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Your Brother in Christ, 

Allen+ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     On page 15 of the Book of Common Prayer, in the section entitled, The Calendar of the Church Year, the       
following sentence appears at the bottom of the page. “All Saints’ Day may always be observed on the Sunday 
following November 1st, in addition to its observance on the fixed date.”  Thus, we will observe All Saints’ during our 
service of Holy Eucharist on the morning of November 4th.  On page  862, in the Catechism section, the         
following question and answer are presented. “What is the communion of saints? The communion of saints is the 
whole family of God, the living and the dead, those whom we love and those whom we hurt, bound together in Christ 
by sacrament, prayer, and praise.” 
     At 5:00 O'clock, on the evening of November 4th, we will gather for our third and final congregational               
discernment meeting facilitated by our consultants.  How appropriate I find it to be that we would gather as the 
communion of saints of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Mt. Vernon, Indiana to discuss saintly issues. 
     To recap; during our first meeting on September 16th we brainstormed, with the help of the Holy Spirit, about our 
“wildest dreams” for projects and ministries at St. John’s. We were asked to think about what are the important values 
of mission and ministry in this church and community?  We were asked to think about what “legacy” we want to leave 
to future generations in this place?  We had three weeks to let all those ideas and thoughts percolate in our minds 
and our hearts before we reconvened for our second congregational meeting on October 7th. At that second meeting 
we were asked to present any new ideas and to prioritize all our ideas into three lists: the “Oven List” of high-priority, 
high-profile projects and ministries that would require a capital campaign to accomplish; the “Front Burner List” that 
we might be able to accomplish with the resources we already possess; and the “Back Burner List” that are low-
priority, but we might want to keep in mind in the future. All three lists are published in this newsletter for those who 
were not able to attend. 
     As our consultants Bob Coons and Michael Erwin were wrapping up the second meeting they stated that the goal 
of the final meeting is to discern and discuss how our Oven List of projects fit into our perceived mission and vision of 
ministry in this place, and how might they help leave a positive legacy for future generations who worship and serve in 
this place.  To accomplish this discernment process, I strongly believe that we need to reflect on the history of the 
church and what were some of the driving forces of our St. John’s ancestors? What legacy did they leave to this 
generation?  How does this information shape and inform us about what our priorities need to be  moving forward with 
any ideas on our priority list? However, we must also understand that the Church and society of past generations of 
saints is vastly different than it is today.  In one sense, it would be safe to say that we are entering into a second 
Apostolic Age. We need to reflect on what were the challenges of the first apostles and the early Church in spreading 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and fulfilling his mission.  WWJS?: What Would Jesus Say about our list of projects and 
ministries? We must justify our actions not only to Jesus but to the great cloud of witnesses, the communion of saints 
who have gone before and to future generations of saints. I pray that we will once again be filled with the power of the 
Holy Spirit to pin point what God is calling us to do in this place and move us into the feasibility study phase with ideas 
we are willing to support. 

Please mark your calendar. Our last congregational discernment meetings is scheduled for…. 

Sunday, NOVEMBER 4 at 5:00 P.M. in the parish hall 

“No one puts new wine into old  

wineskins; otherwise, the skins will burst 

and spoil the wine; but new wine is put 

into new wineskins and so both are  

preserved.” 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 150 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The  Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

 
 
 
 
 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and Welcome 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems of 
injustice Provide resources for lay 
leaders and clergy for the Church 
of today and tomorrow. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Secretary, Robin Price 
Monday-Friday: 8:00a.m. to Noon 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home:  812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 
 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
StJohns Church or 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00a.m. 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  Rite 13 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-5th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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Leadership 

2019 Stewardship Drive 

The annual Rector’s stewarship letter with a 2019 Pledge Card will be sent out to every member 

household in the next couple of weeks.  Please prayerfully consider how God has blessed you, 

and how you can help St. John’s continue being a blessing to others. Our Goal each year is to 

have all completed pledge cards turned in by the last week of December, so next year’s 

budget will closely reflect our potential pledge giving. 

Around the Church and Grounds 
 

  New LED light fixtures have been purchased and will soon be installed for the front lawn. 

  We still want to have the church foundation inspected at some point in the near future. 

  The hardware mechanics on the parish hall door are no longer functioning properly and will be replaced. 

  Karen Lawson is working with D.J. McKinney (Kountryside Landscaping) to give the front and south 

 sides of  the church gardens a makeover. 

TREASURER’S NOTES 
 

Sure hope all you guys had a FUN Halloween!  I’m heading to Chicago to be with Gramma’s 3 precious gifts from God, 
who are trick or treating as a monkey, a giraffe and a shark.  Also, it just happens to be their Dad’s birthday on Oct.29th 
so there will be some celebrating going on!  As many of you know yourselves, those little ones grow up SO FAST! I sure 
don’t want to miss these times with them.  I am SO BLESSED to be close enough to show up! 
 

