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St. John’s 

 
 
 
 

Allen+ 

“Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word, and I shall be healed.” 
 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ,     

     The official start of summer is not until Friday, June 21st at approximately 10:54 A.M. Central 
Time. However, most people around here consider Memorial Day Weekend the unofficial start of   
summer.  As a young child in school, summer began when the last bell rang on the last day of school. 
For young Allen, summer meant more time playing and exploring in the outdoors. Seldom did I wear 
shoes, preferring to feel the earth and grass between my toes.  The longer summer days meant that I had 
more time to get sweaty and dirty. I’m sure I was a sight to behold. Darkly tanned, stinky, and covered 
in perpetual dirt and grime. I remember the constant refrain of my mother when it was time to eat, 
“wash your hands before you eat.” I’m sure I needed to hear that more during the summer, than at other 
times of the year, because of the reasons just mentioned.  My parents kept a bar of Fels-Naptha soap in 
the bathroom just for my benefit.  That stuff would cut through the toughest dirt I could cake into my 
hands and arms, and take off some of my skin as well. 
     So, I had clean hands before I sat down to eat. What about the heart? Do we have to have a clean 
heart to eat? What kind of soap is recommended to wash the grime of sin from our hearts. One of the 
liturgical phrases I committed to memory growing up in the Roman Catholic Church is one the         
congregation would say just before filing up to the front to receive Communion, “Lord, I am not worthy 
to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.”  This phrase is loosely based on the      
healing of the Centurion's servant in Matthew 8:8; the Centurion says to Jesus; “I am not worthy to 
have you come under my roof; but only say the word, and my servant will be healed.”  Sometimes, I 
still say that Catholic phrase under my breath before I receive Communion.  It reminds me that it is only 
through the grace of God in the paschal mystery of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, that I am 
worthy to partake in the holy elements of Jesus body and blood. 
     I realize that, theologically, I don’t have to say this phrase before I take Communion.  None of us do, 
if we have participated in the entire service on Holy Eucharist leading up to the administration of the 
Communion elements. For you see, the entire Eucharist service is designed to reconcile ourselves to 
God and each other prior to receiving Communion.  We are made clean on the inside. Our hearts are 
washed and ready to receive with joy the holy meal. 
     At the beginning of the service we pray the Collect for Purity. “Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts  
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit.” Through hearing God’s Word, we are reminded of God’s         
instruction and grace in the Old Testament; instructions to the Church in the Epistles; and the teachings 
and acts of mercy given to us by Jesus in the Gospels. We confess our faith in the Nicene Creed. We 
pray for our own selves and others through the Prayers of the People. We confess our sins and ask for 
repentance of heart, and are absolved of our sins. Then to top it all off, we exchange peace with one  
another. A simple handshake, maybe a hug, or loved ones might exchange a quick kiss of peace.  Then, 
in the words of the Institution of the Lord’s Supper, we are again reminded why this meal is set apart,  
so sacred. It was given to us by Christ Jesus to remind us that he gave his body and shed his blood on 
the cross, so that all our sins might be forgiven. After the priest or bishop asks the Holy Spirit to        
sanctify the elements, he or she asks the Spirit to, “sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this 
holy sacrament.”  
     Like in the movie, The Christmas Story, when Ralphie sits with a bar of soap in his mouth for saying 
a bad word, I too as a young child, remember the taste of soap in my mouth for a similar offense.   
However, no amount of soap can cleanse our hearts to prepare us for Holy Communion. All we need do 
is participate in the worship of Holy Eucharist,  and when presented with the Communion elements, 
“take them in remembrance that Christ died for us, and feed on him in our hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving.” Have a blessed and safe summer! 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
Fax #: (812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 
Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8 am — Noon 
Mrs. Robin Price, Secretary 
 
For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Home:  812-838-4406 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Sunday Morning Service 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist RITE II 
 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available at 9:45 a.m. 

Weekday Schedule  

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:15 a.m. 
Morning Prayer 

Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
May be sporadic during the summer 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Kim Steele, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Sue Webster, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

A member of The Confluence Neighborhood of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and 

Welcome 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems 
of injustice  

 Provide resources for lay leaders 
and clergy for the Church of 
today and tomorrow. 
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Leadership 

