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Your Brother in Christ, 

All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things wise and wonderful. The Lord God 

made them all. (1982 Hymnal, #405. Words: Cecil Frances Alexander , 1818-1895) 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     I’m writing this article in the middle of May and this is a combined June and July newsletter. So, what I am 

writing has a context of mid-spring, not the middle of summer.  The earth has come to life in southwest Indiana 

in a big way. We went from snow flurries in mid-April to 90+ degrees in mid-May.  Everything greened up 

overnight and God’s creatures got down to business procreating.  I go outside just about anywhere right now 

and close my eyes and listen.  The sound of baby birds in nests crying out for food dominates the air.  God       

creates ex nihilo “out of nothing”, but God’s creatures procreate. We take what God created, the basic elements 

of the universe, and use them to reproduce, or reshape the world.   

     Birds are not the only creatures that have been busy procreating.  I’m reminded of the scene from the Disney 

version of Bambi.  In the spring all of nature becomes “twitterpated”, as Friend Owl calls it.  Even Flower, the 

skunk, got into the act.  Did you notice all of the dead, roadkill skunks in late March and early April.  They have 

been migrating to find mates and aimlessly crossing roads to find them.  For several days, Lydia and I watched 

four rabbits (possibly one female and three males?) run amok throughout the neighborhood. We think the           

female (doe) built her nest and had her babies in the bushes across the street. We also think a second female 

went into season, because about two weeks later they were repeating the chaotic process. 

     At about the same time, I started hearing squirrels above my head in my church office. I have heard squirrels 

on the roof before, but this sound was different. It turned out that they had chewed a hole in the north side of the 

building and  were chasing each other in the attic above my office and above the sacristy.  I feared they would 

make their nest of babies up there. We called a trapper guy and he devised a way to get the squirrels out and 

block the entrance. The squirrels took insulation out of the attic to make a nest in the big tree in the prayer       

garden, so hopefully their babies are up there. 

     Now back to the birds. Lydia and I watched for many days as a pair of robins made a nest in the birch tree in 

our backyard.  We were fearful and anxious because the nest was built over a  broken, dead limb stuck in the 

fork of the tree. At least one baby robin survived and made it safely to the ground. We watched with rapped 

attention as the baby hopped around our brick patio cheeping loudly for the parents to bring it food.  While our 

attention was focused on the robins, a pair of grackles built a huge nest in our front rose bush. Five babies 

hatched, but as of this writing there are only two left.  This process of procreation and new life is not just a 

springtime event, but plays itself out all year round in one form or another, all around the world. I stand in awe 

and wonder at the power of our earth to continue this process to fulfill a telos, an ultimate purpose of God.           

I encourage everyone, as they are able, to get outside and take the time to  experience all things bright and  

beautiful, all creatures great and small, all things wise and wonderful, for the Lord God did make them all.  

Nature sings the Glory of God, even when we don’t. 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis; The          

Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
Fax #: (812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 
Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8 am — Noon 
Mrs. Robin Price, Secretary 
 
For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Home:  812-838-4406 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Sunday Morning Service 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist RITE II 
 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available at 9:45 a.m. 

Weekday Schedule  

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:15 a.m. 
Morning Prayer 

Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
May be sporadic during the summer 

Look us up on the web at www.mtvstjohns.org 
Also become our friend on Facebook: mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 
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Leadership 

 

Vestry Notes 
(Robin and I are wrapping up the newsletter, so instead of individual reports we are encapsulating 
and summarizing business before the vestry.) 
 
Credits and Debits 
Our Treasurer, Susan Harrison, gave the vestry a very short report: We are financially healthy and 
the bills are getting paid. Our overall portfolio is not where it was at the early part of the year  
(above $2 Mil), but it is bobbing up and down just below that mark. The most important report Susan 
provides every month is the “estimated annual income” on our investments. As long as that number 
stays above $90,000, she is happy. She reported it is currently estimated at $96K. 
The other measure of pride for our treasurer is how far into the year can she/we go without needing 
to dip into the Seibert Trust annual income to help pay bills.  Last year, it was early May before any 
money was transferred. This year it was late April.  We came close. 
 
