
St. John’s 
The monthly newsletter of St. John’s Episcopal Church, Mt. Vernon         January, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfect-
er of our faith (Hebrews 12:1b-2).” In January 2019, I joined a group within our diocese to run and 
walk 2,019 miles during the course of the year. I managed to run and walk over 1,200 miles as part 
of a five person team, and our team surpassed the 2,019 mile goal in mid-December. It was a person-
al struggle to run and walk as many miles as possible. Training to run a full marathon in March and a 
half marathon in April helped in logging a large quantity of miles, then my foot surgery in mid-May 
slowed my progress. I had hopes to log 2,019 miles on my own, but that was a lofty goal, since I 
would have needed to log at average of at least 5.5 miles a day. The secondary goal, which was more 
realistic, was to persistently log my mileage every day in 2019. I fell behind on several occasions, but 
always managed to go back and track my mileage using the Apple Health pedometer built into my cell 
phone. I am starting my own team for 2020. Run and walking 2,020 miles in 2020 is still probably not 
a realistic goal, but I now have a benchmark and I hope to best my mileage from 2019.  
“Run to win (1 Corinthians 9:24).”  
 
 
 
 

DO YOU REMEMBER THE 

Y2K SCARE? 
 

The computer in the main church office 

is being replaced. It is old, slow, and 

can no longer support our vital finan-

cial software. I have jokingly said, "it 

is so slow that Robin can hit the power 

button, make a pot of coffee, watch it 

brew, pour a cup of coffee, and maybe by 

the time she returned to her desk, it would be ready to 

log-in." Thinking about this new computer and also the 

possibility that I may have to update the software on my 

own office computer has brought back memories of the Y2K 

scare. Twenty years ago, in December of 2000, I was still working at Flack Design, 

Inc. in Indianapolis. I was the IT computer guy for the company and had spent the 

last ten years keeping the office computers up and running. So, it was my responsi-

bility to make sure that all the precautionary measures and software updated were 

in place when the clock struck Midnight on January 1st, 2000. 

In a nutshell, the majority of personal computers were built with an internal clock 

that only identified the year with the last two digits, which made 1999 look like 

"99", so what would happen to those computers when they rolled over to "00". Would 

the computers think it was 1900, and thus create major system failures? This was 

labeled the "Millennium Bug" and the "Y2K Problem". This was not just a concern for 

home computers and small business computers, but local utility companies and bank-

ing system computers were still using these outdated operating systems. A global 

meltdown was predicted; a computer-driven apocalypse. Not to mention, those people 

that believed that Jesus was coming back when the clock struck Midnight! So, what 

happened at 12:01 on January 1st, 2000. Absolutely nothing. Even computers that 

never received a "bug fix" kept functioning normally, like nothing ever happened. 



Serving Christ In The Community For over 160 Years 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
FAX: (812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Mrs. Robin Price 
Monday through Friday 
8:00a.m. to Noon 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A  
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study, Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-5th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the Eucha-
rist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance Avail-
able 
 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday 8:30a.m. 
 

Wednesday Morning Schedule:   
9:15 a.m.-10:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study 

Look us up on  
the web at  
www.mtvstjohns.org 
 
 
 

Also become our friend  
on Facebook: 
StJohns Church  
 or    
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Kim Steele, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Sue Webster, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

A member of The Confluence Neighborhood of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The  Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 
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Leadership 

2020 Parish Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 26th 

 

The meeting follows the worship service.  A sign-up 
sheet is posted in the parish hall for attendance and 
food:  The meat is provided.  All parishioners are  
encouraged to attend. 
 

All Vestry Wardens and Ministry Leaders are required to 
submit a brief written report prior to the annual meeting. 
All reports are due by the end of the day, Thursday,  
January 23rd, so all reports can be collated and copied 
for the meeting.  Please e-mail or provide hard copies to 
Robin at the church. 

VESTRY NOMINATIONS  
 
As was reported in the December 2019 parish  
newsletter, we will be electing two new vestry  
members in 2020. If you have not served on vestry  
recently, please consider volunteering now!  
St. John’s needs you. It is a good way to be involved 
with parish activities,  and is one way to serve 
Christ. Please see Father Allen, Beth Dingman or 
Bill Gooden, for further information or if you want 
to serve.  

The “Card of Shame”: as pictured below is merely 
a Pledge Card on bright orange paper, so not to be 
easily overlooked. These are in no way made public 
and only to remind the procrastinators of  St. John’s 
of something important that they need to do. 

Finance Committee Chairperson Needed!! 
 

Our Finance Committee Chair, Bob Webster, keeps 
reminding Father Allen "I'm not getting any younger." 
Bob has asked if there is anyone in the parish that 
would be willing to work with him on the Finance 
Committee with the intention of eventually taking 
over the Chair position. If you feel qualified for the 
position, please talk to Bob or Father Allen. 

