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St. John’s 

Allen+ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
     I don’t know if you noticed, but several months ago, I asked Robin to replace our parish vision statement and 
mission statement with the current diocesan mission statement.  It is entitled, The Work Set Forth.  The list of  
ministry goals and objectives in The Work Set Forth were already in part, or wholly, incorporated in our own parish 
statements. What The Work Set Forth reminds us is that we are one of forty-eight or so congregations in our       
diocese that are working toward similar goals and objectives.  
     As I was looking over the bullet point list of ministry objectives in The Work Set Forth, one in particular stood out 
to me. It exhorts us to “stand with the marginalized and vulnerable to transform systems of injustice.”  This is a 
power proclamation that needs to be unpacked and clarified. What I’m about to write is my opinion, and I’m sure I 
would (and will) receive some push back with those who do not hold my same opinions and beliefs. 
     Jesus said, “you will always have the poor with you.” There always have been and always will be systems of 
injustice that create and prey upon marginalized peoples. I would even go so far as to say that the “War on          
Poverty” started in the 1960s turned into a system that kept marginalized and oppressed, those people whom it 
meant to lift up and serve. It has created a victim-class of people. Some escape or overcome the system, but   
others will forever be trapped by it. I will also go so far as to say that there are systems that marginalize versus 
those people who marginalize themselves from the system. We now live in a society where anyone can break away 
from national, cultural, and societal norms and form a marginalized group based on the fact that they place 
themselves in a minority group and thus find themselves excluded and marginalized by their own beliefs and      
behaviors. Here is an absurd, but good example. I have made it well known that I do not like the taste of beets.        
In this day and age, I could form a group of people who despise beets. I and my group might come under 
persecution and be marginalized because we do not conform with a larger majority of the society that like to eat 
beets. My group could cry “injustice” because the rest of society does not bend to our will to eliminate beets from the 
diet of every human being on planet earth.  See, I told you this was absurd. But there are many other affinity groups 
that claim minority status and claim they are a part of those who are being marginalized by “the system” of injustice. 
     One group of people that is always high on Jesus’ list of the marginalized are children. I grew up in an age where 
my parents and grandparents told children, “you should be seen, but not heard,” In other words, “be quiet, sit down, 
behave, and keep your mouth shut.” However, in Jesus’ day children were a blessing, but children had no rights and 
privileges. Children were pushed to the margins, especially poor children.  In our modern age, we have had social 
programs that strive to help children with the motto, “no child left behind.” That attitude did not exist in the ancient 
world.  
     The Outreach Committee of St. John’s met in mid-January to discuss the ministries that we desire to support 
both financially and through various projects.  There was a consensus among the committee that a majority of our 
support should go to programs that positively effect children. Jesus goes so far as to even chastise his own disciples 
for pushing the little children away from the love and blessings that Jesus had to offer them. Better to have a 
millstone hung around your neck and thrown into the sea than to deny little children the love and care that they need 
to strive and survive. We have taken that message to heart. Little children, who have been born into adverse family 
situations, often do not have the resources they need to feel loved and blessed. They do not choose to be 
marginalized, they are born into marginalized situations. We might not be able to change the systems of injustice 
that prevent little children and even teens from receiving the respect and dignity due to every human being, but we 
can help to can feed them, cloth them, educate them, and support those good and faithful institutions and systems 
that do strive to care for the welfare of children.  We cannot guarantee that no child will be left behind, or no child will 
fall through the cracks and remain among the marginalized, but we can do all in our power to seek them out and 
support them. “Jesus loves the little children”, and so should we. 
 
Your Brother in Christ, 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
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Weekday Services 

during Lent 

Morning Prayer, 

Tuesday-Thursday, 

8:30a.m. 

Friday morning 

Eucharist, 8:30a.m. 
Wednesday 

Evening Lenten 

Supper & Study 

6:00p.m. in the 

parish hall 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Mrs. Robin Price 
Monday through Friday 
8:00a.m. to Noon 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Home:  812-838-4406 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  Rite 13 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-4th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 
 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday 8:30a.m. 
 