The work on the new gutters is completed and paid off. However, it seems that with each 
maintenance or improvement project we undertake another one pops up. The new gutters did not 
come with extensions on the downspouts, and the old extensions don’t fit the new spouts. 
Apparently, you cannot fit a round spout into a square (extension) hole. This was deemed a 
landscaping issue and we have asked our garden ladies to advise us on what type of extensions 
would look best and function best. 
 
The vestry approved two projects for which we will be expending money this year.  We are 
contracting with Jon Parker to create a strip of gravel parking area in the east side of the lot across 
the street by the alley.  Vehicles have already been parking there in the grass. We might as well 
make it a proper parking space.  The second project is having TMI work with a metal fabricator to 
build and install a handrail to go with the recently poured concrete steps leading out of the sacristy 
door on the north side of the building. Both projects together are estimated at around $2,000. 
 
Building and Grounds 
The last two paragraphs have drifted into issues of building and grounds. After all, upkeep and 
improvements cost money. 
 
The Purple Garden Gang (Sue Webster and Karen Lawson), along with a few other helpers from 
time to time have been hard at work planning new flowers and cleaning up plants that did not survive 
the winter.  We have several sources of money for the church grounds and landscaping; garden and 
flowers, memorial funds, and lastly capital projects if needed. Two of the crape myrtles are 
struggling to survive. The gardeners have been given the go-ahead to replace them.  
 
The problem we are currently having with the church grounds is the aggressive and potentially 
dangerous (yellow) dog next door. She is the worst of two aggressive dogs of the FOUR owned by 
our neighbors.  This yellow dog is that same one that got loose and attacked Jill Gerton late last 
summer. Every time this dog sees someone in the back part of the prayer garden, she gets a 
running start and leaps at the chain link fence.  She has the build and strength to eventually get over 
that section of fence or break it down. We are currently pursuing two avenues to address the issue. 
City officials have been notified of our complaint; the Mayor and Animal Control. We are also looking 
into having a higher (privacy) fence installed to keep the dog from coming over. The fence will not 
solve the problem, but it will at least protect that vulnerable area of the gardens. This is a concern 
that need both practical and insightful thought, but also prayer. Gail Robb in her report address this 
issue further. 
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Leadership 
Words from Gail 
 

 thoughts about… “To Fence or Not to Fence” 

A fence serves to block a space, and also provides shelter and SAFETY, two important ways of protecting every 

person who walks by our church and steps through our doors.  We have, as Christians, a responsibility to help 

protect and nurture other people.  God has currently called upon us to make a decision regarding choosing an 

action with which to accomplish this call.   
 

Fencing will serve to accomplish this goal for Him.  We are not called to endanger the lives of 

people.  Jesus Taught us to “Feed My Lambs”....His children....We are His Presence in the world.   
 

The fence will also definitely restore the beauty and esthetic appearance of our precious and holy church, built so 

many years ago for worship and praise, fellowship and thanksgiving to our awesome God.  As we continue 

traditions, along with God’s love, peace, grace, and forgiveness in the world that He created and blesses, we, as 

St John’s Faith Family, join together with “gladness and singleness” of heart, sharing the Gospel and God’s 

richest blessings to all whom we are privileged to meet, whether family, friends, or strangers, that all may come 

to know our promise of eternal life through the shed blood of Jesus Christ, Lord of all.   