Robin made a special effort with the giving statements this quarter so everyone would have an idea of exactly how much 
still remained of their pledges between now and the end of the year.  As always, if any of you ever have any questions 
about your statements or your pledge or giving accounts, please don’t hesitate to ask me or Robin, anytime. 
St. John’s income from the Morris Fund is remaining well above the level where it needs to be to keep our budget in 
balance.  I hope all of you remember that even when the stock market numbers reported in the news make those wild 
swings -- our portfolio is set up to generate income for the church and is much less affected by those changes.  In fact, 
our estimated annual income, one of the numbers I report to the Vestry every month, has actually been going up during 
most of the year. Thanks be to God for all our blessings and to Shawn Worman for helping the finance committee keep a 
very close eye on all those blessings! 
 

I hope everyone who is available is planning to attend our third and final discernment gathering.  This one should really 
be fun with its Luau theme! You all have done such a great job with this Capital Campaign project thus far. I for one can 
hardly wait to see the report from our consults when we get to the next phase of this process. Keep the momentum 
going! 
 

Thanks again to the Women’s Guild for giving us some extra incentive to get our closets cleaned out for their rummage 
sale.  Thank you to everyone who helped make cards for the River Ministry. Be sure to get your gifts for all the people on 
the boats placed in the bin at the church.  And thank you to all the members who are in the process of filling shoeboxes 
for Samaritan’s Purse this year.  This small but mighty church family is so AWESOME!  Jesus is smiling at us!  As we 
are so blessed, so we bless others. Thanks be to God, tell Him every day. 
 

Susan Harrison, Treasurer 



Christian Education & Formation 

Christmas Pageant 2018 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Pageant Practice will begin on Sunday, December 2nd 
and will be held during the church service.  What the 
pageant or program will be is a closely guarded secret; 
but Father Allen asked to keep it simple. 

Help Set Up The  

Chrismon Tree 
 

For anyone interested in  
helping out, the Chrismon  
Tree will be set up and  
decorated after the  
morning Eucharist  
service on Sunday,  
December 3rd. 

Journey in Faith  
Adult Inquirer’s Class 
November 7th, 6:00PM 

 

The Journey in Faith group will hold its 

study on Wednesday evening, November 

7th beginning at 6:00 p.m.with a light 

supper.  A sign up sheet is posted on the 

bulletin board in the parish hall. 
 

This month’s topic will be: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

. 
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Remember to  

“Fall Back”!  

Set your clocks back 

one hour before you 

go to bed on 

Saturday, November 

3rd. 

The December 5th, JIF will be a joint  

Advent study with St. Stephen’s and will take 

place at St. John’s.   

Father Allen and Rev. Dr. Beth Macke will be 

co-facilitators. 
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 Reaching Out To Others 
 

November 

FOOD PANTRY  

PORK & BEANS 
The Food Pantry needs 

cans of Pork & Beans, any 

brand.  Place them in the 

round bin in the Parish 

MVMA Christmas  

Assistance Program 
We will be receiving the names of the children 

we are sponsoring this year for which we are 

to buy Christmas presents.  Father Allen and 

Susan Gooden have requested names of 17 

children.  Hopefully, we will receive the 

names and have the tags ready for pick-up by 

Sunday, November 18th.  All wrapped 

presents will need to be brought to the church 

by Sunday, December 9th for blessing.  The 

presents will be taken to Trinity for the 

families to pick up. 

Collecting Shoeboxes Sunday,  

November 11th. Don’t forget to bring 

in your already filled shoeboxes to  

St. John’s on Sunday, November 11th, 

or to First United Methodist Church 

before Friday, November 16th. 
 

St. John’s will pay the shipping of the 

shoeboxes brought to the parish. 

Shoebox  
Ministry Needs 
Your Help. . . 

Episcopal Fund For 
Human Need (EFHN) 
November 4th & 11th 

If you forget to bring in an 

offering on both  

Sundays, don’t fret; try to get the 

donation to the church office as 

soon as possible that next week! 

Bags of coins are also welcome! 

The Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association will be holding 
a Community Thanksgiving Service, Sunday, 
November 11th at 7:00pm.  It will be held this year at 
First Christian Church at 1403 Country Club Road in 
Mt. Vernon.  
 

There will be a Community Choir and praise music 
(Pastor Andrew DeKemper– and musicians) to assist 
with the music for this service.  Two choir rehearsals 
will be held Sunday afternoons, October 28th and 
November 4th.  Both choir rehearsals will begin at 
3:00pm at First Christian Church.  Please plan to 
attend at least one of these two rehearsals at your 
convenience, and both if possible.  A final rehearsal 
will take place at 5:00 pm on November 11th.  
 

Father Allen is the preacher for this service. 

Rummage Sale—Thank You 
 

The St. John’s Women’s Guild hosted 
their fall rummage sale on Saturday,  
October 27th.  
 

Thank you in for donating items, helping 
set up, and working the sale.  The ladies 
always do a wonderful job organizing 
everything. 
 

$260 was the amount raised this year! 
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Our Church and Community 

River Ministry Christmas  

items are due by  

Sunday, November 11th 

November 11th 
Parish Yard Clean Up Day 

after morning service 
 

Please bring your gloves and tools and help 
us spruce up the yard, trim bushes, and rake 

a few leaves.    
 
