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St. John’s 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
 

     Each year, I typically set down with a small group of vestry members, led by the Senior Warden and 
have a discussion that is considered a yearly evaluation of my ministry and the ministry of the parish. A 
year ago, I decided to try and hit a “reset” button on my ministry. I laid out four particular areas of my 
personal life and ministry that I wanted to transform, change, or start over. Those four areas included 
Personal and Professional Improvement, Community Ministry, Diocesan Ministry Involvement, and 
Parish Pastoral Ministry. In the August 2017 newsletter, I set out my goals in these areas. A year later, I 
want to go through those four areas again to evaluate where I am at and where I, and we, still need to go. 
Personal and Professional Improvement: Buy a new house. Check! However, I jumped from the       
frying pan into the fire, replaced maintenance on a very old house to maintenance on a slightly newer 
house. Lydia and I are happy in our new house and that spills over into my attitude toward ministry. 
There are still projects to be done, or procrastinated.  
     The other aspect is professional improvement. Bishop Jennifer had recommended that I attend a 
week-long, two year program called College of Congregational Development. This was started in the 
Diocese of Olympia, WA. I had hoped to be in Seattle in mid-June, but felt I needed to be involved with 
the J2A pilgrimage trip that took place the same week. I think the Bishop may try to bring that program 
to our diocese. One way or another, I will be completing this program in the next couple of years. In the 
meantime, I have attended some very informative and worthwhile workshops this year, so I don’t feel 
cheated in any way. The J2A pilgrimage was also a week-long education of a different sort. 
Community Ministry: Thank You to Pastor Jamie Kent of Trinity UCC for taking over the Presidency 
of the Ministerial Association. I am still the Secretary, and I have been helpful to Jamie in getting a     
better understanding of the longstanding ministries the MVMA supports. I became a board member of 
Family Matters in January. With the close association that St. John’s and I have with Director Beth  
Russell it only made sense to learn more about this vital ministry by serving on the board. Kim Steele is 
the board’s President. I have floated the idea out that I would be willing to consider serving in a more 
public way either through an election process or appointed position. My parish ministry takes priority 
over any other form of public service. My objective is to be a visible community presence for St. John’s. 
Diocesan Ministry Involvement: I am once again the Dean of the Southwest Deanery taking over from 
Rev. Dennis Latta. However, the Executive Council is discussing the possibility of eliminating the  
deanery system, so my position might only be temporary. My time serving on the Executive Council is 
coming to an end this year. I am putting my name into consideration for a term on the Standing         
Committee of the diocese. I am also considering other possibilities for diocesan service.  
Parish Pastoral Ministry: The nuts and bolts of parish ministry continue to function with few major 
issues. I am well aware that we have shrunk a little in size and have aged. We do what we can with what 
we have in time, talent, and resources. People are being offered Christian Education, the dead are being 
buried, the engaged are being married, the Sacraments are being served, the sick are being prayed for. 
From strange corners come strange opportunities. The discernment of whether we want to become 
handicap accessible has taken on a larger roll of determining other possibilities for ministry projects for 
St. John’s. We have been approved for a grant to hire a consultant to begin the process of defining who 
we are and who we want to be moving forward. This is something that I have desired for the last five 
years. Stay tuned for more information on how every member of the congregation will have some say in 
this guided discussion. And a personal note to Bill Gooden; It may involve sticky notes. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Allen+ 



Serving Christ In The Community For 160 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis; The          
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St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8 am — Noon 
Robin Price, Secretary 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home:  812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Sunday Morning Service 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist RITE II 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the  
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance  
Available beginning at 9:45a.m. 
 
Weekday Schedule 

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:15 a.m. 
Morning Prayer   
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday,  8:30a.m. 
May be sporadic during the summer 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 

 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in 
 any kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

Look us up on the web 
at www.mtvstjohns.org 

Also become our friend on 
Facebook: 

mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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FINANCIAL NEWS 
 

Hope you are all enjoying mowing grass every 3 days !  Wow - what a summer we have had this year.  But all the corn around 

sure looks great.  Thanks be to God ! Believe it or not, in less than a month the kids will be heading back to school. Robin sent 

out the second quarter giving statements last week and I hope everyone took a few minutes to make sure you are keeping on 

track with your planned giving.  I also hope you ALL take the time to look around our beautiful little church to see what your 

dedication to giving makes possible!  We have a great new handrail going out the Sacristy door (and we are using it on Sundays), 

a wonderful fence boundary for the northeast corner of the prayer garden, Robin has a nice new desk chair which has ALL its 

casters and a functioning height adjustment!!  The mortar damage to the front porch is to be repaired and we plan to give 

