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St. John’s 

He is risen, he is risen! Tell it out with joyful voice: he has burst his three days’ prison; let the whole 
wide earth rejoice: death is conquered, we are free, Christ has won the victory. (Hymnal 1982, #180) 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     “Better late than never.”  I strive to see to it that our church newsletter is published by the beginning of each 
month.  It has been common through the course of the year that some newsletters are two month editions.        
Typically February and March are combined and summer months are combined.  The February-March addition  
always runs a little late in order to provide information about the parish annual meeting and the Vestry Retreat that 
follows. This year, the annual meeting was as late in January as it can be, which pushed back the Retreat, then an 
early beginning to Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday pushed the newsletter back even further. This edition   
features photos of the Epiphany “Three Kings Party” from early January and photos from our just completed      
Pancake Supper. It is also hard to fathom that within the span of this edition of The Evangelist, we will have gone 
through Lent and celebrated Easter.  I have still tried to include all birthdays and anniversaries, so if you see that 
someone had an early February birthday and you forgot to send someone a card,; “better late, than never.” 
     I want to bring up two issues for this cover article.  Both have to do with our parish being a welcoming church.  
Jesus is risen from the death. The tomb is empty.  Jesus is alive and living among us in spirit and in truth. In other 
words, Jesus is out there, in the world, coming to us in many forms.  So, I have a question to pose to you.  What do 
the words “Brand, Content, and Drive” have to do with the Church and our faith?  When we think of the word 
Brand, we think of a corporate identity and products.  We don’t like to think of the Church as a corporation or     
company, but we are.  In a legal sense, a corporation is considered a body; a living entity.  The Apostle Paul wrote 
that, while we are individual members, we are one body, one spirit in Christ.  St. John’s Episcopal Church is both a 
body and a corporation in all of these mentioned ways.  We have a brand and an identity.  We are commissioned 
by Christ to make disciples of all people, to promote our identity.  The Number One way to do that is still word of 
mouth.  Secondly, is written publications, like this newsletter.  However, in this day and age, we cannot ignore the 
importance of electronic media to get the Word of God in front of people; and, if it means promoting St. John’s in the 
process, then so much the better.  I am in the process of retooling our church website.  When I first created our 
website, I created a monster that only I can control.  I am looking for at least two other people to help me develop a 
new website that this “team” can manage together.  I have spoken to Kathy Copas, our diocesan communications 
director, and she is willing to help us launch such a “user-friendly” website.  Not only do we have a brand, but we 
have content.  Content is all of our ministries and important events and celebrations that are worth sharing.  I am 
considering beginning to do audio recordings of my sermons to post on the new website. Then, if you like a sermon 
you can use Facebook or any other social media to drive people to see or hear, that content. The church website 
should be the hub of a wheel and all other social media the spokes that lead back to the website.  Even those    
people with ipads and other tablets and play words with friends can drive people to our website.  Anyone interested 
in helping to develop and manage the new website, please let me know soon. I want to have a meeting with Kathy 
Copas soon to get the ball rolling.  I would like for the new website to be up and running this summer. 
     The second issue is that it seems we might finally be moving in the direction of making St. John’s more handicap 
accessible.  Some significant changes are going to take place with the structure of the building.  Before anyone gets 
in a panic, let me remind everyone that there is an odd history to the construction of the building as it now stands. 
This would not be the first time that the building’ structure has been altered.  The entrance to the church will need 
some modification to accommodate a lift device; one of the parish hall bathrooms will need to be enlarged.  And, 
the path from the back of the church, through the sacristy into the parish hall to get to the bathroom will need to be 
altered.  I want to let everyone know that I support the idea of handicap accessibility.  The hope would be that the 
changes can be made in such a way that they make sense.  I am looking forward to hearing the plans. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, Allen+ 



Serving Christ In The Community For 160 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  
The Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick, Bishop 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mr. Bruce Dingman, Senior Warden 
Mr. Barry Cox, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Alex Jeffries, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Weekday Schedule  

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00a.m. 
Weekday Services during Lent 

Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Thursday, 8:30a.m. 

Friday morning Eucharist, 8:00-8:30a.m. 
Wednesday Evening Lenten Supper & Study 

6:00p.m. in the parish hall 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  Rite 13 Group  

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study & Choir  

Rehearsal, and PreK-4th Grade Sunday 

School Class 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 

Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

Look us up on the web at www.mvstjohns.org 
Also become our friend on Facebook: mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Mrs. Robin Price 
Monday through Friday 
8:00a.m. to Noon 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Home:  812-838-4406 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 



Leadership 

Parish Annual Meeting Highlights 

ELECTIONS & 
APPOINTMENTS 
 

Outgoing Vestry  
Members: 
Steve Burris, Diane Hancock, and Sue 
Webster were officially recognized for  
their three-year service on the vestry.   

