County Christmas Assistance Program.  As in recent years, we will 
again fill the gift tag requests and then return the wrapped tagged gifts back to the church. 
     Finally, October begins the 4th quarter of 2017.  Giving statements will be sent out shortly so you will 
all have an idea of how to plan for finishing up your pledges and to make sure your annual giving targets 
have been met.  As I have mentioned before, all tax deductible contributions to St. John’s to be credited in 
2017 must be into the church office in time to be deposited into the bank PRIOR to Dec.31, 2017. 
      Thanks be to God and ALL the dedicated members of this church family for the MANY blessings 
constantly being bestowed upon this parish.  Thank God each day for the gifts and talents of all who 
contribute to fulfilling the mission of St. John’s.  Holy Spirit, guide our feet always, as we strive to walk 
in the way of our Savior Jesus Christ. Sending the bounty of our blessings out into our community and 
the world. 
Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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Leadership 

The following is a letter that was sent out to every congregation in the Mt. Vernon area. 

At the September 19th meeting of the Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association (MVMA), I announced 

my resignation as President of the Association. 

Shortly after arriving to St. John’s in July, 2005, I attended my first Ministerial Association meeting on 

September 20th.  By the middle of 2006, I was acting as President in place of Rev. Russ Abel. I served 

as President through 2009.  I became President of the Association again in February 2012 and have 

continued to serve in that capacity.  I have served as President of the Association for nine out of the 

twelve years I have been in Mt. Vernon. In the past two years I have served as both President and 

Secretary; running the meetings and recording minutes; and, with no Vice President of record.  

Thanks be to God for Mrs. Donna Hedges and her faithfulness as Treasurer the past few years.  

During the last twelve years, the membership of the MVMA has waxed and waned as various pastors 

have come and gone from congregations.  In the past few years, the membership has waned more 

than waxed.  I have spent the summer months praying and discerning the MVMA and my leadership 

of the Association. I believe that the MVMA is at a crossroads. I see three possible scenarios for the 

future.  1.) New leadership can step up and take my place and the MVMA can continue on as it has 

functioned.  2.) The MVMA can become something different; possibly a pastoral prayer and Bible 

study group.  3.) The MVMA can disband and go fallow for a period of time.  I do not want to 

abandon my support of the outreach ministries that have been prayerfully supported by the MVMA. 

I hope to continue serving these ministries. I just do not wish to be the President any longer. I have 

been honored and humbled to have been entrusted with the leadership of the Association, but it is 

time for a change and possibly a new start. 

After my resignation announcement, it was decided that this letter and a follow-up e-mail would be 

sent out regarding this issue.  I will lead one more monthly Ministerial Association meeting on 

Tuesday afternoon, October 17th at 3:00PM. The meeting will be held at First Presbyterian Church 

in Mt. Vernon.  The agenda for this meeting will be to discuss the future of the Ministerial 

Association, and the ministries that the Association supports. 

I am urging every congregation in Mt. Vernon to send a representative to this meeting, whether that 

be the pastor or a lay leader. This is an important meeting for the future of our cooperative ministry 

together. 

Your Brother in Christ, 

 

Rev. Allen D. Rutherford 

We were informed by Trinity United Church of Christ that they will be 
hosting a Trunk or Treat on Sunday Afternnoon, October 29th, in their 
gravel parking lot adjacent to our grassy lot.  St. John’s has been invited 
to join them.  Anyone who will be away on Halloween or lives in a 
neighborhood with few trick-or-treaters can bring your candy supply and 
set up in our lot. 
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Christian Education & Formation 

Journey in Faith 
Wednesday, October 4th 

 

MARRIAGE:  

OPPORTUNITIES TO 

LEARN AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

All of our Christian Education classes are 
now up and running again for the 2017-2018 
program year. 
 

Sara Goad is instructing the Pre-K and 
younger class. 
 

Father Allen is teaching  Kindergarten 
through Fourth Grade children.  
 

Susan Gooden is facilitating Adult Bible 
Study on Sunday morning. 
 

Beth Dingman will be instructing the J2A 
Youth Group. 
 

Lydia Rutherford will be working with the 
Rite 13 Youth Group. 
 

