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Your Brother in Christ, 

Allen+ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     Having been born in early 1962, I am a little young to remember watching the western television drama, Have 
Gun—Will Travel, which aired on CBS from September 1957 through April 1963.  The popularity of the program 
caused the title to become an iconic catch-phrase in our society. The title is symbolic for any profession or action in 
which a person can take an object or objects from his or her trade on the road and make a living.  For me the 
phrase would be “Have Communion Elements—Will Travel.” 
     I am a believer and advocate that Holy Communion as presented in our 1979 Book of Common Prayer is a 
“vehicle” for any celebration of a life event.  Often times that life event can be celebrated within a Eucharistic service 
within the confines of a church sanctuary, but other times the life event happens outside of the confines of the 
church.  I have been reminded of this fact over the last month where three of the five worship services have taken 
place away from St. John’s. Granted, the service on October 8th took place within St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
in New Harmony, but it was scheduled to take place at the Tulip Shelter at Harmonie State Park.  I had all we would 
need for an outdoor service neatly packed in a large plastic tote container ready to set up Communion at the park 
shelter. This was also the first Sunday in which the sanctuary was unavailable for worship service because of the 
roofing project. Little did we know, when the roofing began, that such a mess would be made in the sanctuary that it 
would be uninhabitable for several more Sundays.  It was a good thing I had kept everything packed away in the 
travel tote.  It made it easy to set up a worship service in the parish hall.  I want to thank everyone for being  patient 
and accepting of the situation and being good sports about worshipping in the hall.  It was not the first time we have 
held a complete service in the hall and it might not be the last. It is a positive testament to our resilience that we can 
be flexible and accommodating in any worshipping environment. 
     Who would have guessed that we would have had three rainy Sundays in a row; October 8th, 15th, and 22nd.  It 
was my hope that we would have a sunny, warm, and dry Sunday on the 22nd. I was excited about the prospect of 
having a “Mass in the Grass” in our lot across the street. I had even consulted Jeff Colson about running electrical 
cords across the street for a keyboard, or asking the street department if we could block off part of Sixth Street for 
the service.    The Colsons replied that they had an old, restored traveling pump organ: Have Organ—Will Travel.  
Now, it may be getting too late in the fall to hold an outdoor service.  We already know that we are capable of    
holding a service in the lot, because we worshipped over there several years ago when we had a “Blessing of the 
Lot” service.  And, if a tent revival with several hundred people can be held over in the lot, then a simple service of 
Holy Eucharist is a piece of cake. 
     Have Communion Elements—Will Travel has not just been my calling card for state park services or church lot 
services.  When I was first asked to lead a worship service at Solarbron Pointe, I filled my plastic tote with 
everything needed for a Eucharistic Service, along with all my worship vestments, and worship booklets for the 
service. I was told that very few of the visiting pastors provide such a full, detailed service. Additionally, I have been 
asked on four different occasions to officiant a “Blessing of a Home.”  In each case, I insisted that Holy Communion 
be a part of the service.  Think about it; the first Apostles of Jesus broke bread and shared the cup of wine in 
people’s homes. One of my most memorable services away from the church was the Sunday when we gathered as 
a church at the Maurer’s lake in Carmi, Illinois to baptize Austin Colson in the lake and then celebrate Holy 
Communion.  When I say Maurer’s lake, I don’t mean Paul and Judy, but Jill and Susie’s parents.  Although, before 
we started going to Harmonie State Park in the Fall for a service, there were a couple of years when we held 
Eucharist and had a picnic at Paul and Judy’s lake residence. 
     Too often we closely connect the building with the intake of money.  If we don’t worship in our church building, 
then not enough members will attend; they will decide to stay home. Then, the collection plate will be empty.  I hope 
that is not true of our congregation. We have a new bishop in Jennifer who is giving us permission to try new things 
and experiment with worship, within the bounds of the Prayer Book rubrics. I hope and pray that we can continue to 
be brave enough to consider alternative, and exciting places to worship.  Have Communion Elements—Will Travel. 
 
 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 150 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The  Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 

 Proclaim the love of God and the 
 Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 

 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 
 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 
 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Secretary, Robin Price 
Monday-Friday: 8:00a.m. to Noon 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home:  812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 
 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
StJohns Church or 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00a.m. 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A & Rite 13 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-5th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mrs. Barry Cox, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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Leadership 

2018 Stewardship Drive 
The annual Rector’s stewarship letter with a 2018 Pledge Card will be sent out to every member household in 

the next couple of weeks.  Please prayerfully consider how God has blessed you, and how you can help St. John’s 

continue being a blessing to others. Our Goal each year is to have all completed pledge cards turned in by 

the last week of December, so next year’s budget will closely reflect our potential pledge giving. 