THE LONGEST SIXTEEN MINUTES 
 

On Thursday, May 23rd, the property adjacent to the church went up for sale at a Sheriff’s Sale (auction). As was earlier reported, 
we discovered in mid-March that the property was going up for Sale in May. The list price at that time from the mortgage 
institution, Quicken Loans (bank), also known as the “Plaintiff” was $149,207.65. This is the amount that Quicken needed to clear 
their books of the property without taking a loss.  Since this was a foreclosure sale, this amount was considered the “judgment” 
against the previous owner.  If the owner could somehow come up with this amount, the owner could buy back the property.  This 
wasn’t going to happen. The other scenario that most often happens at these sales is that the bank keeps the bid at the high 
price and buys it back.  Then, at a future time, they sell the property, most often at a loss.  Also, there is the possibility that a third 
party could come in and purchase the property. Whatever price the bank set, the next highest bid need only be one dollar ($1) 
over that amount…..unless there is an actual live auction with bidding. 
St. John’s was given the services of a real estate lawyer who was working on our behalf as an intermediary between St. John’s 
and the law firm representing Quicken Loans in this case. Our lawyer had contacted their lawyer early on to let them know our 
interest in the property.  We don’t know exactly how much influence that had on the final outcome of the sale. I believe it 
enhanced our chances. Contact was made again with the bank’s lawyer on May 13th to find out if they had settled on a bid price.  
No response was received.  Finally, two days before the sale, May 21st, we received news that Quicken was planning to bid 
approximately $55,000.  All of this was kept under wraps. The Vestry did not even know. The Vestry, at the May 16th meeting, 
had given me, and a select group, the authority to bid as close to the $100,000 mark as possible during the Sale. 
On May 23rd, our lawyer, along with Larry Horton and I, were at the Sheriff’s Office waiting to find out at exactly 1:00 P.M. what 
Quicken Loans was actually going to bid. Their bid was $55,500.00. We did the usual thing and bid one dollar more, $55,501.00.  
Then the wait began. From 1:00 P.M. until 1:15 P.M. the bids for all properties at the Sale were available to see on-line. Anyone, 
from anywhere, could place a counter-bid. We had plenty of room to bid between our bid price and our $100,000 benchmark. I 
was nervous from a standpoint of not knowing what an outside buyer might do.  It seemed like a long wait. The clock ticked 
slightly past 1:15 P.M. by my watch and the on-line bidding was closed. Then, it was announced that verbal bidding was open to 
anyone in the Sheriff’s Office. There were several people present for the sale, but it did not appear that anyone was there with 
interest in the Mulberry Street property. The sweetest words I heard that afternoon were “going once, going twice, sold!” Never in 
my wildest dreams did I think St. John’s could acquire the property for that low a price. 

We should have a deed in about a month. At some point, we get the wonderful opportunity (sarcasm) to actually get into the 
house and find out what shape the house is in and how much trash was left by the previous renters. We can also start discerning 
what our short-term and long-term goals for the property will be.  
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Leadership 

OUR LAME PRIEST 
Father Allen had surgery on Friday, 

May 17th to have a troublesome cyst 

removed from his left big toe. He 

has a lame foot to go with his lame 

jokes. 

Of course he just had to have the 

surgery right before the Capital 

Campaign and Graduation Celebration 

Sunday held on May 19th. Father 

Allen has been terrible at 

following doctor's orders, and has 

been labeled by his RN wife 

(Lydia) and all the other nurses in 

the congregation as a "non-

compliant patient." In all 

seriousness, he wanted to get the 

surgery over and done and be healed 

in order to comfortably attend the 

College of Congregational 

Development in Seattle in mid-June. 

 Capital Campaign Update 
During Celebration Sunday, May 19th, the children and teens brought in helium filled balloons in the shape of numbers. They were 

scrambled at first, but when they were unscrambled, the figure announced was $178,950. It was also announced that we received 

over $20,000 in initial contributions. Those figures have grown. As of the publishing of this newsletter, we have:  

PLEDGES -- $190,750.00 

CONTRIBUTIONS -- $36,063.89 

If you recall, we were told by our consultants that they/we had received $161,000 in verbal pledges during the early December 

feasibility interviews.  We greatly surpassed that goal.  We stretched our pledge goal to $200,000. We have not yet hit that mark, but 

we still have a few members and households that verbally agreed to pledge that have not yet turned in a pledge card. We would like 

to get all our pledges in as soon as possible.  Also, our capital campaign spans the next three years. It may be that actual 

contributions by the end of the campaign will surpass the pledged amount. 

Thank You to everyone who turned in a pledge.  Thank You to everyone who gave a one-time contribution toward the campaign.  

Thank You to everyone who participated in the first two phases of the campaign, the discernment meetings and then the feasibility 

study. Thank You to everyone who offered their support for the success of the campaign through prayer. Thank You to everyone 

who worked on the Campaign Team and/or on the various subcommittees. Thank You to Bob Webster for keep the Team motivated 

and on task. Thank You to Sue Webster for loaning us Bob for his services.  Thank You to every person involved with the ministry 

of this congregation. 

