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St. John’s 

Allen+ 

2016 DIOCESAN CONVENTION PREVIEW 
 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ     
 

Last month, I provided a preview of what will be happening this fall for the first half of our parish program year. This 
month, I want to give a summary preview of what will be happening at this year’s diocesan convention. This year’s 
convention is no ordinary convention.  During our time together, clergy and lay delegates will be electing our next 
bishop; the eleventh bishop of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis.  Another page of this newsletter has been 
devoted to details of the bishop election process. I want to start out though with other business of this convention.  
    Other Elections—The other high-profile election taking place at this convention is for the positions of both clergy 
and lay deputies to the next General Convention in 2018. Four clergy and four lay people will be elected for the GC 
with a similar number of alternates. Father Allen is completing his first year of a second “three year term” on the  
Executive Council.  He is not running for any other office.  Beth Dingman has been nominated to be a lay            
representative on the Ecclesiastical Disciplinary Board for a three year term.  If you are interested in serving on a 
diocesan committee, there are still open positions to be nominated for the Standing Committee, the Commission on 
Ministry (COM), and to serve on the Waycross Board.  The deadline for “pre-convention” nomination is October 
10th.  After that people can be nominated from the floor at the opening of convention.  Talk to me if you want to 
serve the wider Church. 
     Diocesan Budget—As a committee chair on the Executive Council, I am also a member of the diocesan budget 
formation committee.  The work of creating the 2017 budget began last February.  The beginning draft budget was 
dismal.  Part of the problem was finding money to pay the salary of two bishops for three months in the transition 
period from late January until the consecration in late April.  In late August a balanced budget was finally prepared 
to send to convention for approval.  There was no increase in the apportionment rate charged to each parish.  The 
draw on the endowment was not increased. Diocesan staff and diocesan paid clergy received a cost of living          
increase.  Good fiscal responsibility over the last couple of years allowed for carry-over money from last year’s 
budget to be used next year. Medical insurance costs will not to be as high as first predicted in April.  The one  
downside is that many outreach ministries had their diocesan funding frozen at 2016 levels. 
     Diocesan Canon Revisions—Bishop Cate was elected as our bishop in 1997. While this year’s election was 
conducted under the rules and guidelines laid out in the national canons, our diocesan canons (Canon 4) needed  
an overhaul for any future bishop election.  Those much needed changes will take place at this convention.  On the 
parish level, two changes to Canon 18 are being proposed.  One change would assist a parish vestry in the         
nomination and election of a Rector. A second change puts a dollar figure to what a parish is obligated to pay      
annually to support postulants and candidates for holy orders who are raised up out of their parish. 
     Haiti Fund Resolution—At the 2011 diocesan convention, $500,000 was put into a special fund to support    
ministries and earthquake recovery in Haiti. The fund had to be used within five years. That deadline is about to run 
out but only $380,000 has been spent. The Global Missions Commission is petitioning to retain that extra $120,000 
for further Haiti ministries up until 2019. 
     On A Personal Note—I am the Chair of the Congregation and Community Life subcommittee of Executive 
Council.  A resolution was passed at last year’s diocesan convention to have our diocese draft an alcohol policy 
based upon a policy passed at last summer’s General Convention.  The task of creating and publicizing that policy 
was given to my subcommittee. The work was supposed to be completed by this October’s convention.  It has been 
difficult work because  of the widely differing opinions on how extensively to regulate the use of alcohol in our       
parishes.  At least three drafts have been written since May, but we are getting closer to a policy that can be passed 
by the Executive Council.  However, it will not be done in time for the October convention.  I have written a report to 
be presented to the diocesan household to state that the alcohol policy is still a “work in progress.” 
      
Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 150 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis; The          

Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 

 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 

 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 
 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 
 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Serving Christ In The Community For Over 150 Years 

The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick, Bishop 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mr. Bruce Dingman, Senior Warden 
Mr. Barry Cox, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Alex Jeffries, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday  
Robin Price, 8:00a.m. to Noon 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Home:  812-838-4406 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mvstjohns.org 
 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
StJohns Church or 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00a.m. 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study, Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-5th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 



Treasurer’s Report 
 

     Sure has been nice the last few days to actually have some “Fall” weather!  St. John’s is currently moving into the 4th Qrt. of our 

fiscal year.  Sometime next week Robin will begin sending out the last quarter giving statements to all our pledge and donating members.  

