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St. John’s 

Allen+ 

A Song of True Motherhood   Julian of Norwich 
From Enriching our Worship, Volume 1 
 

God chose to be our mother in all things and so made the foundation of his work, most humbly and most 
pure, in the Virgin’s womb. God, the perfect wisdom of all, arrayed himself in this humble place. Christ 
came in our poor flesh to share a mother’s care. Our mothers bear us for pain and for death; our true 
mother, Jesus, bears us for joy and endless life. Christ carried us within him in love and travail, until the 
full time of his passion. And when all was completed and he had carried us so for joy, still all this could not 
satisfy the power of his wonderful love. All that we owe is redeemed in truly loving God, for the love of 
Christ works in us; Christ is the one whom we love. 

 

     Jesus affectionately tells us to refer to God the Father as “Abba”; the Hebrew or Aramaic word that we would 
call “Dad” or “Daddy.” Jesus calls us to have a personal relationship with God the Father. We cannot see it in the 
English language, but Moses, at one point in the wilderness, refers to God in the feminine; a mother figure. Moses 
complains to God (paraphrased), “I did not give birth to this people, I am not their mother. You are their mother. 
You are responsible for their care.” Jesus uses a lot of “I am” statements to describe himself, but he does not   
outright say, “I am a mother.”  What Jesus does say is that he is like a mother hen: “How often have I desired to 
gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing” (Matthew 
23:37b). 
 

As Mother’s Day approaches, I have been thinking about Jesus as a mother figure, as is so eloquently described 
by Julian of Norwich. I have also been reminiscing about the motherly qualities of my own mother. My mother died 
in February of 2005, a few months before I was called to serve as priest of St. John’s. My mother was proud of me 
as an artist, and she was proud of me as a, soon to be ordained, priest. She never lived to see my ordination to 
the priesthood in May 2005, but she was able to attend my ordination to the transitional deaconate in July 2004. 
     My mother learned to sew in high school home economics class. She was not the greatest sewer, but she   
adequately mended the endless holes I put in my clothing as a rough and tumble little boy. She was able to hem 
dresses for herself and my sisters. She could sew well enough to make curtains for our house.  She also did some 
needle crafts. 
     My mother was not the greatest cook. I often tell people; “I have a passion for cooking because my mother was 
such a bad cook that to get a decent meal at our house, you had to cook it yourself.”  That statement is not entirely 
true. My mother did not cook gourmet meals, but she managed to keep me fed, even if sometimes it was a       
bologna and cheese sandwich and a glass of milk. 
     My mother was not the greatest housekeeper, which often angered my perfectionist father. However, my   
mother did clean as best as she could, or at least try to keep the house as tidy as possible with five children     
always undoing her efforts. 
     My mother wasn’t the greatest driver, having learned to drive late in life, and having poor depth perception. 
However, she managed to chauffeur me and my siblings to school events and to doctors’ appointments.  
     My mother wasn’t the greatest referee when it came to resolving sibling fights, but I remember a few swats 
across the bottom to keep me in line. My mother was not the greatest educator, but she made sure to relentlessly 
hound me about getting my homework done after school. She was not the greatest nurse, but made sure I stayed 
as healthy and cared for my endless bloody knees and elbows. 
 

My mother was not greatest at anything, but she was the greatest mother for me. Even though you have been 
gone a long time, I still miss you “Mom”! Happy Mother’s Day! 
 

Your brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 165 Years 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
FAX: (812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:00-NOON 
Robin Price, Secretary 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Also become our friend on Facebook:  
St. John’s Episcopal Church  

@mtvstjohns 

 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and Welcome 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems of 
injustice  

 Provide resources for lay leaders 
and clergy for the Church of today 
and tomorrow. 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 

A member of The Confluence Neighborhood of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The  Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

We also have a YouTube Channel: 
St. Johns Episcopal Church 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Mary Ann Burris, Senior Warden 
Mr. Earl Harlow, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Susie Colson, Vestry Clerk 
Mr. Bruce Dingman, Treasurer 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

9:00-9:45a.m.  J2A Youth Group 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study & Sunday School 
Classes (PreK-5th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
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 Leadership 
Around the Grounds—Yard Clean Up Day April 3rd 
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 Christian Education 

Study Of Job Continues In Summer 

The Wednesday Women’s Bible Study Group is studying the book Mended  by Angie Smith. In The 
Past and the Pitcher she hears a voice telling her in order to mend she has to smash her favorite pitcher, 
which she does. “Then what?” she asks. She is told to put it back together, to mend it and to use it to 
pray and heal in the process. Our class used a dish from our Haiti Lenten Project I had saved to break 
and put back together. It is not perfect because God is supposed to reach us through the cracks. This 
was an enlightening experience for us and an interesting way to begin this study. All women from      
St. John’s are invited to join us whenever they can. 

