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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

This month’s newsletter is jam packed with articles and photos. Robin and I could have stretched this 
edition out to several more pages, but we decided to hold off publishing some of the January events. I 
wanted to share a couple thoughts and musings that might not have made it into the following pages. 
 

The Christmas Spirit Comes Early To St. John’s: In late September, I was actually looking ahead to 
November. Not that October events weren’t important, but I was looking ahead  to what was planned for      
outreach giving in November. Within a month’s span, we would have collections for Episcopal Fund For 
Human Need (EFHN) with our shiny new  buckets; we would be collecting items for the Seaman’s 
Church Institute’s Christmas on the River; we would be collecting filled shoeboxes for Samaritan's Purse 
Operation Christmas Child; and we would be offering gift tags for the Posey County Christmas            
Assistance Program. Then, on top of all that, Rev. Kempton Baldridge filled in as supply priest for me in 
late October and asks for St. John’s to make hand-made Christmas cards for a particular ship on his 
prayer list. “Yikes!”  “Had we scheduled too much? Would you come through?”  I have always been 
proud of this parish and its generosity. I am always boasting to my other clergy colleagues that I say 
“give to [this] worthy cause”; and you respond, “how much?”  
     I was fearful that we would not have very many shoeboxes this year after changing the system. I was 
not expecting 34 boxes. Thanks to the women’s Bible Study for pooling their resources to fill twenty 
boxes. I was unsure if making the switch to collect coins for EFHN would be as effective as our usual 
support of United Thank Offerings (UTO) with the little blue boxes. You brought in over $800 in coins 
and cash. I was blown away. This was more than we had ever collected for a whole year of UTO.  Then, 
thanks to Beth for taking the lead on getting the crafts together for the homemade cards for the vessel, 
CS Responder. The minimum goal was to create 76 cards. We had a fun coffee hour and made 85 cards, 
then Beth was feeling crafty and made another 42 cards, for a total of 127 cards. I thought the collection 
for the River Ministry would suffer because of the card making, but donated items poured into the 
church and parish hall. Chaplain Kempton stopped by on the afternoon of Thursday, November 17th to 
pick up the cards and collected items.  He was even more astounded than last year.  He was especially 
heartfelt about the haul he would be taking back with him.  He calls St. John’s, “the little church that 
could”, and if anyone tells him that the Church is dead, he says, “Go to St. John’s, Mt. Vernon, they are 
alive and well!” I decided to ask for the same amount of kids for the Christmas Assistance Program as 
last year (seventeen). Again, I questioned if all the tags would be taken. As of this writing they are       
almost all gone out. 
 

Responding to Hate: The weekend after the national election, St. David’s 
Episcopal Church in Bean Blossom, Indiana discovered that their church had 
been vandalized. This was considered a hate crime. “Heil Trump”, a swastika, 
and “Fag Church” were sprayed on the church building. I pondered for several 
days about what would my reaction be if this had happened at St. John’s? I 
showed this to the vestry and I asked three questions. How would you respond, 
personally? How would the congregation as a whole respond to such an act?  
How would the community respond if this had happened to us?  Before I discovered the response of  St. 
David’s, I formulated my own response.  I first read, 2nd Corinthians, Chapter 4. Then, I thought I 
would leave the writing on the wall. I would not be ashamed to be a welcoming church that lives into the 
Baptismal Covenant.  The congregation of St. David’s is leaving the writings on their walls for a period 
of time.  
 

Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 150 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis; The          

Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 

 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 

 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 
 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 
 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

The Rt. Rev. Catherine M. Waynick, Bishop 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mr. Bruce Dingman, Senior Warden 
Mr. Barry Cox, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Alex Jeffries, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Secretary Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday  
Robin Price, 8:00a.m. to Noon 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Home:  812-838-4406 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mvstjohns.org 
 

Also become our friend on Facebook: 
StJohns Church or 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Service Schedule 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday, 8:30a.m. 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00a.m. 

