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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 I am somewhat of an avid sports enthusiast.  I don’t know if other sports fans feel 

the same way that I do, but I have always felt a sense of seasonal confusion during the 

months of June and October.  I am somewhat of a purist and feel that sports have their 

seasons and should stay in their seasons.  So, it bothers me a little to be watching         

basketball in June when it is hot and baseball is in full swing.  Or, to be following baseball 

in late October when it feels more like football weather. 

 There is also a sense of seasonal confusion that takes place in the Church.  I’m not 

talking about the fact that retailers begin pushing Christmas immediately after Halloween 

and virtually ignore Thanksgiving.  It is also especially annoying to me that the Hallmark 

Channel started airing their 2019 Christmas Movies on October 26th, BEFORE Halloween.  

I’m more concerned about the seasonal confusion that we Christians experience (or 

should experience) in the month of December.  I have looked over all the Bible readings 

assigned for Advent and it is not until December 22nd, the Fourth Sunday of Advent that 

we hear anything about an infant.  Isaiah prophecies that “the young woman is with 

child, and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.” The gospel reading that day 

is Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus (Matthew 1:18-25). 

 Right after Thanksgiving, or after Halloween for some, the world and to an extent, 

the Church goes into Christmas mode, rather than Advent mode.  The confusion exists 

because we have two theological ideas occurring simultaneously during Advent. The 

Season of Advent is the time between the Already and the Not Yet.  The word Advent 

means coming.  The Season of Advent honors Christ’s first coming while at the same time 

we await his second coming. However, the world and the Church exacerbates the        

seasonal confusion by focusing more on a baby (the already) and less on a grown man, 

a God-Man, coming with great power and glory to set things right once and for all (the 

not yet).  St. John’s does a fair job of trying to avoid this seasonal confusion; we have the 

Advent wreath and we do not decorate the church for Christmas or put out the big 

manger scene until just before Christmas.  However, in our homes, we begin preparations 

for Christmas and not for Advent.  I don’t want to be a Grinch and steal Christmas. I have 

been recording Hallmark Christmas movies since Halloween to start watching after 

Thanksgiving. I’ll also decorate my house for Christmas AFTER Thanksgiving. 

 My hope for all of us is that we spend this Advent, seeking ways to unravel the   

seasonal confusion by outwardly, obligatorily preparing for Christmas (Christ’s first      

coming),  while inwardly in our hearts, we prepare for Christ’s second coming through 

joyous prayer, penitence, and servitude.  Christ calls us not to wait for his second coming 

by being inactive.  Let us turn this time of waiting into a time to renew our focus on     

making God’s kingdom a reality for those in need, right here, right now.   

 Maybe we can learn to avoid the seasonal confusion that occurs in the Church. In 

the meantime, I guess we will have to get used to wearing coats to baseball games in 

October and shorts to basketball games in June. 

 

Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 150 Years 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mount Vernon, Indiana 

Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 (FAX) 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday  
Robin Price, 8:00a.m. to Noon 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 
 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
StJohns Church or 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A Youth Group 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School (PreK-4th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Kim Steele, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Sue Webster, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

A member of The Confluence Neighborhood of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The  Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 
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Leadership 

2020 Pledge Cards 
Please turn in completed pledge cards as quickly as 
possible.  If you have misplaced your pledge card, 
please call or stop by the church  office to get  
another one; 812-838-5445.  Our Goal each year is to 
have all completed pledge cards turned in by the last 
week of December, so next year’s budget will closely 
reflect our potential pledge giving. 

New 2020 Vestry  

Members Needed 
 

It is time to start thinking about Vestry replacements. 
The two people going off of the vestry are Beth 
Dingman and Bill Gooden. It is their responsibility to find 
members to be nominated to fill their positions. If you 
feel called to serve on the Vestry, please talk to one of 
them.  

"I Smell Gas." 