Joetta Beebe and Gracie Bell are substitute 
Facilitators. 
 

Jill Gerton and Susie Colson will be leading 
music sessions and organizing the Christmas 
Pageant. 

The evening starts with a light 
supper at 6:00pm.  Come and 

join the discussion.   

What does the Prayer 
Book and Bible really say 

about the subject.  

NOVEMBER JIF 

Will be held on Wednesday, 

November 8th.  This will be a change 

from the first Wednesday of the 

month schedule. 

 

In the month of 
October, Susan 
Gooden will be 
leading a 
discussion on the 
Book of the 
Prophet  Amos. 
Sunday 
Mornings;  
9:00-9:45 A.M. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

 

October 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

Boxes of Pasta 
 

The Food Pantry needs boxes of pasta—
spaghetti noodles, elbow macaroni, 

etc. (of any brand). 

Place the boxes in the designated 
round bin in the parish hall.  

Each Christmas, The Seaman’s 
Church Institute’s Ministry on 
the River requests donations of 
various items to assemble gift 
packages for the riverboat 
employees and their families. 
St. John’s has always been 
supportive of that project.  It is 
that time of year again to start 
purchasing and bringing into the 
church your annual donations for 
this ministry.  A bin is set up 
inside the parish hall door for 
your donations. 

It’s Time To Bring In Your River Ministry Christmas Items 
 Handmade Christmas Cards 
 Chewing Gum 
 Unscented, Colorless Lip Balm  
 Unscented, Hypoallergenic  
 Hand Lotion (2-4 oz. bottles) 
 Playing Cards and Puzzle Books 
 Individual packages of microwave 

popcorn 
 Individual packages of facial tissue 
 Sealed Packages of Holiday 

Sweets 
 Pre-stamped postcards 

  RUMMAGE SALE   
    Saturday, November 4th   

 

The St. John’s Women’s Guild will be hosting a fall rummage 
sale. All gently-used items are greatly appreciated for the sale.  

   

As you are beginning your transition from summer to fall items, 
be sure to set aside those items worthy of a rummage.  

  

Set up help is needed on Friday morning beginning at 
8:30am. Help is needed during the sale on Saturday 
beginning  at 8:00am. 

St. John’s Representation on  

the Family Matters Board 
 

After announcing his resignation as 

President of the Mt. Vernon, Father Allen 

contacted Beth Russell of Family Matters to 

have his name put into consideration for a 

future position on their Board. Since its 

creation in 2004, with the help of Bob 

Webster, St. John’s has had a close 

relationship with this social services agency. 

Kim Steele is currently serving her second 

term as the board President, and ending her 

third year on the board.  Father Allen is 

looking forward to carrying on the close ties 

we have with Family Matters in serving the 

community. 
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Our Church and Community 

November 12th 

Parish Clean Up Day 
 

Our fall clean up day will be held on 

Sunday, November 12th, to spruce up 

the yard, trim bushes, and rake a few 

leaves.  Please bring your work clothes, 

glove, and tools if you have them and 

plan to help us clean up our church 

grounds. If a second raking work day is 

needed, it will be held on Sunday, 

November 19th.  

Bring in your coins and 
fill the buckets! 

 

Episcopal 
Fund for 

Human Need 
Ingathering,   

November 5th 
& 12th 

 

Blessing of the  
Animals 
Service 

  

in honor of St. Francis 
Sunday, October 1st, 4:00p.m. 

 
On the front lawn of  

St. John’s, or in the parish hall if 
inclement weather. 

 

All pets are welcome.  Everyone is 
welcome to come and participate in the 
service, even if you don’t have a pet.  
Past services have been both prayerful 
and entertaining. 

 
We are asking 
people to 
bring 
donations of 
dog and cat 
food to the 
service for the 
Posey County 
Humane 
Society.  

Christmas Assistance Program 
 

Several articles and announcements in this 
October newsletter deal with Christmas-related 
programs. St. John’s received its annual request 
to sponsor children for the Posey County 
Christmas Assistance Program. In consultation 
with our Outreach Chair, Susan Gooden, it has 
been decided that St. John’s will sponsor twenty 
children this year. The gift tags for the children 
should be available for pick-up before 
Thanksgiving. 
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Worship & Fellowship 

St. John’s Church 
Fall Eucharist & Picnic 

 

SUNDAY  
OCTOBER 8th 

10:00 A.M. 
 

