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St. John’s 

Allen+ 

     The date was May 2nd, 1952.  Something was wrong with the newborn boy. He was underweight and struggling 
to breath. His head was somewhat proportionally bigger than his body; not by much, but noticeably different. He 
lacked the ability to suckle a breast or bottle. The family doctor that delivered the unhealthy baby told the parents 
that the odds were against the boy surviving the next few days. Rather than give up on the firstborn baby boy, the 
depression-era mother and grandparents were determined that the child would live. Twenty-four hour constant care 
was given to the child until it developed the strength to take a bottle. The little boy continued to lag behind in normal 
childhood development. The family doctor informed the family that their son was mentally retarded. The severity of 
his mental retardation was yet to be determined. That baby boy beat the odds and survived to the age of 59, and 
lived a somewhat semi-independent productive life. It would not be until the late 1980s, that the mother of the boy 
was diagnosed with Myatonic Muscular Dystrophy, and then it became obvious that she had passed the genetic 
defect on to her firstborn son. That boy was my oldest brother, Roy Rutherford. 
 
 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ     
 

     I want to do something a little out of the ordinary for my monthly newsletter article and give a special “shout out” 
to two local social service agencies. Those two agencies are the Easter Seals Posey County Rehabilitation Center, 
and Posey County Special Olympics. When my next oldest brother, Ray, graduated from high school in 1972 and  
eventually moved out to live his own independent life, Roy started to feel the urge and desire to live a similar life. 
To say that Roy was stubborn as a mule is being nice. Despite his disabilities, he was never going to take “No” for 
an answer. Thanks to the help of an organization in Shelbyville, IN called SHARES, Roy was able to work a paying 
job. SHARES functions similarly to the Posey County Rehabilitation Center. Local industries provide tedious      
piece-meal work to these organizations to allow the handicapped to earn money. Roy did everything from tear 
down corrugated boxes, sort car parts, pack parts in boxes, etc. SHARES went beyond providing Roy a job. They 
provided group socialization. Roy was able to take a number of group trips, even trips out of state. However, Roy 
refused to fly in an airplane, so he missed out on some of the more extravagant trips. SHARES taught Roy how to 
pay bills, budget his money, and even helped him get a driver’s license. Roy still needed some help and guidance 
from his siblings. My sister, Sheryll, started checking up on Roy; then the responsibility fell to me; then eventually 
Ray took over assisting with Roy’s care. I am thankful that our community has a similar organization in the Posey 
County Rehabilitation Center that can help those in our county that are like Roy. 
     SHARES was also in partnership with Special Olympics in Shelbyville. I grew up in a very athletic family. Our 
father was an avid bowler, and organized and played softball. We kids were encouraged to play organized sports 
as our abilities allowed. We also lived in a small enough community that had a lot of unorganized sports.  We had 
our own version of “The Sandlot.” Hardly a day went by, when the weather was nice, that a game of some sort was 
being organized in a vacant lot or on the local school grounds. Roy participated in a number of these pick-up 
games. He might have got stuck out in the outfield most of the time where the ball was seldom to be hit, but he  
always was allowed to play. Thus, Roy jumped at the opportunity to participate in Special Olympics.  I remember 
going to watch several basketball games in which Roy played. The games resembled rugby scrums instead of   
synchronized basketball playing. Roy still had fun. Roy participated in track and field events as a part of Special 
Olympics. It was not uncommon in rural, small town life for most kids to have a nickname.  Roy’s nickname was 
“Speedy”, and it wasn’t because he was fast! Despite not being fleet footed, Roy enjoyed track and field events. 
Roy’s ultimate sports passion was bowling. SHARES/Special Olympics has a bowling team. The team traveled to a 
number of other towns to bowl in Special Olympic tournaments. Ray, still has all of Roy’s trophies and medals from 
all of his sporting events. Many of these medals were not just “participation” medals, but Roy was pretty darn good 
at some sports and “placed” in some events. 
     There are a number of people in our county and city that support and participate in Special Olympics. The 
Weatherfords and Buchanans in their support of Special Olympics have brought up fond memories of my brother 
and how local agencies helped him live a life of respect and dignity. Thank you to everyone that supports Easter 
Seals and Special Olympics. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Weekday Services during Lent 
 

Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Thursday, 

8:30a.m. 