Sunday Morning Schedule: 
 

8:45-9:45a.m.  J2A 
 

9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study,Choir Rehearsal 
& Sunday School Classes  
(PreK-5th Grade) 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 
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Leadership 

2017 Pledge Cards 
Please turn in completed pledge cards as quickly as 
possible.  If you have misplaced your pledge card, 
please call or stop by the church  office to get  
another one; 812-838-5445.  Our Goal each year is 
to have all completed pledge cards turned in by the 
last week of December, so next year’s budget will 
closely reflect our potential pledge giving. 

Treasurer’s Notes 
 

       Hard to believe we just had the first Sunday of Advent 

after surviving those thousands of GREEN Sunday’s.  But 

here we are, starting another new church year.  This means 

within the next few weeks Robin and I will be starting to 

put the 2017 St. John’s operating budget together. The 

numbers from the 2016 budget have been working out 

pretty well, so my guess is that the 2017 budget will 

closely resemble the one from this past year,  in the $ 

245,000.00 range.   

     This brings me to another critical topic for the members 

of St. John’s church family. The number of our pledging 

members continues to decline.  We lost the Akins family 

during the summer and will shortly be losing Marti 

Birkhead too.  As of this writing we’ve had only 6 pledge 

cards returned to the office. I realize several of you have 

concerns over the administrative direction of the Diocese 

and the national church.  I am also aware that  “money is 

money “ however,  I view the pledges of our church 

family members as funding our local outreach projects.  

We do such tremendous “ good works” here in Mt. 

Vernon with such projects as Samaritan’s Purse and the 

River Ministry.  Our members are always welcomed at our 

annual outreach planning meeting where we  designate the 

recipients of our funding.  It is here you can bring forward 

what you believe would be a worthy cause for St. John’s 

to support.  THIS is where our pledges go!  The work that 

has real meaning for all of us.  Please, prayerfully consider 

making a pledge to St. John’s from your family for 2017.  

If you can't find your card - we have plenty more!  Robin 

will be happy to give you another.  : ) 

     Our long term investments continue to perform well.  

Those of you who watch such things, the DOW hit an all 

time record high this past week which means our portfolio 

should look really good for the next Vestry meeting!  Our 

projected income remains well over $90,000 which is 

what we need to keep paying the bills.  Thanks be to God 

and Shawn!  It currently appears that St. John’s income 

from the Seibert Trust for 2017 should be similar to what 

we received in 2016. 

     In this great land of plenty, sometimes it's hard for us to 

remember who makes this all happen.  God’s continual 

blessing upon this parish and this small but mighty church 

family is where our gratitude must lie. During 2016 many 

of our fundraising efforts surpassed records.  As we bless 

others,  so then shall we be blessed.  Rev. Baldridge was 

so grateful to all of you for the handmade cards and the 

gifts we collected for his boatmen.  THIS is what the St. 

John’s family is really all about,  not the politics of the 

Diocese in Indianapolis or the national church.  
 

Thanks be to God. 

Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

HOLIDAY 
SERVICE 

SCHEDULE 
 

December 24th 
Christmas Eve 

 

A service of Lessons and Carols with 
Holy Communion 10:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Day—Sunday 
 

Holy Eucharist *9:00 a.m.  
 

(* Please note the earlier start time for 
this service!) 

 

New Year’s Day –Sunday 
The Holy Name of  

Our Lord Jesus 
 

Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m. 

New 2017 Vestry  

Members Needed 
 

It is time to start thinking about Vestry replacements. 
In the fall of 2015, the parish bylaws were changed 
to create a seven member Vestry. This means that 
this year, only two members will be needed to         
replace departing members.  The two people going 
off of the vestry are Bruce Dingman and Lydia         
Rutherford. It is their responsibility to find members 
to be nominated to fill their positions. If you feel 
called to serve on the Vestry, please talk to one of 
them. Bruce has been the Senior Warden the past 
two years. Father Allen will need to choose a new 
Senior Warden. 
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Education and Formation 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 

All Sunday school classes will not 
meet on December 25th and 
January 1st. 
 

All the children and teen classes will 
meet on Sunday, December 18th for 
last minute pageant preparations at 
9:00a.m. 
  