God bless all.    
GO IN PEACE, KEEP THE FAITH, SERVE THE LORD  

                     ✝ 

With God’s Peace and Love 

Gail Robb, Senior Warden  

Capital Campaign Update 
      

     The interview team has met with the two consultants that were recommended for us to 
assist the church through the process of a capital campaign.  From these interviews we 
feel we have a pretty clear choice. This choice is based on a gut feeling, a good first 
impression, and logistics. We do not yet have a cost of services from  either candidate. 
While I am talking about cost, let me remind our members that a big chunk of the cost of 
hiring a consultant will be paid through grants. Those who rely heavily on logic will ask 
the question, “why are we paying someone to come and help us figure out what we want 
and need, why don’t we just ask the congregation for free?”  The highlighted “we” in that 
question falls on my shoulders, and I WILL NOT take on the responsibility of being a 
facilitator. The hiring of a consultant is partly for my benefit to hear what you have to say 
about the mission and ministry of this church moving forward and partly to help us all to 
hear the spirit moving among us. 
     The two signs on the right are symbolic of the capital campaign process. The phrase, 
“if you choose not to decide, you still have made a choice” has many  origins, but gets to 
the heart of why we are proposing to conduct a capital campaign.  A capital campaign is 
broken up into three segments; (1)discernment, (2)feasibility, (3)implementation. In the 
beginning, the discernment process, we will be asking ourselves if handicap accessibility 
has enough energy to implement. And If not, where else is there energy for mission and 
ministry? In this first stage we must decide who we are and what is our true ministry in this place. Who or what is God 
calling us to be.? How we answer this question will determine what we consciously and symbolically put on the front 
yard sign. We also say we are a “welcoming church”, but if we consciously choose not to be completely welcoming of 
all people, then we must be able to state clearly to our community why we made this choice. That statement has to 
be boldly written on the front yard sign.  
     We neatly fit into one of two categories regarding a major capital campaign, (1) “We can’t, because”, or                   
(2) “we can, if”. We have the choice to do absolutely nothing at the end of the day, but that is an unhealthy path for 
any congregation to take. What I hope and pray will come out of this process is a renewed energy for mission and         
ministry in this place, and a clear direction from which to be your leader and spiritual guide. The plan is to begin late 
summer through the rest of the year, to work though the discernment phase and possibly the feasibility phase before 
our next parish annual meeting in January 2019. 
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Education and Formation 

Olivia Gerton and Brianna Edling along 
with first time campers Catie Claire and 
Vincent Bell will be visiting Waycross 
this summer. Patrick Gerton will be a 
camp counselor. We are glad and 
excited for those kids that make camp a 
part of their Christian formation. 

Our Summer 

Campers  

The Graduates 

Congratulations To: 
 
 

Catie Claire Bell and 
Brianna Edling — 
For their graduation from 
Elementary School. 
 
Olivia Gerton  and Parker Gross — 
for their graduation from  Junior High. 
 

Austin Colson — 
for completing his Associates Degree from  
Vincennes University in December. 
 

Congratulations to all our church family 
members who are celebrating a graduation 
with a loved one. Also, congratulations to 
our children of all ages growing a little older 
and moving up a level in school next fall. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
If you shop often on Amazon, that Waycross is 

one of the Charities you can choose to support?  

SALVATION THROUGH 

WISDOM 
The Wisdom Literature of the Bible 

Summer Bible Study 2018 
 

June 10th:  Introduction to Wisdom Literature as a  

Genre of Biblical Theology. 

Wisdom of Solomon 7:23-8:1 
 

June 17th: Allen Gone, No discussion. 
 

June 24th: Wisdom and Creation 

Proverbs 3:19-20; 8:22-31 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 1:1-10; 16:24—17:24 

Judith 16:13-16 

Job, Chapters 16:13-16 
 

July 1st: Fear of the Lord 

Proverbs 2; 3:1-12; 8:13; 14:26-27; 15:16 

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 1:11-30; 34:14-20 
 

July 8th: Social Justice 

Proverbs 14:31; 22:8-9, 22-23; 28:27; 31:8-9 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 4:1-10 

James 1:27; 5:1-5 
 

July 15th: The Wise and the Foolish 

Proverbs 18:2; 26:1-12 

Ecclesiastes 9:13—10:20 

Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-13 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 21:11-28; 22:9-18 
 

July 22nd: The Good Wife and the Bad Wife 

Proverbs 12:4; 31:10-31 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 26:1-27 
 

July 29th: Raising Godly Children 

Proverbs 4:1-9; 13:1, 24; 22:6; 29:17 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 22:3-6; 30:1-13; 42:9-14 
 