 

Thanks to Karen Lawson for 
commenting that she smelled natural 
gas around the sanctuary of the 
church. Vectren was called to come and check for a leak. The 
gas sniffer device did detect natural gas venting from 
someplace around the sanctuary, and more specifically gas 
was detected coming out of the basement furnace vent pipe. 
Father Allen was unable to detect the smell of gas, until he 
opened the basement door for the Vectren technician, then 
the smell was plainly noticeable. The Vectren guy did some 
other investigative tests and determined that there was most 
likely a leak around the piping leading onto the furnace, and 
that the furnace itself seemed to be malfunctioning; not 
burning the natural gas efficiently enough.  
Brad Underwood, of Underwood Heating and Cooling, came 
to check out the furnace. Brad could not find any leak coming 
from the gas pipes. After further investigation, Brad 
discovered that during the foundation repair, or the church 
painting, the furnace exhaust pipe leading to the outside of 
the building had become disconnected. The smell was a 
combination of furnace exhaust fumes venting back into the 
basement, thus causing the furnace to not receive clean air to 
mix with the gas, which then caused the furnace to not burn 
the natural gas efficiently. Brad glued the pipe back in place 
and the problem was solved. 

     First of all I want to thank our members who have already 
turned in your pledge cards!  Getting this pledge drive 
underway is essential for the work to begin on St. John’s 
budget for 2020.  As I write that number, it just seems unreal!  
As always, the dedication of all our givers is the cornerstone of 
the outreach projects we accomplish in the community each 
year. In 2019 St. John’s was able to contribute over $30,000 to 
various local organizations and do a few projects which even 
reach out into the world.  This is what it means to walk in the 
Way of Jesus. As we are so blessed, so we bless others.  I 
know each of our St. John’s families will prayerfully consider 
what you believe you will be able to give in the coming year. 
Just fill out that pledge card, get it into the plate on Sunday or 
get it to Robin in the church office.  Next week Robin and I 
begin work in earnest on St. John’s budget for next year.  
Thank you, as always, for your generous support, each and 
everyone. 
     As part of the “office staff” of St. John’s, we are all SO 
EXCITED!  For the first time in nearly 10 years - we are about 
to get a new computer system for the operations of the church!  
Last month we were able to pay off our Diocesan loan18 
months early & it freed up $2,000 in the budget. The Vestry 
approved our proposal for a new office computer system and 
the hiring of an IT firm to handle the installation of the new 
equipment and the transfer of all the data from the old system 
to get us up and running.  This should all be accomplished by 
the end of the year. YAY! 
Thanks be to GOD & Merry Christmas to St. John’s! 
     Just to bring everyone up to date. The parish has now paid 
off all the money we had borrowed from the diocese 3 years 
ago to replace the roof and all the lighting in the sanctuary. We 
have also paid off CSB bank for all their rapid assistance when 
we discovered the house at 612 Mulberry was going up for 
Sheriff sale MUCH earlier than we had anticipated.  Our entire 
indebtedness is currently a new Diocesan loan for $40,000, 
which is the total amount we currently owe on the 612 
Mulberry house. This loan will be paid off as the next 2 years 
of our Capital Campaign continues. All the work that has been 
completed on the house during 2019 has been paid for and 
now the house has been stabilized to the point that it can 
“rest” until Spring.  Then the congregation can move forward 
with further rehabilitation of the house. 
     This small but mighty church family has been through many 
trials during the past year.  We are all so grateful when we 
discover just how much we can depend on one another during 
difficult times and on God.  How empty our lives would be 
without our blood families, our church family and our Faith 
Family through our Savior Jesus Christ and the Body of His 
believers.  We are SO blessed. Thank you, Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit to guide our way each and every day.  
        Wishing all of you the MOST Merry Christmas and a 
Blessed New Year ! 

Susan Harrison, Treasurer   

TREASURER’S NOTES  
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Education and Formation 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 

 

All the children and teen classes will 
meet on Sunday, December 22nd for 
last minute pageant preparations at 
9:00a.m. 
 

All Sunday school classes will not 
meet on December 29th. 
  

CLASSES WILL RESUME ON 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 5TH. 

greening of the 
church  

SATURday, 
December 21st 

8:30AM 

Journey in Faith  
 

JIF is taking a break in December and 

will return on January 8th. 

2019 CHRISTMAS 

Pageant 
 

Sunday 

December 22nd 
Immediately after the  

worship service 
 

The pageant directors and children are hard at work 
learning lines and singing songs for this year’s pageant.  
The pageant will be held on Sunday morning, December 
22nd following the Eucharist service.  The first part of the 
service will be the celebration of the Last Sunday of 
Advent with Holy Communion. The Pageant will usher in 
the Christmas season. We are all looking forward to a 
wonderful children’s rendition of the birth of our savior, 
Jesus Christ.  Thank you to our dedicated teachers who 
helped with the pageant. 

