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St. John’s 

Allen+ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     During my sermon on the First Sunday after the Epiphany, I focused on the coming of the Magi to find the Christ 
child, and made small reference to the Baptism of Jesus.  I stated that the star was a means by which the Magi  
were guided to find the Christ. Then, I asked the question, “by what means are we guided to find Christ?” I offered 
up examples or suggestions for our own life, which included the sacraments (the waters of baptism, and the       
communion table), various forms of prayer and spiritual disciplines, and through the reading of Holy Scripture. This 
latter example came true in my own life recently. While praying Morning Prayer, a reading from the Letter to the        
Ephesians inspired me.  In that reading Christ was revealed to me in a refreshing way. It connected the newborn 
king in the manger at Christmas to the king that was crucified. As I write this article, we are in the midst of the     
Season of Epiphany and this newsletter, being a two month edition, will cover us through much of the Season of 
Lent.  Before, I get too far ahead of myself, I want to take a look back at Christmas and move forward from there. 
      Christmas is The Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ. As Advent winds down and we look to 
Christmas, we read in scripture that the virgin Mary will give birth to a Son, and Joseph is to accept this miraculous 
child. The child will be Emmanuel, “God is among us”; and he shall be given the name Jesus, “God is salvation.”  
Incarnation, then, is a fancy church word that means that God is among us in the flesh of Jesus Christ. If Christmas 
is the season in which we celebrate that God was born of human flesh and dwells among us, then Epiphany is the 
season in which Jesus as the Son of God is revealed to the world. Jesus is “God in man made manifest” as sung in 
Hymn 135 of the 1982 Hymnal. God’s plan of salvation was to establish a chosen people on earth from whom a  
savior and redeemer of all the world would come forth; not just for the Jews, but a savior for the whole world.   
     New Year’s Day fell on a Sunday. It is a holy day of the Church, It is “The Holy Name of Our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
However, this day has an older name. It was also called “The Feast of the Circumcision.” In the Torah, newborn 
boys are to be circumcised on the eighth day of life and given their official name.  The Jewish authorities in Jesus’ 
day believed they were saved by God through circumcision (the covenant made between God and Abraham), and 
through obedience to the Torah given to Moses.  As the Apostle Paul taught, the only thing the Torah did was reveal 
humanity’s sinfulness and their inability to follow the law to perfection as God intended. Circumcision also had a  
second side effect; it set up a division between God’s chosen people and the rest of the human race. Both the Old 
and New Testament use two names for those not born Jewish or Israelite, “the nations” or “gentiles.”  Another title 
used for non-Jews is “the uncircumcised.” It is during the Season of Epiphany, beginning with the arrival of the Magi, 
that we gentiles/uncircumcised come to understand that we are included in God’s eternal plan of salvation through 
Jesus Christ.  
     It was with this background knowledge that on the morning of Thursday, January 12th, I read these words from 
the Letter to the Ephesians: “Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those 
who are called “the circumcision” —a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands— remember that you 
were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of 
promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ.” (The entire passage is Ephesians 2:11-22.) This is Christmas and   
Epiphany, but it is also Lent, Holy Week, and even Easter. The words “by his blood” tell us that it was not enough  
for we gentiles (and Jews) to be saved by the birth of Jesus Christ, but Jesus had to die on the cross to abolish our 
need to perfectly follow the Torah. We are Judeo-Christian because we are adopted into the family of God as his 
children by the blood of Jesus Christ. His resurrection from the dead gave the whole world a pathway to eternal life. 
What was impossible for humans, was made possible by the Son of God.  Thus, we can choose to categorize and 
departmentalize Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, and Easter as separate seasons of the Church year, or we can 
see them connected into one plan of salvation. I choose the latter. 
     There is an importance for us to read the Bible. We are a Bible-based Church and we hear a healthy dose of 
scripture on Sunday mornings, but Holy Scripture can be a means to find Christ each and every day as I did on this 
particular morning. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For 160 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  
The Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick, Bishop 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mr. Barry Cox, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Weekday Schedule  

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00a.m. 
Weekday Services during Lent 

Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Thursday, 8:30a.m. 