I hope you will all take a few minutes to look over these statements and make any adjustments in your giving so by the end of the year 

you can complete your pledges and giving goals.  As always St. John’s appreciates your dedication to the preservation, maintenance and 

mission of this parish. As we mentioned to you last year, for tax purposes, any contribution to St. John’s is deductible from Federal Income 

tax but there are other qualifications required within each tax return.  We can only credit donations to the church within a specific tax 

year.  Any contributions for 2016 must be received prior to Dec. 31, 2016  -- in fact we must receive them several days prior to Dec. 31 

while the church office is open and we can get the money deposited into our account.  
 

     Just one additional reminder,  I hope all of you will be able to pack boxes to send to Operation Christmas Child through Samaritan's 

Purse this year.  We won’t be doing “congregational” box packing this year but the outreach committee set money aside in the budget to 

provide the shipping of all St. John’s boxes.  So all you need to do is pick up boxes (the boxes, all ready to be filled, are available now 

in the parish hall) fill them with items, let us know age group, whether boy or girl and we can handle the rest ! Thanks to all of you 

who participate in this worthwhile project. 
 

     The budget has been going very well this year.  We have stayed on track and gotten many projects completed through the summer.  

River Days was a big success and the J2A kids were able to add $1,142.00 to their mission trip account. The stock market has been  

cooperative this year. The most recent “estimated annual income “of our long term investments is $91,698. The number required to   

balance the budget is $ 90,000. Thanks be to God for all the MANY blessings of this church and this church family.  Tell Him often how 

appreciative we are that He provides a way for us to do His work in our community and even out into the world.  

 

Susan Harrison,  Treasurer   
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Leadership 

Jr. Warden Report 
 

Summer is coming to an end. We have completed some great projects and still have others on the front burner. 

 

American with Disabilities Act Compliance – We continue to work on this project and are in the process of develop-
ing quotes for the completion this concept. We are currently waiting on TMI to provide a quote. We are also bringing 
in Architectural Renovators, ARC, Empire and Happe Construction to view the project. Adam Green is our architect 
and he is also exploring other possible contractors as well as your truly!  

Concrete Steps at front of church – Possible Replacement, if we chose not to comply with ADA. 
Concrete Steps coming out of sacristy door – Possible replacement, if we chose not to comply with ADA. 
Lighting – We have received some brochures with different style fixtures for the church. We will be reviewing these to 

see if any are apropos. Once we have completed review, we will provide everyone an opportunity to express their 
opinion as to which is the best option for our parish.  

Roof Washing – We are looking for an alternate roof washing contractor. One that can provide plant friendly solutions 
to our church.  

Prayer Garden Water - We are looking at possibly installing a cistern and larger pumps that will move the water and 
send it to the sewer located on the east side of the church. 

South Garden Work – This has been completed.  
Front Porch Work - The rails and posts have been sanded and painted. Look great! 
Exterior Lighting – The lights on the exterior of the church have had the motion sensors replaced so that they function 

properly. I have noticed the north floodlight on the front of the 
church seems to not be working.  

 

If there are items you notice should be addressed please call at your convenience and we will do our best.  

812-483-4319. 

 

Barry Cox, Junior Warden 
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Christian Education & Formation 

Journey in Faith 
Wednesday, October 5th 

 

“Only Sleeping” 
What gravestone symbols tell us 
about our understanding of life, 

death, afterlife, and faith. 

Christian 

Education 

Meeting 
 

Sunday,  

October 30th 

after the morning 

service 

OPPORTUNITIES TO 

LEARN AT ST. JOHN’S 

 

All of our Christian Education classes 
are now up and running again for the 
2016-2017 program year. 
 

Sara Goad is instructing the Kindergarten 
and younger class. 
 

Lydia rutherford is teacher again with the 
First Grade through Fifth Grade children. 
Lydia will be getting some help through 
the fall. 
 

Beth Dingman, Joetta Beebe and Gracie 
Bell are guiding the J2A Group. 
 

Father Allen is facilitating Adult Bible 
Study on Sunday morning (Gospel of 
John). 
 

Father Allen is also continuing to use 
photos and videos  from his Renewal  
last summer to create topics  for the 
monthly Journey in Faith series. 

 
The evening starts with a light 
supper at 6:00pm.  Come and 

join the discussion.   
 
 

Mark your Calendar NOW 
NOVEMBER JIF 
will be Wednesday,  

November 2nd 
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Reaching Out To Others 

 

October 

FOOD PANTRY  
 

Boxes of Pasta 
 

The Food Pantry needs boxes of pasta—
spaghetti noodles, elbow macaroni, 

etc. (of any brand). 

Place the boxes in the designated 
round bin in the parish hall.  

Each Christmas, The Seaman’s 
Church Institute’s Ministry on 
the River requests donations of 
various items to assemble gift 
packages for the riverboat em-
ployees and their families. 
St. John’s has always been sup-
portive of that project.  It is that 
time of year again to start pur-
chasing and bringing into the 
church your annual donations for 
this ministry.  A bin is set up in-
side the parish hall door for your 
donations. 

