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Allen+ 

“No one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise, 

the skins will burst and spoil the wine; but new wine is 

put into new wineskins and so both are preserved.” 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ     
 

     Thank you to Gracie Bell, Robin Price, Rachel Price and all those who helped in organizing and implementing our 
congregational discernment meetings this fall.  I personally consider them a great success. Our consultants even got 
into the “themed” party spirit at the last meeting and dressed in Hawaiian shirts. It will take me some time to look 
through all of the various poster sheets filled with ministry suggestions for St. John’s.  We did accomplish what we 
set out to do, which was identify major projects that we believe will have a  positive impact on the future of St. 
John’s.  We narrowed our focus of ideas to five projects, then voted to narrow that down further to three. At our third 
and final meeting, we made a case for why we would support these  projects.  That information is currently  being 
put into a document entitled “Case For Support.” These three meetings encompassed Phase I of a process that 
could lead to a capital campaign. 
 

Phase II —The Feasibility Study 
The second phase of the process is for every willing parish member and family to meet one-on-one with our 
consultants. These interviews will be confidential. Not even I will know what is said in private. However, the 
combined input from these interviews will determine the feasibility of proceeding with ALL or SOME of our three 
projects. It will also be a chance to let the consultants know your thoughts on the importance of these projects on the 
future ministry of St. John’s.  Brian Nichols, a member of the parish campaign team, has diligently worked to contact 
every member of the congregation to set up interviews.  
Interviews are scheduled over four days, Monday, December 3rd through Thursday, December 6th. 
We have tried to set up times that will fit with everyone’s schedules.  If you somehow did not get contacted and still 
want to interview with the consultants, please let me know ASAP to make that happen. The final feasibility report will 
take some time for the consultants to draft, so there are opportunities for you to be heard, even after the interview 
days have expired. I want to make it perfectly clear that we are not to the point of literally asking for money. What we 
need to know is your willingness to support these projects. 
 

“Won’t You Be My Neighbor” 
At the diocesan convention recently concluded, a resolution was passed to suspend the diocesan canons regarding 
the deanery structure. This resolution allows a two-year period for the Executive Council (E.C.) to “experiment” with 
restructuring the way congregations are regionally grouped and how they work together in collaborative ministry.  
The title “Deanery” is going to be hard to replace, but the E.C. has adopted the term “Neighborhood.” So, instead of 
being the Southwest Deanery, we will be called the Southwest Neighborhood. Mr. Rogers envisioned a 
neighborhood where everyone knows each other and works together to assist each other in times of need; and to 
work with other neighborhoods to make one big global neighborhood.  That is what is being envisioned in our 
diocese.  Stay tuned over the next two years to see how these experiments and changes affect St. John’s and our 
relationship with our Episcopal neighbors in southwest Indiana. 
 

REJECT 
I recently attend an eye opening workshop based on a documentary film entitled, REJECT: The Science of 
Belonging.  This documentary combines true events, social sciences, physiological and medical sciences to 
understand the effects of children being bullied and/or ostracized. I thought this workshop and documentary 
dovetailed with the   suicide awareness workshop I attended last spring. Children that are ostracized can grow up to 
commit suicide or become school shooters.  I contacted the company distributing the documentary and ordered a 
copy for St. John’s. Please stay tuned for a future day and time for this film to be made available to the congregation 
and the community. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 150 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The Episcopal Church; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and 

Welcome 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems 
of injustice  

 Provide resources for lay leaders 
and clergy for the Church of 
today and tomorrow. 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mount Vernon, Indiana 

Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday  
Robin Price, 8:00a.m. to Noon 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home:  812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 
 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
StJohns Church or 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00a.m. 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  Rite 13 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School (PreK-4th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

Your 

diocesan 

convention 

delegation 

hard at work 

deliberating 

critical 

resolutions to 

vote upon.  
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Leadership 

Treasurer’s Notes 
 

          Here we are again at the end of another year. I 

mentioned to my grandmother one time about how 

fast time seemed to be passing.  She was 97. She 

said “you ain’t seen nothing yet!” 

Amen to that!  Let me start by acknowledging the 

tremendous level of participation we have been 

receiving from the whole congregation during the 

initial assessment phases of our Capital Campaign 

project.  Thank you all for so readily signing up for 

your interviews with our consultants. The higher the 

level the participation -- the more accurate the final 

report will be.  Please know that we need feedback 

from each and every one of you to make this thing 

work. Be honest. 