ALL CLASSES WILL RESUME 
ON SUNDAY, JANUARY 8TH. 

greening of the 
church  
FRIday, 

December 23rd 
5:00pM 

Journey in Faith  
Adult Inquirer’s Class 

Dec. 7th, 6:00PM 
The Journey in Faith group will hold its 

study on Wednesday evening, December 

7th beginning at 6:00p.m.with a light 

supper.  This month’s topic will be “GAME 

CHANGERS.”  Church Councils and 

Events that shaped Christ’s Church. 

Journey in Faith is open to anyone who 

wants to know more about the Bible, 

Church traditions, and their faith.  Seekers 

and seasoned scholars are both welcome!  

A sign up sheet is posted on the bulletin 

board in the parish hall. 

2016 CHRISTMAS 

Pageant 
 

Sunday 

December 18th 
Immediately after the  

worship service 
 

The pageant directors and children have been 
hard at work since early November learning lines 
and singing songs for this year’s pageant.  Thank 
you to Susie Colson and Jill Gerton for finding yet 
another different, unique and awe-inspiring     
pageant to help us remember the sacred birth of 
Jesus Christ. The pageant will be held on Sunday 
morning, December 18th  following the Eucharist 
service.  The first part of the service will be the 
celebration of the Last Sunday of Advent with 
Holy Communion. The Pageant will usher in the 
Christmas season. 
 

Final Dress Rehearsal  

will be Saturday morning,  

December 17th  

9:00 a.m.-Noon. 



december 

FOOD 

PANTRY  

Baking Items 
 

The Food Pantry needs baking 
items: such as cake mixes, flour, 

sugar, etc. 
 

Place them in the round bin 

in the Parish Hall.  
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Reaching Out To Others 

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
ASSISTANCE   
PROGRAM 
      

We are sponsoring      
seventeen children from 
seven families. Please 
bring the wrapped gifts by 
Sunday, December 11th 
so they can be blessed.  
Again this year the gifts 
will be taken to  
Trinity for the families to pick up. 

HELPING TRINITY U.C.C. 
WITH CHRISTMAS 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
Volunteers are needed at Trinity Church to 
help organize food baskets, Christmas   
presents and in the distribution of presents 
to families who come to Trinity to pick  
them up.  
 
Tuesday, December 13th 
This first evening is when the food baskets 
will be assembled beginning at 6:00p.m.  
Approximately 157 boxes of various food 
items to make a holiday meal will be      
assembled. 
 
Wednesday, December 14th 
The second evening is the "Wrap Up Party" 
beginning at 5:00p.m. Some of the last  
minute presents dropped off by local   
businesses and organizations will need to 
be wrapped.  Also, on this evening the  
presents that are wrapped and marked are 
bundled or bagged together and organized 
so that it is fast and easy to retrieve them 
when the families come to pick them up.  
 
Thursday, December 15th 
On Thursday and Friday, December 15th 
and 16th volunteers are needed to help  
retrieve the packages and distribute them 
to the families when they show up at   
Trinity.  On Thursday (15th) the pick up 
time is from 3:00 to 7:00P.M. 
 
Friday, December 16th 
On Friday the pick up time is from 
9:00A.M. to 11:00 A.M.  
 
Either contact Father Allen to volunteer or 
get more information, or just show up at 
Trinity U.C.C. on the corner of 5th and 
Mulberry Street to help on these days. 

December Outreach Recipients:    
Family Matters will receive $1,000 to provide 

emergency assistance to people in our  

community.  Another $750 will go to the River 

Bend Food Pantry. $375 is designated for 

Sewanee Seminary of the South. We also set 

aside money from the outreach budget to pay 

the processing cost of each Samaritan’s Purse  

Operation Christmas Child shoebox.  The cost 

of each box is $7.  We filled 34 boxes for a 

total of $244.00 in processing costs.  An extra 

$6.00 went towards Children’s Bibles. 