Wednesday Morning Schedule:   
9:00-10:00a.m.  Women’s Bible Study 

 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and 

Welcome 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems 
of injustice  

 Provide resources for lay leaders 
and clergy for the Church of 
today and tomorrow. 



Leadership 

Parish Annual Meeting Highlights 

ELECTIONS & 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
 
 

Outgoing Vestry  
Members: 
Gail Robb and Rosemary Harlow were 
officially recognized for their three-year 
service on the vestry.   

 

Elected Members: 
Tammy Weatherford 
Sue Webster 
 

(three year terms) 
 
 
 

Diocesan Convention: 
 

Delegates  Alternates 
 

Bill Gooden         Beth Dingman 

Brian Nichols         Diane Hancock 

Appointment of Wardens, Treasurer & Vestry Clerk 
 

Senior Warden 
Kim Steele has accepted Father Allen’s request to serve as Senior Warden for 2019. 
 

Junior Warden 
At the February Retreat, the Vestry re-elected Brian Nichols as the Junior Warden for 
2019. 
 

Vestry Clerk 
Also at the Retreat, Sue Webster  was elected to be the clerk of the vestry in 2019. 
 

Treasurer/Finance Committee 
Susan Harrison has agreed to continue as the church’s treasurer.  Bob Webster will 
continue to be involved as the Finance Committee Chairman.   
 
Thank you to every one of our ministry Chairs and those who volunteer their time to 
serve Christ in and through His Church. 

NEW COMPOSITION OF 

VESTRY & TENURE 
 

Elizabeth Dingman  2020 

Bill Gooden   2020 

Brian Nichols   2021 

Kim Steele    2021 

Larry Horton   2021 

Tammy Weatherford  2022 

Sue Webster   2022 

Check out the leaders page  

on our website at 

www.mtvstjohns.org/leaders 

and Ministries page at 

www.mtvstjohns.org/ministries 
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The Church’s One Foundation 
Jesus Christ is the rock of our foundation. Jesus said in a parable that it is wise to build a house on solid rock, 
and foolish to build on sand.  Apparently, when St. John’s was built, the bricks used for the foundation were not 
as hard as today’s bricks. To allow these softer bricks to expand and contract, the mortar that holds them 
together was made of a mixture of powdered limestone and sand, not today’s concrete mortar.  Before 
considering making any modifications to the church building (handicap accessibility) it was recommended that 
we seek an inspection of the foundation. Sherlock Holmes Inspections was hired for a preliminary look. The 
report from Holmes was “the foundation is in rough shape; it’s fixable; but could be expensive.” Their 
recommendation was to contact a foundation company who specializes in these old buildings. MCF 
Construction from Newburgh came and inspected the foundation. The great fear was that we would be told that 
we needed to jack up the church and replace the brick foundation with an all new concrete block foundation. The 
inspector from MCF stated that the current brick foundation was still structurally sound and serviceable for the 
church, but needed remortared using the old method. The cost of repair has a wide range; $25,000 to $40,000. 
MCF thinks it will be on the low end, but they will not know how much exterior repair is needed until the outer 
“parge” (stucco covering) is removed. The costs of this repair have changed the priorities of the capital 
campaign. Money that might have been ear-marked for handicap accessibility will most likely need to go toward 
the foundation repair. 

 

Capital Campaign Presentation at the Annual Meeting:  
Our consultants from Church Campaign Services, Rev. Michael Erwin and Rev. Robert “Bob” Coons attended 
the annual meeting and gave an oral presentation of the feasibility study, in addition to a copy of the written 
report. Bob stated that all but two (families) they interviewed in early December would commit to supporting a 
capital campaign. When all of the verbal pledges were totaled up, those who were interviewed indicated that St. 
John’s could raise $160,000. This was an actual figure, not a ballpark figure. They believe we could actually 
stretch our fundraising goal to $200,000. Bob and Michael were asked how much of a pledged total is typically 
raised. Michael said that historically, 95% to 100% percent is raised, with some congregations exceeding their 
goal. 

