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St. John’s 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 We are still in the Easter Season, not the Lenten Season.  From now until Pentecost Sunday, we are living in the period 

of the Church year when we are fervently reminded that we are forgiven of our sins, “not just ours sins, but the sins of the whole 

world”. You are forgiven! Let’s say that again. “YOU ARE FORGIVEN!” “CHRIST IS RISEN! ALLELUIA!” We sing joyous Easter 

hymns. Yet, when some members come to the Communion rail, they are still acting like they are stuck in Lent. I know old habits 

die hard, but I think it is time to give a little refresher course  on Eucharistic  theology and why we should receive Holy               

Communion with great joy. 

 Let me begin by stating that there exists a difference in the theologies of Holy Eucharist Rite One and Rite Two.  Rite 

One is little changed from the time of Archbishop Thomas Cranmer’s First Book of Common Prayer in 1549.  The world was 

barely out of what was know as the “Dark Ages.” People were still dying of plagues and all the calamity of human existence was 

considered the wrath of God upon fallen and sinful humanity.  Rite One still reflects the reality of human brokenness and human 

sinfulness; in phrases such as; “We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy table (BCP 337)”, or the need 

to provide “comfortable words” (BCP 332).  People of that time were literally fearful to receive the Holy Communion and most 

received only twice a year; Christmas and Easter.  They came forward to receive with heads bowed low in a penitent posture to 

signify their unworthiness to stand before God and Christ to receive the blessed Sacrament.  This is what I call a Good Friday 

attitude.  This theology is partly why Rite One is still appropriate for Lent. 

 Twentieth Century archeology discovered many ancient documents of the early Apostolic Church and their prayer and 

worship practices.  Their attitude was what I call an Easter Sunday Morning Resurrection attitude.  They did not lose sight of the 

fact that they were sinners, but that they had been justified and reconciled in the sight of God by the Paschal Mystery, the death 

and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  The elements they were receiving were considered sacred, but were received with joy and 

thanksgiving.  Eucharist means “Thanksgiving.”  The Holy Eucharist Rite Two of the current (1979) Prayer Book reflects a return 

to the apostolic theology and attitude about our relationship with God and with Christ’s Sacraments.  Many aspects of Rite Two 

are about reconciling us to God and making us worthy to stand before him to receive the sacramental elements with joy and 

thanksgiving. 

 From the very beginning, The Collect for Purity (BCP 355) petitions God to “cleanse the thoughts of our hearts.”  The 

Liturgy of the Word is the history of God’s love and saving grace throughout history, despite our sinfulness. The Gospel is the 

Good News of the redemption of the world through Jesus Christ.  The Prayers of the People are our intercessions to God to 

bring about peace, healing, and reconciliation in the world.  We “confess our sins against God and our neighbor” and receive 

Absolution.  When we are absolved of our sins, those sins no longer exist.  We are made clean.  The Peace is another form of 

reconciliation with our neighbor.  In the midst of the Words of Institution we ask God to “sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament (BCP 363).”  The Lord’s Prayer, said just before we Commune petitions God to “forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us (BCP 364).”  If each  of us has truly embraced all these aspects of the Eucharistic service 

in our hearts, we are more than worthy in the sight of God to receive the sacraments with joy and happiness. 

 Jesus said, “Do not impede the little children from coming to me.” The children who have been baptized and can             

receive Communion are a great example. They come to receive the Communion elements with big smiles. There etiquette at the 

rail might be considered appalling to some, but when they confidently reach forth their hand to receive and they pop that wafer in 

their mouth with a big smile, I am confident that they get it.  I have preached and taught ad nauseum over the years on this topic, 

but I still see quite a few bowed heads and gloomy looks on faces as they receive Communion.  I have been able to persuade 

some members and change their communing habit, but for those still coming with bowed heads, please consider how you come 

to the Communion rail; look up, smile, and joyfully receive the outward and visible sign of God’s grace and love for you          

(BCP 857-58; 859-60). 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 Fax 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. — Noon 
Robin Price, Secretary 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home: 812-838-4406 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

8:45—9:45 a.m.  Rite 13 Group  
9:00—9:45 a.m.  Children’s Sunday 
School Classes, Adult Study  & Choir  
Rehearsal 
10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

Weekday Schedule  

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:15a.m. 
Morning Prayer 

Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30 a.m. 

Look us up on the web at www.mvstjohns.org 
Also become our friend on Facebook: mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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 Leadership 
Treasurer’s Notes 
    

   Just a short update for the awesome  
St. John’s family.  A special “thank you” to all our 
dedicated pledgers and givers.  Our budgeted giving 
income for the first quarter of 2018 is right on track 
and it’s because of God and ALL of YOU that we are 
then able to help so many others. You should have 
each received your giving statements in the mail and if 
you have any questions please don’t hesitate to ask 
me or Robin anytime. 
        It’s been a while since I reminded all of you that 
we have the capacity to do online banking with the 
church.  I know more and more of us are doing bill 
paying on our phones or tablets. If anyone needs the 
numbers to access those accounts just let me know.  If 
anyone needs Paypal abilities -- we have that set up 
too!  We will do whatever we can to make it easier for 
members to help us continue our outreach to walk in 
the way of our Savior Jesus Christ. 
       Over all the financial health of St. John’s Episcopal 
Church is excellent. The budget is performing as 
projected and our long-term investments are 
providing the money we need to keep all the bills 
paid.  God blesses us everyday.  Please take time to 
tell Him how grateful we are.  This small but mighty 
church family continues to bless as we are so blessed. 
 