August 5th: Joy and Happiness 

Ecclesiastes 2:12-26; 9:1-12 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 14:20-27; 40:18-27 
 

August 12th: Friends and Associates 

Proverbs 18:24; 22:24-25 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 6:5-17; 9:10-16; 11:29-34; 13:1-24; 

37:1-6 
 

August 19th: The Sin of Pride 

Proverbs 8:13; 16:18; 29:23 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 10:12-18 

James 4:6 
 

August 26th: The Tongue 

Proverbs 6:1-19; 15:4, 7; 18:6-8; 26: 28—27:2 

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus): 20:1-8, 24-26; 23:12-15; 28:12-26 

James 3:1-12 
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Recognition Sunday 

RECOGNITION SUNDAY PAINTINGS WERE CREATED BY: 
 

WILLIAM GERTON – CREATION 
SAVANNAH WEATHERFORD – LOVE 
OLIVIA GERTON – PEACE 
HADLEY WEATHERFORD – GROW 
CATIE CLAIRE BELL – CROSS 
BRIANNA EDLING – BELIEVE 
VINCENT BELL – COMMUNION 
ETHAN GOAD – FAITH 
IMANI WEBSTER – PROMISE 
ROBERT HENRY BELL – FELLOWSHIP 
SLADE WEAVER – JESUS LOVES THE LITTLE CHILDREN 
VINCENT BELL & IMANI WEBSTER – HOLY SPIRIT 
NEVAEH CHESHIRE– FOLLOW 
RACHEL PRICE – LIGHT AND PRAISE 
ASHLEE MAURER – FORGIVENESS 
BAILEY WEAVER – BAPTISM AND LIGHT 
LEXI WATTS – JESUS AND ALLELUIA 
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 Recognition Sunday 



Outreach Tithe Recipients  
June 

River Bend Food Pantry, $750. 

Children’s Learning Center, $500. 

Posey Humane Society, $425. 

Posey County Pound Puppies, $500. 
 

July 

YWCA Domestic Violence Center, $500. 

Posey County Rehabilitation, $500. 

Willowtree, $1000. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

God Doesn’t Take  
a Summer Vacation 
Summer Pledges and Statements 
 

“Like a Good Shepherd, Jesus is there!”   
(Sung to the State Farm Insurance jingle.)          

Wherever you might go on summer vacation, the 
Lord is with you. For those of you that made an 
annual pledge, please don’t forgot to keep “on 
track” through the summer months.  If you will 
miss church on Sunday because of being out of 
town; you can mail or drop your check by the 
church. Giving statements will be sent out for the  
second quarter at the beginning of July. Watch for 
these in the mail.  If you have any questions, 
please call Robin or stop by the church office. 

Outreach 

“Thank You”s 
To my Generous and Loving Church Family, 

Thanks so very much for all the wonderful donations I 
found piled up on top of the Precious Posies table and 
under it!  You have always been so supportive of this 

Extension Homemakers Community Project.  Members on 
the Move (my Homemakers Club) and I are most 

appreciative of your generosity.  I will share, also, that the 
ladies who come to Precious Posies to redeem their 
coupons for these items never fail to express their 

appreciation as well. 
Thanks, Church Family! 

Diane Stover and Members on the Move 
 

 

 

June FOOD  

PANTRY  
 

Hamburger Helper 
 
 
 

July FOOD  

PANTRY  

   
Breakfast Items 

 

 
 
 

 

The Food Pantry needs  Hamburger 

Helper or breakfast items during 

the summer months. 
 

Place them in the plastic tote in the  

Parish Hall.  

 

 Thank You  
 to the Choir of  St. John’s  

for another great year of  Musical 
accompaniment! 
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Our Diocese 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Prayer For the General Convention 
Almighty and everliving God, source of all 
wisdom andunderstanding, be present with 
those who take counsel at the 79th General 
Convention of The Episcopal Church for the 
renewal and mission of your Church. 
Teach us in all things to seek first your honor 
and glory. Guide us to perceive what is right, 
and grant us both the courage to pursue it and 
the grace to accomplish it; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  Amen. 
 