The “Case for Support” used for the interviews included three projects.  

1. Handicap Accessibility at $150,000.  

2. Raise $40,000 for a down payment to purchase the north side property. [It needs to be noted that 
during the discernment meetings, buying the property was the number one priority, but there was too 
much uncertainty on if and when we might be able to acquire the property.]  

3. Build a small utility building on the south lot to house electric and water hook-ups along with one 
handicap accessible bathroom for $10,000. The total of all projects presented in the interviews was 
$200,000. 

Given the recent news of the need to fix the church foundation, these priorities need to shift. The foundation 
needs to be the top priority. There is still interest in the congregation to purchase the north side property. There 
is also interest in the utility building. The “Case for Support” will need to be changed prior to the start of the 
capital campaign. 

 

The Feasibility Study contains three recommendations from our Consultants: 

1. Approve the Capital Campaign Fundraising Phase, per request from members in the interviews. 
2. Form a Capital Campaign Committee to process with the fundraising phase. 
 

Revise and further develop the Case for Support and set the final financial goal. The consultants recommend a 
base goal of $160,000 and a stretch goal of $200,000 in the three year fundraising effort. 
A motion was made to proceed with these three recommendations, but no projects be started until sufficient 
funds are actually raised for each project in priority of importance. The motion was approved with one “No” vote. 
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Education and Formation 

Wednesday  
Night Lenten 
Soup Supper  
& Program 

(Adults) 
 

A sign-up sheet is 

posted for food contributions. 

WAYCROSS  
  

Church Camp 
Applications 
 

The 2019 Waycross Summer 
Church Camp schedule and 
registration applications are 
posted  
exclusively on-line at:  www.waycrossccc.org   

 

If you do not have access to a computer contact the church 
office to get a copy downloaded for you. If you would like to  
hear testimony about  Waycross Camp talk to veteran campers, 
Patrick, William, and Olivia Gerton.  Financial aid is available  
from both the diocese and St. John’s, so please do not let money 
be a deterrent. The Camp is open to youth ages 8 to 16. 

 

March 13th—April 10th 

6:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. 

March 13th: Chapter 1 

Redonkulous Faith (Jase) 

 

March 20th: Chapter 2 

Radical Forgiveness (Alan and Jep) 

 

March 27th: Chapter 3 

Ravenous Prayer (Phil) 

 

April 3rd: Chapter 4 

Real Obedience (Uncle Si) 

 

April 10th: Chapter 5 

Rowdy Kindness (Willie) 

Christian Education  
 

The Christian Education leaders will met after the service on 
Sunday, February 10th to discuss plans for the remainder of 
this Sunday School year and look ahead to this summer and 
fall. 

Confirmation Classes  
 

Confirmation Classes will take place on Sunday February 17th 
and 24th from Noon-4:00 PM (Lunch on your own). Anyone 
wanting to learn more about the Episcopal Church is invited to 
attend 

The Robertson Family Helps You Build a 

Faith-Shaped Life … 

Join the Robertson men of the hit 

television show, Duck Dynasty®, as they 

tell stories and discuss some of the 

Bible’s most-loved parables. In this five-

session video-based small group Bible 

study (DVD/digital video and study guide), 

We will learn about faith-based values 

from the Parables of Jesus and how to 

apply them to our life. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00166xU8i57KrDUneM6CndCCWWqPMs6dBRjruFVfnkw_1uYTEdNHxjrrJMRQa44evYYxAY-mYnJDKniKs9KUF8E9QXT5eyj8rO5pRwZNsm_3b4xiEO6Fz5r5luqV2Tmm81kR2JWlfwVYMEXQ0hbq3nztVv7luSynYly6ve9rT6SYCU=&c=0khxENVrnKIU04YdcTNKC8E0tXAeaTkXAmJfOSTb697GPGKuYQZfN
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 Celebrations & Fellowship 
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Reaching Out To Others 

2019 Lenten Outreach 

 

February 
FOOD  

PANTRY  
 

Canned Meats : Spam, Tuna, 

Vienna Sausages, 

Chicken, Salmon 
 

Place these items in the plastic 

tote in the Parish Hall. 