Friday morning Eucharist, 8:00-8:30a.m. 
Wednesday Evening Lenten Supper & Study 

6:00p.m. in the parish hall 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A  

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study & Choir  

Rehearsal, and PreK-4th Grade Sunday 

School Class 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 

Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

Look us up on the web at www.mvstjohns.org 
Also become our friend on Facebook: mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Mrs. Robin Price 
Monday through Friday 
8:00a.m. to Noon 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Home:  812-838-4406 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 



Leadership 

Parish Annual Meeting Highlights 

ELECTIONS & 
APPOINTMENTS 
 
 
 

Outgoing Vestry  
Members: 
Bruce Dingman and Lydia Rutherford 
were officially recognized for  
their three-year service on the vestry.   

 
 
 

Elected Members: 
Elizabeth Dingman 
Bill Gooden 
(three year terms) 
 
 

Diocesan Convention: 
 

Delegates  Alternates 
 

Joetta Beebe  Susan Gooden 

Earl Harlow  Kim Steele 

Appointment of Wardens, Treasurer & Vestry Clerk 
 

Senior Warden 
Gail Robb has accepted Father Allen’s request to serve as Senior Warden for 2017 . 
 

Junior Warden 
At the February Retreat, the Vestry re-elected Barry Cox as the Junior Warden for 2017. 
 

Vestry Clerk 
Also at the Retreat, Rosemary Harlow was elected to be the clerk of the vestry in 2017. 
 

Treasurer/Finance Committee 
Susan Harrison has agreed to continue as the church’s treasurer.  Bob Webster will 
continue to be involved as the Finance Committee Chairman.   
 
Thank you to every one of our ministry Chairs and those who volunteer their time to 
serve Christ in and through His Church. 

NEW COMPOSITION OF 

VESTRY & TENURE 
 

Barry Cox    2018 

Alex Jeffries   2018 

Dana Taylor   2018 

Rosemary Harlow  2019 

Gail Robb    2019 

Elizabeth Dingman  2020 

Bill Gooden   2020 

Check out the leaders page  

on our website at 

www.mvstjohns.org/leaders.htm 

and Ministries page at 

www.mvstjohns.org/ministries.htm 
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Treasurer Report 
     Thank you to each and everyone of the members of St. John’s Episcopal Church. It is because of your dedication to this parish we were able to 
accomplish so much good work during 2016.  God blesses us but we are the ones who must respond to His call and put forth the effort required to 
make it all happen.  Listening to the reports from the leaders of the various groups and committees during our annual meeting makes me realize 
once again just how many people it takes for our church to fully serve this parish and this community the way we do.  There’s that word again 
“Blessed”. As we are so blessed, so we bless others.  We had a tremendously successful year during 2016. The Holy Spirit helps us go those 
EXTRA steps when we put forth the effort.  As you voted to approve St. John’s 2017 budget, we prepare to step out once again into a new year of 
fulfilling the Commission of Jesus,  to serve Him by serving others. We have a new Outreach program and we hope to find a “niche” for St. John’s 
within our community with our project to help deliver food to some elderly citizens who aren't able to get out to pick up the food themselves. 
     Thank you to all our pledge members for 2017.  You make these special projects financially possible.  Thank you to ALL the dedicated members 
giving to St. John’s and donating to our various Outreach projects during the year.  You make this church family so special.   
     As for me, I personally want to thank Robin Price.  Without her, the tasks I do for this church would be 1000 times more difficult  --  believe me 
I’ve tried it!!  As we begin  another new year at St. John’s, thank you, Robin.  You are a tremendous asset to this Parish!  Thanks be to God for 
providing ALL the people who work so hard to make St. John’s such a special place.  Thank you Holy Spirit for being with us to guide our path each 
and every day.  We are so grateful for all the gifts and talents that come together here which enable us to serve Him throughout our community. 

       Thank for your service to the Vestry, Bruce Dingman and Lydia Rutherford.  I look forward to the up coming Vestry Retreat to begin working 

with our 2017 Vestry including Bill Gooden and Beth Dingman.  We have much to do! 
 

Susan Harrison,  Treasurer 

Junior Warden Report 
 We have worked on several projects during the past year.  These are the ones that have been completed. 