Friday morning Eucharist, 8:30a.m. 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Supper & 

Study 
 

6:00p.m. in the parish hall 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
FAX: (812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Mrs. Robin Price 
Monday through Friday 
8:00a.m. to Noon 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A Youth Group 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-4th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the Eucha-
rist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 
 

Weekday Service Schedule  Until Lent 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday 8:30a.m. 
Wednesday Morning Schedule:   
9:15 a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 

 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and Wel-

come 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems 
of injustice  

 Provide resources for lay leaders 
and clergy for the Church of to-
day and tomorrow. 



Leadership 

Parish Annual Meeting Highlights 

ELECTIONS & 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
 
 

Outgoing Vestry  
Members: 
Elizabeth Dingman and William Gooden 
were officially recognized for their  
three-year service on the vestry.   

 

Elected Members: 
Bruce Dingman 
Susie Colson 
 

(three year terms) 
 
 
 

Diocesan Convention: 
 

Delegates  Alternates 
 

Beth Dingman  Kim Steele 

Diane Hancock  Gail Robb 

Appointment of Wardens, Treasurer & Vestry Clerk 
 

Senior Warden 
Kim Steele accepted Father Allen’s request to serve a second year as Senior Warden 
for 2020. 
 

Junior Warden 
At the February Retreat, the Vestry re-elected Brian Nichols as the Junior Warden for 
2020. 
 

Vestry Clerk 
Also at the Retreat, Sue Webster  was re-elected to be the clerk of the vestry. 
 

Treasurer/Finance Committee 
Susan Harrison has agreed to continue as the church’s treasurer.  Bob Webster will 
continue to be involved as the Finance Committee Chairman.   
 
Thank you to every one of our ministry Chairs and those who volunteer their time to 
serve Christ in and through His Church. 

NEW COMPOSITION OF 

VESTRY & TENURE 
 

Brian Nichols   2021 

Kim Steele    2021 

Larry Horton   2021 

Tammy Weatherford  2022 

Sue Webster   2022 

Bruce Dingman   2023 

Susie Colson   2023 

Check out the leaders page  
on our website at 

www.mtvstjohns.org/leaders 

and Ministries page at 
www.mtvstjohns.org/ministries 
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A NEW SUNDAY MORNING POLICY 
 

An extensive discussion was held at this year’s vestry retreat about 

how the Sunday morning offering is counted, audited. A new audit 

sheet is being created to reflect all of our current giving,      

including the capital campaign pledge contributions, and all of our 

known special offerings throughout the year. The biggest change you 

will notice is that a new policy is being implemented. During the 

period of time that the money is being counted, the doors to the 

church  office will be locked. Vestry members commented that there 

is too much traffic flowing in and out of the office during the   

audit and it is a distraction. We want to create an atmosphere   

during the counting that allows the auditors the ability to get it 

right. This may be an inconvenience for a while until we all get 

used to the new policy, but it is being implemented for the greater 

good of the parish. 

AN UNPLEASANT SURPRISE 
 

After the gas and electric utilities were turned back on to the house next door, the church took on the new Vectren 
bill. The house is a separate bill from the church building. We had been paying between $70 and $90 per month 
for utility usable next door. However, when we received our most recent Vectren bill for the house the total due 
was $533. Upon inspection of the bill the gas portion was normal, but the electrical usage was astronomical.  
This was not possible. Customer Service was called. They admitted that they had “estimated” usage, and had not   
actually come out to read the meter. We can understand if they want to “ballpark” estimate from time to time, but 
to be this far off on the estimate was not only NOT in the ballpark, but not even close to being in the vicinity of the 
ballpark. Vectren agreed to come and read the meter and send us an accurate bill.  