 

Elected Members: 
Rosemary Harlow 
Gail Robb 
(All three year terms) 
 
 

Diocesan Convention: 
 

Delegates  Alternates 
 

Beth Dingman  Joetta Beebe 

Gail Robb   Earl Harlow 
 

Beth and Gail, as delegated to this year’s 

convention, will participate in the election of 

our next diocesan bishop. 

Appointment of Wardens, Treasurer & Vestry Clerk 
 

Senior Warden 
Bruce Dingman affirmed Father Allen’s request that he remain Senior Warden for 2016.   
 

Junior Warden 
At the February Retreat, the Vestry elected Barry Cox as the Junior Warden for 2016. 
 

Vestry Clerk 
Also at the Retreat, Alex Jeffries was elected to be the clerk of the vestry in 2016. 
 

Treasurer/Finance Committee 
Susan Harrison has agreed to continue as the church’s treasurer.  Bob Webster will 
continue to be involved as the Finance Committee Chairman.   
 
Thank you to every one of our ministry Chairs and those who volunteer their time to 
serve Christ in and through His Church. 

NEW COMPOSITION OF 

VESTRY & TENURE 
 

Bruce Dingman   2017 

Lydia Rutherford  2017 

Barry Cox    2018 

Alex Jeffries   2018 

Dana Taylor   2018 

Rosemary Harlow  2019 

Gail Robb    2019 

 
The parish bylaws were revised to create a 

vestry of “no fewer than seven members”. 

Check out the leaders page  

on our website at 

www.mvstjohns.org/leaders.htm 

and Ministries page at 

www.mvstjohns.org/ministries.htm 
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Treasurer’s Report 
      I hope all of you were able to participate in the governance of your parish by attending the Annual Meeting of St. John’s.  
For those of you who weren’t able to be there in person,  please take the time to look at the committee and officer reports 
online.  This is the way our members can have a voice in the direction of the mission of St. John’s parish.      
     First, let me express the tremendous gratitude of the Vestry and myself to our St. John’s pledge members.  All of you are 
the steady driving force behind the mission of St. John’s. We are also so very thankful to all those who donate so generously 
to support the operations of this church.  For 2016 the pledges to St. John’s total  $ 76,082.  Your continued dedication to the 
missions of this parish is just amazing.  The projected 2016 Budget for St. John’s is  $246,864.  This figure is based on our 
actual expenditures for 2015 which were  $245,773.  Our apportionment to the Diocese in 2015 was $31,356.  For 2016 our 
payment to the Diocese will be  $32,682.  After Fr. Allen’s salary, this represents the next largest expense in our annual 
budget.  Our Outreach Budget for 2016 is planned to be $31,000 and includes $ 7000 which is our basic annual fund raising 
for events such as Relay for Life, the special Lenten project and UTO.  We are donating $24,000 this year as our parish  
family tithe to multiple local charitable organizations. 
     I hope many of you will be able to attend the morning portion of the Vestry Retreat this year. It will be held in the Parish 
Hall beginning at 9am on Saturday, February 6.  We will be having a presentation by our hired professional consultant who 
works with churches to evaluate their mission within their service communities.  The new Vestry is hoping to gain some   
additional insight into how St. John’s might identify its gifts and put them to the best use in our community. We would       
welcome member participation in this program. 
     Thank you, God, for all Your blessings on this small but mighty church family.  We are so grateful for all the gifts which 
You have bestowed upon us.  Please send Your Holy Spirit to guide us as we strive to better serve You and Your Son, our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ,  every day. 
 