For the Unity of the Church 
O God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our 
only Savior, the Prince of Peace: Give us grace 
seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are 
in by our unhappy divisions; take away 
all hatred and prejudice, and whatever else may 
hinder us from godly union and concord; that, 
as there is but one Body and one Spirit, one 
hope of our calling, one Lord, one Faith, one 
Baptism, one God and Father of us all, so we 
may be all 
of one heart and of one soul, united in one holy 
bond of truth and peace, of faith and charity, 
and may with one mind and one mouth glorify 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

For the Mission of the Church 
Almighty God, you sent your Son Jesus Christ 
to reconcile the world to yourself: We praise 
and bless you for those whom you have sent in 
the power of the Spirit to preach the Gospel to 
all nations. We thank you that in all parts of the 
earth a community of love has been gathered 
together by their prayers and labors, and that in 
every place your servants call upon your Name; 
for the kingdom and the power and the glory are 
yours for ever.  Amen. 
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Church and Community 

2018 St. John’s Pool Party 
We are planning to return to the 

Western Hills Country Club  

on August 4th for our annual pool party. 
A sign up sheet and more details will follow in early July.  

Mark your calendars: 
River Days Festival 

September 7th—9th 
St. John’s Sweet Shop continues to be a great success and we 

will be repeating it again this year.  We will be selling cotton 

candy, fudge, Episcopade, and (weather permitting) hot 

chocolate.  We are planning on having our booth open on 

Sunday this year. A planning meeting will be held in early 

August to prepare for this year’s special River Day’s event. 

 

Our first Journey to Adulthood (J2A) 
group chose Memphis, Tennessee as 
their Pilgrimage Destination, in June 
2013. 
This June our second J2A group, 
chaperoned by Father Allen and Beth 
Dingman will be headed to 
Philadephia with various stops along 
the way.  The group will be joining up 
with the Akins for the tour of Philly. 
Two full days will be spent in Philly 
seeing historic and religious sites.  
Other stops include: Hershey 
Chocolate Factory, a Harrisburg 
Park, and Jungle Jims in Cincinnati.  
The trip is June 16th through 23rd.  
 
Please pray for our traveling group. 
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Events & Celebrations 

June Events: 
03 — Feast of St. John’s Sunday 

04 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

14 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

17 — Father’s Day 
18 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

June Birthdays: 
10 — Bruce Dingman 

12 — Earl Harlow 

15 — Virginia Jeffries 

16 — Austin Colson 

28 — Yvonne Boyer 

30 — Rosemary Harlow 

 

June Anniversaries: 
06 —  Tim & Kim Steele 

06 —  Ron & Diane Stover 

08 —  Jeff & Susie Colson 

14 —  Bruce & Elizabeth Dingman 

21 —  Earl & Rosemary Harlow 

25 —  Allen & Lydia Rutherford 

 

July Birthdays: 
01 — Ryan Akins 

02 — Steve Burris 

04 — Doris Gerton 

09 — Diane Hancock 

10 — Rachel Price 

17 — Larry Horton 

18 — Dana Taylor 

21 —Vincent Bell 

25 — John Seyffarth 

 

July Anniversaries: 
15— Shawn & Robin Price 

29 — John & Jill Gerton 
 

 

Did we list it wrong?; 

Is your date missing?; 

July Events:  

02 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 —  Independence Day, Church office closed 

15-21— Posey County 4H Fair 
16 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 
 

Remember  

Sunday church service  

is at 10:00 A.M. all summer long. 

If you followed Wally on Facebook and enjoyed his trek 
through St. John’s to find Baby Jesus, you can read it again!!! 

44 color filled pages of Wally the Wayward Camel’s adventure 
is available for purchase. Each book is $20.00. Please contact 
the church to get your copy today! Also,  Less than 200 days 
until Christmas, a nice little addition to fulfill your nice list!!! 
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Honoring Our Fathers 
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


