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Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ     
 
Phase II —The Feasibility Study 
     I want to thank everyone who took the time to have a one-on-one confidential interview with our consultants,     
Michael Erwin and Bob Coons from Church Campaign Services. The thrust of these interviews was to discuss 
whether the congregation is supportive of the three primary objectives that came out of the congregational            
discernment process; making the church buildings handicap accessible, buying the house to our north, and building 
a utility building (electric and water access) on the south side lot. Each project had a cost associated with it.  These 
were ballpark figures. The cost estimates we received for handicap accessibility are now nearly two years old. I am 
in the process of having it re-estimated. I met with Phoenix Construction about the utility building, but we did not 
have the final estimate when the interviews were completed. We have two options to consider on the utility  building 
that will effect the cost; Do we want it to just be a secure location for utility hook-ups, or do we want it to include a 
handicap accessible bathroom? Finally, there was a cost figure for a down payment on the house.  I think the       
most important question that was asked by the consultants was “should St. John’s move forward with a capital      
campaign?”  This was basically a “Yes” or “No” question.  
     I and the Capital Campaign Team have no idea what was said in these interviews.  Michael and Bob have been 
spending the remainder of December creating a report from their findings. The Team and I have a date set to meet 
with the consultants in early January. We will be presented with the report. When we first met with them back in July, 
we had planned for this report to be ready to present to the congregation at the parish annual meeting in January. 
We will have some sort of announcement to make of the findings to the congregation at that time. Hopefully, it is 
good news and there is support for some, or all, of the three projects on the list. 
     Michael and Bob were very tight lipped about what was said in the interviews. However, they did openly discuss 
their impressions of the interview process at St. John’s.  Michael stated that of all of the churches for which he had 
done these types of interviews, St. John’s had the largest percentage of members participating. Both Michael and 
Bob were also both impressed at how “informed” the members were about the stated goals of the church. They       
had allotted up to an hour for each interview expecting that they would have to spend considerable time going      
over the goals in detail and getting feedback on each.  It was apparent to them that you had paid attention in the 
congregational meetings, you had read the “Proposed Case For Support” pages, and knew how you felt about the 
projects and the overall process. One of our main objectives has been to ensure in as many ways as possible that 
every member of the congregation was completely informed of what we were doing and no one could say they did 
not get a chance to be heard. Long story, short, you have made a positive impression on Michael and Bob. 
 

The Front Burner List 
     I have not forgotten about the projects and ministries that are on the “Front Burner” list. The Vestry and I will be 
meeting for our annual retreat day on Saturday, February 2nd. Normally, during the retreat, I ask the vestry to       
brainstorm a “wish list” of ministry and project ideas for St. John’s. The Front Burner list already takes care of that 
work. What we will need to do as a Vestry is go over that list and prioritize a timeline for accomplishing these goals 
for the parish. They will not all get accomplished overnight. The items on the very first Wish List created in 2006  
took nearly five years to complete. We will be looking at that length of time for some of these smaller projects. 
     2019 is shaping up to be a very busy year at St. John’s. My prayer is that we continue to move forward with      
listening to the voice and guidance of the Holy Spirit as we faithfully serve Christ in our community. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Allen+ 

“No one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, 

the skins will burst and spoil the wine; but new wine is 

put into new wineskins and so both are preserved.” 



Serving Christ In The Community For over 160 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis; The          

Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Mrs. Robin Price 
Monday through Friday 
8:00a.m. to Noon 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Home:  812-838-4406 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A  
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-5th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 
 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday 8:30a.m. 
 

Wednesday Morning Schedule:   
9:00-10:00a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 

Look us up on  
the web at  
www.mtvstjohns.org 
 
 
 

Also become our friend  
on Facebook: 
StJohns Church  
 or    
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and 

Welcome 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems 
of injustice  

 Provide resources for lay leaders 
and clergy for the Church of 
today and tomorrow. 
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Leadership 

2019 Parish Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 27th 

 

The meeting follows the worship service.  A sign-up sheet is 
posted in the parish hall for attendance and food:  The meat 
is provided.  All parishioners are encouraged to attend. 
 