Family Matters (Resource ministry) 
Riverbend Food Pantry (RBFP) 
Posey Humane Society  
RBFP Summer Kid’s Feed Program 
Children’s Learning Center  
Sewanee Seminary support  
Posey County Young Life/Wylde Life 
Christian Church (Wadesville) Daycare Center  
Willowtree (Mt. Vernon domestic violence 
ministry)  
Kiwanis Annual Sponsorship 
Thrive  (After School Program—FUMC) 
YWCA Domestic Violence Center (Evansville)  
Health Department/Health Nurse  
CAPE Head Start  
Gilda’s Club (Cancer Support Center) 
Big Brother’s/Big Sisters 
MVHS After Prom  

A heifer and bull will improve the productivity 
of a struggling farm. With this gift, a family will 
be able to Pass on the Gift making them 
donors themselves. For $1,000 per pair, you 
will help another family move from poverty to 
self-reliance. Families who receive your gift 
become donors as they pass on the gift to 
other families in their community.  This allows 
them to help others as you have helped them. 

 

 

MARCH 
FOOD PANTRY  

 

Canned Soup 
 

 

Place these items in the 

plastic tote in the Parish Hall. 
 

 There is always a shortage of  

breakfast cereals 

Miscellaneous Outreach Projects 
throughtout 2019 
 

Lenten Project: Two Pair of Mating Cattle @ $1,000.00 per pair-
Heifer International 
Precious Posey’s Baby Shower (Last Two Sundays in April) 
United Thank Offering (First Two Sundays in May) 
Episcopal Fund for Human Need (First Two Sundays in 
November) 
SCI Christmas on the River: Collecting items, Homemade 
Christmas Cards 
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Ministry 
Ministerial Association/Posey County Christmas Assistance 
Program 
River Bend Food Pantry Monthly Food Item(s) 
Food Delivery to Elderly (to Cloverleaf) 

THROUGH HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 
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Our Church & Community 

The men of the church do the cooking. 

Proceeds from the 

supper will go toward 

the Rite 13 Youth 

Group for their eventual 

pilgrimage trip. 

Ash Wednesday Service  

at St. John’s will be  

at 6:00 p.m. on March 6th  

Bring your gloves and rakes to help spruce up 
the flower beds and church yard. 
 

A special note of thanks to Karen Lawson and 
Sue Webster for keeping the flowers beautiful 
throughout the year; and to the Gertons for lawn 
maintenance. 
 

If postponed by bad weather, we will try again on  Palm 
Sunday, April 14th. 

 

Imposition of ashes to the 
community:  
 

 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the Food 
Pantry,  

 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at IGA 
parking lot and,  

 3:00-4:00 p.m. on 4th Street next 
to United Fidelity Bank. 

 

 

For St. John’s folks, this is an alternative 
opportunity, but should NOT take the place 
of our regular Ash Wednesday Service at the 
church at 6:00 p.m. Laying on of hands and 
annointing will also be available. 
Other Local churches will be involved with 
St. John’s. 

Fifth Sunday “Rally” Community Services: 
There is consensus agreement among a 

moajority of the churches present at this 
meeting to move forward with plans for the first 
service to be held on Sunday, March 31st at 6:00 
P.M. Jamie is waiting on Father Jim Sauer to see 
if St. Matthew’s would host it.  If not, it will be 
held at Trinity.  Rev. Maureen Clark agreed to 

be the preacher.  There were a couple of 
suggestions on who would provide the music. 

