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St. John’s 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     Way back in the period of my life when I was in the early stages of the ordination process, I          
happened to have the opportunity to have a serendipitous conversation with a priest who had served in 
his parish for nearly 30 years. I thought that was amazing. I asked him how he managed to have such 
longevity in one parish. He answered, “I found a way to re-invent myself and my ministry about every 
five years.” Obviously, I very much remember that conversation and his answer, and I took it to heart. 
[Disclaimer: What I am about to write are my personal observations and opinions. I own them. I am not 
asking for criticism or conversation of what I write, even though they may not coincide with anyone 
else’s thoughts and opinions.] 
     When I was interviewed for the Rector position at St. John’s in early 2005, I had an initial telephone 
conversation with the search committee. About a week after that first telephone call, I received a second 
call. Diane Hancock called to ask a couple follow-up questions. One of the questions she asked was, 
“where do you see yourself in five years?” My honest answer was, “I hope to still be at St. John’s  
working collaboratively with the lay leadership and striving to keep us rolling along together in           
ministry.”  In a sense, I made a verbal five-year commitment to St. John’s. However, in the fifth year 
here, I began to think about what that sage priest had told me ages ago. It was time for me to re-invent 
myself and my ministry. As it turned out, God helped me find a way to accomplish the re-inventing 
process. The ministry at St. John’s was “rolling along” and the congregation had undergone sufficient 
change that all I needed to do was adapt to that change in order for my ministry to change as well. That 
was in the Summer of 2010. 
     A number of events took place in the second five years, 2010 to 2015. The make-up of the parish  
began to change. While many mainline denominational churches had experienced a reduction in         
membership, St. John’s was still holding its own. In this second period, a number of factors caused our 
numbers to decrease, many factors were beyond our control. The leadership and I have sought to adjust 
to this new reality. Also in this second period, a good amount of energy was focused on the clergy and 
congregational renewal grant and 160th anniversary celebration that eventually took place in 2015. I  
had envisioned the renewal year to be a part of the “fifth-year” re-inventing process. I had envisioned 
coming back from my Sabbatical and getting together with the lay leadership to immediately begin a 
goal setting process. However, I came back needing to put out a few fires, and there was also a desire to 
be maintenance-minded in our ministry. We have a very old historic building and there are going to be 
continual maintenance and upgrades needed, but it cannot forever take the place of reaching out to    
provide mission-minded ministry to the community. So, in essence, there has been a two-year period     
of time in which my focus was not on seeking ways to re-invent myself and my ministry. That is           
happening right now. [I would also point out as a side note that Bishop Cate  announced her intention     
to retire prior to my leaving on Sabbatical, so the entire diocese has been in a period of transition.]  
     Bishop Jennifer is now our bishop and she is in a period of “listening” to the needs and wants of the 
entire diocese in order to collaboratively work with the lay leadership of every parish and the clergy of 
the diocese to position our combined ministries to confront change and the Church and continue to make 
our diocese and every parish viable places where God’s kingdom on earth is advanced through the 
teaching and sacraments of Jesus Christ.  Bishop Jennifer’s energy and enthusiasm for Christ has rubbed 
off on me. I am excited about the present and future of St. John’s and our diocese. In early June, I had a 
personal meeting with Jennifer to discuss my goals for re-inventing myself and my ministry at St. John’s 
for the next five years and beyond. Bishop Jennifer blessed and affirmed my thoughts and goals. My 
goals are four-fold: personal and professional improvement; pastoral ministry; community ministry;             
and involvement in diocesan governance and ministry. (continued on inside page) 
 
 