 
 

                      

We are collecting: pre-stamped postcards, 

homemade Christmas cards, chewing gum, 

unscented colorless lip balm, unscented 

hypoallergenic hand lotion, playing cards, 

puzzle books, hot chocolate, facial tissues,  

Individually packaged microwave popcorn, 

and sealed packages of holiday sweets. 
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St. Francis’ Blessing of Animals 

 Thank you  
to those who donated pet 

supplies for  

The Posey Humane 

Society!! 
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 Our Church and Community 

“Oven” List 

From Second Congregational Discernment Meeting 

October 7th, 2018 

 
These are listed in order of the most votes.   These were on the list but received NO votes. 

1. Buy the House Next Door 

2. Accessibility (ADA Compliance) 

3. Utilize the South Lot/Add Water and Electric  

4. Church Van 

5. Labyrinth  

1. Community Center 

2. LED Sign (for front yard 
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Our Church and Community 

“Back Burner” List 

From Second Congregational 

Discernment Meeting 

October 7th, 2018 
 

These are listed in no particular order of 

importance. 
 

 Food truck for River Days and possible 

feeding ministry 

 Hold another revival 

 Host other community events, like the 

revival 

 Update, modernize the parish library 

“Front Burner” List 

From Second Congregational Discernment Meeting 

October 7th, 2018 
 

These are listed in no particular order of importance. 
 

These are ministries and project that are important enough to consider implementing 

soon, but could be done without a capital campaign to raise the funds and resources. 
 

 Increase outreach  

 More personal involvement in outreach 

 Redecorate upstairs classroom 

 New second story windows 

 Little Free Library 

 Electric and water utilities for lot 

 Electric cooler for fudge 

 Special music more often 

 Sprinkler system 

 More youth activities 

 Bible study for Mt. Vernon children 

 More fundraising events, i.e. ice cream social 

 Block party 

 Movie nights, again 

 Bring people closer to God 

 Maintain welcoming on-line presence 

 Integrate contemporary music 

 Saturday night worship service 

 Update sanctuary sound system 

 Sound system in parish hall 

 More lay led worship services at alternative times, other than Sunday 

 Maintain and increase community relations with the church 

Reason #34,572 Why 
Father Allen loves his 
congregation.  They 
can secretly plan a 
“Pastor Appreciation” 
reception without him 
having a clue!  
 
And who doesn’t love 
a binder full of 
me...memes that is. 

As usual the grounds at St. John’s are stunning, thanks 
to our fabulous crew! 



November Birthdays: 
04 — Catie Claire Bell 

04 — Barry Cox 

09 — Imani Webster 

16 — Ethan Goad 

26 — Gail Robb 
 

November Anniversaries: 
22 — Steve & Mary Ann Burris 

29 — Philip & Gracie Bell 
 

If we missed it or got it wrong, let us know. 

November Dates  
to Remember 
01 — All Saints’ Day 

02 — Commemoration of All Faithful Departed    

 (All Souls’ Day) 

03-04 — DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME ENDS 

04 — All Saints’ Sunday 

04 — First Episcopal Fund For Human Need 

 (EFHN) Ingathering Sunday 

04 — Final Congregational Discernment meeting,  

 parish hall, 5 p.m.  

05 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

07 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

07 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall 6:00 p.m. 

08 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in parish hall 

11 — Veteran’s Day 

11 — Second EFHN Ingathering Sunday 

11 — Yard Clean Up Day at Church 

11 — Operation Christmas Child, shoeboxes            

 ingathering 

11 — MVMA Community Thanksgiving service 

 First Christian Church, 6:00pm 

15-17 — Diocesan Convention 

19 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

20 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association meeting, 

3:00 p.m. 

22— Thanksgiving Day—Church office closed. 

23 — Church office closed. 

25 — Christ The King Sunday, The Last Sunday     

 of Pentecost 

30 — Feast of St. Andrew’s (get your Scottish on!) 
 

Early December Dates to Note: 
02 — St. Nicholas visitation to St. John’s  

05 — Journey In Faith with St. Stepehens 
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Events & Celebrations 

If you have a favorite recipe that  

you would like to share in a  

future newsletter—please email  

it to the church. 

Cut squash into 1-inch chunks. In large pot melt butter. Add onion 

and cook until translucent, about 8 minutes. Add squash and stock. 

Bring to a simmer and cook until squash is tender, about 15 to 20 

minutes. Remove squash chunks with slotted spoon and place in a 

blender and puree. Return blended squash to pot. Stir and season 

with nutmeg, salt, and pepper. Serve.   

Picture shows roasted pumpkin seeds as a garnish. 

Directions 

 One 2- to 3-pound 
butternut squash,  

peeled and seeded 

 2 tablespoons 
unsalted butter 

 1 medium onion, 
chopped 

 6 cups chicken stock 

 Nutmeg 

 Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 

Ingredients 

Butternut Squash Soup 
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