TREASURER’S  NOTES 
 

     First of all I want to mention our appreciation of the attendance at the 2020 Annual Meeting of so many members of the 
congregation of St John’s Episcopal Church.  This is such an important duty of being a member of this small but mighty 
church family.  By the agreement of the congregation this is how decisions are made that enable the Church Officers, the 
Vestry and the chairpersons of all the other ministries within St John’s to know that we are indeed, walking “as one” as we 
strive to fulfill our commission to serve our Saviour, Jesus Christ, within the church, in our community and even out into the 
world. 
     By vote of the congregation the proposed 2020 operating budget of the church was approved.  The new budget is            
$252,300. This year we have our Diocsean audit due, our assigned apportionment is just over $33,000 and our Outreach 
budget is $25,000.  Along with our regular Outreach, we also have budgeted an additional $6,000 for our special annual  
giving projects throughout the year.  As we are so blessed, so we bless others and this makes our total footprint,              
concentrating mostly here in our own community, $31,000.  Once again this year our faithful pledge givers rose to the     
challenge with pledges to St. John’s of just over $77,000.  Our many other dedicated regular givers also make our Outreach 
goals for the community possible.  Thanks be to God and Shawn Worman of LPL Financial,  we had a very blessed year with 
our investments during 2019 and with God’s help the performance will be similar during 2020. 
     A huge THANK YOU to all the dedicated members of this amazing church family. Thank you to the new Vestry members - 
who have stepped up even further!  to serve the church and all its operations to hopefully run smoothly - with God’s help - in 
2020. 
Susan Harrison,  treasurer  
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Education and Formation 

Wednesday  
Night Lenten Soup 

Supper  
& Program (Adults) 

 

A sign-up sheet is posted for food 
contributions. 

    WAYCROSS    

Church Camp  
Applications 

 

The 2020 Waycross Summer 
Church Camp schedule and    
registration applications are   
posted exclusively on-line at: 

 www.waycrossccc.org   
 

If you do not have access to a computer contact the church 
office to get a copy downloaded for you. If you would like to  

hear testimony about  Waycross Camp talk to veteran      
campers, Brianna Edling, Catie Claire and Vincent Bell.   

Financial aid is available from both the diocese and St. John’s, 
so please do not let money be a deterrent.  
The Camp is open to youth ages 8 to 16. 

NEW THIS YEAR: 

Culinary Camp!  

 

March 4th—April 1st 
6:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. 

Christian Education  
 

The Christian Education leaders will meet after the service on 
Sunday, February 19th to discuss plans for the remainder of 
this Sunday School year and look ahead to this summer and 
fall. 

Sources of Transformation 
A Ministry Inventory and Diagnostic Study 
 

March 4th – Introduction to the Sources of  
Transformation Model 
            Preliminary Survey of St. John’s Core Ministries 
            Study of Acts 2:42-47   
 

March 11th – Prayer and Worship 
            Examples of Jesus practicing prayer and worship 
            Personal Prayer: The Daily Offices: Holy Eucharist 
 

March 18th – Study and Learning 
            How does Jesus rely on the Hebrew Scriptures to 
 teach about Godly living? 
            The Three Legged Stool and Our Baptismal  
 Covenant 
            Transforming the Mind and Heart 
            Putting our study and learning of the Gospel     
 into practice 
 

March 25th – Action 
            How does Jesus utilize his disciples as  
 messengers and servants of the Gospel?  
            Stewardship: Service: Evangelism 
            Welcome: Transform: Send 
 

April 1st – Life in Community 
            How did Jesus build community with his disciples 
 and others? 
            Who are our “Neighbors”?; How are we building 
 community with them? 
            Conversation: Food: Silence/Listening  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00166xU8i57KrDUneM6CndCCWWqPMs6dBRjruFVfnkw_1uYTEdNHxjrrJMRQa44evYYxAY-mYnJDKniKs9KUF8E9QXT5eyj8rO5pRwZNsm_3b4xiEO6Fz5r5luqV2Tmm81kR2JWlfwVYMEXQ0hbq3nztVv7luSynYly6ve9rT6SYCU=&c=0khxENVrnKIU04YdcTNKC8E0tXAeaTkXAmJfOSTb697GPGKuYQZfN
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 Celebrations & Fellowship 
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Reaching Out To Others 

2020 Lenten Outreach 

 

February 
FOOD  

PANTRY  
 

Canned Meats: Spam, Tuna,  

Vienna Sausages,  

Chicken, Salmon 
 

Place these items in the plastic 

tote in the Parish Hall. 