Christian Education 
Meeting   

February 9th 
Following the morning service 

Worship Committee  
 Meeting 

Wednesday, January 15th, 
6:00PM 

Finance Committee  
 Meeting 

Friday, January 24th, 
10:00AM at 

Old National Bank 

Outreach Committee  
 Meeting 

Sunday, January 12th 
 
At the annual meeting we will need to sort out 
who will be the delegates and alternates for the 
2020 Diocesan Convention. Alternates fill in as 
delegates if needed for 2020, but they can also 
automatically become delegates in 2020. 
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In 2019 the Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association offered a robust and diverse group of wor-
ship services for the community to attend. The two most common services from year to 
year are the noonday Good Friday Service in the spring and the evening Thanksgiving 
Service in the fall. Last year a new series of services were offered called the ―Fifth Sunday 

Rally.‖ Every month of the year with a fifth Sunday a special worship service was held in the evening. These 
Rally services will continue. The four months with fifth Sundays are March, May, August, and November. Ex-
cept for March, these are different months than 2019. Sacred Harmony has already been booked to return to 
Mt. Vernon the first Sunday in May, and a tent service will be held. There was some discussion about holding 
it in a different location than in the lot across the street from St. John’s.  
The last new service offered in 2019 was the ―Pulpit Exchange.‖ Unfortunately, only St. John’s and Trinity 
U.C.C. participated in the pastor switch, but the hope is that with a group of new pastors starting in Mt. Vernon 
that more congregations will join in the exchange. There are currently about 6 to 8 churches and pastors active-
ly participating in the Association. It is a joy to celebrate worship to God in different congregational settings, 
and it is also a joy when St. john’s has the opportunity to host one of these community worship events. 

Our Church & Community 

THANK YOUTHANK YOU  
To Karen Lawson and To Karen Lawson and   
Sue WebsterSue Webster  
(the Purple Garden Gang) (the Purple Garden Gang) 
for for   
creatively decorating the creatively decorating the 
church grounds with church grounds with 
greenery and Advent greenery and Advent 
Blue Flowers.Blue Flowers.  

Advent and Christmas 2018 Wally the Way-
ward Camel made a well publicized journey 
around St. John’s to arrive at the Creche just 
in time for Epiphany. Wally took a more direct 
route in 2019.  Beginning in Advent 202, Wally 
will make a much longer journey to St. John’s 
via many landmarks around Mt. Vernon. 
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Education and Formation 

THREE  
KINGS  
PARTY  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5TH 
 

 Three Kings Bread 

 Goodies placed in children’s     
empty shoes 

 A piñata for the children to break 

Journey in Faith 
Wednesday, Januuary 8th 

 

The Wednesday morning Women’s Bible 
Study group held their third annual  

Christmas brunch on December 17th.  
All of St. John’s Congregation were also  

invited to partake of the array of delicious 
food and drink.  

Ash Wednesday is not until February 26th, but  
Father Allen is already working on a program for 
this year's Lenten Program. He is using the study 
time to fulfill the required second project for the 
College of Congregational Development (CCD).  
One of the ministry models taught at the CCD is 
"Sources of Transformation". It is an inventory and 
diagnostic tool that can be used to analyze, discern 
and discuss a congregation's core ministries. The 
goal of the Lenten Study and Program are to identify 
those ministries were we are the strongest, and 
those ministries that need possible intervention. 
This will be a Bible-based study.  
We will explore how the ministries listed in the 
Sources of Transformation connect with what Jesus 
taught and practiced in his earthly life among us. 

The Journey in Faith group will 
hold its study on  

Wednesday evening, 
 January 8th  

beginning at 6:00 p.m.  
with a light supper.   

 

A sign up sheet is posted on the  
bulletin board in the parish hall. 

“Go and Learn What This 
Means;  

I Desire Mercy Not Sacrifice.” 
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 The Grinch Switch 

A “bazillion” thanks to our children, 
their parents, teachers, directors, art-
ists and musicians for another out-

standing Christmas Pageant.   

Thank you to everyone 
who helped green the 
church and purchased 

poinsettias. 
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Connecting Kids to God 

 In Father Allen’s story telling of St. Nicholas, 
Jersey, Colbi and Liberty Buchanan were 

identified as the three daughters who were 
sequentially of marriage-eligible age. And 

Robert Henry Bell was an eligible bachelor. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

January 

FOOD PANTRY  

Jams and Jelly 
The Food Pantry needs as-

sorted varieties of jams 

and jelly, any brand.  

Place them in  

the plastic tote in the  

Parish Hall.  