     As always, at this time of year, you should have 

received your stewardship letter from Fr. Allen along 

with your pledge cards for 2019.  Let me mention 

something here:  your annual pledge (or faith giving) 

is separate from any potential Capital Campaign we 

might decide to undertake.  Your offerings are used 

for the general operating expenses of St. John’s, to 

pay the salaries of our staff; and a tenth goes to the 

social service agencies we support.  Please take the 

time to decide how best your family can continue to 

support the operations of the church and our many 

valuable community outreach projects. Your 

continued dedication to the mission of this small but 

mighty congregation is the cornerstone of St. John’s 

as we strive to walk in the way of our Savior, Jesus 

Christ.  And, just one more reminder, that all pledges 

and contributions you want credited to your 2018 

giving, need to be in the church office by Sunday, 

December 30, in time to get them into the bank. 

      In two weeks, Robin and I are going to begin the 

rough draft for the 2019 budget.  We have to have all 

the numbers plugged into Church Windows before the 

“year changes” so that Robin doesn’t run into 

problems as we begin the actual church operations in 

2019.  Prompt return of your pledge cards will be 

GREATLY appreciated! 

     Once again, thanks to you ALL for everything you 

do to support this parish.  As we are so blessed, so 

we bless others.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Susan Harrison,  Treasurer 

   

Senior Warden Encouragements 
 

THE AMAZING STAR 
 

Have you ever imagined that the Star of Bethlehem 
is the exact star that you observe directly above 
your house on Christmas Eve?  Well, I think about 
this every year and smile with love and joy in 
anticipation of the celebration of Christ’s birth. 
 

“My star” becomes the very same star that brightly 
shines over the Manger pointing to Jesus’ first crib, 
the night that he was born, very real and beautiful.   
 

Jesus’ birth initiated His earthly pathway....God’s 
Plan of Salvation has its beginning! 
Humanity’s sinful nature now has a Savior, Human, 
yet Devine; God’s Only Son sent from Heaven.  
Jesus will eventually bear the burdens of all on the 
cross of Calvary.   
Love so Amazing!  Love so Devine! 
 

Now, returning to the Glorious Star  
What a beautiful site....Jesus’ Birth 
Announcement!  The Light of the World! 
Look for it on Christmas Eve.  Say a prayer of 
rejoicing in the Baby born to save the world!   
 

BORN IS THE KING OF ISRAEL 
 

God bless you always 
Go in Peace 
Keep the Faith 
Serve the Lord 
 

 Merry Christmas to all, 
 With love and joy in Jesus’ Birth, 
 Gail 
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Education and Formation 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 

All Sunday school classes will not 
meet on December 23rd and 30th. 
 

All the children and teen classes will 
meet on Sunday, December 23rd for 
last minute pageant preparations at 
9:00a.m. 
  

CLASSES WILL RESUME ON 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 6TH. 

greening of the 
church  

SATURday, 
December 22ND 

8:30AM 

Journey in Faith  
Adult Inquirer’s Class 

Dec. 5th, 6:00PM 
St. John’s is hosting a joint presentation and 

discussion, with St. Stephen’s, New Harmony. 

The topic that will be presented by Rev. Dr. Beth 

Macke and Father Allen will be; “Defining 

ministry in the context of Advent and the Gospel 

of Luke—What is Ministry.” 

The Journey in Faith  group will hold this study 

on Wednesday evening, December 5th beginning 

at 6:00 p.m. with a light supper in the parish hall 

at St. John’s.  Journey in Faith is open to anyone 

who wants to know more about the Bible, Church 

traditions, and their faith.  Seekers and seasoned 

scholars are both welcome!  A sign up sheet is 

posted on the bulletin board in the parish hall. 

2018 CHRISTMAS 

Pageant 
 

Sunday 

December 23rd 
Immediately after the  

worship service 
 

The pageant directors and children will be hard at 
work learning lines and singing songs for this 
year’s pageant.  The pageant will be held on 
Sunday morning, December 23rd following the 
Eucharist service.  The first part of the service will 
be the celebration of the Last Sunday of Advent 
with Holy Communion. The Pageant will usher in 
the Christmas season. This year’s pageant has 
been a closely guarded secret; but we are all 
looking forward to a wonderful children’s rendition 
of the birth of our savior, Jesus Christ.  Thank you 
to our dedicated teachers who helped with the 
pageant. 
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Congregational Discernment 
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2019 Pledge Cards 
Please turn in completed pledge cards as quickly as 
possible.  If you have misplaced your pledge card, 
please call or stop by the church  office to get  
another one; 812-838-5445.  Our Goal each year is to 
have all completed pledge cards turned in by the last 
week of December, so next year’s budget will closely 
reflect our potential pledge giving. 