CROSSING THE JORDAN 

Father Allen's class has spent this fall working their 

way through the Old Testament. The Israelites 

escaped slavery in Egypt. Moses received the Ten 

Commandments from God on the Mountain. The 

Israelites built the tabernacle to worship God in the 

desert. Then, after 40 years, they were ready to 

cross the Jordan into the Promised Land. God 

helped the people of Israel cross the Jordan River 

without getting their feet wet. Our Sunday school 

kids helped Teddy Grahams cross a river without 

getting blue frosting on their feet. 
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Our Diocese 

OUR DIOCESAN CONVENTION DELEGATION 

Father Allen, Bill Gooden, and Beth Dingman represented 
St. John’s at the 2019 Diocesan Convention held in          
Bloomington on November 15th & 16th. Brian Nichols     
could not attend because of illness, so Beth filled his spot. 
Below is a list of business conducted and things learned. 
 

Elections 

This was the year that our convention elected both clergy 
and lay deputies to the next General Convention which will 
take place in 2021. These elected positions are highly        
coveted and their were a lot of nominees from which to        
select. It took eight rounds of balloting to finally fill all the 
spots. Father Allen was elected to the Ecclesiastical 
Disciplinary Board. This Board acts as a court of church law for priests. This will be the third 
time Allen has been elected to this position. The Board rarely if ever has to meet. 
 

Diocesan Constitution Change 
To change the Constitution of our diocese a proposed change must be approved at two      
consecutive conventions. A change passed the first time this year to allow a select number of 
high school youth of our diocese to have seat, voice, and vote in future conventions. 
 

Diocesan Resolutions 
Resolution #1: renews and affirms our mission partnership with the Diocese of Brasilia in     
Brazil. Our diocese is also working to raise funds to help Brasilia build a community center 
with a sports complex. The hope of the center is to give the youth a safe place to gather.       
On a side note, the Global Missions Committee gave a presentation on the continuing 
missionary work being done at St. Andres School in Mitton, Haiti. 
Resolution #2: This was a rather contentious resolution that mandates that all congregations 
in our diocese familiarize themselves with the Opioid drug crisis in their community, and for 
each parish to have NARCAN on their premises. The original General Convention resolution 
on this issue “encouraged” congregations to take these steps. Bill and Father Allen              
vehemently argued against making the resolution mandatory. They both lost the debate. The 
resolution was approved as written, but does not take effect until 2021. At this point there is no 
punishment associated with not following through on the resolution. 
 

Safeguarding God’s Children, Safeguarding God’s People 
The diocese is preparing to make significant changes to the on-line Safeguarding training    
programs. Beth attended a workshop on the topic and brought back information. Our parish 
will be reviewing the information in the near future to see what changes we need to make to 
be in compliance. 
 

Last Call to Register for the Waycross CCD 
Diocesan Canon Rev. Kristin White and Father Allen co-hosted 
a workshop to promote next summer’s College of 
Congregational Development being held at Waycross. This first 
College in our diocese is being limited to 50 students.  If anyone 
from St. John’s wants to attend this College to assist Father 
Allen in ministry at St. John’s then registration needs to happen 
ASAP! Contact Father Allen for details. 
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Our Church and Community 

The 
Cookie 
Exchange 
is Back! 
 

 The Women’s Guild has decided to continue  

the cookie exchange. Simply bake two dozen 

(or more) cookies to bring to the church on 

Sunday, December 15th.  The cookies are put 

out on tables during coffee hour, you can mix 

and match as many varieties of  homemade 

cookies to equal a dozen as you desire for your 

holiday pleasure.  

$4 a dozen to take home. 

Know anyone who needs a 

Bible? 
 

Ron and Diane Stover gave a donation to St. John's 

in memory of Steve Burris. The money was 

designated to purchase Bibles to give to anyone in 

need of one. A case of 16 Bibles was purchased 

with the donation. The county jail ministry can 

only take soft back Bibles. The purchased Bibles 

are hardback NIV translation. They are basic Bibles, 

not study Bibles.  If you know of an individual who 

can use a Bible or any worthy organization that 

can get these Bibles into the hands of people in 

need, please contact Father Allen. 