The Campaign is not over. As stated, it is a three-year process. The Financial Commitment Committee will be keeping track of 

contributions over the next three years. The Campaign Projects Committee will continue to work toward completing the project tasks 

that we defined through our discernment process and our Case For Support. 

AROUND THE GROUNDS 
The Purple Garden Gang has been dodging rain showers to 
maintain the flower gardens around the church and in our lot. The 
rains have created some awesome displays of various blooms, but 
the rain has also brought forth a prolific crop of weeds.  There have 
been a few random shoots of Poison Ivy and Poison Oak among 
the flower beds, so if you are highly allergic, admire the flowers 
from the walkways and the grassy areas. 
The Gang has also been plotting and planning about what to do 
with the grounds around the house next door, in the event that we 
would acquire it in the Sheriff’s Sale. Now that we know we own the 
property, Karen and Sue have been heard planning ahead. We are 
contacting a landscaping company to come and eliminate the 
various tree saplings and shrubs that have taken over the property. 
It doesn’t take much to see that it has become a jungle over there. 
Brian Nichols finally got a contractor to come to the church, crawl 
down into the basement below the sacristy and assess what needs 
to be done to fix our slightly sagging and creaking floor. We are still 
awaiting an estimate for the repair.  There is no immediate danger 
with this problem, but it does need to be reinforced for longevity. 
The air conditioner for the sanctuary was discovered to be non-
functioning on Saturday morning, May 25th. A technician was called 
that same day, but we were told it could not be fixed before the next 
day’s Sunday service. It was too hot in the sanctuary to hold the 
service, so the service was held in the somewhat cooler parish hall. 
A technician returned the next week and determined that the 
system was very low on refrigerant. The refrigerant was refilled, but 
apparently there is a leak. We are receiving an estimate on 
replacing the air conditioning system for the sanctuary. The 
sanctuary furnace was replaced in the fall of 2017. 
The wooden front yard sign is looking shabbier and shabbier. The 
Vestry looked into costs to replace the sign with a metal or plastic 
sign, but our options were limited. We may just have to bite the 
bullet and have the current wooden sign repainted by Tri-State 
Painting. 

If you see any maintenance issues, please contact Brian Nichols or 
Father Allen. 



S
er

v
in

g 
C

hr
is

t 
th

ro
u

g
h…

 
Education and Formation 

Olivia Gerton, Brianna Edling, Catie 
Claire and Vincent Bell will be visiting 
Waycross this summer.  We are glad and 
excited for those kids that make camp a 
part of their Christian formation. 

Our Summer 

Campers  

The Graduates 

Congratulations To: 
 
 

Imani Webster — 
for her graduation from  
Kindergarten at Farmersville 
School. 
 
William Gerton and Rachel Price — 
for their graduation from  Mt. Vernon High 
School. 
 

Sara Goad — for earning her Masters of 
Public Administration Degree from USI. 
 
 

Congratulations to all our church family 
members who are celebrating a graduation 
with a loved one. Also, congratulations to 
our children of all ages growing a little older 
and moving up a level in school next fall. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
If you shop often on Amazon, that Waycross is 

one of the Charities you can choose to support?  

Coming Education Programs this Fall 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 

The Book of Revelation 

Susan Gooden will facilitate a discussion on this New 

Testament book, but NOT from the standpoint of End Time. 

The group WILL NOT be predicting when the world will end 

and Jesus will be coming back. Instead, the study will focus 

on what various authors have to say about what this book of 

the Bible has to teach congregations about how to live into 

active ministry. 

 

Youth Group 

Journey to Adulthood (J2A) 

Lydia’s class are moved into their new version of the old 

youth group room. They have completed the two-year Rite 13 

segment of the program. They will be starting the second two

-year phase of the program called J2A. Lydia will also begin 

some preliminary discussions about where Hadley 

Weatherford, Brianna Edling, and Catie Claire Bell would 

like to go during their pilgrimage trip in the summer of 2021. 

 

Kindergarten through 5th Grade 

Godly Play 

Father Allen is a certified Godly Play instructor. Godly Play 

is a Montessori-based Christian Education program first 

developed by Episcopal Priest, Rev. Jerome W. Berryman 

and his disciple, Sonja M. Stewart. At the core of Godly Play 

is telling Bible stories and teaching about the Church through 

a tactile, hands-on method. Father Allen has used this method 

in the past during summer vacation Bible schools. This past 

Sunday School year, he used the method of storytelling in his 

classroom.  This will be the first time that he had used the 

program in its entirety for a full school year. 

 

Journey in Faith (JIF) 

Father Allen will kick start a new season of monthly topical 

discussions. He already has two topics reading to go; “Jesus 

in a Meme World”, and back by popular demand an all new 

“Bible Trivia Night.”  Father Allen is always open to 

suggestions for topics to discuss during his JIF sessions. 

