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St. John’s 

Allen+ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     For the second time in my life, as an Episcopalian, I will have the opportunity and privilege to attend 
and participate in the consecration of a new bishop in the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis. It is a bitter
-sweet moment in our diocese. Many of us are saddened that we are saying “goodbye” to Bishop Cate, 
but we have had the last two years to celebrate her long ministry with us, since the announcement of her 
intention to retire. We now celebrate the official beginning of our ministry together with Bishop Jennifer 
Baskerville-Burrows.  We hope and pray it will be a long and fruitful (spirit-filled) relationship. 
     It is occasions like this that provide the opportunity for teaching our faith and traditions. The            
Episcopal Church understands itself to be a part of the historic episcopate and the apostolic succession. 
As a side note, we long understood these two titles to be one and the same, until we began earnest        
discussions with our brothers and sisters in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), who 
are not necessarily a part of the historic episcopate, but believe themselves faithful to the apostolic        
succession.  The historic episcopate is understood to be an unbroken line or chain of “laying on of 
hands” and commissioning for ordained ministry from Jesus Christ, to his first Apostles, then to bishops 
down through the ages. The ELCA taught us that apostolic succession means carrying on the faith and          
ministry of the apostles down through the ages. In our own Baptismal Covenant we commit (with God’s 
help) “to continue in the apostle’s teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the prayers.” 
We are a hierarchical Church with various categories of defined ministries. The Prayer Book Catechism 
lists the ministers of the Church as “lay persons, bishops, priests, and deacons.”  The origin of the orders 
of bishops, priests, and deacons is argued and even disputed by more Congregationalist churches. 
     Let me start with Deacons. The Greek word is diakonos and means servant, or one who serves. The 
word diakonos is widely used by Jesus as a generic or common word for servant. In defining who is  
mater and who is servant, Jesus refers to his disciples as diakonos; servants. The Book of Acts Chapter 6 
seems to create the official ordained (or set apart) ministry of the deacons, or servants, even though the 
word diakonos is not used in this passage. 
     The word “Priest” in Greek is hiereus and is exclusively used to describe the Jewish priests. The 
Greek word we Christians associate with priests is presbyteros. This word describes “elders”. In Acts 
Chapter 9, Paul and Barnabas go to Jerusalem to meet with “the apostles and the elders.” The elders 
have a subordinate role to the apostles. 
     The first Greek word associated with an office akin to the apostles is episkopos, and is translated as 
“overseer.” The overseer is clearly a leadership position, or a person designated to have oversight of  
others. The Strong’s Concordance interprets episkopos as both overseer and “superintendent.” The       
formal title of “Bishop” does not get used in association with the word episkopos until early in the     
second century as the Christian Church is formalizing leadership positions. The Letters of Philippians, 
Timothy, and Titus, while traditionally titled as Paul’s letters, are actually written long after his death 
but give reference to him. These letters reference to the titles of Bishops, Presbyters (priests), and       
Deacons as positions of authority in churches. We must remember that churches were numerous, but 
small and the leadership varied greatly from region to region and church to church. While the Scriptural 
authority for these three leadership roles in the Church are still much argued, one thing is certain; the 
“Church” that Jesus envisioned included ALL of the baptized. Hence, our Prayer Book is duly right in 
listing the laity as first of all ministers. It will be the duty of the laity, priests, and deacons of our diocese 
to support Bishop Jennifer in her calling and ministry among us and with us. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
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Throughout 

the summer 

Holy Eucharist 

remains at 

10:00 A.M. 
 

Coffee & Refreshments  
follows the Eucharist in  

the Parish Hall 
 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available beginning at 9:45 A.M. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 Fax 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. — Noon 
Robin Price, Secretary 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home: 812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

8:45—9:45 a.m.  J2A Group  
9:00—9:45 a.m.  Children’s Sunday 
School Classes, Adult Study  & Choir  
Rehearsal 
10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

Weekday Schedule  

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. 
Morning Prayer 

Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Look us up on the web at www.mtvstjohns.org 
Also become our friend on Facebook: mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 
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Leadership 