All Vestry Wardens and Ministry Leaders are    required to 
submit a brief written report prior to the annual meeting. All 
reports are due by the end of the day, Thursday, January 
24th, so all reports can be collated and copied for the 
meeting.  Please e-mail or provide hard copies to Robin at the 
church. 

VESTRY NOMINATIONS  
As was reported in the December 2018 parish 
newsletter, we will be electing two new vestry 
members in 2019. If you have not served on vestry 
recently, please consider volunteering now! St. 
John’s needs you. It is a good way to be involved 
with parish activities,  and is one way to serve Christ. 
Please see Father Allen, Rosemary Harlow or Gail 
Robb, for further information or if you want to serve.  

Vestry Notes 
     Building and Grounds: We have had perpetual problems with 
one of the front lawn spot lights. It kept blowing light bulbs. Then, 
the light fixture itself broke off from the conduit buried in the 
ground. Two different electrical companies were called in and 
neither company fixed the problem completely. Neither of them 
bothered to dig up the conduit and fix it so it would stay attached 
to the ground. 
     The front yard sign also needs to be repainted. About five 
years ago, we called the golf sign company that built it, and they 
came, took the sign back to their shop and repainted it. We are 
looking into seeing of Gottman’s in Mt. Vernon can replicate the 
same sign in metal. We may go that route instead of having the 
current wooden sign repainted. 
     Wells Construction has sold their residential construction 
business to Phoenix Construction. The estimate for handicap 
accessibility is two years old. We do not yet know if the 
congregation is completely supportive of this project, but we are 
having Phoenix rebid the project. We are also getting estimates 
from them for proposed utility building on our south lot. There will 
be at least two different estimates for the building, one with a 
bathroom and one without. 
     Leadership: Father Allen has not yet chosen a Senior Warden 
to replace Gail Robb, whose term on Vestry is expiring. Everyone 
has the leadership ability to be Senior Warden, but it must a 
prayerful selection. As Father Allen always says, “the Senior 
Warden’s responsibilities is relatively easy as long as he remains 
healthy and safe; if he gets hit by a bus crossing 6th Street, then 
the Senior Warden takes on a huge responsibility to lead the 
church.” 
     Our Treasurer and Parish Administrator (Susan and Robin) are 
working on a preliminary draft of the 2019 budget. They can 
estimate income, but the job is easier when they have actual 
pledge cards. We set a deadline of December 31st, but the budget 
is not final until approved at the annual meeting. Even then, 
anyone can submit a completed pledge card at any time of the 
year. 
     There are a couple of budget items that Father Allen has 
specifically asked to be put into the 2019 budget and has been 
approved by the Vestry. $1,000 is being designated to contribute 
to the May 5th ecumenical tent service that will be held on our 
south lot. $2,000 is being put into Father Allen’s continuing 
education fund and will be used to pay for a week-long program 
called the College of Congregational Development held each June 
in Seattle, Washington. This is a two year program, so Allen will 
be going in 2019 and 2020. 
     We have discussed writing a grant from the local Women’s 
Fund to help us pay for an AED, Automated External Defibrillator. 
The grant application is available in January and ends in late 
February. Even if we do not get a grant, we may look to purchase 
one in 2019. 
     The vestry also discussed researching various ways to provide 
a measure of security for Robin Price when she is working alone 
at the church. There are a number of new wireless door bells and 
security systems on the market today from which to choose. 
     Beginning in January, a local 4H group will be meeting at St. 
John’s twice a month, typically on Monday and Tuesday evenings 
in the parish hall. We are glad that we can let a community group 
use our facilities. Please contact Robin if you are thinking of using 
the parish hall on a weeknight, to avoid any conflict with this new 
group, or any group scheduled to use our church. 