HOW MANY WERE HELPED 
BY THE  

RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY 
FUND?  

From January through December 2019,  

188 families were helped through the Rector’s 

Discretionary Fund.  $19,568.58 was the total 

amount spent helping those families. 

Thank you to everyone 

who took tags off of the 

Christmas chain and 

bought presents for the 

Posey County Christmas 

Assistance Program. 

May 9th, Noon to Midnight at the Mt. Vernon River Front.  

St. John’s has no plans at this time to organize a parish 

team. We encourage members to join and support other 

teams. Stay involved. 

ADDRESSING HOMELESSNESS AND OPIOIDS 
 

Every community has specific and unique issues they face.  However, two issues that many communities are currently 
trying to address are homelessness and Opioid addiction. In Mt. Vernon, these two issues are addressed separately, but 
with an understanding that both issues can sometimes be linked together. 
 

Drug-Free Coalition 
The Drug-Free Coalition meets the first Monday of every month. Local law enforcement is a member of the coalition, as 
are a number of local social service agencies. The Coalition is funded through the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute. The 
funding requires a community needs survey. The survey will be completing by June, 2020. All are welcome to attend the 
meetings which are held in the meeting room of the police department at Noon. 

PATH 
PATH stands for Posey Awareness Toward Humanity. Local leaders, including members of local government, local so-
cial service agencies, and law enforcement representatives have been meeting somewhat regularly in 2019 to discuss 
homelessness in our county. At the outset of these PATH meetings, there was a denial and some misconceptions of the 
homeless issue in our area. We don’t have tent cities like we see in the national news from large downtown metropolitan 
areas. St. John’s knows that homelessness exists in our community because homeless people sleep in the church from 
time to time. If you would like to know more about the work of PATH their next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, Jan-
uary 9th at 6:00 P.M. at First Christian Church, 1403 Country Club Road. Like the Drug-Free Coalition, PATH is current-
ly working on a survey to collect data on homelessness in our community.  
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Our Church & Community 

TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
 

"Twas the night before Christmas and all through the house, not a 
creature was stirring, not even a mouse." Or, at least we hope there 
are no mice still left in the house! As reported last month, the house 
next door is relatively quiet. A lot of hard work was done throughout the 
late summer and early fall to get the house ready for winter.  
Even the plumbing and new toilet in the garage were winterized.  

The Capital Campaign Projects Committee will meet sometime before 
the spring thaw to discuss the next steps in rehabilitating the house, or  
possibly planning on building the utility building across the street  
sometime next year.  

St. John’s hosted a Merry Market on  
Saturday, December 7th in connection with 
Christmas on Main Street.  Thanks to the 
generous bakers of St. John’s, the J2A 
Youth were able to raise $185.00 from the 
snacks and goodies alone!! Another $90.00 
was given by the Vendors that set up in the 
parish hall for a total of $275.00.  

Invitation 
Save the Date 

Saturday, February 22nd 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Members of St. John’s will be hosting a      
three-stop progressive dinner in Mt. 

Vernon. 
 

Appetizers  * Main Course  *  Dessert 
 

Babysitting service is being arranged  
for parents with young children. 

Clergy Appreciation 

Month(S) 
 

Clergy Appreciation usually takes 

place in October.  

This year we needed a little more 

time to get just the right gift.   

Looks like we did a good job.   

He likes it, he really likes it  

(and so does Lydia)!!   

What else do you get  

that they don’t  

already have,  customized  

bobble-heads of course! 
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Events & Celebrations 

January Birthdays: 
01 — Breeze Sobek 
05 — Lydia Rutherford 
09 — Jill Gerton 
11 — Olivia Gerton 
17 — Kim Steele 
20 — Paul Maurer 
21 — Sue Webster 
 

 

January Anniversaries: 
 None 
 

If we missed your day or listed it  
incorrectly let us know so we can  
update our files. January Dates  

to Remember 
01 — New Years’ Day, Church office closed. 

05 — Three Kings Party after Holy Eucharist 
 service during coffee hour; Children 
 process  magi and camels to the Crèche  

05 — All Sunday school classes resume 

06 —  St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

08 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

08 — JIF Journey in Faith, 6:00 p.m. 

12 —  Outreach Committee meeting after     
 service 

15 —  Worship Committee meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

16 — Vestry meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

20 — Martin Luther King Jr. Day observed 

20 —  St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

21 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 
 meeting, 2:30 p.m.  

22 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting 

23 — All leadership & committee reports for 
 the annual meeting are due to Robin. 