Treasurer Notes – Susan Harrison 

Well, Spring has definitely SPRUNG here around Mt. Vernon, Indiana!  Trees are getting leaves, flowers and trees 
blooming everywhere, corn coming up, people sneezing, grass growing  --- thanks be to God!  In just a few weeks will be 
“ Recognition Sunday “.  This is the time each year when we recognize the youngest of our members and all the 
dedicated adults who give so much of their time to help make way the path for these young people to grow up in the way 
of Christ.  This is one of the most vital ministries within St. John’s parish.  Without young members there is no future for 
our church.  Without Christ in their lives, there is no future for our young members.  A special “ Thank you “ for our 
Christian Education committee and all they do during the year.  I hope everyone will plan to be at St. Johns for this 
special service. 
       Also a special “Thank you” for all the people who participated in our Lenten Project this year.  We had a goal to 
provide 5 Alpacas through Heifer International into an area of the world where they would help local people be better 
able to provide for their community.   
We actually raised enough money to provide 8 Alpacas!!  Thanks be to God for all the blessings of this church family, for 
as we are blessed, we reach out and bless others -- even out into the world. 
     Coming up during the next few Sundays we will be collecting donations for the Precious Posies project and UTO. Dig 
all that change out from under your car seat !  Finally,  thank you to all the members who provided the beautiful Easter 
Flowers that decorated the Sanctuary during Holy Week.  You guys are just THE BEST!  THANKS BE TO GOD! 

We are still singing the hymns from Easter Day! Isn’t Easter Season great! The weather has turned a bit brisk these past couple 
of days but we are sure to miss the cooler weather come summertime! We would like to thank everyone that assisted in the 
church cleanup day! Special thanks to Paul Maurer for the dump truck with the mulch!  
Attempting to keep all of the items we have worked on within this letter. So some may be redundant but at least you are aware of 
where we are.  

American with Disabilities Act Compliance – Current quotes that we have received are between $100k and $150k. We 
need to become compliant with ADA for our future, but I also believe we need a positive discussion about how this can 
be done without negatively impacting the beauty of our church.  

 

We have one quote from TMI at this time and one from Happe. Adam Green is working on some modifications to the 
drawings as we have run into some opportunities with our design. We may bring in Architectural Renovators, ARC, 
Empire to review this project.  

 

This project is on the table until we complete the lighting project.  
 

Concrete Steps at front of church – Possible Replacement, if we chose not to comply with ADA. 
This project is on the table until we make a decision on ADA.  
 

Concrete Steps coming out of sacristy door – Possible replacement, if we chose not to comply with ADA. 
This project is on the table until we make a decision on ADA. 
 

Lighting – The lighting fixtures have been selected! These Lights will be Deep Gold in 
Color.  

We will be placing 6 of these fixtures in the church.  
 There will be 4 of these on the walls of the church. We are finalizing the bid packages 

for the installation of these lights and should be seeing a brighter future soon! 
 

Roof Washing – I still believe we need to find a method to wash the north side of the 
church without hurting the plants.  

 

Prayer Garden Water - We have excavated the prayer garden area so that the water flow is directed to the existing sump. 
This was backfilled with the river rock so a French drain exists that supports continued to flow to the sump. We have also 
placed a new pump in the sump that will pump 3 times the volume of the old pump. Hopefully these efforts will eliminates 
future incidents. We survived the first rain! 

 

Roof – We have received several quotes for replacing the entire roof of the church and the parish hall. We are sure these will 
be brought before vestry soon for approval.  

That is what we are working on at this time. If we can assist in any way please let us know! 

Junior Warden Report – Barry Cox 



 
ST JOHN'S EPISCOPAL CHURCH, MOUNT VERNON, INDIANA 

ALIVE AND STRIVING TO OBEY OUR CREATOR GOD 
THROUGH PRAISE, THANKSGIVING, SACRIFICE 
AND LOVE FOR OTHERS WHILE LIVING IN THE 

DAYS OF GRACE AND FORGIVENESS PROVIDED  
FOR US BY THE GIFT OF GOD'S OWN SON,  

DYING UPON THE CROSS AND RISING IN 
GLORY FOR OUR SALVATION 

 
                                                                         