Susan Harrison,   Treasurer 

Junior Warden Report 
     Barry was handed over a pretty long list of tasks as 
our new Junior Warden.  He has already arranged to 
have a  lighting company come to the church to meet  
with him and Dana Taylor to discuss ways of gaining 
more light in the church without causing it to be too   
bright and sterile.   
      A few tasks on the list are also being addressed.  Late 
last fall Larry Horton contacted someone to fix holes in 
the north side of the church. This will hopefully be com-
pleted when the weather turns warmer.  Wabash Valley 
Tree Service has been contracted to remove the dead 
tree on the corner of the lot, plus grind out the stump.  
They were cautioned NOT to damage our new sidewalk 
or curb. A new Handicap sign has been placed directly in 
front of the church at the curb.  It was originally intended 
for a place for Alice Morris to park, but since she is no 
longer driving, it will still be helpful to get her in and out of 
church. 
     Last summer, the literature rack was moved from the   
parish hall to the library upstairs.  Father Allen asked that 
it be put back in the parish hall.  It is true that it is seldom 
used by members of the congregation, but it is a source 
of materials for visitors to our church.  The rack is going 
to be reduced in width and painted white to match the 
décor of the parish hall. 
     This is just a partial summary of items on the list.  If 
you see other issues with the building or grounds, please 
let Barry know about them. 

Senior Warden Reflections  
Some of you may know that the Vestry has asked Junior 
Warden Barry Cox to assemble technical and cost  
information on making our church and parish hall buildings 
more handicap accessible/friendly. This past Sunday I was 
involved in a discussion about this during coffee hour. One 
of the people involved stated that once you start down the 
road of making the facility more accessible, you will have to 
spend a lot of money to go all the way. 
That simply is not true. The Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) imposes requirements for handicap accessibility on 
public government buildings and on commercial buildings, 
including restaurants, bars, and other places of business. 
However, churches are specifically excluded from ADA re-
quirements. So, St. John’s can decide for ourselves what 
makes sense for us. 
The Vestry has not yet received a report from Barry and has 
set no guidelines or budgets. However, I personally know of 
at least one person who did not attend St. John’s when their 
mobility was reduced due to their health. None of us knows 
whether we will become less mobile or to what extent we will 
become immobilized. I for one do not want to feel I can’t 
come to church because I can’t get up the steps or can’t get 
my wheelchair into the bathroom. Therefore, I anxiously 
await the data on which to make a decision and I will support 
a reasonable expenditure to make our facility more  
accessible. I hope you feel the same.  
 

Bruce Dingman, Senior Warden 
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Education and Formation 
Wednesday Night 
Lenten Soup Supper 
& Program (Adults) 
 

February 17th—March 16th 

6:00 P.M. to 7:30 P.M. 
 

 

Reconciliation 
Lesson Titles: 

 

February 17th:   

Reconciliation between brothers  

(& sisters) 
 

February 24th:   

Reconciliation between  

husband & wife 
As depicted as the Church being  

the Bride of Christ 
 

March 2nd:   

Reconciliation after “throwing your 

friend under the bus” 
 

March 9th:   

Jesus reconciles Saul (the Persecutor) 

into Paul (the Apostle) 
 

March 16th:   

God so loved the World WAYCROSS  

Church Camp Applications 
The 2016 Waycross Summer Church Camp 
schedule and registration applications are 
posted exclusively on-line.   
 

www.waycrosscenter.org   
 

If you do not have access to a computer  
contact the church office to get a copy downloaded for 
you. If you would like to hear testimony about  Waycross 
Camp talk to veteran campers, Patrick, William, and Olivia 
Gerton.  Financial aid is available from both the diocese 
and St. John’s, so please do not let money be a deterrent. 
The Camp is open to youth ages 8 to 16. 

Sunday Studies of Luke  
No Adult Sunday School on: 

Palm Sunday, March 20th 

Easter Sunday, March 27th 
The study will pick up again on April 

3rd with Luke Chapter 18. For a copy of 

the schedule and study questions, please 

contact Father Allen. Or, just show up. 

EDUCATIONAL PLANNING 
St. John’s Christian Education Committee met on 
Sunday, February 7th.  Here is a summary of the   
topics discussed. 
Lent For Children:  There will be no formal program 
for the kids during the Wednesday night adult pro-
gram.  Instead, Lent-related activities will be available 
in the parish hall for any children who accompany 
their parents.  Also, Diane Stover put together a study 
guide for parents who wish to explain Lent to their 
children or grandchildren; available in the parish hall. 
Recognition Sunday:  Fr. Allen asked the committee 
to have the children be involved in the service and 
reception after the service.  The kids will take parts on 
the service, but it will follow a rather normal Eucharist 
service.  Bishop Cate is coming that day.  She will 
preach.  She will also be invited to partake in a coffee 
hour hosted by the kids, and games and activities in 
the lot across the street. 
VBS: Three options were discussed for a VBS this 
summer.  There is the possibility that St. John’s could 
hold a joint VBS with neighboring churches. A one-
day VBS, like last year, could be held at the park or 
St. John’s.  Or, a three or four Sunday sequential VBS 
could take place after July 4th and be scheduled from 
9:00 to 10:00 A.M.  
2016-2017 Curriculum: Based on Mark 8:27-30, 
“Who do you say that I am?” the children will spend 
the year studying all of the biblical names for Jesus 
and stories about those names. They will gain a better 
understanding of who Jesus is to us and to the world. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