TREASURER NOTES 
Happy New Year to everyone!  2019 at St. John’s should be an 
exciting year.  I hope you have all marked January 27th on your 
calendars (see box above). After we have totally blown our New Year 
diet by chowing down on what is ALWAYS an outstanding pitch-in 
lunch, we will get to hear the final report of the “discernment” phase 
of our Capital Campaign from the professional consultants. Then we 
will all need to determine “where we go from here”.  FYI: we were 
able to discover a few weeks ago that the house to the north of the 
church, the mortgage company filed an official “notice of foreclosure” 
with the county. 
     My church business priority for the first few days of 2019 will be 
finalizing the new budget for operations of the church.  I hope all of 
you have taken a little time to decide how best your family can make 
that tithe to St.John’s. This is how each of you can contribute to 
running the church itself and to supporting our community outreach. If 
you have not turned in your 2019 pledge card yet — we really need 
those in ASAP. If you lost your card — we have some near the front 
door of the sanctuary in the church and also in the office.  Thank you 
ALL for your continued dedication to the missions of this small but 
mighty parish!  Speaking of mission — the Outreach Committee will 
be having their planning meeting right after the new year.  If you 
would like to work with us — any member is more than welcomed to 
join in! If you have an idea or information about a worthy organization 
that could use our help, please pass this info on to Fr..Allen so they 
can be considered as we make the decisions about how to best 
distribute our funds during the coming year. This CHURCH is YOU! 
      I hope all of you had a blessed Christmas & only the BEST in 
2019.  Thanks be to God’s for all the gifts and talents he bestows on 
this church family. Take time each day to thank Him for all He does 
for us. And most of all, for sending His Son, Jesus, into our world, 
without spot or stain, that through Him we may have eternal life. 

Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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 Worship 
Well Done, Good and Faithful Servant! 

This is the fourteenth Advent Season that Father Allen has been Rector of St. 

John's. That first Advent Season in 2005, he opened a box with a brand new Christ 

candle for the advent wreath. The Christ candle only gets burned during the Christmas 

Season, but thirteen years of Christmases, the candle burned down to a point that it 

was time to retire it. A new Christ candle was purchased for this year. Hopefully will 

burn as long, as faithfully, and as brightly as the old candle. 

The Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association is proposing a new worship and fellowship program in 2019. On the months of the 

year with a fifth Sunday, they will be hosting an evening worship service. The details are still being discussed. The service 

would rotate among those churches willing to participate. The host church will provide the music and a reception after the 

service, but a pastor from another church will preach, often called a “pulpit exchange”.  The first of these services will be 

held on Sunday, March 31st. Keep an eye out for more details in upcoming newsletters. 

Reminder of Joint Service in May 
Also remember as you are marking events on your 2019 calendars, that St. John’s will be partnering with Trinity U.C.C. 

and other area churches to host a special community service on Sunday, May 5th. The music for this service will be 

provided by Sacred Harmony, a gospel group who performed at the River Front last year. This service will be held under 

a tent in our south lot. It will take the place of our normal Sunday service. 

A Measurement of Time 
 
After eight years of worship and 
prayer, another Register of Services 
has been filled. A new Register will 
be started this January. This is the 
second Register filled by Father 
Allen during his tenure as Rector of 
St. John’s. 
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Education and Formation 

Worship Committee  
 Meeting 

Wednesday, January 16th, 6:00PM 

THREE  
KINGS  
PARTY  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6TH 
 

 Three Kings Bread 

 Goodies placed in children’s     
empty shoes 

 A piñata for the children to break 

Christian Education 
Meeting   

February 3rd 
Following the morning service 

There will be no 
Journey in Faith 

In January 
 

JIF will resume on 

Wednesday, February 6th 

The Wednesday morning Women’s Bible Study 

group held their second annual Christmas 

brunch on December 19th. Father Allen and 

Robin were also invited to partake of the array 

of delicious food and drink.  

 

It seems a little early to be 

talking about Lent, especially 

since it starts late this year.  

However, Father Allen is 

reviewing two different 

studies on the Parables of Jesus. 
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 ‘Twas the Night Before Christ’s Birth 

A “bazillion” thanks to our children, 
their parents, teachers, directors, 
artists and musicians for another 
outstanding Christmas Pageant.   

Thank you to 
everyone who helped 
green the church and 

purchased 
poinsettias. 
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Connecting Kids to God 

 In Father Allen’s story telling of 
St. Nicholas, Savannah, Hadley, 
and Catie Claire were identified 

as the three daughters who were 
sequentially of marriage-eligible 

age.  
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Reaching Out To Others 

January 

FOOD PANTRY  

Jams and Jelly 
The Food Pantry needs 

assorted varieties of jams 

and jelly, any brand.  