Then the Lord said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your household; for you alone I have seen to be righteous before Me in this 
time.  "You shall take with you of every clean animal by sevens, a male and his female, and of the animals that are not clean two a 
male and his female; also of the birds of the sky by sevens, male and female, to keep offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 
"For after seven more days, I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights; and I will blot out from the face of the land every 
living thing that I have made." And Noah did according to all that the Lord had commanded him.       Genesis  7:1-5 
 

And the rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty nights.       Genesis  7:12     
 

And all flesh that moved on the earth perished, birds and cattle and beasts and every swarming thing that swarms upon the earth, 
and all mankind; of all that was on the dry land, all in whose nostrils was the breath of the spirit of life, died. Thus He blotted out 
every living thing that was upon the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of the sky, and they were 
blotted out from the earth; and only Noah was left, together with those that were with him in the ark. And the water prevailed upon 
the earth one hundred and fifty days.       Genesis  7:21-24 
 

God's Plan of Creation!  Wow!  "Our Father Who art in heaven"....before Creation, God existed, because He is God, The Great I 
Am.  Think about it.  I'm sure He was just fine without us.  No need for Him to decide to create all things, especially us, His oh so 
sinful and wayward children from the very beginning.  Of course, as created, He saw that everything was "very good".  God was 
satisfied, and well He should be since He is perfection, love, and everything that is good, everything that we aspire to be.  So, as we 
know, the story goes on, sin enters, and all of the etcetteras that followed.  Okay, So eventually the "very good" became not so 
good for so many.  Trouble on the horizon.  God was sad for His Creation to the point of eliminating all of it.  But wait....He noticed 
Noah!   And so, except for Noah and his family, along with a portion of every kind, God reversed his potential of eliminating His 
Creation.   
 

What a plan!  Again, God chose to continue with His plan and grow the Earth and the Seas to be our home.  So because of Noah's 
obedience to God, here we are in 2017 A. D.  (I personally prefer these letter to the new politically correct models!) 
 

I experienced a wonderful time with a portion of St John's family on a journey to Kentucky this week to visit "The Ark Experience", 
which opened in 2016, and the "Creation Museum", which opened several years ago.  For me it was a contemporary way of 
physically walking through a portion of not only Genesis, but also to connect our Old Testament heritage to the prophesied 
preparation of The Messiah and eventually walking into the New Testament.  Our Perfect God!  How living, how real, how true....He 
loves us so very much. 
 

This little adventure that we took began with our St John's ladies Bible Study wanting to come together for fun, learning, and 
adventure, an opportunity to walk together a bit closer with our Savior and Redeemer.  I feel that we accomplished our goals and 
provided a way to be closer and share even more than our weekly gathering allows with time constraints. Our current study fits this 
together.  The title is "Seamless" and it is beautifully knitting together the threads of both Testaments. 
 

Thank you to St John's for providing us with our Wednesday evening meal at Potter's Ranch, where we spent the night, a beautiful 
retreat and wooded area owned and operated by Christians.  It was beautiful, peaceful, with walking trails, deer in the woods, wild 
turkeys, and many other of God's creatures not viewed as we walked. 
 

My prayer about this experience is that St John's will continue to plan "adventures" together to keep us closely knit as a Christian 
community in Mt Vernon, and on into each person's individual world.  Our venturing can take many different forms with various 
interests.  It doesn't matter the activity, the time frame, or location of get togethers.  A meal, a planned walk together, a day trip, an 
evening board game of fun, a movie, etc. Wherever 2 or 3 are gathered together, remember Who is with us....GOD....and He loves 
us oh so much! 
 

Blessings to all of you, 
Love in Jesus' Name, 
 

Gail     St. John's Senior Warden    

Leadership 
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Christian Education & Formation 

Church Camp 

Applications 
The 2017 Waycross 
Summer Church Camp 
schedule and 
registration applications are posted 
exclusively on-line.   

www.waycrosscenter.org   

If you do not have access to a computer contact the 
church office to get a copy downloaded for you. If you 
would like to hear testimony about  Waycross Camp 
talk  to veteran campers, Patrick, William, and Olivia 
Gerton.  Financial aid is available from both the       
diocese and St. John’s, so please don’t let money be 
a deterrent. The camp is open to youth ages 8 to 16. 
 