STOP #1: APPETIZERS  

RUTHERFORD RESIDENCE 

 

STOP #2: MAIN COURSE 

GAIL ROBB RESIDENCE 

 

STOP #3: DESSERT 

BELL RESIDENCE 
 
 

SIGN-UP SHEETS IN PARISH HALL 

CHILD CARE AVAILABLE AT THE BELL RESIDENCE 
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 Our Church & Community 

EASTER CANDY 
 

As soon as Valentines day is over  
the Easter Candy will be stocked.  
It is not too early to begin buying candy for 
our  annual Easter Egg hunt.   
 

Members of the Congregation are invited 
to help fill plastic eggs with candy after the 
Palm Sunday Service in 

 

HEALING SERVICE 
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 

April 7th 10:00 a.m. 
Laying on of hands and anointing 

 

PALM SUNDAY 
April 14th 
10:00 AM 

Palm Procession & Passion Gospel 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 18th 
6:00 PM 

 The Agape Meal will take place  
during the Eucharist in the parish hall. 
Communion will follow in the church. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
April 19th 6:00 PM 
Way of the Cross and 

Reserve Sacrament Communion 
with Passion Gospel of John 

 

EASTER VIGIL 
April 20th 
7:00 PM 

(THE MOST HOLY OF NIGHTS) 
Lighting of New Fire &  

Paschal Candle.   
Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Eucharist  

(This is when Easter REALLY Begins) 
 

We invite you to pitch-in the food and drink 
items you gave up for Lent at a reception 

following the evening service. 
 

EASTER DAY 
April 21st 
10:00 AM  

Holy Eucharist with  
Flowering of the Cross 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT FOLLOWING 
THE EASTER MORNING SERVICE 

Community 
GOOD FRIDAY  

SERVICE 
First Presbyterian Church 

120 E. 6th Street 
12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
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 Events & Celebrations 

March Dates to Remember 
 

02 — Progressive Dinner, 6:00 p.m. 

04 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

05 — Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Sausage  

 Supper,  6:00 p.m. 

06 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — MVMA Ashes to Go: (Ash Wednesday)  

06 — Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 p.m. 

10 — Daylight Savings Time begins 

10 — First Sunday of Lent (The Great Litany) 

13 — First Wednesday Night Lenten Soup          
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

17 — St. Patrick’s Day 

18 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

19 —  MVMA meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

19 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

20 — Second Wednesday Night Lenten Soup 
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

21 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00p.m. 

27 — Third Wednesday Night Lenten Soup       
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

25–29 — Mt. Vernon School District Spring 
 Break 

25 –29 Spring Clergy Conference at Waycross 

31 — Rose Sunday (Anglican Mothers’  

 Sunday) 

31 — MVMA Fifth Sunday Worship Service, 
 6:00p.m., location TBD 

pitch-in reception after the service 

March Birthdays: 
06 — Tim Steele 
07 — Jeff Colson 
11 — Rev. Allen Rutherford 
12 — Bill Gooden 
19 — Susan Gooden 
 

March Anniversaries: 
23 — Dana & Jennifer Taylor 

February Birthdays: 
14 — Elizabeth Dingman 
28 — Don Sobek 
 

February Anniversaries: 
16 — Bob & Sue Webster 

February Dates to Remember 
02 — Ground Hog Day 

02 — Vestry Retreat Day, Parish Hall,            
 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

04 —  St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

06 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

10 —  Christian Education Committee meeting 
 after service 

14 — Valentine’s Day 

17 — Confirmation Class, Noon-4:00PM 

18 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

18 — Presidents’ Day 

19 — MVMA  meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

19 —  4H Meeting at St. John’s, 6:30PM 

24 — Confirmation Class, Noon-4:00PM 

If we missed your day or listed it 

incorrectly let us know so we can 

update our files. 
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 Our Kids Connected To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

March 10th 
Daylight Saving Time 

Begins.   
 

Don’t forget to 

set your clocks 

to 

“Spring” forward. 