SENIOR WARDEN STORIES OF THANKFULNESS....FAR AND NEAR 

                   

Recent updates of the Justison family, missionaries in Mango, Togo, West Africa.  Amanda Justison works at the 

hospital, and Andy Justison at the building and technology of the Christian radio station.  When the Justisons 

visited St John’s prior to their relocation as missionaries in Togo, their family numbered 4 (2 children)....now 

they number 6(4 children)!  A beautiful family called by God to bring and share the Gospel to far away parts of 

Creation.  Prayers and blessings, safety and love and health follow and enfold this loving, faithful, and giving 

family all of their days and throughout their service and sacrifices in the Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.  HAPPY THANKSGIVING!   
 

Michael Weatherford’s parents, Robert and Sherry Weatherford, also missionaries, have returned to The 

Philippines to again answer God’s call to serve Him.  Continuing prayers for safety, wisdom, guidance, love, 

health, and mercy for them as our Lord continues to lead and protect them during their sacrifice and service 

to His people.  HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

 

We at St John’s serve our Lord in many and varied ways, using the individual and corporate gifts that we have 

been given. The combinations of all of our emotions, energies, successes, failures, resources, and our 

willingness to give to others as Jesus teaches enters full circle into our earthly and individual lives and are 

ultimately offered up to The Father, The Son, and The Holy Spirit.  This lifelong mixture of faith, hope, love, 

obedience, with some added stubborn human behaviors and negatives (for which we ask forgiveness), become 

our legacies and our love story of life offered to the Glory of God.  And we receive our Lord’s grace and 

peace....forever.   

 

Therefore, we are Thankful....for all things....so much....beginning with the miraculous gift of life granted to us 

from The One True God of absolutely all of Creation.   

 

THANKSGIVING.... 

So heartfelt and so very much more than one day each year, a carved turkey, pumpkin pie, a football game, 

and a nap! 

 

It’s a lifetime of thanks to our Heavenly Father for Life on Earth that leads to Eternity....that’s Forever...with 

The Holy Trinity.   

 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ALL! 

GOD BLESS YOU, 

Gail 

Building and Grounds Checklist 
Aftermath of the roof replacement: As you can see from the photos in the newsletter, the sanctuary is being cleaned and restored by TRCI after 
the mess created by the roofing. 
Gutters: It was pointed out to us by TMI Construction that the gutters on the sanctuary were in rough shape. We asked for an estimate to replace 
them. This might be a 2018 project. 
Exterior Painting of the Church: The exterior of the entire building was painted in 2007. Close inspection of the building suggests it is time to 
make repairs and paint again. This too might be a 2018 project. TMI will be providing a bid, as well as Tri-State Painting. 
Sanctuary Lighting: Part of the new lights shipped in late September and the rest should now be at Tri-State Lighting. The goal is to have the new 
lights and lighting controls installed for use at the Christmas Eve service. 
Tie Rod modifications: Barry Cox is working on a proposal to box in the steel tie rods in the sanctuary to make them look like beams. Our sister 
church in Washington, Indiana has tie rods like ours, but they are hidden in beams. 
Parish Hall Bathroom Vanity Replacements: Several years ago, the bathroom vanities, sinks, and faucets were replaced in both upstairs 
bathrooms. The sinks and vanities downstairs are heavily chipped and weathered. Gail Robb and Beth were charged with researching possible 
replacements. 
ADA Compliance, or replacement of concrete steps: Early in the year, the decision was made to focus on the roof and lighting in 2017. These 
projects were funded through a diocesan loan. Making the building handicap accessible has not been dropped. A decision will need to be made 
whether to make that a priority in 2018. If the congregation is in favor of moving ahead with the project, then a capital campaign will need to be 
started to raise the funds. Altering the front porch and the north side entrance into the sanctuary are part of that proposal. If the congregation does 
not want to make the parish ADA compliant, then the front porch steps and north steps into the sacristy need to be replaced in 2018. 



Christian Education & Formation 

Christmas Pageant 2017 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Susie Colson, Jill Gerton, and Patrick Gerton will be 
organizing and leading this year’s Children’s Christmas 
Pageant. After four years of various iterations of 
pageants, it was decided to return to the old pageant 
that was last performed in 2012, but with the help of 
Patrick Gerton it will have a different flavor of music. It 
will be the old pageant with a hint of Peanuts. As of this 
writing the date of the pageant has not been confirmed. 
The hope is that it can be presented on the morning of 
Christmas Eve at the 10:00AM service. Practices will 
begin on Sunday, December 3rd. 