Congratulations to Austin Colson and Patrick  
Gerton for volunteering their summer to be camp 
counselors at Waycross this year. We are proud 

Youth practicing for 
Recognition Sunday 

 

The youth will be spending the Sundays 
leading up to Recognition Sunday       

practicing music and various parts for their 
children’s worship service to close out the 

Sunday School year. 

Recognition Sunday  May 21st  Children’s Worship Service 
 

In the Episcopal Church, if you do something more than twice it earns the distinction of being called 

“tradition”. This is our third year in a row that the children have helped to lead the worship service on 

Recognition Sunday. 
 

Worship Format: It will still be a service of Holy Eucharist Rite II with Father Allen leading most of 

the “priestly” functions. The children will be greeters, offertory, layreaders, acolytes, etc. during the 

service. Some parts of the service have been omitted or shortened. The hope is that the entirety of the 

service will not much longer than a normal service. 
 

Music: The children are responsible leading the congregation in singing, or they will be singing as a 

choir. All of our talented musicians will be playing instruments of some sort.  The kids will be assisted 

by Jill Gerton and Susie Colson. 
 

Recognitions: The main purpose of this service is to thank the Christian Education teachers for their 

service over the past year. The graduates of various grade levels will be recognized.  
 

Reception:  The children have planned out the food and drink for the reception following the service. 

There will be some gluten-free options for those that need them. 
 

Games: Another tradition that has developed with this service is the set up of outdoor games to go 

along with the post-service festivities.  In the event of inclement weather some game activity will be 

available in the parish hall. 
 

A Welcoming Opportunity: Any time the children are this heavily involved in the service, we 

encourage members to invite as many friends and relatives as possible to join us in recognizing the 

faith and commitment of our kids. 
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Our Church Family 
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Reaching Out To Others 

Outreach Distribution 

Schedule for May 
  

Family Matters, $1000. 
Posey County Young Life, $500. 
Posey  County Jail Ministry, $500. 
Posey County Humane Society, $425. 

Many Outreach 

THANK YOUs 

 

Thank You to everyone who contributed 

to the Lenten Outreach Project.  Our goal 

was to raise $750 or  purchase 5 alapacs 

and we were able to purchase 8 alpacas and 

raised $1200.00!!!! 
 

Thank You to everyone who  

purchased and  

donated items  

for our annual  

Precious Poseys  

Baby Shower. 
 

Thank You to 
everyone who 
provided food items 
for the Lenten Soup suppers and  
participated in the discussions. 
 

Thank You to Susie Colson who filled in 
for Gracie Bell on Rose Sunday (last 
newsletter did not reflect this change). 
 

Thank You to everyone who helped with 
all of the Holy Week services. 
 

Thank You to everyone who purchased       
flowers to decorate the church for Easter. 
 

Thank You to everyone who purchased 
Easter candy and helped with the egg hunt. 
 

Thank You to Diane Stover for the 
toaster.  
 

Thank You to St. John’s Church for  
making your “Administrative Professional” 
feel like a million bucks and thoroughly 
appreciated!   United Thank Offering  

Sundays 
 

May 7th and 14th 

May 
FOOD PANTRY 

ITEM  

Peanut 
Butter 

Place these items in the plastic 

tote in the Parish Hall.  
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Holy Week and Easter Worship 
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Our Church & Community 

Mt. Vernon  
High School 

Baccalaureate 

Sunday, May 21st 
6:00 P.M. 

Sponsored by the  

Mt. Vernon Ministerial 

Association and the  

Mt. Vernon High 

School Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes. 

Mt. Vernon  

High School 

Graduation Day 

Friday, May 26th 

Monday 

May 29th 

Pray for all our military personnel and         

remember all those who have given their lives 

throughout our history to defend our freedom. 

Church Office Closed to observe the Holiday 

A Web of Sermons 
 

Holy Week and Easter Sermons 
are available as audio files to 
listen and share with others at 

our new website: 
www.mtvstjohns.org 

Once on the website go to the tab on the 
far right called: Info Center.  This should 
drop down and there you can click on the 

sermons! 
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River Bend Food Pantry 

First rotations of home deliveries complete. 
 

