
The monthly newsletter of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Mt. Vernon    November, 2019 

St. John’s 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Allen+ 

 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ     
 

     Every once in a while I catch myself studying the various photos of St. John’s 
church framed in the old window in the parish hall.   The oldest photo in the frame is 
dated 1894 and is very faded. You can just make out the shape of the church, but the 
intricate details are difficult to make out. It is also hard to see what surrounds the 
church building in the neighborhood. The photo from the 1930s is a better detailed 
photo of the building. The church looks very small and insulated in its neighborhood 
surroundings. The photo that intrigues me the most is the one dated 1981. I have 
been told stories from the oldest members, especially Bob Webster, about the         
grandeur of the stately elm trees on the front (west) and south side of the church. As I 
walk along the sidewalk of the church, I just cannot picture in my brain these big trees 
taking up space, but there they are in the photo. The parish hall is still a single one 
story building in that photo.  During our capital campaign discussions earlier this year, 
Paul Maurer described to me how the people would exit the back of the sacristy and 
cross an opening into a screened door into the then detached parish hall. I can      
somewhat visualize that image and procedure, but not really.   
The most recent,  newest photo in that frame is from 2008.  
In that photo, from the front, the overgrown holly trees are gone 
and you can see the new stained glass windows. In 2007 and 
2008, the church underwent several improvements, including the 
windows, the new metal cupola, and a paint job. 
     Why am I waxing nostalgic about the building?  Several          
repairs and modifications have taken place since that last photo 
was taken in 2008. I recently stepped out of the parish hall to run 
an errand and there was a gentleman with a very sophisticated 
camera taking photographs of the building. He told me how  
beautiful the church and grounds looked. I said, “we hear that a lot, 
and we are happy people appreciate its beauty.” A lot has been 
done over the last few years to maintain the beauty of the church 
and the structural integrity of the buildings. Think about it. The 
church roof was replaced. That should last another 20 to 30 
years. The foundation was repaired. That will last 30 to 40 years. 
New concrete steps were poured in front and on the north side, 
leading out of the sacristy into the prayer garden. New       
gutters were installed on the sanctuary. And most recently, all 
the buildings received an overdue coat of paint. It is amazing 
how fresh and clean the church looks. Even the front yard sign          
received a fresh coat of paint over the summer. Additionally, the 
“Purple Garden Gang” of Karen Lawson and Sue Webster have 
kept the flower gardens looking neat and tidy. The Gertons and 
Maurers (Allan and Cuma) have kept the lawns spiffy.   
     During the congregational discernment phase of the capital campaign, a constant refrain was the desire to do 
what was necessary to maintain the old rugged church and have it be a beacon of God’s presence in our 
neighborhood. While the building looks cosmetically clean and fresh, all of the maintenance work was primarily 
done to prolong the structural soundness of the buildings. Our small, but dignified church building is ready to 
stand strong, long into the future. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 150 Years 

A member of The Confluence Neighborhood of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The  Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
FAX (812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Secretary, Robin Price 
Monday-Friday: 8:00a.m. to Noon 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 
 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
StJohns Church or 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:15a.m. 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A Youth Group 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-4th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Kim Steele, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Sue Webster, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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Leadership 

2020 Stewardship Drive 

The annual Rector’s stewarship letter with a 2020 Pledge Card will be sent out to every member 

household in the next couple of weeks.  Please prayerfully consider how God has blessed you, 

and how you can help St. John’s continue being a blessing to others. Our Goal each year is to 

have all completed pledge cards turned in by the last week of December, so next year’s 

budget will closely reflect our potential pledge giving. 

PUTTING THE HOUSE TO BED FOR THE WINTER 
 

All of the work that has been done on the property and house next door has 

been done with the idea that we would get the house ready to endure 

another winter.  With the house being left unoccupied, last year's winter 

took its toll. There are still two major projects agreed upon by the 

Capital Campaign Project Committee before we call the house "ready for 

winter." The home inspector informed us that there is a significant mold 

problem in the basement. A mold remediation company has already been 

contracted to take care of that issue. The second project is to get all 

the electrical concerns corrected that were listed on the inspection 

report.  There will be other projects to work on over the next couple of 

years as we continue to gather our campaign pledge contributions, but at 

least over the winter and into the spring the work that will be done is 

cosmetic in nature. 