Our Church and Community 

HEART-FELT 

THANK YOU 

THANK YOU to everyone who 
participated in the Congretional 

Discernment meetings. Whether you 
attended one of them or all of them, I am 

glad you offered your input in the 
discussions and frivolity. 

New 2019 Vestry  

Members Needed 
 

It is time to start thinking about Vestry replacements. 
The two people going off of the vestry are Rosemary 
Harlow and Gail Robb. It is their responsibility to find 
members to be nominated to fill their positions. If you 
feel called to serve on the Vestry, please talk to one of 
them.  

The Cookie Exchange 
is Back by 
Popular  
Demand! 
 After a few years hiatus, the Women’s Guild 

has decided to bring back the cookie exchange. 

Simply bake two dozen (or more) cookies to 

bring to the church on Sunday, December 9th.  
$4 a dozen to take home, or $25 per cookie to 

sample during coffee hour. 
The cookies are put out on tables during coffee 
hour and for only a dozen you can mix and 
match as many varieties of  homemade cookies 
as you desire for your holiday pleasure.  

Notice of Congretional 

Meeting for a Proposed 

Revision to the Parish 

Constitution 
 

On Sunday, December 2nd, during our morning worship 
service, a discussion and vote will be taken to consider 
making a change to the parish Constitution to compliment 
a recently revised diocesan canon. 
Please make every effort to attend the worship service on 
Sunday, December 2nd to participate in this discussion and 
vote. 
 

What is the change? 
The diocesan canons (and our parish Constitution) state 
that a member of the vestry can only serve a three-year 
term then must sit out a year before being eligible to serve 
another three-year term.  The new canon allows a vestry 
member to serve two consecutive three-year terms. The 
vestry member wishing to serve a second term must still 
be nominated and elected for the second term at the 
parish annual meeting. This canon change still requires 
members to take a break after serving six years. 
 

Consideration for St. John’s to adopt the new rule. 
The rule regarding term length of vestry members at St. 
John’s is written in the parish Constitution (Article IV, 
Section 5). Unlike a parish by-law that can be amended by 
a vestry vote, the parish Constitution require a 
congregational vote (Article IX). 

CELEBRATION OF THE 
REVELATION OF  

JESUS CHRIST  
TO THE COMING MAGI 

 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 6th 
 

 Processing the Wise Men to the Creche 

 Three Kings Bread 

 Goodies placed in children’s empty shoes  

 A piñata for the children to break 

THREE 
KINGS  

 PARTY 
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HOLIDAY 
SERVICE 

SCHEDULE 
 
 
 

December 23rd 
 Sunday Morning 

Holy Eucharist with Christmas Pageant 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

December 24th—Monday 
Christmas Eve  
Night Service 

A service of Lessons and Carols with 
Holy Communion 10:00 p.m. 

 
 

THERE WILL BE NO SERVICE ON 
CHRISTMAS DAY!! 

 

December 30th  
First Sunday After Christmas 
Morning Prayer 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

THERE WILL BE NO SERVICE ON 
NEW YEAR’S DAY!! 

 
Father Allen will be on vacation from 

Christmas Day until January 2nd. 

Our Church and Community 

Yard Work Day 
 

Thank You to everyone who helped 
rake leaves, clean up the flower beds, 
trim bushes, and pick up tree limbs 
and twigs. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

Thank You  
to everyone who took empty 

shoeboxes and brought them back 

filled. We also received $154.00 in 

donations to help with shipping 

costs.   

Thank You to everyone who 
donated items for the  
Christmas On The River 
ministry.   
Also, a big thank you to 
everyone who took the time to 
create Christmas Cards.   
100 Cards were made.  
As usual, Reverend Baldridge 
expressed his amazement at 
how generous we are to the 
River Ministry. 

Wally has become a celebrity since his book was 
published. He is on a cross-country book signing 
tour.  Wally made a cameo appearance at our first 
discernment meeting in September.   
Wally is scheduled to show up for the christmas 
season starting December 22nd.  Wally’s book is 
out of print, but copies can be re-ordered if there 
is sufficient interest. 



december 

FOOD 

PANTRY  

Baking Items 
 

The Food Pantry needs baking items: such 
as cake mixes, flour, sugar, etc. 

 

Place them in the round bin in the Parish 
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Reaching Out To Others 

 

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
ASSISTANCE   
PROGRAM 
      

We are sponsoring      
thirteen children from 
six families.  
Please bring the 
wrapped gifts by 
Sunday, December 9th 
so they can be blessed.   
Again this year the gifts will be taken 
to Trinity United Church of Christ for 
the families to pick up. 