Family Matters (Resource ministry) 
Riverbend Food Pantry (RBFP) 
Posey Humane Society  
Summer Lunch Program 
Children’s Learning Center  
Sewanee Seminary support  
Posey County Young Life/Wylde Life 
Christian Church (Wadesville) Daycare Center  
Willowtree (Mt. Vernon Domestic violence ministry)  
Kiwanis Annual Sponsorship 
Thrive  (After School Program—FUMC) 
YWCA Domestic Violence Center (Evansville)  
Health Department/Health Nurse  
CAPE Head Start  
Gilda’s Club (Cancer Support Center) 
Big Brother’s/Big Sisters 
MVHS After Prom  

 

 

MARCH 
FOOD PANTRY  

 

Canned Soup 
 

 

Place these items in the 

plastic tote in the Parish 

Hall. 
 

 There is always a shortage of  

breakfast cereals 

Miscellaneous Outreach Projects throughout 
2020 
 

Lenten Project:  Small Farm Animal Sets 
Precious Posey’s Baby Shower (Last Two Sundays in April) 
United Thank Offering (First Two Sundays in May) 
Episcopal Fund for Human Need (First Two Sundays in November) 
SCI Christmas on the River: Collecting items,  
Homemade Christmas Cards 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry 
Ministerial Association/Posey County Christmas Assistance Program 
River Bend Food Pantry Monthly Food Item(s) 
Food Delivery to Elderly (to Cloverleaf) 

Through World Vision 

The variety and number of   
animals in this gift will 
perfectly fit many        
families’ specific needs for 
eggs, milk, meat, and 
more. 
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Our Church & Community 

The men of the church 
do the cooking. 
Proceeds from the    
supper will go toward 
the J2A Youth Group 
for their eventual      
pilgrimage trip. 

Ash Wednesday Service  

at St. John’s will be  

at 6:00 p.m. on  

February 26th. 

Bring your gloves and rakes to help spruce up 
the flower beds and church yard. 
 

A special note of thanks to: 
Karen Lawson and Sue Webster for keeping the flowers 
beautiful  throughout the year; and to the Gertons for 
lawn maintenance. 
 

If postponed by bad weather, we will try again on  Palm 
Sunday, April 5th. 

 

Imposition of ashes to the 
community:  
 

 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the             
Food Pantry,  

 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at the IGA 
parking lot and,  

 3:00-4:00 p.m. on West 4th Street 
next to Printcrafters. 

 

 

For St. John’s folks, this is an alternative  
opportunity, but should NOT take the place 
of our regular Ash Wednesday Service at the 
church at 6:00 p.m. Laying on of hands and 
annointing will also be available. 
Volunteers are needed to help this year!!! 

March 29th  
hosted by Immanuel U.C.C.  

5812 N. Ford Road 
  6:00 PM 

Reception after the Service 
Father Allen is the designated 

preacher. 

Around The Grounds 
Thank You to Brian Nichols for agreeing to serve a third year 
as our Junior Warden. Brian is going to need a lot of help from 
others to complete his “To Do” list.  
Here are some maintenance items on the agenda: 
The threshold of the front church doors need attention. The 
rubber gaskets are extremely worn out and keep popping out 
of the track. 
Larry Horton has been tasked with purchasing and hiring a 
plumber to install a high rise toilet in the west bathroom of the 
parish hall. 
The front yard sign was repainted last fall but the paint on the 
south side of the sign is already fading. The sign painter is 
being called to repaint the sign and put a sealer on it. 
There are areas in the parish hall that need paint touch ups. 
Help is needed to relocate the putt putt track and the old 
kneeler from the upstairs storage room to the garage next 
door. 
If you know of any other maintenance issues, please talk to 
Brian or Father Allen. 
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 Our Church & Community 

EASTER CANDY 
 

As soon as Valentines day is over  
the Easter Candy will be stocked.  
It is not too early to begin buying candy for 
our  annual Easter Egg hunt.   
 