TREASURER’S  NOTES 
    

  As I usually begin doing about this time of year, let me start with a reminder for all of St. John’s givers.  We can only credit 
donations to the church for 2019 if they arrive in the church office prior to Dec. 31, 2019 to get them deposited into the 
church bank account.  These are the qualifications for the tax deductible donations to St.John’s which you desire be credited 
to your giving total for 2019.  In addition to your pledges, tithes and general giving -- THIS year we have one more deadline!  
Your paid pledges to the Capital Campaign can ALSO be counted toward your giving for the year.  You are NOT REQUIRED 
to complete your 1st year Capital Campaign pledge at this time.  The official end of the 1st year pledge period will not occur 
until April, 2020. But if you WANT to include your 2019 Capital Campaign contributions in your total giving for 2019, those 
donations would also need to be into the church office by Dec. 31, 2019.  If any of you have questions about your donations 
or pledges to the Capital Campaign, please don’t hesitate to ask me or Bob Webster and we will do our best to find the 
answers or the help you might need. 
     While we’re speaking of the Capital Campaign, the support from members has been tremendous. We have already 
accomplished many of the items on our discernment list.  We repaired the foundation of the oldest portions of the church.  
The damaged area of the floor in the Sacristy was stabilized. The entire exterior of the church was power washed, scraped 
and painted.  And we were able to purchase the property at 612 Mulberry Street.  The process of renovating that property 
has also made tremendous progress in the last 5 months.  We are nearly to the point of “put that project to bed until Spring”.   
     We have had some rough patches during 2019 but the blessings from God of this small but mighty church family continue 
unabated.  We have the guidance of the Holy Spirit to help us each and every day to walk in the Way of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  As we are so blessed, so we bless others.  We are reaching out to the River Ministry with cards and gifts.  We are 
beginning to pack shoe boxes for Samaritan's Purse.  We will soon be selecting gift tags for the local families through the 
Ministerial Association, who need our help to have a Merry Christmas right here in Mt.Vernon.  Don’t forget to get all that 
loose change out of the couch for our Episcopal Fund For Human Need (EFHN) ingathering! 

      Thank you, each and everyone -- your dedication year after year -- with God’s help, is what makes all we do possible.    
 

Susan Harrision, Treasurer 



Christian Education & Formation 

Christmas Pageant 2019 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pageant Practice will begin on Sunday, 
December 1st and will be held during the 

church service.  What the pageant or program 
will be is a closely guarded secret;  

but Father Allen asked to keep it simple. 

Help Set Up The  

Chrismon Tree 
 

For anyone interested in  
helping out, the Chrismon  
Tree will be set up and  
decorated after the  
morning Eucharist  
service on Sunday,  
December 1st. 

Journey in Faith  
Adult Inquirer’s Class 

November 6th, 6:00PM 
The Journey in Faith group will hold its study 

on Wednesday evening, November 6th 

beginning at 6:00 p.m.with a light supper.  A 

sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in 

the parish hall. 
 

This month’s topic will be: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

. 
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Remember to  

“Fall Back”!  

Set your clocks back 

one hour before you 

go to bed on 

Saturday, November 

2nd. 

The December JIF  

MOVIE NIGHT 

A Christmas Movie 

“Not Diehard” 

December 13th, 5:30 P.M. 

WEDNESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE 

STUDY—9:15 AM SHARP 

LIFE  

LESSONS 

FROM 

ROMANS 
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 Reaching Out To Others 
 

November 

FOOD PANTRY  

PORK & BEANS 
The Food Pantry needs 

cans of Pork & Beans, any 

brand.  Place them in the 

round bin in the Parish Hall.  

MVMA Christmas  

Assistance Program 
We will be receiving the names of the children 

we are sponsoring this year for which we are to 

buy Christmas presents.  Father Allen and 

Susan Gooden have requested names of 17 

children.  Hopefully, we will receive the names 

and have the tags ready for pick-up by Sunday, 

November 24th.  All wrapped presents will 

need to be brought to the church by Sunday, 

December 15th for blessing.   

The presents will be taken to Trinity for the 

families to pick up. 

TIME TO FILL 

A SHOEBOX! 
 