If you recall, back in early February the first of three pairs of St. John’s members 
teamed up to make home deliveries of food boxes to residents at Cloverleaf 
Apartments. Three months have now passed and all three teams have successfully 
made deliveries. The pairs consist of Sue Webster and Karen Lawson, Gail Robb and 
Beth Dingman, and Susan Gooden and Gracie Bell. The initial plan was to deliver to 
six “shut-in” residents. The number of deliveries is now up to seven. 
The deliveries are made to people who cannot normally get to the River Bend Food 
Pantry to pick up food and take it to their apartment. Now that all three teams have 
made their first delivery, they are eager to start the rotation over again.  Thank you to 
these six women for volunteering to devote their time to this worthwhile ministry.  This 
is a pilot program, and the hope is that it will expand to more residents and more 
locations.  Stay tuned. It maybe that more volunteers from St. John’s could be needed 
in the future. 

In early March Kimberly Conlin presented to the Ministerial 
Association her thirty-day notice of resignation as director of the 
River Bend Food Pantry. After several food pantry board 

meetings over the past month and a half, the food pantry not only has a new 
director, but also a restructured board. The director’s duties were pared down to 
mainly oversight of the day-to-day operations of the pantry. The board is now 
structured with a President, Secretary, and Treasurer, along with five other board 
members with specific responsibilities. The restructured board will work with the 
new director in a collaborative and supportive effort. The director will be an ex 
officio board member. The new director is Cheryl Boettcher. In an ironic twist, 
Kimberly Conlin agreed to be voted back onto the board and agreed to serve as 
president.  The food pantry board could still use one more board member with 
special skills and talents. The board needs someone who is familiar with 
Microsoft Publisher and who can provide support with the pantry’s print 
publications. The Ministerial Association and the River Bend Food Pantry Board 
are excited about the new changes and the enhanced ability to serve clients in 
need in our community. 

Exciting Food Pantry News 
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Events & Celebrations 

May Birthdays: 
 

16 — Shirley Dunne 
19 — Ron Stover 
21 — Kathryn Taylor 
27 — Alice Morris 
 

May Anniversaries: 
 

21 —   Don & Breeze Sobek 
 

Did we list it wrong?; Is it missing?; let us know. 

Last Sunday 
for Choir 

The last Sunday that the choir will              
rehearse and lead the congregation in music 

will be May 21st.  Thank you to all of our choir 
members for their inspiring efforts to lead the 
congregation in worship music and for their 

unique offertory anthems and hymns. 

May Events to 
Remember 

 

01 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry  

 volunteer day 

07 — First UTO Ingathering Sunday 

13 — Mt. Vernon Relay For Life, River 
 Front, Noon to Midnight 

14 — Mother’s Day 

14 — Second UTO Ingathering Sunday 

15 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry  

  volunteer day 

16 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 
  meeting, 3:00 p.m. 

18 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

21 — Children’s Worship Service:  

  Recognition Sunday 

21 — Ministerial Association 
 Baccalaureate Service (6:00p.m.) 

25 — Ascension Day 

28 — Memorial Weekend Sunday 

29 — Memorial Day Holiday:  

  Church Office Closed 

Easy Strawberry Pie 
1Pillsbury™ Pet-Ritz® Frozen Deep Dish Pie Crust 
 (from 12-oz. pkg.) 
4 to 5 cups strawberries, stems removed 
1 (12 to 14-oz.) container strawberry glaze 
1cup refrigerated or frozen whipped topping, thawed 
 

Prepare pie crust as directed on package for 

one-crust baked shell using 9-inch pie pan. 

Cool 15 minutes or until completely cooled. 
 

In large bowl, combine strawberries and glaze. 

Spoon into cooled baked shell.  

Serve with whipped topping. Garnish as 

desired. Store in refrigerator.  
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Our Kids Connected To God 



Our Kids Connected To God 
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8 Again, God said to Noah and his sons:  
15 I will remember my promise to you and to all other living 
creatures. Never again will I let floodwaters destroy all life. 
16 When I see the rainbow in the sky, I will always remember the 
promise that I have made to every living creature. 
17 The rainbow will be the sign of that solemn promise.  

Genesis 9:8, 15-17  Contemporary English Version (CEV) 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

Sunday    
May 14th, 2017 

Lord, protect and 

guide mothers  

everywhere  

as they nurture  

their children.  

Help them teach 

and love their 

children as You 

love and teach us, 

through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 