Members of the Congregation are invited 
to help fill plastic eggs with candy after the 
Palm Sunday Service in April. 

 

 

HEALING SERVICE 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

March 29th 10:00 a.m. 
Laying on of hands and anointing 

 

PALM SUNDAY 
April 5th 
10:00 AM 

Palm Procession & Passion Gospel 
 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 9th 
6:00 PM 

 The Agape Meal will take place  
during the Eucharist in the parish hall. 
Communion will follow in the church. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
April 10th 6:00 PM 
Way of the Cross and 

Reserve Sacrament Communion 
with Passion Gospel of John 

 

EASTER VIGIL 
April 11th 
7:00 PM 

(THE MOST HOLY OF NIGHTS) 
Lighting of New Fire &  

Paschal Candle.   
Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Eucharist  

(This is when Easter REALLY Begins) 
 

We invite you to pitch-in the food and drink 
items you gave up for Lent at a reception 

following the evening service. 
 

EASTER DAY 
April 12th 
10:00 AM  

Holy Eucharist with  
Flowering of the Cross 

 
 
 
 

EASTER EGG HUNT FOLLOWING 
THE EASTER MORNING SERVICE 

Community 
GOOD FRIDAY  

SERVICE 
First Presbyterian Church 

120 E. 6th Street 
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
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 Events & Celebrations 

March 2020 
01 — First Sunday of Lent (Penitential Order) 

02 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

04 — First Wednesday Night Lenten Soup          
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

08 — Daylight Savings Time begins 

09 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting 

11 — Second Wednesday Night Lenten Soup 
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

12 — Capital Campaign Projects Committee,  

 4:00 p.m. 

16 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

16 –18 Spring Clergy Conference at Waycross 

17 — St. Patrick’s Day 

17 —  MVMA meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

18 — Third Wednesday Night Lenten Soup       
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

19 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00p.m. 

22 — Rose Sunday (Anglican Mothers’ Sunday) 

23–27 — Mt. Vernon School District Spring Break 

25 — Fourth Wednesday Night Lenten Soup 
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

29 — Fifth Sunday of Lent: Service of Healing 

29 — MVMA Fifth Sunday Worship Service, 
 6:00p.m., location TBD 

30 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

March Birthdays: 
06 — Tim Steele 
07 — Jeff Colson 
11 — Rev. Allen Rutherford 
12 — Bill Gooden 
19 — Susan Gooden 
 

March Anniversaries: 
23 — Dana & Jennifer Taylor 

February Birthdays: 
14 — Elizabeth Dingman 
15 — Anne Buchanan 
28 — Don Sobek 
 

February Anniversaries: 
16 — Bob & Sue Webster 

February 2020 
01 — Vestry Retreat Day, Parish Hall,            
 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

02 — Ground Hog Day 

02 — The Presentation of our Lord Jesus Christ 
 in the temple 

03 —  St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

03 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting 

05 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

05 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

09 —  Christian Education Committee meeting  

14 — Valentine’s Day 

17 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

17 — Presidents’ Day 

18 —  MVMA meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

19 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting 

25 — Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Sausage  

 Supper,  6:00 p.m. 

26 — MVMA Ashes to Go: (Ash Wednesday)  

26 — Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 p.m. 

29 — LEAP DAY 

29 — Vestry Leadership Resource Day, Waycross  

If we missed your day or listed it  
incorrectly let us know so we can  

update our files. 
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 Our Kids Connected To God 

Sunday school lesson: Jesus’ Temptation in the wilderness.     
Activities: Making a tower of candy hearts as tall as the top of the 
Temple; and gathering the kingdoms of the earth (candy) in a 
cup.  



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

March 8th 
Daylight Saving Time 

Begins.   
 

Don’t forget to 
set your clocks 

to 
―Spring‖ forward. 