Our Collection Sunday for Samaritan's 
Purse, Operation Christmas Child 
shoeboxes is Sunday, November 17th. Or, you can drop them 
off at First United Methodist Church before Friday, November 
22nd. New to St. John's this year are durable plastic boxes with 
lids to replace the fold-together cardboard boxes we have been 
using the last few years. We ordered 48 boxes, so we should 
have plenty for this year.  An instruction sheet on how to fill a 
box are inside each box. So, take a box, fill a box, pray over 
your box, and bring it back on November 17th. 
 

St. John's will pay for the shipping of each shoebox returned to 
the parish. If you drop off your box(es) to the Methodist Church 

there is a $9 fee for each box. 

The Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association will be 

holding its yearly Community Thanksgiving 

Service, November 17th at 6:00p.m..  It will be 

held this year at Point Township Church of the 

Nazarene, 12611 Bonebank Road.  A cookies 

and punch reception will follow the service.  

Frank Liberti and Julie Cotner are organizing 

a Community Choir to assist with the music for 

this service.  Two choir rehearsals will be held 

on Sunday afternoons, November 3rd and 

November 10th. Both choir rehearsals will 

begin at 3:00 P.M. at Point Township 

Church.  Please plan to attend at least one of 

the two rehearsals at your convenience, and 

both if possible. A final rehearsal will be held 

at 5:00p.m. on November 17th, prior to the start 

of the service. We invite all singers from 

southern Posey County to sing in this 

community service. 

Stocking Stuffers 
For Christmas 

Assistance Program 

Stocking stuffers or monetary 

donations are still needed for the 

Christmas Assistance Program. 

Items can be dropped off at  

St. John’s or Trinity UCC. 
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Our Church and Community 

Episcopal Fund For Human Need 
(EFHN) November 3rd & 10th 

If you forget to bring in an offering 

on both Sundays, don’t fret; try to 

get the donation to the church 

office as soon as possible that next 

week! Bags of coins are also 

welcome! 

Sunday, November 10th 

Pulpit Exchange 
 

Congregations of the Ministerial Association 
are going to experiment with a new worship 

experience, entitled "Pulpit Exchange." 
Various clergy of the Association will 

exchange churches for Sunday morning 
worship. For example, Father Allen will 

preach at one of the other local churches, 
and a pastor from another congregation will 

preach at St. John's.  
St. John's will hold a Morning Prayer service. 

November 17th 
Parish Yard Clean Up Day 

after morning service                      

Annual  
Crafting 

Christmas Cards 
for the River 

Ministry 
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St. Francis’ Blessing of Animals 

Thank you  
to those who donated pet 

supplies for  

The Posey Humane 

Society!! 
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 Our Church and Community 
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Our Church and Community 

CCD PROJECT #1 COMPLETE 

Thank you to everyone who provided input and feedback and help with the Sabbath rest project 
for the College of Congregational Development (CCD). Father Allen’s report on this first of two 
projects has been e-mailed to the CCD in the Diocese of Olympia. We must remember that 
while this project on Sabbath rest is over, God commands us to keep the Sabbath holy and find 
Sabbath rest for our body, mind, and soul all our life. Project #2 will take place during Lent 
2020. 
 

PRAY FOR OUR DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATION 

Father Allen, Bill Gooden, and Brian Nichols make up our 2019 diocesan convention           
delegation. The convention is being held in Bloomington again this year. As reported last 
month, the fall pre-convention regional “Neighborhood” meeting was held at St. John’s in late 
September. If you would like to know what will take place at this year’s convention, you can     
do that through the diocesan website:  
https://indydio.org/church-resources/diocesan-convention/2019-diocesan-convention/ 
 

TIME FOR THE HOMELESS TO VISIT ST. JOHN’S 

“And just like that, God turned off the furnace.” We went from sweltering heat in early October 
to more fall-like chilly nights in a hurry. As we prepare for the arrival of winter, St. John’s must 
prepare for our homeless guests who sleep in the sanctuary at night. Last winter, we had     
several guests sleeping in our sanctuary at various times. Some stayed multiple nights, while 
others were here and gone in a night. We had both male and female guests. The Vestry        
continues to be supportive of keeping the doors unlocked. If you are planning to use the church 
for prayer, please be advised that you may encounter a guest in the church.  Our previous 
guests have been respectful of the property and the church staff. A sign is being posted this 
year to notify our homeless guests that we are not a permanent homeless shelter, and we ask 
that they contact Beth Russell at Family Matters to discuss options for more        permanent 
shelter. There is current discussion among community leaders, including Beth     Russell on 
ways to assist our homeless population in Mt. Vernon, and we do have a small population of 
homeless people. 
 