Place them in  

the plastic tote in the  

Parish Hall.  

The Outreach Committee will be meeting  
on Sunday, January 14th to discuss our  
annual tithe budget and  
recipients for 2019.  
 

If you would like to know how and where 
the money will be spent, please attend the 
meeting. 

HOW MANY WERE HELPED BY THE 
RECTOR’S DISCRETIONARY FUND?  

From January through December 2018,  

194 families were helped through the Rector’s 

Discretionary Fund.  $15,669.93 was the total 

amount spent helping those families. 

Thank you to everyone 

who took tags off of the 

Christmas chain and 

bought presents for the 

Posey County Christmas 

Assistance Program. 

May 11th, Noon to Midnight at the Mt. Vernon River Front. 

St. John’s has no plans at this time to organize a parish 

team. We encourage members to join and support other 

teams. Stay involved. 

Outreach Committee Meeting 

River Bend Food Pantry 
Increasing Numbers, Increasing Need 
 

2010 was the last full year that the Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association Food Pantry (now River Bend Food Pantry) operated 
out of the basement of First Presbyterian Church. In 2011 the pantry’s operations were moved to the newly opened 
Hedges Central Community Center. During the many years that the pantry was in the church basement, the number of 
people they served continued to rise from year to year. After the move to Hedges, the number of people who were served 
increased even further. The number of people served in 2010 was 4,985. By the time the pantry was settled in their new 
Hedges home in 2012, the number was up to 7,876; a 57.9% increase. The decision was made to seek assistance from 
Tri-State Food Bank. By partnering with Tri-State, the River Bend Food Pantry could buy food for pennies on the dollar. 
Also through Tri-State, the Pantry had access to grants to fund various feeding programs, like the summer kid’s backpack 
feeding program. The number of people served began to plateau, or rise at a much slower rate. With the help of Tri-State 
Food Bank, the Pantry was on a firm foundation and running relatively smooth. The final numbers are not in for 2018 as 
this article is being written, but the Food Pantry is on pace to set a new record high for people served. It is predicted that 
the Pantry will serve 8,248 people in 2018. At the same time, the quantity and types of foods that are available from Tri-
State Food Bank have shrunk. Also, Tri-State has put the Pantry on notice that some of the grant money they have relied 
upon for specific and essential feeding programs is being cut. One program in danger of these cuts is the summer kid’s 
program. When the Outreach Committee of St. John’s meets in mid-January, we will address this issue. By trimming 
funding a little from other programs, we can find $3,000 to assist with this much needed children’s feeding program. I 
would also like to see a renewed emphasis on St. John’s donating food throughout the year to the Pantry.  Each month we 
are assigned a specific food item to donate, but we are not stuck with that item.  Every food item is essential to the Pantry. 
How hard is it to buy one or two extra cans of green beans, corn, or soup? Everything is needed. Nothing goes to waste. 
The numbers are increasing, but we can help meet that need. – Father Allen+ 
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Our Church & Community 

Invitation 
Save the Date 

Saturday, March 2nd 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

Members of St. John’s will be hosting a      
three-stop progressive dinner in Mt. 

Vernon. 
 

Appetizers  * Main Course  *  Dessert 
 

Babysitting service is being arranged  
for parents with young children. 

Some 

members of 

St. John’s at 

the  

Kiwanis 

Gift Wrapping 

Decorations:  

Not just for the walls and 

doors.  Karen and Sue 

show us how to accessorize 

your holiday outfits with 

green! 
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Events & Celebrations 

January Birthdays: 
01 — Breeze Sobek 

05 — Lydia Rutherford 

09 — Jill Gerton 

11 — Olivia Gerton 

17 — Kim Steele 

20 — Paul Maurer 

21 — Sue Webster 
 

 

January Anniversaries: 
 None 
 

If we missed your day or listed it  

incorrectly let us know so we can  

update our files. 