 Glass Replacement on church sign located at SW corner of church. 
 Installation of new plants in the south garden 
 Trimming of the large tree that is above the NE corner of the prayer garden and parish hall 
 Replacement of rails at entrance to church along with painting 
 Strip and replace the roofing above the Altar to eliminate roof leak in this area. 
 Tore out wet GYP board and replaced plumbing that comes from HVAC unit. GY Board replacement and eventual painting to match.  
 Replace motion sensors on the exterior church lights 
 Modified and reinstalled a brochure holder for the parish hall.   
 We have repaired holes in the north side of the church and re-painted along with some woodwork in the soffit area. 

These are the projects that are on our bucket list.  
American with Disabilities Act Compliance – Current quotes that we have received are between $100k and $150k. We need to become 

compliant with ADA for our future, but I  also believe we need a positive discussion about how this can be done without negatively 
impacting the beauty of our church.  

 We have one quote from TMI at this time and one from Happe. Adam Green is working on some modifications to the drawings as we 
have run into some opportunities with our design. We may bring in Architectural Renovators, ARC, Empire to review this project. 

Concrete Steps at front of church – Possible Replacement, if we chose not to comply with ADA. 
Concrete Steps coming out of sacristy door – Possible replacement, if we chose not to comply with ADA. 
Lighting – We have pictures of lighting in the parish hall and we look forward to your comments.  Once we have agreement on the style of 

lighting to install we will move forward with some wiring changes that will allow us to control the lighting in a more effective manne. 
Roof Washing – I still believe we need to find a method to wash the north side of the church without hurting the plants.  
Prayer Garden Water - We need to do some calculations on the quantity of water that can enter the north side of the church and then dig a 

cistern large enough to handle flow with installation of larger pumps that will move the water and send it to the sewer located on the east 
side of the church. 

Roof – While trimming the trees it was noticed that the roof above the parish hall is “spongy” which means we should begin to start thinking 
about a replacement.  

Barry Cox, Junior Warden 

2017 Fellowship 
One of the topics always discussed at the annual vestry retreat is ideas for fellowship get-togethers for the parish. Here is a list of events that we have 
already done in the past year, and possible new events.  Of course any event would need to have enough support and energy of enough people to 
plan it, organize, it, and implement it. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Possible new events: 
Trip to Creation Museum Ark 
Bring back movie nights 
Bring back progressive dinners 
Game night 
Card party 
Super Bowl party 
Family Christmas party 
Go to dinner and a play/movie 
Start a dinner club, visit different restaurants 
Go as a group to kid’s events, ball games, concerts, etc. 

What we have done:     
Pitch-ins after special services 
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
Summer pool party (WHHC?) 
Harmonie Park Service and pitch-in with St. Stephen’s 
Journey in Faith (both education and fellowship) 

If someone in the parish would be willing to help organize any of 
these events, please contact Father Allen and/or a vestry member. 
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Education and Formation 
Wednesday Night 
Lenten Soup Supper 
& Program (Adults) 
 

March 8th—April 12th 

6:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. 
 

WAYCROSS  

Church Camp Applications 
The 2017 Waycross Summer Church Camp schedule 
and registration applications are posted exclusively on
-line.   
 

www.waycrosscenter.org   
 

If you do not have access to a computer  
contact the church office to get a copy downloaded for you. If you 
would like to hear testimony about  Waycross Camp talk to 
veteran campers, Patrick, William, and Olivia Gerton.  Financial 
aid is available from both the diocese and St. John’s, so please 
do not let money be a deterrent. The Camp is open to youth ages 
8 to 16. 

What 
Wonderous 
Love: Holy 

Week in Word 
and Art, 
featuring 
beautiful 
artwork by 
John August 
Swanson plus 
commentary by premier Bible 
scholars (e.g., Luke Timothy 
Johnson, Thomas Long).  
This 6-session DVD offers 

profound reflections on the last 
days of Jesus---his betrayal, 
trial, crucifixion, and 
resurrection, the pivotal turning 
point in human history. 
 
 

LESSON TITLES: 
 
 March 8th: The Raising of 

Lazarus 

 March 15th: The Entry into 
Jerusalem 

 March 22nd: Jesus washes the 
Disciples’ feet, The Last 
Supper 

 March 29th: The Betrayal and 
Arrest 

 April 5th: The Crucifixion and 
the Burial of Jesus 

YOUR EDUCATION TEAM 
The parish Christian Education team met after the service on 

Super Bowl Sunday, to create a game plan for the next few 

months, and look ahead to the summer and fall. 