TruGreen another shot at our flourishing nutsedge (watergrass) crop !!  Finally, the Purple Garden Gang have been doing some 

creative landscaping. All these things - things that seem small -- all add up to make our church more welcoming.  Because of our 

amazing small but mighty church family constantly in the background supporting St.John’s, we have the money to take care of 

these things while maintaining our more than $30,000 annual outreach giving into our Community. Because of God’s blessings 

on all of you, this parish can be about the work of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Thank you, God and Holy Spirit for ALL the 

MANY blessing of our Church.  

     If anyone has any questions or concerns about the financial aspects of the church, please feel free to ask.  This Church - and 

its money - belongs to all of us and we all bear the responsibility to be the best Stewards possible of the talents we have been 

given. 
 

Susan Harrison,  Treasurer 

A Somewhat Unique Community Service 
 

You may have bumped into one of these in a public park, other public space, or maybe 

even on a church's property. They are springing up everywhere and seem to be popular. 

I have known about them for a while and have seen a number of them. I saw one in 

New Harmony just off Main Street back in May as I was awaiting the start of a Half 

Marathon. The one pictured here was spotted in a public park in Corydon, Indiana. 

What am I talking about? They are Little Free Libraries.  They mostly resemble 

oversized bird houses, but they come in different shapes and sizes. A rather large one is 

located along Monument Circle in Indianapolis. There was discussion, but no vote, at 

the June Vestry meeting about possibly having a library built for our lot across the 

street. I imagine it will look a lot like the one in Corydon, which looks a lot like the one in 

New Harmony. Research will need to be done on the cost of a library and whether we can 

buy one already made or have someone local make one for us. We have enough readers in 

our congregation that we would have no problem keeping the little library stocked with 

books.  Plus, they are intended to be "put and take" libraries, so we would need to monitor 

the types of books that people outside our congregation might offer to the library. Along 

with the Little Free Library, there was also discussion about a bench to be placed next to 

the library. Stay tuned for more on this topic. 

Rummage Sale Date Change 
 

This year’s fall Women’s Guild Rummage Sale will be held the last Saturday in 

October: October 27
th
.   

Please note this change in date from its usual date in early November. 
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THANK YOU 
 

I just wanted to take this space and thank everyone at St. John’s for the opportunity to be a part 
of you not only as your Administrator but part of your family. I LOVE being here and can’t stress 
this enough!  I am grateful every day to sit at my desk (especially in my new chair) and often feel 
extremely spoiled!!! Thank you!   
 

Robin 

Around the Grounds 
 

     The Purple Garden Gang has been busy around church and across the street.  With 
rain comes beautiful flower blossoms…, but also weeds that need to be hoed and pulled. 
Karen and Sue have provided some creative landscaping on the northeast side of the 
prayer garden in the rocky drainage area. I’m not going to spoil it. You have to check it out 
to see how it looks. While you are there, you will notice that a 24 foot section of privacy 
fencing has been installed. It is doing what its name states, providing a level of privacy to 
those who venture into our gardens for respite and prayer.  
     With all of the accumulative rain we have had this summer [we have had a few dry 
spells], we have not had any flooding water entering the church. The drainage system 
seems to be doing its job.  One water-related element still needs to be remedied. As was 
mentioned before, the new gutters and downspouts on the church made the previous 
diverter-gutter extensions obsolete. New extensions need to be installed soon to keep 
erosion of the mulch and soil to a minimum around the church and keep water from 
flowing back into the brick foundation and into the basement. 
     When the front steps were replaced in March, a section of the stucco facing was 
damaged, torn away from the foundation. TMI, Wells Construction has been contracted to 
repair the damaged facing. 
     In mid-June Jon Parker came to St. John’s and created a strip of gravel parking spaces 
in the lot across the street along the alley way.  Thank you Jon for an awesome job well 
done. When we purchased the property in late 2010, we did it with the intention of 
converting a portion of the property into parking. It only took us about eight years. Better 
late than never? 
     A handrail was installed by TMI along the wall leading out of the new sacristy steps.  
Fr. Allen and the worship ministers have been exiting out this door to the front for the 
processional in recent weeks, rather than out the middle door at the south alcove. It is 
hard to say how long it has been since that door and steps have been safely functional for 
this purpose. 
     It has been several years since the parish hall carpets have been steam cleaned, along 
with the sacristy and church carpets.  The parish hall, being a high traffic area that gets 
food ground into the carpet each Sunday, was in desperate need of cleaning. By the time 
it needs to be cleaned again, it may be time to consider replacing at least the downstairs 
carpeting. 
     Brian Nichols started out as our Junior Warden in early February with a pretty 
extensive “To Do” list, and has diligently been working through that list. If you see anything 
that needs to be done around the grounds, please let him know, or Father Allen.  