 

January Dates  
to Remember 
01 — New Years’ Day, No service this year  

02 — Father Allen is back to work after 
 Christmas Vacation. 

02 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — The Feast Day of The Epiphany: Three 
 Kings Party after Holy Eucharist service 
 during coffee hour; Children Process 
 magi to the Crèche  

06 — Adult Bible Study, Rite 13, and         

 Father Allen’s class all resume 

07 —  St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

07 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

09 —  Capital Campaign Team meet with        
 consultants, Parish Hall, 5:00 p.m. 

13 —  Outreach Committee meeting after     
 service 

15 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 
 meeting, 2:30 p.m.  

16 —  Worship Committee meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

17 — Vestry meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

18 — Finance Committee Meeting, 10:30a.m., 
 Old National Bank 

21 — Martin Luther King Jr. Day observed 

21 —  St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

22—  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

24 — All leadership & committee reports for 
 the annual meeting are due to Robin. 

27 — Parish Annual Meeting 

Post-Christmas Gift Returns 
 

The parents began to assemble the 
special Christmas gift they had for 
their children.   They had ordered a 
kit for a tree house and received the 
plans for it.    
 

However, the materials they received 
were for a sailboat.  They wrote the 
company to complain.   
 

The company's reply:   
"While we regret the inconvenience this mistake must have 
cause you, it is nothing compared to that of the man who is 
out on a lake somewhere trying to sail your tree house."   
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 More 2019 Events & Celebrations 
Mark these dates on your new 2019 calendar 

Many listed events are tentative; please  

continue to check the events listed in each 

month’s  newsletter, the Sunday bulletins, 

or our church website.  

www.mtvstjohns.org 

February 2019 
02 — Ground Hog Day 

02 — Vestry Retreat Day, Parish Hall,            
 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

03 —  Christian Education Committee meeting 
 after service 

04 —  St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

06 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

14 — Valentine’s Day 

18 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

18 — Presidents’ Day 

19 — MVMA  meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

19 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 
 

March 2019 
02 — Progressive Dinner, 6:00 p.m. 

04 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

05 — Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Sausage  

 Supper,  6:00 p.m. 

06 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — MVMA Ashes to Go: (Ash Wednesday)  

06 — Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 p.m. 

10 — Daylight Savings Time begins 

10 — First Sunday of Lent (The Great Litany) 

13 — First Wednesday Night Lenten Soup          
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

17 — St. Patrick’s Day 

18 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

19 —  MVMA meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

19 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

20 — Second Wednesday Night Lenten Soup 
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

21 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00p.m. 

27 — Third Wednesday Night Lenten Soup       
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

25–29 — Mt. Vernon School District Spring 
 Break 

25 –29 Spring Clergy Conference at Waycross 

31 — Rose Sunday (Anglican Mothers’  

 Sunday) 

31 — MVMA Fifth Sunday Worship Service, 
 6:00p.m., location TBD 

April 2019 

01 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

01 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

02 — April Fool’s Day 

03 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

03 — Fourth Wednesday Night Lenten Soup 
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

07 — Fifth Sunday of Lent: Service of Healing 

10 — Last Wednesday Night Lenten Soup 
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

14 — Palm Sunday, Procession of Palms and        
 Passion Gospel Reading  

15 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

16 —  MVMA meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

16 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

18 — Maundy Thursday, Agape Meal at      
 6:00 p.m.  Holy Eucharist at 7:00 p.m. 
 with Stripping of the Altar at Reserve 
 Sacrament Altar 

19 — Ministerial Association Community           
 Good Friday Service, 12:00 p.m. 

19 —  St. John’s Good Friday Service, 6:00pm      
 Way of the Cross and Holy Eucharist 

20 —  Easter Vigil Service, 7:00pm; End of 
 Lent pitch-in reception after the service 

21 —  Easter Morning Service, 10:00 a.m. 

25 — Vestry meeting, 6:00 p.m.  

21 — Precious Posies Baby Shower, first                     
 collection Sunday 

28— Precious Posies Baby Shower, second                    
 collection Sunday 

28 — Bishop Jennifer’s parish visitation to St. 
 John’s; Confirmations, Baptisms 

29 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