24 — Finance Committee meeting, Friday 
 January 24, 2020 at ONB Mt. Vernon 
 at 10:30a.m.. 
26 — Parish Annual Meeting 

 

 

7 Lucky Foods to Eat on New Year's Day 

1. Black-Eyed Peas, Greens, and Corn-
bread. Luck factor: Even folks who aren't from the 
Southern United States go all in on eating black-eyed peas 
and leafy greens for good luck on New Year's Day. Add a 
slice of cornbread, and you've got "peas for pennies, greens 
for dollars, and cornbread for gold."  

2. Pork. Luck factor: Pork for progress! Pigs root 
around with their snouts moving in a forward motion, which 
is why many cultures around the world eat pork on New 
Year's Day to symbolize progress for the coming year.  

3. Grapes. Luck factor: In Spain and Mexico, eating 
12 grapes at midnight as the clock strikes once for each 
hour will bring you luck for the 12 months ahead. (It's not as 
easy as it sounds.)  

4. Pomegranates. Luck factor: Seeds have always 
been associated with fertility. In Greece, they hurl whole 
pomegranates to the floor to release a flood of seeds that 
symbolize life and abundance.  

5. Fish. Luck factor: So many fish in the sea. Maybe 
that's why they symbolized abundance in the new year 
around the world: Asian cultures feast on whole fish to cele-
brate Lunar New year, while on the other side of the globe, 
Europeans eat cod, herring, and carp. And while you don't 
eat the silvery scales, they do stand for coinage and plenty of 
it.  

6. Noodles and Rice. Luck factor: Noodles, espe-
cially extra-long noodles, are thought to bring long life if 
you eat them without breaking them in the middle. Rice is 
all about fertility and wealth.  

7. Cakes. Luck factor: Ring-shaped cakes and other 
rounded sweet treats bring a full circle of luck to the eater. 
In some traditions, a coin is baked inside to bring an extra 
serving of luck to the one who finds it.  

Some people say you should hang the horse-
shoe with the ends - the 
heels - pointing up so the 
good luck it brings won't 
drain out. 

Others say the heels 
should be pointing down 
so the good luck falls on 
anybody passing through the doorway. 



More 2020 Events & Celebrations 
Mark these dates on your new 2020 calendar 

Many listed events are tentative; please  
continue to check the events listed in each 
month’s  newsletter, the Sunday bulletins, 

or our church website.  
www.mtvstjohns.org 

February 2020 
01 — Vestry Retreat Day, Parish Hall,            
 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

02 — Ground Hog Day 

02 — The Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 in the temple 

03 —  St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

03 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting 

05 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

05 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

09 —  Christian Education Committee meeting  

14 — Valentine’s Day 

17 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

17 — Presidents’ Day 

18 —  MVMA meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

19 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting 

22 — Progressive Dinner, 6:00 p.m. 

25 — Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Sausage  

 Supper,  6:00 p.m. 

26 — MVMA Ashes to Go: (Ash Wednesday)  

06 — Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 p.m. 

29 — LEAP DAY 

29 — Vestry Leadership Resource Day, Waycross  
 

March 2020 
01 — First Sunday of Lent (Penitential Order) 

02 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

04 — First Wednesday Night Lenten Soup          
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

08 — Daylight Savings Time begins 

09 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting 

11 — Second Wednesday Night Lenten Soup 
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

16 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

16 –18 Spring Clergy Conference at Waycross 

17 — St. Patrick’s Day 

17 —  MVMA meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

18 — Third Wednesday Night Lenten Soup       
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

19 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00p.m. 

22 — Rose Sunday (Anglican Mothers’ Sunday) 

23–27 — Mt. Vernon School District Spring Break 

25 — Fourth Wednesday Night Lenten Soup 
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

29 — Fifth Sunday of Lent: Service of Healing 

29 — MVMA Fifth Sunday Worship Service, 
 6:00p.m., location TBD 

30 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

 

April 2020 

01 — April Fool’s Day 

01 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

01 — Last Wednesday Night Lenten Soup      
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

05 — Palm Sunday, Procession of Palms and        
 Passion Gospel Reading  

06 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting 

09 — Maundy Thursday, Agape Meal at 6:00 p.m.  
 Holy Eucharist at 7:00 p.m. with Stripping 
 of the Altar at Reserve  Sacrament Altar 

10 — Ministerial Association Community           
 Good Friday Service, 12:00 p.m. 

10 —  St. John’s Good Friday Service, 6:00pm      
 Way of the Cross and Holy Eucharist 

11 —  Easter Vigil Service, 7:00pm; End of  Lent 
 pitch-in reception after the service 

12 —  Easter Morning Service, 10:00 a.m. 

15 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

16 — Vestry meeting, 6:00 p.m.  

19 — Precious Posies Baby Shower, first                     
 collection Sunday 

20 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

21 —  MVMA meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

22 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting 

26— Precious Posies Baby Shower, second                    
 collection Sunday 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