Help Set Up The  

Chrismon Tree 
 

For anyone interested in  
helping out, the Chrismon  
Tree will be set up and  
decorated after the  
morning Eucharist  
service on Sunday,  
December 3rd. 

Journey in 
Faith  

Adult Inquirer’s 
Class 

November 8th, 

6:00PM 
 

The Journey in Faith group will hold its study on 
Wednesday evening, November 8th beginning at 

6:00p.m.with a light supper.   
This month’s topic will be  

“SAINTS: How different denominations of christians regard 
saints of the church.” 

Journey in Faith is open to anyone who wants to know 

more about the Bible, Church traditions, and their faith.  

Seekers and seasoned scholars are both welcome!  A 

sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin board in the 

parish hall. 
 

Next month’s Journey in Faith study will be on 

December 6th at 6:00 p.m., topic yet to be determined. 
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Remember to  

“Fall Back”!  

Set your clocks back 

one hour before you 

go to bed on 

Saturday, November 

4th. 

Professor Gooden continues to lead the 
adult Sunday school class in a study of 
the minor prophets.  
In November and December the 
discussion will be on the Prophet  
Hosea.  
Sunday Mornings; 9:00-9:45 A.M. 
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 Reaching Out To Others 
 

November 

FOOD PANTRY  

PORK & BEANS 
The Food Pantry needs cans of 

Pork & Beans, any 

brand.  Place them in 

the round bin in the 

Parish Hall.  

MVMA Christmas  

Assistance Program 
We will be receiving the names of the children 

we will be sponsoring this year for which we 

are to buy Christmas presents.  Father Allen 

and Susan Gooden have requested names of 

20 children.  Hopefully, we will receive the 

names and have the tags ready for pick-up by 

Sunday, November 19th.  All wrapped 

presents will need to be brought to the church 

by Sunday, December 10th for blessing.  The 

presents will be taken to Trinity for the 

families to pick up. 

Collecting Shoeboxes Sunday,  

November 12th. Don’t forget to bring 

in your already filled shoeboxes to  

St. John’s on Sunday, November 12th, 

or to First United Methodist Church 

before Friday, November 17th. 
 

St. John’s will pay the shipping of the 

shoeboxes brought to the parish. 

Shoebox  
Ministry Needs 
Your Help. 

Episcopal Fund For 
Human Need (EFHN) 
November 5th & 12th 

If you forget to bring in an 

offering on both  

Sundays, don’t fret; try to get 

the donation to the church 

office as soon as possible that 

next week! 

Bags of coins are also welcome! 

Thank you  
to those who donated 

pet food for the Posey 

Humane Society!! 

The Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association will be holding a 
Community Thanksgiving Service, Sunday, November 12th at 
6:00pm.  It will be held this year at Trinity United Church of 
Christ at 505 Mulberry Street in Mt. Vernon. There will be a 
Community Choir to assist with the music for this 
service.  Two choir rehearsals will be held Sunday 
afternoons, October 29th and November 5th.  Both choir 
rehearsals will begin at 3:00pm at Trinity UCC.  Please plan 
to attend at least one of these two rehearsals at your 
convenience, and both if possible.  A final rehearsal will take 
place at 5:00pm on November 12th. We invite choir members 
from all area churches to volunteer to come and sing in this 
community service.  If you love to sing but are not currently 
attending a church, we invite you to come and sing with us. 



S
er

v
in

g 
C

hr
is

t 
th

ro
u

g
h…

 
Our Church and Community 

Rummage Sale—Thank You 
The St. John’s Women’s Guild will host 
their fall rummage sale on Saturday,  
November 4th.  
 

Thank you in advance for donating items, 
helping set up, and working the sale.  The 
ladies always do a wonderful job 
organizing everything. 

River Ministry Christmas  

items are due by  

Sunday, November 5th 

November 12th 
Parish Yard Clean Up Day 

after morning service 
 

Please bring your gloves and tools and 
help us spruce up the yard, trim bushes, 
and rake a few leaves and pick up debris 

from the recent roofing project.    
 

 
 

                      

I ONCE WAS LOST,  

BUT NOW AM FOUND, 

Only slightly altered 
 

Father Allen made a recent 
pastoral visit to Deaconess 
Hospital and accidently dropped 
his I.D. badge.  He was informed 
that it had been found, and would 
be returned to him at St. 
John’s.  The badge was returned 
while he was away attending 
Dylan’s wedding. Upon his return, 
he found the badge in his office mailbox, but upon inspection, 
his title had been altered.  What was considered a prank, may 
become a “badge of honor.” Father Allen is considering wearing 
the altered version for future pastoral visits to Deaconess and 
see if anyone there notices. 