Susan Harrison,  treasurer 

Happy Spring to all at St John’s!  
 

I have decided to share my chosen daily get up and go 
prayers with you. 
 

My jump start prayers kind of say it all in a concise way.  
They are both lifted up by me to God.  He knows I am His child and that I love Him and trust 
His daily wisdom and guidance that He lovingly and generously bestows on me.   
 

Then later my prayers become my individual conversation with Him and I have my cup of hot 
coffee....not cold or lukewarm, always hot, in the presence of God The Father, the Son, and 
The Holy Spirit.   
 

What a Wonderful God we serve and love.  The God of the Universe actually talks with us, 
intimately and lovingly because He gave us His Son to die and rise to the Heavens for all who 
believe! 
 

God bless all of you.  May you be guided by Jesus, our Savior, all the days and beyond, and remember that He LOVES you 
UNCONDITIONALLY!    Amen 
 

 Gail Robb 

Senior Warden Encouragements 

Around the Grounds 
     
 The new gutters and downspouts have been 

installed on the sanctuary. They are an  old-style 

round gutter. New extensions will be purchased 

for the downspouts. The older, square extensions, 

obviously don’t fit the new round spouts. 

     The most pressing issue is Father Allen’s 

discovery that squirrels have chewed a hole in the 

north side of the building and are running amok 

in the attic above his office. An animal control 

person has been contacted to help rectify the 

situation. It is a pressing issue because the 

squirrels can be heard chewing wood in the attic. 

     We received two estimates for painting the 

buildings, but have tabled the project until we 

figure out all of the maintenance expenses we 

want to lump together this year. 

Brian is working on getting estimates for other 

projects as well. 

     Now that warmer weather has arrived, the 

Purple Garden Gang have been sighted working 

in the gardens. The Birkhead and Cline family 

noted how beautiful our gardens and grounds 

look, during their time here for Marti’s memorial 

service. 

     If you see or know of any building and 

grounds issues, please speak with Brian or Father 

Allen. 
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Capital Campaign Update 

May 2018 
 

I have assembled a four member team to interview 

two professional capital campaign consultants. The 

team thus far consists of our two wardens, Gail 

Robb and Brian Nichols; our money person and 

treasurer, Susan Harrison, and Earl Harlow. My 

goal is to work the process of a capital campaign 

one step at a time. I asked Earl to join the team 

because I see him as a good process thinker. I 

don’t know what the end result of this capital 

campaign will be, but it must be approached in a 

step-by-by step fashion. The group of people who 

end up working through the various stages of the 

process may change and expand. All I am asking 

at this point is for these four people to be involved 

in the interview process. One of our consultant 

candidates is from the Episcopal Church 

Foundation (ECF) who knows how the Episcopal 

Church operates and assists congregations in all 

aspects of stewardship management.  The other 

consultant is associated with a local (Evansville) 

consulting firm, and is highly skilled in capital 

campaigns and church finances. I have great 

confidence we will be able to choose between 

these two candidates. Both interviews are 

scheduled to take place in May. By late May or 

Early June we should have a candidate chosen, 

know the cost, and begin writing the Lily 

Foundation grant to help pay for the consultant. I 

want to keep everyone in the loop and be as 

transparent as possible about what is being done at 

each stage of the capital campaign process. If you 

have any questions or concerns about this capital 

campaign, please do not hesitate to speak with me. 
 

Father Allen+ 

JUST A REMINDER OF WHAT THE CAPITAL 

CAMPAIGN IS ALL ABOUT: The impetus of this 

capital campaign is to continue the conversation of 

making the church buildings ADA Compliant (handicap 

accessible), but this is also a chance to discern if God is 

also calling us to pursue other ministry opportunities in 

conjunction of the ADA topic.   

Leadership 
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Journey in Faith 
Returns in May 

 

Wednesday, May 2nd 
 

Topic: 
 

MINISTRY: What Is It? 

Education and Formation 

 
 The Children will lead most of the service 

 A special interpretation of the Pentecost 

Story will be presented 

 A reception will follow the service 

 

 

Recognizing Our Acolytes 
 

At the February Christian Education 

meeting a suggestion was made, and 

approved by consensus to recognize the 

service of our acolyte youths by allowing 

them to choose an individual pendant to 

wear while serving.  These pendants, 

mostly crosses will be a perpetual 

reminder and keepsake for each acolyte.  

Father Allen was put in charge of finding 

a source for the pendants and placing the 

order.  Each acolyte has chosen a pendant 

from the Terra Sancta Guild catalog.  The 

hope is that they will arrive in time to be 

presented on Recognition Sunday. 