Come and celebrate all of our  
Students and Teachers on  

May 22nd at 10:00 A.M. 

 

The Grace of Les Miserable 
 
Wednesday May 4th: 
Final Chapter The 
Blessed Garden:  
A Hopeful Vision 
6:30 P.M. in the par-
ish hall or Zoom. 

While all the other Sunday School Classes will break during 
the Summer, the adult Sunday study in the book of Job will 

continue through August. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

 

MAY 
FOOD PANTRY 

Peanut Butter 
  

 

2022 
Lenten 

Outreach 

Our goal was to donate 40 bee hives at $30 each for 
a total of $1,200. If $5,000.00 was raised, Father   
Allen said he would wear a bee costume during a   
Sunday morning service after Easter.   

$5,340 was raised. Bee photo below! 

Outreach Distribution 
Schedule for May 

 

River Bend Food Pantry —
$1,000.00 

Posey Humane Society —
$1,000.00 

Please place items in  

the plastic tote located in the  

Parish Hall. 

“Nickel & 
Diming” 

The UTO Spring Ingathering will be May 
1st and May, 8th.   
If you haven’t been collecting coins and 
don’t have a little blue mite box, please pick 
one up and save your coins to give thanks 
for all the  
blessings God has  
bestowed upon you.   
We appreciate every  
nickel and dime, as  
well as pennies,  
quarters, and dollars. 
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 Our Church Activities 
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 Our Church & Community 

New River Chaplain Takes Over The Helm 

Mt. Vernon  
High School 

Baccalaureate 
Service 

Sunday, May 22nd 
6:00 P.M.  

Sponsored by the  
Mt. Vernon Ministerial 
Association and the  
Mt. Vernon High 
School Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. 

WHEN: Thursday, May 5th at Noon 

WHERE: on the Courthouse Lawn 

The Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association, 

under the leadership of Rev. Rick 

Sellers is planning to hold a prayer 

gathering on the courthouse lawn 

starting at Noon, May 6th to            

recognize the National Day of  Prayer. 

Along with Rick, other local pastors 

plan to be present for the event.  

The Mayor has been invited to join the 

prayer event with other local officials. 

On February 28th, Rev. Kempton Baldridge gifted Rev. 
David Shirk with several items with special meaning to 
begin his journey as the new Upper Mississippi and Ohio 
River  chaplain for the Seamen’s Church Institute.  Rev. 
Shirk and his wife, Bonny have an 18-year old son, Evan, 
and 16-year old twin daughters, Audrey and Clare. The 
Shirk  family is coming from Florida to Paducah. Since 
they will have to adjust to Paducah  winters over sunny 
Florida, they were presented with “warming gifts” such 
as socks and gloves. They were still house-hunting and 
weren’t in a position to receive house-warming gifts.  
The full article of this event can be found on the bulletin board in the parish hall.  
We hope to welcome Rev. Shirk to St. John’s soon! 
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Our Church Activities 

Capital Campaign Update 
 

May 19th, 2019 through April 2022 
The three-year giving stage of our Capital Campaign has “Officially” ended, but unofficially 
we may need additional funds to complete the renovation of the house next door.  Our goal 
was to raise $200,000. We received $195,554.92 in total. We currently have $11,698.82 to 
complete the still long list of projects, great and small, in and around the 612 Mulberry house 
and property. One thing we will eventually need for the house is furniture. If you think you 
might have “gently used” furniture that can be donated for the house, please contact Father  
Allen or a Vestry member.  We are also in need of a set of gently used clothes washer and  
dryer.  
 

What we accomplished in three-years: 
Purchased the property next door. 
Repaired the foundation around the church sanctuary 
Completed the utility building on the lot across the street 
Repainted the church 
Put a new roof on the church 
Began the process of restoring the house and property next door 

 
Thank you to everyone who contributed to the capital campaign, helped with campaign 
projects, or offered prayer for God to work toward helping us with our goals. 
 
 

Collaborative Partners for Sacred Places 
Another meeting has been set for members of the St. John’s CPSP committee to meet with 
members of the Department of Children Services (DCS) regarding the feasibility of DCS using 
the house next door for an emergency shelter for children in need.  The meeting is scheduled 
for Thursday, May 5th at 2:00 P.M. in the house next door. The purpose of the meeting is     
two-fold. The first part of the meeting is to continue the discussion of how St. John’s and DCS 
can become collaborative partners; the genesis of a contract between the two parties. The     
second purpose is to have DCS give us guidance on what modifications the house and property 
might need to accommodate children and keep them safe. 
 