2016  
Lenten Outreach 

PORK CHOP  
LUNCH  

FUNDRAISER 
Friday, April 29th 

 

Volunteers are needed on Thursday for prep 
work and on Friday to assemble and serve 
meals.  Please sign up in the parish hall or 
call the church office to let us know you  
can help this year. 

We had such a great response to last year’s Lenten program 
for Bees & Honey that the outreach committee decided to 
collect for this purpose again this year.  The difference?    
Last year we purchased the bees through Episcopal Relief 
and Development. This year we are supporting Heifer      
International. Beth Dingman is promising to have an even 
bigger and better display than last year! 

 

February 
FOOD  

PANTRY  
 

Canned Tuna 
 

MARCH 
FOOD PANTRY  

Canned Soup 
 

The Food Pantry  

needs canned tuna for 

February and canned 

soup for March. 
 

Place them in the round bin in the  

Parish Hall.  

Back By Popular Demand 

No St. John’s Relay Booth 
The decision was made in last year not to have a 

booth (tent) at the Relay event.  The consensus of 

the congregation was not have a booth again this 

year, but still hold the April fundraiser. 

“OUT OF SIGHT,  OUT OF MIND” 

BOX TOPS & LABELS 
Don’t forget that we are     
continuing to collect  
Box Tops for Education, 
Labels for Education,  
& IGA Brand UPC Bar 
Codes. The collection 
containers are in the  
parish kitchen. 
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Our Church & Community 

 

FRIDAY EUCHARISTS 
Every Friday morning during Lent 

8:00—8:30 AM 
Breakfast after the service 

 

PALM SUNDAY 
March 20th 
10:00 AM 

Palm Procession & Passion Gospel 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
March 24th 

6:00 PM 
 The Agape Meal will take place  

during the Eucharist in the parish hall. 
Communion will follow in the church. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
March 25th 

6:00 PM 
Way of the Cross and 

Reserve Sacrament Eucharist  
with Passion Gospel 

 

EASTER VIGIL 
March 26th 

7:00 PM 
(THE MOST HOLY OF NIGHTS) 

Lighting of New Fire &  
Paschal Candle.   

Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Eucharist  
(This is when Easter REALLY Begins) 

 

There will be a special reception  
after the Vigil featuring all of the food and 

drink items you gave up for Lent. 
 

EASTER DAY 
March 27th 
10:00 AM  

Holy Eucharist with  
Flowering of the Cross 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT FOLLOWING 
THE EASTER MORNING SERVICE 

Spring Clean Up Day 

April 10th After Service 
 

Bring your gloves and 

rakes to help spruce up 

the flower beds and 

church yard. 
 

A special note of thanks to Karen Lawson and 

Sue Webster for keeping the flower beautiful 

throughout the year; and to the Gertons and 

Colsons for lawn maintenance. 

Community 
GOOD FRIDAY  

SERVICE 
First Presbyterian Church 

120 East 6th Street 

12:05 p.m. to 12:55 p.m. 

EASTER CANDY 
As soon as Valentines day is over  
the Easter Candy will be 
stocked. It is not too early to 
be buying candy for our  
annual Easter Egg hunt.  
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Our Church & Community 

ASPIRATIONS 

1. Love Our Neighbors 

2. Bring Christ’s Message to the Community 

3. Reach the Unchurched 

4. Get past our fears of acceptance, become     

comfortable with those who are different 

5. Bring in Younger Members 

6. Become more visible/recognized in the         

community 

7. Become a spiritual presence vs. just a physical 

presence 

8. Sustainability for our church 

9. Become the best version of a small church 

10. More families become members of our church 

11. More facilities for our church 

12. A Sign for the Relay for life 

13. Better community use of our facilities 

14. Become a refuge for the helpless 

15. Develop a parish nurse program 

16. Help impoverished students 

17. Welcome 3 new families to town  

18. Welcome more children to our church 

19. Welcome more families to our church 

20. Develop more facilities for our church 

21. Develop food trailer/truck for church           

fundraising/outreach 

22. Use our facilities for the community 

23. Become a refuge for those in need 

24. Develop an after school program  

25. More community involvement 

26. Become a refuge for those in need 

As advertised since December, a guest speaker was hired to give a presentation for the first half of the 