Children’s Lenten Program: Beth Dingman will put 

together presentation and study materials to go along with 

the Lenten Outreach Project. It will feature information 

about alpacas, the different cultures that rely upon them, and 

the animal’s many benefits to our world. Different teachers 

stated they would be willing to work with the kids,…when 

we have them on the Wednesday nights. 

Recognition Sunday (May 21st): Last year’s Recognition 

Sunday was chaotic because of fitting Bishop Cate’s final 

pastoral visit to St. John’s into what was already an event-

filled morning. Fr. Allen jokingly said that if Bishop 

Jennifer asks to visit on that Sunday, he would politely say 

“No!” The children will once again be leading parts of the 

service, including some type of sermon or biblical play. 

There will also be a special coffee hour.  There was even 

discussion of possibly a rousing game of Bible Family Feud 

between the kids and adults. 

VBS: Last summer, we had hoped to join with other area 

churches in a shared VBS, but we were contacted long after 

we already had our VBS planned. We want to try to contact 

the other churches early enough to join them this year. If 

not, we will most likely host a one-day, Saturday, VBS like 

the last two years. 

New Youth Group?: We have at least four children (all 

girls) who are old enough to move them into a new Rite 13 

youth group. This new group would probably have a three 

year Rite 13 program, then a two year Journey to Adulthood 

(J2A) program. 

2017-2018 Curriculum: Several years ago, Diane Stove 

and Fr. Allen developed a year-long study of the Prayer 

Book for the children. Fr. Allen thinks it is time to tweak 

that curriculum and teach it to the younger kids. 
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 Celebrations & Fellowship 

Father 

Allen 

and the 

kids got into the 

swing of things, 

and Lydia 

Rutherford was 

heard saying it 

was a “groovy 

party.” 
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Reaching Out To Others 

2017 Lenten 
Outreach 

 

February 
FOOD  

PANTRY  
 

Canned Meats : 

Spam, Tuna, Vienna 

Sausages, Chicken, Salmon 
 
 

 

 

MARCH 
FOOD PANTRY  

Canned Soup 
 

 

Place these items in the 

plastic tote in the Parish 

Hall. 
 

 There is always a shortage of  

breakfast cereals 

Family Matters (Resource ministry) 
Riverbend Food Pantry  
Children’s Learning Center  
Posey County Young Life  
Posey Humane Society  
Seminary support  
Posey County Jail Ministry (Almond Tree)  
Christian Church (Wadesville) Daycare Center  
Willowtree (Mt. Vernon domestic violence 
ministry)  
Kiwanis Sponsor  
Posey County Pound Puppies 
YWCA Domestic Violence Center (Evansville)  
Health Department/Health Nurse  
CAPE Head Start  
Posey County Rehabilitation Center  
Indy Honor Flight (Veterans to Washington D. C. 
Memorial)  
MVHS After Prom  

St. John’s is asking that everyone prayerfully 
consider their gift  during this Lenten season.  This 
year we are asking members to donate towards 
“shares” of an Alpaca.  A completed share ($25.00) 
will be posted.  When six shares are reached ($150.00) 
an alpaca has been purchased!!  The ultimate goal is 
to earn thirty shares,  which is $750.00 or 5 alpacas.  
Alpacas create approximately 4 pounds of wool a 
year.  In a good year wool sells for $5-$7 per pound.  
The wool is used for blankets, ponchos, carpet and 
rope. 

A New Food Pantry 
Receptical! 
 

The large cardboard 
barrel (bin)  formerly 
used to collect 
donations, has been replaced with a 
smaller, clear plastic tote. 
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Our Church & Community 

From the vestry retreat held on February 4th 
 

 Convert the lot into an outdoor worship center 
(envisioning a smaller version or something similar to 
the roofless church) 

 No water in the church (make all needed modification to 
find a more permanent solution to the issue of flooding 
in the parish hall and offices) 

 New lighting in the church, better lighting 
 AED-Automated External Defibrillator 
 More variation in worship services and sermons 
 Portable projector (for Fr. Allen’s JIF presentations and 

other parish uses) 
 What Gail said (whatever that was, it sounded like a 

good idea?) 

The men of the church do 

the cooking. 

Proceeds from the supper 

will go toward the J2A 

Youth Group for their 

eventual pilgrimage trip. 