Last month’s newsletter announced that there would be an 
opportunity for the St. John’s congregation to order a 

“dressy” polo shirt.  The order form is in the parish hall and 
sample shirts are available to try on. Thanks to the help of 
Susie Colson and her contacts at Southwest Grafix, these 

polo-style shirts witll have St. John’s name and the 
Episcopal shield. We are not just printing bulk quantities of 
these shirts, please sign-up on the order sheet if you are 

interested. The price per shirt is on the sign-up sheet. 
Available in men’s and ladies cut. Please specify your 

preferred style when ordering. 

The Rev. Kempton Baldridge will be the supply priest for the 
November 5th Eucharist Service.  Rather than have him 
make a second trip to St. John’s later in the month to pick up 
donated items for the river ministry, we are asking that all 
donated items be brought to the church on the 5th.  Kempton 
can bless the items, express his appreciation, and take the 
items with him when he leaves. The list of desired items is 
shown below.  Two items most desired by Kempton are pre-
stamped postcards, and homemade Christmas Cards. The 
Sunday School classes made cards on October 22nd and 
29th, but cards can also be made at home and brought in to 
the church. 
 

We are collecting: pre-stamped postcards, 

homemade Christmas cards, chewing gum, 

unscented colorless lip balm, unscented 

hypoallergenic hand lotion, playing cards, 

puzzle books, hot chocolate, facial tissues,  

Individually packaged microwave popcorn, 

and sealed packages of holiday sweets. 
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St. Francis’ Blessing of Animals 
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 Renovations 
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Renovations continued…. 



November Birthdays: 
04 — Catie Claire Bell 

04 — Barry Cox 

09 — Imani Webster 

16 — Ethan Goad 

24 — Justin Jeffries 

26 — Gail Robb 
 

November Anniversaries: 
22 — Steve & Mary Ann Burris 

29 — Philip & Gracie Bell 
 

If we missed it or got it wrong, let us know. 

November Dates  
to Remember 
01 — All Saints’ Day 

01 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

01 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall 6:00 p.m. 

02 — Commemoration of All Faithful Departed    

 (All Souls’ Day) 

04 — Women’s Guild Rummage Sale 

05 — DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME ENDS 

05 — All Saints’ Sunday 

05 — First Episcopal Fund For Human Need 

 (EFHN) Ingathering Sunday 

06 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

10-11 — Executive Council Overnight Retreat        

 @ Waycross 

11 — Veteran’s Day 

12 — Second EFHN Ingathering Sunday 

12 — Yard Clean Up Day at Church 

12 — Operation Christmas Child, shoeboxes            

 ingathering 

12 — MVMA Community Thanksgiving service 

 TrinityUCC, 6:00pm 

14 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association meeting, 

3:00 p.m. 

16 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in parish hall 

20 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

23— Thanksgiving Day—Church office closed. 

24 — Church office closed. 

26 — Christ The King Sunday, The Last Sunday     

 of Pentecost 

30 — Feast of St. Andrew’s (get your Scottish on!) 
 

Early December Dates to Note: 
03 — St. Nicholas visitation to St. John’s  

06 — Journey In Faith 
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Events & Celebrations 

If you have a favorite recipe that  

you would like to share in a  

future newsletter—please email  

it to the church. 

Cut squash into 1-inch chunks. In large pot melt butter. Add onion 

and cook until translucent, about 8 minutes. Add squash and stock. 

Bring to a simmer and cook until squash is tender, about 15 to 20 

minutes. Remove squash chunks with slotted spoon and place in a 

blender and puree. Return blended squash to pot. Stir and season 

with nutmeg, salt, and pepper. Serve.   

Picture shows roasted pumpkin seeds as a garnish. 

Directions 

 One 2- to 3-pound 
butternut squash,  

peeled and seeded 

 2 tablespoons 
unsalted butter 

 1 medium onion, 
chopped 

 6 cups chicken stock 

 Nutmeg 

 Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper 

Ingredients 

Butternut Squash Soup 
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

THE OLD  

RUGGED CROSS 
 

The church has two identical crosses. One atop 
the cupola and a second atop the front porch. In 
the photograph of the church from 1894, it is hard 
to tell if both crosses were present, but they are 
definitely both there in the photo from 1933. In 
2008, the weathered, original wooden cupola was 
taken down and recreated in metal by Artisan 
Sheet Metal Co., including its cross.  When TMI 
Construction removed the porch cross to reroof, it 
was pointed out that it too was quite brittle and 
weathered. The porch cross has been taken to 
Artisan to be recreated so that a new, long-lasting 
cross will adorn the front porch. 