FOOD PANTRY  
August Contribution 

Canned Fruit 
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Reaching Out To Others 

Samaritan’s Purse:  
Operation Christmas 
Child 
 

Again, this year, we are asking each parishioner to 
assemble their own completed boxes.  It is not too 
early to be thinking about how many boxes you 
might be able to make and purchasing itemsfor those 
boxes. 

St. John’s  
Sweet Shop 

2018 River Days Festival  
Friday through Sunday 

September 7, 8 & 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the last several years we have become known for our 
Episcopade, cotton candy, and homemade fudge and 
peanut brittle. When the weather is cooler than normal, we 
also have had success selling coffee and hot chocolate. 
The cooler temps also help the cotton candy production. 
So, start praying for perfect weather for the Festival. 
 

OUR BOOTH WILL BE OPEN ON SUNDAY! 
We were threatened to be evicted from our location on 
Water Street if we were not open on Sunday, so we 
heeded the warning and were surprised last year with good 
sales until closing time in the late afternoon. We will plan to 
be open on Sunday again this year.  
 

WE NEED ALL THE VOLUNTEER HELP WE CAN 
GET FOR SET UP, TEAR DOWNS, AND BOOTH 
SALES. 
 

EVENINGS ARE OUR BIG SELLING TIMES 
Friday and Saturday evenings are our big selling times, so 
we really need maximum help these times. 
 

PROCEEDS 
We will once again, split the profit from our sales       
between the youth group pilgrimage account and our 
capital projects fund account. 

August Outreach Tithe Recipients 
 

Family Matters, $1000 

Posey Humane Society, $425 

Seminary, $500 

Posey County Young Life, $500 

Please bring in  cans of fruit 
and place them in the round 
bin in the parish hall.  
Generic  versions are  
acceptable.  

Booth  

Planning Meeting, 

Wednesday,  

August 1st 

at 6:30PM in the      

parish hall 
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J2A Pilgrimage to Philadelphia 



J2A Pilgrimage Continued... 
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Connecting Kids to God 

The Wally the Wayward Camel books have 
arrived! We were hoping for Wally to make an 
appearance for an official book signing...that 
unfortunately won’t happen at this time.  If you 
were signed up, the books are sorted with your 
name on them!! There are several extra copies 
available.  The books ended up slightly more 
than we originally hoped, still a bargain at $21.00 each. 
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Fellowship & Worship 

2018 St. John’s Pool Party 
Western Hills Country Club 
Saturday, August 4th,  
6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
The Country Club provides hamburgers, hot 
dogs, buns and fixings. Other food and drink 
items may be pitched in by those attending. 
A sign up sheet is posted in the parish hall to get 
a head count and to sign up for food and drinks. 
This is a great opportunity to invite neighbors, friends, and family to 
a non-worship St. John’s event to get to know us. 

Two Ingredient Dough 
Homemade Bagels 
 

Ingredients: 
1 1/2 Cup Self Rising Flour 
1  1/2 Cup Plain Non-Fat 
Greek Yogurt 
 

Instructions: 
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 
In a mixing bowl add flour then with a spatula gently fold in 
the yogurt until thoroughly mixed. 
On a cutting board or large surface covered with wax paper 
or parchment paper, dust with flour. Transfer dough to floured 
surface and gently knead adding just enough extra flour that 
the dough is no longer sticky. Divide dough into six equal 
parts. Roll each part into a rope and coil into a bagel shape. I 
used donut pans sprayed with Pam. Brush top with egg wash 
if desired to give the bagels a golden glow during baking. 
Bake 25 minutes, then cool for 8 to 10 minutes. Makes 6 
bagels. 
 

Alternatives: You can add various ingredients into the two 
ingredients to create different flavor bagels, such as onions, 
garlic, or brown sugar, cinnamon, dried fruit. Sprinkle the top 
with sesame seeds.  This recipe works for any given portion 
size or servings as long as the two ingredients are equal in 
ratio.  This is a multi-purpose dough. It can also be used for 
pizza crust, Naan, Pretzels, breadsticks, rolls, or cinnamon 
buns. 