Grant Money Available through CPSP 
One of the perks of St. John’s participating in the Collaborative Partners program is that grant 
money, up to $10,000 is available to us for capital improvements that align with our           
partnership goals. The grant is a matching grant; for every three dollar we receive, we must 
chip in one dollar. Two grant-worthy projects are being considered. One is replacing the      
privacy fence on the property next door. The other project is to purchase a sign to the lot next 
door to promote it as a community space for public use. 
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 Up Coming Events 

Presiding Bishop Visits June 4-5 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will visit the Diocese of Indianapolis on Saturday, June 4 and Sunday, 
June 5. The events listed below are open to all, but registration is required. If you can volunteer during the 
Presiding Bishop’s visit, please email Kim Christopher. 
 

Festival Eucharist on June 4 in Bloomington 
12:30 p.m. Eastern / 11:30 a.m. Central 
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will preach and, with Bishop Jennifer, lead a festival Eucharist on Satur-
day, June 4 from 12:30 p.m Eastern / 11:30 a.m. Central to 2:30 p.m. Eastern / 1:30 p.m. Central at 
the Monroe Convention Center in Bloomington. The service will include confirmations and the ordina-
tions of the Rev. Jason Fortner and the Rev. Joél Muñoz to the sacred  order of priests. All are welcome, 
but registration is required. 
 

Outdoor Reception on June 4 in Bloomington 
2:30 p.m. Eastern / 1:30 a.m. Central 
On Saturday, June 4 at 2:30 p.m. Eastern / 1:30 p.m. Central, an outdoor reception will follow the Festival 
Eucharist outside the Monroe Convention Center. Presiding Bishop Curry will speak, and there will be 
food and drinks from food trucks, music, and activities for people of all ages. Please invite guests! All are 
welcome, but registration is required. 
 
Note: You do not need to submit a separate registration for the outdoor reception if you register for the 
service. 

 

Eucharist at St. Timothy’s, Indianapolis on June 5 
10:00 a.m. Eastern / 9:00 a.m. Central 
On Sunday, June 5 at 10:00 a.m. Eastern / 9:00 a.m. Central, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will preach 
and preside at the Holy Eucharist on the Feast of Pentecost at St. Timothy’s, Indianapolis.  
All are welcome, but registration is required. 
 

Eucharist at Christ Church Cathedral on June 5 
1:00 p.m. Eastern / 12:00 p.m. Central, in Spanish and English 
On Sunday, June 5 at 1:00 p.m. Eastern / 12:00 p.m. Central, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry will join in 
the celebration of the Feast of Pentecost in Spanish and English at Christ Church Cathedral. An outdoor 
fiesta will follow the liturgy. All are welcome, but registration is required. 
 

 

Scottish Borders 

Presentation 
 

May 21st 
Alexandrian Public Library 
10:00 AM 
 

Father Allen has been asked by the Posey County Historical    
Society to give his presentation of the history of the Scottish    
Borders and the Common Riding Festivals. 
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Events & Celebrations 

May Birthdays: 
 

19 — Ron Stover 21 — Kathryn Taylor 

May Anniversaries: 
 

21 —   Don & Breeze Sobek 
 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly let us know 
so we can update our files. 

May 2022 
01 — First UTO Ingathering Sunday 

02 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry  
  volunteer day 
03 — Primary Election Day 
03 — Confluence Neighborhood Zoom 
  Meeting; 6:00 PM 
04 — Les Miserable study Chapter 6;      
  6:30 PM 
05 — National Day of Prayer 
05 — Meeting with DCS; 2:00 PM at 612   
   Mulberry House 
08 — Mother’s Day 

08 — Second UTO Ingathering Sunday 

16 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry  
  volunteer day 
17 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 
  meeting, 3:00 p.m. 

19 — Vestry Meeting, 5:00 p.m. 

21 — Fr. Allen’s Presentation to the  
  Historical Society 
22 —  Recognition Sunday 

22 — Ministerial Association  

          Baccalaureate Service (6:00p.m.) 

26 — Ascension Day (Morning Prayer Service) 

29 — Memorial Weekend Sunday 

30 — Memorial Day Holiday:  

  Church Office Closed 

Church Office Closed to 
observe the Holiday 
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

May 26 
Morning Prayer Worship Service will be offered  at 8:30 AM  

in-person and live streamed on Facebook. 