 

College of Congregational Development (CCD) 

The week-long conference Father Allen will be attending in 

June will not just be for his own educational benefit.  As the 

name implies, he will be learning contemporary methods of 

congregational development. The expectation is that Father 

Allen will return from Seattle and begin explain the program 

and getting the congregation involved in implementing the 

program. How this teaching will take place is yet to be 

determined. 
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Recognition Sunday & Baccalaureate 
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 Capital Campaign Grand Finale 



Outreach Tithe Recipients  
June 

River Bend Food Pantry, $750. 

Willowtree, $500. 

YWCA Domestic Violence Center, $500. 

Gilda’s Club, $500. 
 

July 

Posey Humane Society, $750. 

Posey County Young Life, $500. 

Posey County Health Department Health Nurse, $500. 

Big Brothers/Big Sisters, $500.00 
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Reaching Out To Others 

God Doesn’t Take  
a Summer Vacation 
Summer Pledges and Statements 
 

“Like a Good Shepherd, Jesus is there!”   
(Sung to the State Farm Insurance jingle.)          

Wherever you might go on summer vacation, the 
Lord is with you. For those of you that made an 
annual pledge, please don’t forgot to keep “on 
track” through the summer months.  If you will 
miss church on Sunday because of being out of 
town; you can mail or drop your check by the 
church. Giving statements will be sent out for the  
second quarter at the beginning of July. Watch for 
these in the mail.  If you have any questions, 
please call Robin or stop by the church office. 

 

June FOOD  

PANTRY  
 

Hamburger Helper 
 
 
 

July FOOD  

PANTRY  

   
Breakfast Items 

 

 
 
 

 

The Food Pantry needs  Hamburger 

Helper or breakfast items during 

the summer months. 
 

Place them in the plastic tote in the  

Parish Hall.  

 

 Thank You  
 to the Choir of  St. John’s  

for another great year of  Musical 
accompaniment! 

Outreach 

“Thank You”s 

HELP WANTED 
Cloverleaf Food Box Delivery 

For over a year, member of St. John’s in teams if two 

have been delivering boxes of food on a monthly basis 

to residents of Cloverleaf Apartments. Up to nine 

“residents” receive food from River Bend Food Pantry, 

who might not have the ability to get to the Pantry to 

pick up food. There are currently six people on the 

delivery schedule. Another fourth team (pair) is 

needed. This would mean that a team would only be 

scheduled to deliver three times a year. Emergency, on-

call volunteers are especially needed to fill in the event 

that members of the other team(s) are not able to make 

their regularly scheduled delivery.  Contact Susan 

Gooden for more details on the program or to 

volunteer. A sign-up sheet will also be posted in the 

parish hall.  
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Ecumenical Worship 

Joint Communion Service with Sacred Harmony ministering through song.   
Churches in attendance: St. John’s Episcopal Church, Trinity United Church of Christ, First Presbyterian Church and 
others. 
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Church and Community 

2019 St. John’s Pool Party 
We are planning to return to the 

Western Hills Country Club  

on July 27th for our annual pool party. 
A sign up sheet and more details will follow in early July.  

Mark your calendars: 
River Days Festival 

September 6th—8th 
St. John’s Sweet Shop continues to be a great success and we 

will be repeating it again this year.  We will be selling cotton 

candy, fudge, Episcopade, and (weather permitting) hot 

chocolate.  We are planning on having our booth open on 

Sunday this year. A planning meeting will be held in early 

August to prepare for this year’s special River Day’s event. 
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Events & Celebrations 

June Events: 
02 — Feast of St. John’s Sunday 

03 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

27— Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

June Birthdays: 
10 — Bruce Dingman 

12 — Earl Harlow 

16 — Austin Colson 

30 — Rosemary Harlow 

 

June Anniversaries: 
06 —  Tim & Kim Steele 

06 —  Ron & Diane Stover 

08 —  Jeff & Susie Colson 

14 —  Bruce & Elizabeth Dingman 

21 —  Earl & Rosemary Harlow 

25 —  Allen & Lydia Rutherford 

 

July Birthdays: 
01 — Ryan Akins 

02 — Steve Burris 

04 — Doris Gerton 

09 — Diane Hancock 

10 — Rachel Price 

17 — Larry Horton 

18 — Dana Taylor 

21 — Vincent Bell 

25 — John Seyffarth 

 

July Anniversaries: 
15— Shawn & Robin Price 

29 — John & Jill Gerton 
 

 

Did we list it wrong?; 

Is your date missing?; 

let us know. 

July Events:  

01 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 —  Independence Day, Church office closed 

14-20— Posey County 4H Fair 
15 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 
 

Remember  

Sunday church service  

is at 10:00 A.M. all summer long. 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