CELEBRATION OF THE 
REVELATION OF  

JESUS CHRIST  
TO THE COMING MAGI 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 5th 
 

 Processing the Wise Men to the Creche 

 Three Kings Bread 

 Goodies placed in children’s empty 
shoes 

 A piñata for the children to break 

THREE 
KINGS 

 PARTY  

Yard Work Day 
 

Thank You  
to everyone who helped rake leaves, 
and pick up tree limbs and twigs on 

our properties. 

Classic Christmas 

Movies 
How many of these have you seen? 

If you are tired of watching Hallmark Christmas movies, 

which have been airing on television since Halloween and 

you want to branch out to watch some classic movies, here 

is a list of classic Christmas movies.  This is not an 

extensive list. Some of these movies have been re-made in 

the last 20 years or so. 

A Christmas Carol – 1938  (Reginald Owen) 

The Shop Around the Corner – 1940  (Jimmy Stewart, 

Margaret Sullavan) 

Remember the Night – 1940  (Fred McMurray, Barbara 

Stanwyck) 

Holiday Inn – 1942  (Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire, Marjorie 

Reynolds, Virginia Dale) 

Christmas in Connecticut – 1945 (Dennis Morgan, 

Barbara Stanwyck) 

It’s a Wonderful Life – 1946  (Jimmy Stewart, Donna 

Reed) 

Miracle on 34th Street – 1947  (Edmund Gwenn, Natalie 

Wood) 

It Happened on Fifth Avenue – 1947  (Don DeFore, Ann 

Harding) 

The Bishop’s Wife – 1947  (Carey Grant, Loretta Young) 

Three Godfathers – 1948  (John Wayne) 

Holiday Affair – 1949  (Robert Mitchum, Janet Leigh) 

A Christmas Carol – 1951  (Alastair Sim) 



The Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association held its 2019 
Community Thanksgiving Service at Point Township 
Church of the Nazarene on Sunday evening, November 
17th. The people of Point Church were gracious hosts as 
usual. This was truly a community service with several 
pastors and congregations involved in the service and 
many choir members providing music. Sharon Cox and 
Adam McCloud helped with the congregational singing, 
and Julie Cotner and Frank Liberti led the choir.  
A reception was held after the service.  
Thank you to Tammy Weatherford for providing cookies 
as St. John's offering for the reception. It was estimated 
that approximately 50 people were in attendance, not 
counting ministers and choir members. This was 
considered good for a service held out in the country 
after dark. Several members of St. John's were in 
attendance. S
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HOLIDAY 
SERVICE 

SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

December 22nd 
 Sunday Morning 

Holy Eucharist with Christmas Pageant 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

December 24th—Tuesday 
Christmas Eve Service 

A service of Lessons and Carols with 
Holy Communion 10:00 p.m. 

 
 
 

THERE WILL BE NO SERVICE ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY!! 

 
 

December 29th  
First Sunday After Christmas 

Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 

THERE WILL BE NO SERVICE ON 
NEW YEAR’S DAY!! 

 

Our Church and Community 
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Reaching Out To Others 

Thank You  
to everyone who took empty 

shoeboxes and brought them back 

filled. We also received $18.00 in 

donations to help with shipping 

costs.   

Thank You to everyone who 
donated items for the  
Christmas On The River 
ministry.   
Also, a big thank you to 
everyone who took the time to 
create Christmas Cards.   
157 Cards were made.  
As usual, Reverend Baldridge 
expressed his amazement at 
how generous we are to the 
River Ministry. 

Disguised as coins, these fighters are ready 
to lend their aid to the Episcopal Fund for 
Human Need (EFHN).  For once, they work 

together.  The total number gathered is 
$312.50. 

 

Thank You to everyone who brought your cash 
and coins for the EFHN Buckets with the 

changing of the clocks. 
 

Note: After all the coins were seperated into their 
respective denominations and stacked, Father Allen 
stated that the neatly stacked silver coins looked like 
Star Wars Imperial Storm Troopers and the pennies 

looked like Rebel Forces.  
 

#starwarsgeekpriest 



december 

FOOD PANTRY  

Baking Items 
 

The Food Pantry needs baking 
items: such as cake mixes, flour, 

sugar, etc. 
 