“Prepare For A Flood”: A Holy Spirit Moment 
These were the words spoke to Noah that started him to 
build an ark.  These were the words running through my 
brain when I walked into the downstairs back office on 
Tuesday, December 20th. What I saw that morning was lots 
of cardboard boxes; the Chrismon tree box and boxes of 
decorations. I saw boxes that were used for the Christmas 
pageant the past Sunday. The straw bales from the pageant 
were back there.  It was a cluttered mess, but what I really 
saw was the potential for a bigger mess if we were to have 
a sudden, heavy rain and flash flooding.  “Prepare for a 
flood” was what the Holy Spirit was telling me.  Yes, I 
could have called to get people to come and tidy up, and it 
could have waited, but when the Holy Spirit says move, 
you better move.  So, I got busy and spent that morning 
clearing out the back office and getting “stuff” up off the 
floor.  Then came the flood.  I noticed on Thursday of that 
same week that there were a couple damp spots on the 
carpeting on the east wall of the parish hall near the back. 
There were two poinsettias sitting on the table next to the 
spots, so I attributed the spots to someone watering the 
flowers and spilling a little water. Then, the next morning 
(Friday), the day before Christmas Eve, our Sexton Sara 
Goad asked me to look at the damp spots on the carpet.  It 
had gotten worse and spread. It didn’t take long to deduce 
that the condensing furnace, which was on the opposite 
side of the wall, was leaking somehow.  An HVAC 
company was called to come take a look. The technician 
arrived at 3:00pm and determined that the leak was inside 
the wall. Drywall (or in this case, damp-wall would have 
to be ripped out to get to the leaking pipe. I called Barry 
Cox and he sent Eric Kippenbrock and his crew over to 
assess the problem. They ripped out the damp, rotted 
drywall and re-plumbed the drain pipe leading from the 
furnace.  After several days of drying out the dampness 
with a large fan, another repairman came to cover the 
holes with new drywall.  Karen Lawson then came and 
painted the wall, and repainted the baseboard. Because it 
occurred during the Christmas weekend, and was repaired 
rather quickly, not many people were aware that we even 
had a problem. We did not have a flood from rain, but it 
would have been a larger issue if all of the “stuff” had 
been left in the back room for Eric and other repairmen to 
work around. Our parish hall, offices, and vesting closet 
are still vulnerable to a flash flood from heavy rain. 
Solutions to our flooding problem have been discussed in 
Vestry meetings since our last flood back on August 10th. 
Until a viable and lasting solution is found, I urge us all to 
be diligent in keeping water-sensitive items, like cardboard 
boxes, off the floors in these flood-prone areas of the 
church. –Father Allen  

Ash Wednesday Service  

at St. John’s will be  

at 6:00 p.m. on March 1st  

The Women’s Bible Study Group is planning a trip to the 
Creation Museum and Ark Encounter in late April.  If you are 
interested in going along, please contact any of the ladies in 
the group or the office. 

Bring your gloves and rakes to help spruce up the flower beds and 
church yard. 
 

A special note of thanks to Karen Lawson and Sue 
Webster for keeping the flowers beautiful throughout 
the year; and to the Gertons for lawn maintenance. 
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 Our Church & Community 

 

Imposition of ashes to the 
community:  
 
 9:00-11:00 a.m. at the Food 

Pantry,  
 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at IGA 

parking lot and,  
 3:00-4:00 p.m. on 4th Street next 

to United Fidelity Bank. 
 

 
For St.  John’s folks, this is an alternative 
opportunity, but should NOT take the place 
of our regular Ash Wednesday Service at the 
church at 6:00 p.m. Laying on of hands and 
annointing will also be available. 
Other Local churches will be involved with 
St. John’s. 

 

WELCOME TO OUR DIOCESE 

An elected bishop cannot begin his 

or her pastoral ministry in the 

diocese until ninety days after the 

election. The Standing Committees 

of each diocese of The Episcopal 

Church must affirm the validity of 

the election within that time period. 

Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows 

was elected on October 28th at our 

diocesan convention.  Since that 

time, she has been in negotiations 

with our Standing Committee and Executive Council on her 

compensation package. She and her husband have sold their 

house in Skokie, Illinois and have started the purchasing 

process of a house in Indianapolis.  There have been a few 

bumps in the road in the process.  However, by the time you 

read this article, the ninety day wait will have ended, and 

Bishop-Elect Jennifer will have started her pastoral ministry, 

along with Bishop Cate, on February 1st. Bishop Cate has 

approximately three months to help get Jennifer up to speed on 

the polity of our diocese. Also, since that ninety day waiting 

period is over, we will add Jennifer to our Sunday Prayers of 

the People beginning February 5th.  We welcome Jennifer into 

our diocese and her leadership with us and among us. As has 

been reported many times now, Jennifer’s consecration will be 

Saturday, April 29th.  Then she will lose the title of “bishop-

elect” and be Bishop Jennifer to us. By the Way: For those of 

you who are addicted to Facebook, Jennifer can be easily found 

and Friended or Liked on Facebook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As many of you know, and as I have reported in other newsletters in the last year, I am Chair of a diocesan 

committee of Executive Council that was given the task to draft an official alcohol policy. Such an Alcohol 

policy was drafted and approved at the Church’s General Convention in 2015. However, that policy was 

worded in such a way as to allow each diocese to edit it to fit each diocese’ respective needs. It tenets could 

be strengthened, but not weakened. In the course of creating a policy for our entire diocese, I also kept in 

mind its impact on St. John’s.  The Executive Council met in early November to proof line-by-line the policy 

my committee had drafted. This final policy document was ratified at the Executive Council meeting on 

January 14th, 2017. St. John’s is now obligated to strive to adhere to the guidelines and principles of this new 

policy. A copy of the policy is posted on the bulletin boards in the church and parish hall. A copy of the 

policy can also be found on the diocesan website at www.indydio.org. The Vestry and I will discuss the 

policy at our February Retreat and what changes we need to make in order to begin living into this document.  

It was my intention to craft guidelines and principles that would be pastoral, compassionate, and filled with 

grace, and not viewed as a list of “commandments.”  I am hoping that St. John’s can read it with that grace 

and not with cynicism or disdain. – Father Allen  

http://www.indydio.org
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Events & Celebrations 

March Dates to Remember 
01 — MVMA Ashes to Go: (Ash Wednesday)  

01 — Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 p.m. 

02 — Clergy Ember Day Gathering 

05 — First Sunday of Lent (The Great Litany) 

06 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry            
 volunteer day 

08 — First Wednesday Night Lenten Soup          
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

12 — Daylight Savings Time begins 

15 — Second Wednesday Night Lenten Soup 
 Supper & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

16 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00p.m. 

17 — St. Patrick’s Day 

20 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry volunteer 
 day 

21 —  MVMA meeting, 3:00 p.m. 

22 — Third Wednesday Night Lenten Soup       
 Supper & Program, 6:00p.m. 

20–24 — Mt. Vernon School District Spring 
 Break 

26 — Rose Sunday (Anglican Mothers’  

 Sunday) 

27&28 — Clergy meet with Bishop Cate for    
 final retreat/Ending of Pastoral Relationship 

March Birthdays: 
06 — Tim Steele 

07 — Jeff Colson 

11 — Rev. Allen Rutherford 

12 — Bill Gooden 

19 — Susan Gooden 
 

March Anniversaries: 
23 — Dana & Jennifer Taylor 

February Birthdays: 
14 — Elizabeth Dingman 

28 — Don Sobek 
 

February Anniversaries: 
16 — Bob & Sue Webster 

February Dates to Remember 
 

02 — Ground Hog Day 

04 — Vestry Retreat Day, Parish Hall,            
 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

05 —  Christian Education Committee meeting 
 after service 

06 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry            
 volunteer day 

08 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

14 — Valentine’s Day 

20 — St. John’s, Food Pantry volunteer day 

20 — Presidents’ Day 

21 — MVMA  meeting, 3:00 p.m. 

28 — Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Sausage  

 Supper,  6:00 p.m. 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly  

let us know so we can update our files. 

EASTER CANDY 
As soon as Valentines day is over  
the Easter Candy will be stocked. It is 
not too early to begin 
buying candy for our  
annual Easter Egg hunt.  
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 Our Kids Connected To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

March 12th 
Daylight Saving Time 

Begins.   

 

Don’t forget to set 

you clocks to 

“Spring” forward. 