Vestry Retreat on February 6th.  During the presentation two plenary exercises were performed in 

small groups of two or three.  The first exercise was to identify our Strengths, Opportunities,              

Aspirations, and Results (S.O.A.R.).  Listed below is the Aspirations.  During the second exercise the 

groups were asked to list ministries they would like to see Started, Stopped, and  Continued.  That list 

is also included below.  This was intended to be the beginning of a conversation of Who we are?; and, 

Who we are called to be? 

START 

 Elderly Ministry 

 Bring contemporary music to our church 

 Ice Cream Social for community on our lawn 

 Use of Popular music that includes God in 
our service – “I saw God Today….” 

 Install new lighting that highlights the altar 

 Community Use of Parish Hall 

 Install Handicap Accessible premises 

 Focus for outreach 

 Social Media Minded church 

 Utilize Technology for connecting with the 
community and possible new members 

 Develop a better connection of individual 
ministries to the identity of St. John’s 

 

STOP 

 Trying to bring back dead horses from the 
past 

 Creating new ministries that are not truly 
supported 

 Being unconscious about ministry life cycles 

 Eliminating Choir during summer 

 The 9am summer service 

 

CONTINUE 

 Progressive Dinner program 

 Children’s Education Program 

 Church Building Improvements 

 Outreach programs 

 Development and use of St. John’s apparel 

 To have a full time priest 

 To have diversity in our services 

 Working smarter not harder 

 The Extent of our outreach ministries 
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 Events & Celebrations 

March Dates to Remember 
02 —  Third Wednesday Night Lenten Soup Supper  

 & Program, 6:00p.m. 

06 —  Rose Sunday (Anglican Mothers’ Sunday) 

07 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry volunteer day 

09 —  Fourth Wednesday Night Lenten Soup Supper  

 & Program, 6:00p.m. 

13 — Daylight Savings Time begins 

13 — Fifth Sunday of Lent:  Service of Healing 

13 — Solarbron Holy Eucharist service at 1:45p.m. 

15 —  Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association meeting, 
 3:00 p.m. 

16 —  Last Wednesday Night Lenten Soup Supper & 
 Program, 6:00 p.m. 

17 — St. Patrick’s Day 

17 —  Vestry Meeting, 6:00p.m. 

21–25 — Mt. Vernon School District Spring Break 

19 — Fr. Allen to Executive Council meeting 

20 — Palm Sunday Service, 10:00 a.m. 

24 — Maundy Thursday Service, 6:00 p.m. 

25 — Good Friday Service, 6:00 p.m. 

26 — Easter Vigil Service, 7:00 p.m. 

27 — Easter Sunday Service, 10:00 a.m. 

March Birthdays: 
06 — Tim Steele 

07 — Jeff Colson 

11 — Rev. Allen Rutherford 

12 — Bill Gooden 

19 — Susan Gooden 

20 — Liam Sanders 

28 — Nicholas Akins 

March Anniversaries: 
23 — Dana & Jennifer Taylor 

February Birthdays: 
08 — Angie Wannemuehler 

14 — Elizabeth Dingman 

28 — Don Sobek 
 

February Anniversaries: 
16 — Bob & Sue Webster 

February Dates to Remember 
02 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry volunteer day 

06 —  Vestry Retreat Day 

07 —  Christian Education meeting after the service 

09 —  Shrove Tuesday Pancake & Sausage Supper, 

 6:00 p.m. 

10 —  Ash Wednesday Service, 6:00 p.m. 

14 —  Valentine’s Day 

14 — First Sunday of Lent (The Penitential Order & 

 Decalogue). 

15 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry volunteer day 

15 —  Presidents’ Day 

16 —  Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association meeting, 

 3:00 p.m. 

17 —  First Wednesday Night Lenten Soup Supper  

 & Program, 6:00 p.m. 

18 — Clergy Ember Day, Fr. Allen to Indy 

24 —  Second Wednesday Night Lenten Soup Supper & 

 Program, 6:00 p.m. 

29 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry volunteer day 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly  

let us know so we can update our files. 
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Our Kids Connected To God 

“Where’s my wise man?” 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

March 13th 
Daylight Saving Time 

Begins.   

 

Don’t forget to set 

you clocks to 

“Spring” forward. 