Harmonie State Park 
TULIP SHELTER 

(weather permitting) 
 

NO SERVICE AT THE CHURCH THAT DAY 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES THAT DAY 
 

There is a $7 per car entrance fee into the park.   
 

Fried Chicken and drinks will be provided. 
Side dishes and desserts can be provided by Parishioners. 

 

Please mark this on your calendar and come join us for a great 
day of worship, food, fun, and fellowship in the great outdoors. 

New St. John’s Shirt Proposal 
 

In recent years St. John’s has produced on a limited basis a variety of shirts featuring our name, logo, and events. 
However, it has been many years since a dressier shirt has been produced for the congregation. Thanks to the 
help of Susie Colson and her contacts at Southwest Grafix, we are proposing to the congregation a polo-style shirt 
with St. John’s name and the Episcopal shield. There has also been some interest in producing more of the light 
blue shirts worn by the teachers and children this past May on Recognition Sunday. All three shirts will only be 
printed on the front; the backs will be blank. Prices for the shirts will vary depending on the amount of orders we 
receive. We are not just printing bulk quantities of shirts in the hopes that the congregation will buy them. Instead, 
we will post a sign-up order sheet with sample photos. 
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2017 River Days Festival 



October Birthdays: 
01 — Joetta Beebe 

03 — Alex Jeffries 

06 — Alexa Cox 

07 — Karen Lawson 

09 — Bob Webster 

13 — John Gerton 

15 — Gracie Bell 

18 — Mary Dawn Weaver 

27 — Phillip Bell 

29 — David Madoc Jeffries 

30 — Wade Harlow 

October Anniversaries: 
06 — Bill & Susan Gooden 
 

If we got it wrong or missed it, let us know. 

October Dates to Mark on 
Your Calendar 
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Events & Celebrations 

01 — St. Francis Blessing of Animals, 4:00 p.m. 

02 —   St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

04 —   Journey in Faith, 6:00 p.m. parish hall 

08 — Harmonie State Park Worship Service and 

Picnic with St. Stephen’s, New Harmony 

09 — Columbus Day 

13-15 — Allen and Lydia will be gone for Dylan 

and Sammi’s Wedding Celebration 

15 — Father Charlie Carpenter will be returning to 

St. John’s to Officiant the Eucharist service. 

16 —   St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

17 —   Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 

meeting 

19 —   Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

26-28 — Diocesan Convention in Jeffersonville 

30 —   St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

31 —   Halloween 

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees F (175 degrees C). 

Grease a 9-inch round cake pan. 

2. Place the chocolate chips into a microwave-safe 

bowl. Cook in the microwave for about 2 minutes, 

stirring every 20 seconds after the first minute, until 

chocolate is melted and smooth. If you have a 

powerful microwave, reduce the power to 50 percent. 

3. Combine the beans and eggs in the bowl of a food 

processor. Process until smooth. Add the sugar and 

the baking powder, and pulse to blend. Pour in the 

melted chocolate and blend until smooth, scraping 

down the corners to make sure chocolate is 

completely mixed. Transfer the batter to the prepared 

cake pan. 

4. Bake for 40 minutes in the preheated oven, or until a 

knife inserted into the center of the cake comes out 

clean. Cool in the pan on a wire rack for 10 to 15 

minutes before inverting onto a serving plate. Dust 

with confectioners' sugar just before serving. 

 1 1/2 cups semisweet chocolate chips 

 1 (19 ounce) can garbanzo beans, 
rinsed and drained 

 4 eggs 

 3/4 cup white sugar 

 1/2 teaspoon baking powder 

 1 tablespoon confectioners' sugar for dusting 

Garbanzo Bean Chocolate Cake 
(Gluten Free!) 
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Connecting Kids To God 

Father Allen has the honor of standing in 

at St. Matthew’s School Grandparent’s Day 

for Catie Claire and Vincent Bell 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