 

 
Thank You to everyone who donated items for the 
Christmas On The River ministry.  Also, a big thank 
you to everyone who took the time to create Christmas 
Cards after the service on November 6th. The goal was 
to create at least 76 cards.  85 Cards were made on 
Sunday and Beth Dingman provided another 42 cards 
for a total of 127. Rev. Kempton Baldridge stopped by 
the parish for these gifts. He was extremely thankful 
for all we had collected and created. He calls us “the 
little church that could”. 
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 Reaching Out To Others 
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RATTLING THE BUCKETS 
Thank You to everyone who brought 
change with the changing of the clocks by 
bringing in your cash and coins for the 
EFHN Buckets.  
 

Pennies from heaven… $806.50 was the 
total amount collected in the buckets!!! 

Our Church and Community 

HEART-FELT 

THANK YOUs 

Fall Rummage Sale 
Thank You to everyone who donated items 
for Women’s Guild Rummage Sale held on 
Saturday, November 5th.  Thank you to 
everyone who helped set up and who 
worked on the day of the sale.  The total 
amount of the sale was $366.00. 

THANK YOU!  
To everyone who helped with the Prayer Vigil. 



S
er

v
in

g 
C

hr
is

t 
th

ro
u

g
h…

 
Our Church and Community 

THREE KINGS  
 PARTY  

SUNDAY,  
JANUARY 8th 

 

 Processing the Wise Men to the Creche 

 Three Kings Bread 

 Goodies placed in children’s empty 
shoes 

 A piñata for the children to break 

CELEBRATION OF THE 
REVELATION OF  

JESUS CHRIST  
TO THE COMING MAGI 

Yard Work Day 
Thank You to everyone who helped 
rake leaves, clean up the flower beds, 
trim bushes, and pick up tree limbs and 
twigs. 
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Our Church and Beyond 

Thank You  
to everyone who took empty 

shoeboxes and brought them back 

filled.  The Women’s Bible Study 

group combined their resources 

and filled 20 boxes.  Then, 

recruited to finish filling them. 



December Dates  
to Remember 
04— St. Nicholas visitation to St. John’s 

05 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry volunteer day 

07 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall 6:00 p.m. 

11 — Ingathering of presents for Christmas 

 Assistance families.   

15 —  Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in parish hall 

17— Practice for Christmas Pageant, 9:00 a.m.-Noon.  

18 — Last Sunday of Advent (Christmas Pageant) 

19 — St. John’s, MVMA Food Pantry volunteer day 

23 —  Greening of the church, 5:00 p.m. 

24 — Christmas Eve,  10:00 p.m. Service of Lessons 

 and Carols, with Holy Communion. 

25 — Christmas Day, 9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist      

 service. 

26 — Church Office Closed 

31 — New Year’s Eve 

 
 
January 1 —  New Years Day, Feast of the Holy 
 Name of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
 Christ, 10:00 a.m. Service.  
 

January 8 — Epiphany Sunday, Children process 
 Magi to the Creche during Holy Eucharist, 
 Three Kings Party during coffee hour. 
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Events & Celebrations 

December Birthdays: 
08 — Jeff Robb 

10 — Diane Stover 

10 — Tammy Weatherford 

17 — Patrick Gerton 

19 — Judy Maurer 

25 — Wayne Harlow 
 

 

 

 

December Anniversaries: 
(None that we know about??) 
 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly let us 

know so we can update our files. 

1 can (14oz) sweetened condensed milk 

2 cups semi-sweet chocolate chips 

1 1/2 cups whipping cream 

6 cups milk 

2 tsp vanilla 

Optional: whip cream, marshmallows, sprinkles 

or peppermint pieces to top it off 

 

1.  In a large, heavy bottom sauce pan combine 

sweetened condensed milk and chocolate chips 

over medium heat. Stir constantly until 

chocolate is completely melted and 

smooth.  Add whipping cream, milk, and 

vanilla, whisking mixture together till smooth 

and completely combined.  Serve warm with 

whip cream or marshmallows. Enjoy! 

 

Tip: If you are making this for a party the 

mixture can be put in a large crockpot 3-4 

hours before serving time, stirring every hour.  
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