HELPING TRINITY U.C.C. 
WITH CHRISTMAS 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
Volunteers are needed at Trinity Church to 
help organize food baskets, Christmas   
presents and in the distribution of presents 
to families who come to Trinity to pick  
them up.  
 
Tuesday, December 11th 
This first evening is when the food baskets 
will be assembled beginning at 6:00p.m.  
Approximately 155 boxes of various food 
items to make a holiday meal will be      
assembled. 
 
Wednesday, December 12th 
The second evening is the "Wrap Up Party" 
beginning at 5:00p.m. Some of the last  
minute presents dropped off by local   
businesses and organizations will need to 
be wrapped.  Also, on this evening the  
presents that are wrapped and marked are 
bundled or bagged together and organized 
so that it is fast and easy to retrieve them 
when the families come to pick them up.  
 
Thursday, December 13th 
On Thursday and Friday, December 13th 
and 14th volunteers are needed to help  
retrieve the packages and distribute them 
to the families when they show up at   
Trinity.  On Thursday (13th) the pick up 
time is from 3:00 to 6:00P.M. 
 
Friday, December 14th 
On Friday the pick up time is from 
9:00A.M. to 11:00 A.M.  
 
Either contact Father Allen to volunteer or 
get more information, or just show up at 
Trinity U.C.C. on the corner of 5th and 
Mulberry Street to help on these days. 

December Outreach Recipients:    
Family Matters will receive $1,000 to provide 

emergency assistance to people in our  

community.  Another $500 will go to the Christian 

Church Daycare Center. $500 is designated for 

Posey County Young Life. Posey County Humane 

Society will receive $425.  

   BUCKET 

   BRIGADE 
 

 

Thank You to everyone who brought your cash 
and coins for the EFHN Buckets with the changing 

of the clocks. 
 

$336.00 was collected!!! 
Special thanks to Brian Nichols and Father Allen 

for helping count & roll all those coins! 



December Dates  
to Remember 
02 — First Sunday of Advent, St. Nicholas  

 visitation to St. John’s 

03 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry  

 volunteer day 

05 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

05 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall 6:00 p.m. 

09 — Christmas Present Ingathering  

09 — Women’s Guild—Cookie Exchange 

16 — Third Sunday of Advent, Rose Sunday 

17 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry 

 volunteer day 

18 — Ministerial Association meeting at  

 St. John’s, 2:30 p.m. 

20 —  Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in parish hall 

22 —  Greening of the church, 8:30 a.m. 

23 —  10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist for Fourth 

 Sunday of Advent. Christmas Pageant. 

24 — 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Lessons and 

 Carols with Holy Eucharist 

25 — Christmas Day, No Service  

 (church office closed). 

30 — First Sunday after Christmas 10:00 a.m. 

 Morning Prayer 

31 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry 

 volunteer day 
 

Father Allen will be on vacation from December 
25th until Wednesday January 2nd. 

 
 

January 6 — Epiphany Sunday, Children process 
 Magi to the Creche during Holy Eucharist, 
 Three Kings Party during coffee hour. 
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Events & Celebrations 

December Birthdays: 
08 — Jeff Robb 

10 — Diane Stover 

10 — Tammy Weatherford 

17 — Patrick Gerton 

19 — Judy Maurer 

25 — Wayne Harlow 
 

December Anniversaries: 
(None that we know about??) 
 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly let us know so 

we can update our files. 

This is a fun activity to make with kids. 
Use any of your favorite trail mix ingredients 
such as: 
 

 Cashews 
 Walnuts 
 Peanuts 
 Almonds 
 Shelled sunflower seeds 
 Pumpkin seeds 
 Flax seeds 
 Pretzels 
 Raisins 
 Other dried fruit 
 Chocolate chips 
 Carob chips 
 M&Ms 
 Yogurt-covered raisins 
 
 

Directions: 
Combine your choice of the above ingredients, 
using your desired quantities, in a bowl and mix 
until evenly combined. Scoop about one cup of 
the trail mix into individual sacks, such as 
cellophane baggies, brown-paper pastry bags or 
simple burlap sacks you've sewn, as pictured. 
Tie the bags shut with a red or green ribbon. 
Optional: Add a tag to each bag that says 
"reindeer snacks," perhaps with each child's 
name on it, too. 

Robin’s great-nephew Eli &  
a reindeer he saw at the library  
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