The United Thank    

Offering Ingathering 

will be The first two 

Sundays in May, 6th 

& 13th.   
 

This is our only UTO ingathering in 

2018. We will be collecting coins in     

November for EFHN 

 (Episcopal Fund For Human Need). 
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Precious Posies 
Baby Shower 

Outreach Distribution 

Schedule for May 
 

Family Matters, $1000. 
Posey County Young Life, $500. 
Posey  County Jail Ministry, $500. 
Posey County Humane Society, $425 

Reaching Out To Others 

May 
FOOD 

PANTRY 

ITEM  

 

Peanut Butter 
 

 

 

Place these items in the plastic 

tote in the Parish Hall.  

2018 Lenten Outreach 

Final Tally on 

We raised $1,424.45 
 

We rounded up to $1,500 and purchased 
3 sets of Farm Animals from World Vision.  

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to 
this year’s Lenten outreach project. 

A local family has completed their “sweat equity” 
towards a Habitat home.  The build is scheduled to start 
in July.  Father Allen would like St. John’s to consider 
helping out again in some way, either with building or 
feeding the workers. 
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Our Church & Community 

WHEN: Thursday, May 3rd AT Noon 

WHERE: on the Courthouse Lawn 
 

The Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association, 

under the leadership of Rev. Jamie 

Kent is planning to hold a prayer 

gathering on the courthouse lawn 

starting at Noon, May 3rd to recognize 

the National Day of Prayer. Along with 

Jamie, other local pastors plan to be 

present for the event, including Father 

Allen. The Mayor has been invited to 

join the prayer event with other local 

officials. 

In the event of rain;  

the concert will be held  

at  

Trinity United Church of Christ 

Mt. Vernon  
High School 

Baccalaureate 
Service 

Sunday, May 20th 
6:00 P.M. 

Sponsored by the  

Mt. Vernon Ministerial 

Association and the  

Mt. Vernon High 

School Fellowship of 

Christian Athletes. 



Mother’s Day 
Sunday, May 13th, 2018 
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 Honoring Our Mothers 
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 Reflections of Holy Week and Easter 
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 Reflections of Holy Week and Easter 
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Events & Celebrations 

May Events to 
Remember 

 

07 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry  

 volunteer day 

06 — First UTO Ingathering Sunday 

10 — Ascension Day 

12 — Mt. Vernon Relay For Life, River 
 Front, Noon to Midnight 

13 — Mother’s Day 

13 — Second UTO Ingathering Sunday 

15 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 
  meeting, 3:00 p.m. 

17 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

20 — Children’s Worship Service:  

  Recognition Sunday 

20 — Ministerial Association 
 Baccalaureate Service (6:00p.m.) 

21 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry  

  volunteer day 

27 — Memorial Weekend Sunday 

28 — Memorial Day Holiday:  

  Church Office Closed 

May Birthdays: 
 

19 — Ron Stover 
21 — Kathryn Taylor 
27 — Alice Morris 
 

May Anniversaries: 
 

21 —   Don & Breeze Sobek 
 

Did we list it wrong?; Is it missing?; let us know. 

PREPARATION 

1. Position a rack in the center of the oven and preheat to 

375°F. Lightly grease an 8-inch square pan. 

2. Sift the flour, cocoa, baking soda, and salt directly into the 

baking pan, then add the sugar. With your finger, poke 2 

small holes and 1 large one in the dry ingredients. Into one 

of the small holes pour the vanilla, into the other one the 

vinegar, and into the larger one the oil. 

3. Pour the water over all the ingredients and stir the 

ingredients together with a table fork. 

4. Bake for 35 to 40 minutes, or until the top is springy and a 

toothpick comes out dry. Cool the cake in the pan, then cut 

and serve it from the pan. 

5. Storage: Keep at room temperature, wrapped airtight, for 

up to 3 days; refrigerate after that. 
 

Level of difficulty* [easy enough for a novice to make] 

INGREDIENTS 

 1 1/2 cups (7 ounces) bleached all-purpose flour 

 1/4 cup (0.75 ounce) unsweetened, cocoa powder 

 1/2 teaspoon baking soda 

 1/2 teaspoon salt 

 1 cup (7.5 ounces) granulated 

sugar 

 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 

 1 tablespoon white or cider 

vinegar 

 6 tablespoons vegetable oil 

 1 cup water 

 Powdered sugar (optional as “frosting” when cake has 

cooled) 

WACKY CHOCOLATE CAKE 

Wacky Cake is said to have been created as the result of rationing during 
World War II, when milk and eggs were scarce. Active ingredients in wacky 
cake include flour, sugar, cocoa powder, baking soda, vegetable oil, white 

vinegar, salt and vanilla extract  

Mt. Vernon  

High School 

Graduation Day 

Friday, May 25th 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

Indiana 
Primary  
Election 
Day 
Tuesday, May 8th Monday 

May 28th 

Pray for all our military 

personnel and         

remember all those who have 

given their lives throughout 

our history to defend our 

freedom. 

Church Office Closed to observe the Holiday 