It’s Time To Bring In Your River Ministry Christmas Items 
 Handmade Christmas Cards 
 Chewing Gum 
 Unscented, Colorless Lip Balm  
 Unscented, Hypoallergenic  
 Hand Lotion (2-4 oz. bottles) 
 Playing Cards and Puzzle Books 
 Individual packages of microwave 

popcorn 
 Individual packages of facial tissue 
 Sealed Packages of Holiday 

Sweets 
 Pre-stamped postcards 

  RUMMAGE SALE   
    Saturday, November 5th   

 

The St. John’s Women’s Guild will be hosting a fall rummage 
sale. All gently-used items are greatly appreciated for the sale.  

   

As you are beginning your transition from summer to fall items, 
be sure to set aside those items worthy of a rummage.  

  

Set up help is needed on Friday morning beginning at 
8:30am. Help is needed during the sale on Saturday        
beginning  at 8:00am. 

 Food Pantry 

Elderly Feeding Ministry 
 

The River Bend Food Pantry is going to start a food 
delivery service to the elderly who cannot easily get 
to the pantry to pick up food. 
 

St. John’s has been asked to provide volunteers to 
deliver the boxes of food items to these designated 
elderly clients; mostly at Cloverleaf. 
 

Back in January, the Outreach Committee of  
St. John’s discussed seeking out a way to help the 
elderly by possibly partnering with another social 
service agency.  Is this the ministry that we are being 
called by God to serve?   

 

Food Pantry Director, Kimberly Conlin is coming to 
St. John’s on Thursday, October 6th at 6:00 p.m. to 
discuss further details of this ministry.  All interested 
church members are encouraged to attend this  
meeting; or contact Father Allen to let him know you 
would be willing to volunteer to deliver food. 
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Our Church and Community 

November 13th 

Parish 

Clean Up Day 
 

Our fall clean up day will be held 

on Sunday, November 13th, to 

spruce up the yard, trim bushes, 

and rake a few leaves.  Please 

bring your work clothes, glove, 

and tools if you have them and 

plan to help us clean up our 

church grounds. If a second rak-

ing work day is needed, it will be 

held on Sunday, November 20th.  

Bring in your coins 
and fill the buckets! 

 

Episcopal 
Fund for  

Human Need 
Ingathering,   

November 
6th & 8th 

 

Blessing of 
the  

Animals 
Service 

  

in honor of  
St. Francis 

Sunday, October 2nd, 
4:00p.m. 

 

On the front lawn of  
St. John’s,  

or in the parish hall if inclement 
weather. 

 

All pets are welcome.  Everyone is wel-
come to come and participate in the 
service, even if you don’t have a pet.  

Past services have been both prayerful 
and entertaining. 

 

We are asking people to bring               
donations of dog and cat food to the 

service for the Posey County 
 Humane Society.  

Volunteer Days  (Saturdays) 
 

Habitat Build at  

1129 East 2nd Street 

DATE  Work Opportunity 

 

October 1 Siding & Soffits 

October 8 Siding & Soffits; Seal Home 

October 15 Painting w/Teacher Group 

October 22 Windows & Base Trim 

While St. John’s will not be having a formal build day, any 

person that would like to volunteer, may do so.  

Below is a list of dates and type of work slated for that date. 
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Our Next Hoosier Bishop 

Rev. Jennifer 
Baskerville-Burrows 

Chicago, IL 

Rev. Grace 
Burton-Edwards 

Columbus, GA 

Rev. Bruce Gray 

Indianapolis, IN 
Rev. Lance Ousley 

Kirkland, WA 

Rev. Dina  
van Klaveren 

Glenwood, MD 

WALK-ABOUT 
St. Paul’s, Evansville 

October 15, 4:00pm 
(please plan to arrive early for check-in) 
 

     The Walk-About provides a way to introduce 
the nominees to the people of our diocese.  This 
is an opportunity for the nominees to see a        
sample of the churches and ministries that are 
representative of the life of this diocese.  It is 
also an opportunity for the people of the diocese 
to meet and hear the nominees.  The Walk-
About is a part of the discernment process in 
which people of the diocese are asked to listen 
and prayerfully consider who it is that God is 
calling to be our next bishop.   
     This is not intended to be a time to discuss 
issues.  Each nominee will be assigned a       
breakout room. Every person in attendance will 
be assigned a nametag with a room assignment.  
The nominees will rotate through every room. 
Each room will have a moderator. Each nominee 
will be asked the same three general questions. 
Then they will answer one question they have 
chosen in advance.  Other random questions will 
be asked by the moderator as time allows. Each 
session will last 25 minutes. 
     All clergy and delegates who are elected and 
eligible to vote at the Convention should plan to 
attend one of these gatherings.  However, any 
parishioner and non-voting clergy can attend to 
listen and help their parish delegates in the          
discernment process. 
     All in attendance should prepare themselves 
by reading the nominees profiles and watching 
their videos on the diocesan website: 
 