Place them in the round bin in the 

Parish Hall.  
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Reaching Out To Others 

 

CHRISTMAS 
GIFT 
ASSISTANCE   
PROGRAM 

      
 

We are sponsoring sixteen (16) children 
from eight (8) families.  
Please bring the wrapped gifts by 
Sunday, December 15th so they can be 
blessed.  Again this year the gifts will be 
taken to Trinity United Church of Christ 
for the families to pick up. Instead of 
collecting food items, St. John’s will be 
donating $26 per family to Trinity to pay 
for food boxes. 

HELPING TRINITY U.C.C. 
WITH CHRISTMAS 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
Volunteers are needed at Trinity Church to 
help organize food baskets, Christmas   
presents and in the distribution of presents 
to families who come to Trinity to pick  
them up.  
 
Tuesday, December 17th 
This first evening is when the food baskets 
will be assembled beginning at 6:00p.m.  
Approximately 155 boxes of various food 
items to make a holiday meal will be      
assembled. 
 
Wednesday, December 18th 
The second evening is the "Wrap Up Party" 
beginning at 5:00p.m. Some of the last  
minute presents dropped off by local   
businesses and organizations will need to 
be wrapped.  Also, on this evening the  
presents that are wrapped and marked are 
bundled or bagged together and organized 
so that it is fast and easy to retrieve them 
when the families come to pick them up.  
 
Thursday, December 19th 
On Thursday and Friday, December 13th 
and 14th volunteers are needed to help  
retrieve the packages and distribute them 
to the families when they show up at   
Trinity.  On Thursday (13th) the pick up 
time is from 3:00 to 6:00P.M. 
 
Friday, December 20th 
On Friday the pick up time is from 
9:00A.M. to 11:00 A.M.  
 
Either contact Father Allen to volunteer, or 
just show up at Trinity U.C.C. on the 
corner of 5th and Mulberry Street to help 
on these days. 

December Outreach Recipients:    
 

River Bend Food Pantry will receive $750 to 

provide emergency assistance to people in 

our community.  Another $500 will go to 

Gilda’s Club. $500 is designated for Big 

Brothers/Big Sisters.  
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Events & Celebrations 

December Birthdays: 
08 — Jeff Robb 

10 — Diane Stover 

10 — Tammy Weatherford 

17 — Patrick Gerton 

19 — Judy Maurer 

25 — Wayne Harlow 
 

December Anniversaries: 
(None that we know about??) 
 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly let us know 

so we can update our files. 

December 2019 
01 — First Sunday of Advent  

02 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry volunteer 

 day 

04 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

08 — St. Nicholas visitation to St. John’s 

08 or 15 —Christmas Present Ingathering for 

 Christmas Assistance Program 

13 — Clergy meeting at Waycross 

15 — Third Sunday of Advent, Rose Sunday 

16 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry volunteer 

 day 

17 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association meeting 

19 —  Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in parish hall 

21 —  Greening of the church, 8:30 a.m. 

22 — Holy Eucharist for Fourth Sunday of  

 Advent, with Christmas Pageant 10:00 a.m. 

24 — Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols with  

 Eucharist  10:00 p.m. 

24 — Church office closed 

25 — Christmas Day, 9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 service  (church office closed) 

29 — First Sunday after Christmas 10:00 a.m. Holy 

 Eucharist 

29 — MVMA Fifth Sunday Rally Worship Service, 

 6:00 p.m. at First Christian Church. 

30 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry volunteer 

 day 

31 — Church office closed 

 

January 1st, New Years Day: Church office closed 

This is not an exact recipe. You can adjust the quantity of 
ingredients to suit your taste. 
 
Ingredients: 
 

½ lb. bacon diced 
1 cup chopped onions 
1 cup chopped red pepper 
1 cup chopped green pepper 
2 cups hot dogs or smoked sausage 
2 cans dark red kidney beans drained 
1 can tomato sauce 
4 oz. shredded Colby or Cheddar cheese 
1 Tbp. chili powder 
Salt and pepper to taste 
 
Instructions: 

In a large skillet, cook bacon to light crispy brown and set 
aside, saving the bacon drippings. In about 2 to 3 tbsp. of 
the saved drippings sauté the vegetables. Add the cooked 
bacon back into the skillet along with the remainder of the 
ingredients. Simmer until the hot dogs or sausage are 
heated and the cheese is melted. If you are not a bean 
lover, only use one can. If you are a bacon and/or cheese 
lover, you can add more of each. This dish can be eaten 
like a soup, or be ladled onto English muffins, corn bread, 
biscuits, or Texas toast. 
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