LETTER SENT TO RIVER DAYS FESTIVAL COMMITTEE 
Following up on last month’s article about the need for St. John’s to prayerfully rethink how 
much involvement we want to have in next year’s Festival, an e-mail letter was sent to the       
Festival Committee voicing our concerns, and asking for feedback from the Committee on how 
we can still have a viable booth at the festival. The letter asked the Festival Committee to 
rethink their restrictive and punitive policies for those local groups that cannot support a booth 
for all three days of the festival. 
 

A SIGN FROM OUR DIOCESE 
You may have noticed that there is a rather large sign standing in the parish hall. This sign    
was sent out to each parish in the diocese earlier in the summer. It was stuck in a closet and     
is just now being displayed. The wording on the sign is the mission and vision statement of the 
diocese. The content of the sign has been published in our parish newsletters for over a year. 
The new sign is just one more reminder of what we are to be about in carrying on the ministry 
of Jesus Christ in this church and this community. St. John’s is already doing a pretty good job 
of fulfilling the bullet points on the sign.  Take a look if you haven’t already. 

https://indydio.org/church-resources/diocesan-convention/2019-diocesan-convention/


November Birthdays: 
04 — Catie Claire Bell 

04 — Barry Cox 

09 — Imani Webster 

16 — Ethan Goad 

26 — Gail Robb 

November Anniversaries: 
29 — Philip & Gracie Bell 
 

If we missed it or got it wrong, let us know. 
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 Events & Celebrations 

If you have a favorite recipe that you would like to share  
please email it to the church. 

November 2019 
 

 

01 — All Saints’ Day 

02 — Commemoration of All Faithful Departed    

 (All Souls’ Day) 

03 — All Saints’ Sunday 

03 — DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME ENDS 

03 — First Episcopal Fund For Human Need 

 (EFHN) Ingathering Sunday 

04 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

06 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall 6:00 p.m. 

10 — Second EFHN Ingathering Sunday 

11 — Veteran’s Day 

14-16 — Diocesan Convention in Bloomington 

17 — Operation Christmas Child, shoeboxes            

 ingathering 

17 — MVMA Community Thanksgiving service  

18 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

19 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 

 meeting 

21 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in parish hall 

24 — Christ The King Sunday, The Last Sunday     

 of Pentecost 

24 — Christmas Tags available for Christmas         

 Assistance Program 

28— Thanksgiving Day—Church office closed. 

29 — Church office closed. 

30 — Feast of St. Andrew’s (get your Scottish on!) 

 1 lb ground beef, cooked and drained 

 1 onion, diced finely 

 2 Tbsp butter + 6 Tbsp butter 

 1 1/2 Cups carrots 

 1 tsp basil 

 1 tsp thyme 

 8 cups (approximately 6 medium) 
potatoes, cut into bite sized pieces 

 1 Carton chicken broth 

 1/2 Cup flour 

 2 cans evaporated milk 

 16 oz (half block) Velveeta, diced 

1. Melt 2 tablespoons of butter in the bottom of a large 
soup pot. Add in diced onions, the herbs, and 
shredded carrots, stirring until tender. 

2. Dice potatoes while onions and carrots cook. 

3. Add one carton chicken broth to soup pot, then fill 
carton halfway with water and add that in, also. Put 
potatoes and ground beef into the soup pot. 

4. Bring soup to boil, then reduce the heat to low and 
cover. 

5. Melt 6 Tablespoons butter in a skillet on medium heat, 
and add flour slowly, whisking for 3-5 minutes. 

6. Stir flour mixture into soup, then bring the soup back 
to a simmer. 

7. Reduce the heat to low, then add in salt and pepper, 
evaporated milk, and Velveeta. 

8. Stir until Velveeta is melted, then serve hot. 

Tip: Rolls or toasted bread rounds make a delicious addition to this soup.  

Or, top with croutons! 

Nesbitt Tartan & Badge Rutherford Tartan & Badge 
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