http://www.hoosierbishopxi.org/index.php/slate 

ELECTION PROCEDURE 
Rev. Allen Rutherford—Clergy Voter 

Elizabeth Dingman—Lay Voter 

Gail Robb—Lay Voter 
 

     The bishop election voting will begin at the 
cathedral on Friday morning following a service 
of Holy Eucharist. Those clergy and lay         
delegates who are eligible to vote will have  
been issued a special color-coded name tag.  
Everyone not voting will be asked to leave the 
cathedral.  All voters will be required to          
surrender all electronic communication devices 
(or just leave them in the hotel). Specially         
designated bathrooms will be made available, 
and anyone who must leave the cathedral will be 
required to leave from one door and check out 
and check back in. 
     Both clergy and lay delegates vote              
separately. The nominee who receives over half 
the votes in any ballot by both orders will be 
declared duly elected. It is not so much about  
voting for your favorite, as it is, having a        
priorities list of the nominees you would be  
willing to support by vote. If a bishop is not 
elected on the first ballot, the lowest vote-getter 
will be eliminated and the election will move   
on to the next ballot. Thus, an individual’s       
favorite might be eliminated in the first round or 
subsequent rounds. If a bishop is not chosen  
Friday afternoon, the election will continue on 
Saturday morning. 
     Following the election, the Standing       
Committee of each diocese has 90 days to        
certify the results of the election. The new 
bishop will transition with Cate from late      
January until the consecration on April 29th. 

http://www.hoosierbishopxi.org/index.php/slate
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Worship & Fellowship 

St. John’s Church 
Fall Eucharist & Picnic 

 

SUNDAY  
OCTOBER 9th 

10:00 A.M. 
 
 

Harmonie State Park 
TULIP SHELTER 

(weather permitting) 
 

NO SERVICE AT THE CHURCH THAT DAY 

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES THAT DAY 

 

There is a $7 per car entrance fee  
into the park.   

Car pooling can be arranged by  
calling the church. To car pool, please 

arrive at the church by 9:30 A.M. 

 

Fried Chicken, Baked Ham and drinks will 
be provided. 

Side dishes and desserts can be  
provided by parishioners. 

 

Please mark this on your calendar and come join us 
for a great day of worship, food, fun, and  

fellowship in the great outdoors. 
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2016 River Days Festival 



October Birthdays: 
01 — Joetta Beebe 

03 — Alex Jeffries 

06 — Alexa Cox 

07 — Karen Lawson 

09 — Bob Webster 

13 — John Gerton 

15 — Gracie Bell 

18 — Mary Dawn Weaver 

27 — Phillip Bell 

29 — David Madoc Jeffries 

30 — Wade Harlow 

October Anniversaries: 
06 — Bill & Susan Gooden 
 

If we got it wrong or missed it, let us know. 

October Dates to Mark on 
Your Calendar 
02 — St. Francis’ Animal Blessing Service, 4:00PM 
03 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry volunteer day 
05 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall 6:00PM 
09 — Special Eucharist service and parish picnic at 
 Harmonie State park, 10:00 a.m. 

10 — Columbus Day (observed) 
13 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00p.m. in parish hall 
16 — National Bosses Day 
17— St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry volunteer day 
17-24 — Father Allen will be cloistered at a 
CREDO Clergy Conference in Asheville, NC. 
24 —  St. John’s Welcomes Rev. Kempton 
Baldridge as our supply priest 
25 —  Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association meeting, 
 3:00 p.m. 

27-29 — Diocesan Convention, Indianapolis 
30 — Christian Education Meeting 
31 — Halloween 

 

Early November Dates of Note: 

November 1 — All Saints’ Day 

November 8—ELECTION DAY 
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Events & Celebrations 

 

7 egg whites, whipped  

1 1/2 c. pecans 

1 1/2 c. sweetened coconut 

1 1/2 c. graham cracker crumbs 

1 1/2 c. sugar 

 

Mix all together well.   

Pour into 9 in. deep pie shell and 

 bake at 325 degrees for 25-30 minutes.  

DO NOT OVERBAKE.  

Center should be gooey.  

Serve with whipped cream and  

freshly sliced bananas.  

 (Both are a must!) 

Patti's 1800’s Settlement  

Sawdust Pie 
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