Veggie Frittatas 
Crustless Quiche 
 
Ingredients: 
12 eggs 
1 cup diced tomatoes 
1 cup diced onions 
1 cup diced bell peppers 
1 cup diced fresh 
spinach 
1/2 teaspoon garlic powder 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1/2 teaspoon pepper 
Pam or butter 
 
Instructions: 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees 
Vigorously stir eggs in a mixing bowl. 
Add chopped veggies and spices. 
Spray muffin cups with Pam or coat with butter. 
Add the egg and veggie mixture into each cup. 
Bake for 20 to 25 minutes or until toothpick comes out 
clean. 
 
Alternatives: swap out veggie list for your favorites, or add 
chopped meats such as bacon, cooked sausage, or ham. 
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Events & Celebrations 

August Events: 
01 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

01 — River Days Festival parish booth planning 

 meeting, 6:30 p.m., parish hall 

04 — Parish pool party at Western Hills Country 

 Club, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

06 — Feast Day of the Transfiguration of         

 Our Lord Jesus Christ 

06 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

08 — MSDMV First Day of School 

13 — National Left Handed Day 

16 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

20 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

August Birthdays: 
06 — Savannah Weatherford 

10 — Robin Price 

12 — Hadley Weatherford 

16 — Lesa Webster 

18 — Ann Rains 

24 — Riley Angel 

30 — Amanda Rutherford 
 

August Anniversaries: 
26 —  Meb & Cynthia Jackson 
 

Did we list it wrong?; Is your date missing?;  

let us know. 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY!!! 

Goodbye old friend...out with the old 

and in with the new. 

The wheel came off, we knew it was 

finally time to part ways. 

THANK YOU St. John’s (and Lydia)for 

my new chair!    Sincerely, Robin 
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 More 2018 Events & Celebrations 
Mark these dates on your  2018 calendar 

Many listed events are tentative; please  
continue to check the events listed in each 

month’s newsletter and the Sunday bulletins. 

September 2018 
03 — Labor Day Holiday (church office closed) 

05 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — Set up booth for River Days, 5:00 p.m. 

07-09 — Mt. Vernon River Days Festival 

09 — St. John’s will hold an early morning       

 service at the church in order to have our 

 booth open on Sunday 

15 — Executive Council meeting @ Waycross 

16 — Kick-Off Sunday for Children’s Sunday 

 School classes and choir; pitch-in lunch 

 following the service 

17 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

18 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association  

20 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

23 — Adult, Sunday Morning Bible Study       

 begins, 9:00 a.m., parish hall 
 

October 2018 
01 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

03 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

03 — Journey in Faith, 6:00 p.m. parish hall 

07 — St. Francis Blessing of Animals, 4:00 p.m. 

08 — Columbus Day, Fall break for schools 

09 — Deanery Council Meeting @ St. John’s, 

 6:00 p.m. 

11 — Clergy gathering in Indy 

14 — Harmonie State Park Worship Service and 

 Picnic with St. Stephen’s, New Harmony 

15 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

16 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 

meeting 

18 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

27 — Proposed Executive Council Meeting               

 @ Waycross 

27 — Women’s Guild Rummage Sale 

29 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

31 — Halloween 

November 2018 

01 — All Saints’ Day 

02 — Commemoration of All Faithful Departed    

 (All Souls’ Day) 

04 — All Saints’ Sunday 

04 — DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME ENDS 

04 — First Episcopal Fund For Human Need 

 (EFHN) Ingathering Sunday 

05 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

07 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

07 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall 6:00 p.m. 

10-11 — Executive Council Overnight Retreat        

 @ Waycross 

11 — Veteran’s Day 

11 — Second EFHN Ingathering Sunday 

11 — Operation Christmas Child, shoeboxes            

 ingathering 

15 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in parish hall 

16-17 — Diocesan Convention in Bloomington 

18 — MVMA Community Thanksgiving service 

 (further details TBD) 

18 — Christmas Tags available for Christmas         

 Assistance Program 

19 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

20 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association meeting, 

 3:00 p.m. 

22— Thanksgiving Day—Church office closed. 

23 — Church office closed. 

25 — Christ The King Sunday, The Last Sunday     

 of Pentecost 

30 — Feast of St. Andrew’s (get your Scottish on!) 

Harmonie State Park 
Worship Service and 

Picnic with St. Stephen’s, 
New Harmony 

October 14th 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