Allen+ 

Personal and Professional Improvement: When Lydia and I were in Great Britain together for an 
eight week period in 2015 for the renewal program, one of the main topics of conversation was about 
where we are currently living. We loved our house in Mt. Vernon when we bought it, but we both 
agreed we desired a change. We both came back with the goal of prepping the house and paring down 
our belongings to put our house back on the market and find a different house in the Mt. Vernon area. 
We had the house on the market for about 16 months in 2010-2011, but the market was tough and we 
could not sell. As of this writing, we are again in the process of selling our house and buying another 
one. We hope we have found a house that will be conducive for more occasions to entertain. Look       
forward to at least one more progressive dinner in the future; not to mention a house blessing. 
     I am required by the canon laws of the Church to have a specific, minimum amount of Continuing 
Education (CE). As a full-time priest, I must verify 36 hours of education as part of the parochial report 
filings. I am also required by the diocese to attend quarterly clergy gatherings. These often serve as CE 
hours. I have also gained CE hours by attending one-day workshops in Evansville. I have come to the 
realization that my seminary training for ordained ministry was based on an old model of parish         
ministry. The Church has changed since I went to seminary; even seminaries are having to adapt to meet 
present needs and look to the future Church. These one-day events are not enough to help me adapt. My 
professional goal moving forward is to seek, on a yearly basis, to find a week-long, or longer, training 
programs to enhance my ministry. I have asked the bishop and diocesan canons to provide guidance on 
worthwhile programs to attend. 
Community Ministry: In the parish profile of St. John’s that I received in 2005, it asked the new Rector 
to be involved in community ministry and events and represent the parish through this involvement. I 
have been involved with several social service agencies in the community since 2005. Primarily, I have 
been President of the Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association and have helped to lead it’s ministries for the 
community. I am in the process of re-evaluating my involvement in the community with the intent to 
find new and different ministries to effectively use my time in that aspect of ministry. 
Diocesan Ministry Involvement: I have one more year to complete my time on the Executive Council. 
In my conversation to Bishop Jennifer in June, I offered myself with my gifts and talents to serve in any 
capacity she deems helpful. I am especially interested in any committee or task force that has a focus on 
congregational development. To dovetail into that focus, I have agreed, beginning later this fall, to              
resume being the Dean of the Southwest Deanery. I want to represent both St. John’s and our sister,         
regional parishes at the diocesan level. I want to be our “voice at the table” regarding any future plans  
of the diocese to support and strengthen all parishes and regions. 
Parish Pastoral Ministry: Any time I am asked what is my primary leadership style, I am quick to     
say “collaborative.” At times I may come across as a micro-manager, but for many of the important         
decisions involving parish ministry, I take the time to seek collaborative thoughts and ideas and           
consensus from the lay leadership. Additionally, as I have mentioned, the parish has changed in the last 
five to seven years. We are not the parish and people we once were.  We are a small parish, but as 
church consultant, Kenneth Callahan is quick to point out, small congregations can do amazing ministry, 
when they know who they are and what they can effectively do with their gifts and talents. Rather than 
have the same annual evaluation from the Vestry, I have asked Canon to the  Ordinary, Rev. Bruce Gray 
to come to St. John’s to facilitate a Mutual Ministry Review. [This Review is mentioned in my parish 
Letter of Agreement, but has never been done.] I like to think that I am striving for a “do over” and a 
fresh start to all aspects of my ministry. I wish I could show up this Sunday  morning and introduce 
myself as “your new Rector”, but that is not possible because Lydia and I have both become a part of 
this church family; and it is a family. Just as Bishop Jennifer is holding Listening Sessions to start her 
ministry, I am hoping that this meeting with Canon Bruce will help me determine what I need to do in 
the re-inventing process to serve the members of the family of St. John’s. My guess is that the primary 
goals and desires for ministry have not changed much since I first arrived as your new Rector in 2005, 
but those priorities and goals must change to reflect who we are today and who we might be in the next 
five years and beyond. As I say in reciting the Baptismal Covenant, “I will with God’s Help” and I will 
strive to succeed in these stated goals with Your Help as well. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 



Serving Christ In The Community For 160 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis; The          

Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8 am — Noon 
Robin Price, Secretary 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home:  812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Sunday Morning Service 
 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist RITE II 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the  
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance  
Available beginning at 9:45a.m. 
 
Weekday Schedule 

Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. 
Morning Prayer   
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday,  8:30a.m. 
May be sporadic during the summer 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 

 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in 
 any kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

Look us up on the web 
at www.mtvstjohns.org 

Also become our friend on 
Facebook: 

mtvstjohns@yahoo.com 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Ms. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mrs. Barry Cox, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 
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Junior Warden’s Report 
 

The summer doldrums! 100 degree plus heat index, believe I am going to spend as much time as possible at the lake! With summer 
comes some interesting challenges, ones that God has given us the capability to deal with. We have signed up for a loan with the 
diocese to complete the installation of the lighting and the replacement of our roof.   
 

Here is the list……if we keep it in front of everyone we will not lose the ideas! 

Water Grass – We have recruited Tru-Green to attempt to rid our lawn of the water grass that has become prevalent in the county. 
Father Allen has a more sophisticated name for it, “nutsedge” but  I am sticking with water grass. 

  

American with Disabilities Act Compliance – On Hold pending completion of other projects.  
 

Concrete Steps at front of church – This project is on the table until we make a decision on ADA.  
 

Concrete Steps coming out of sacristy door – This project is on the table until we make a decision on ADA.  
 

Lighting – Capital Electric has been selected as the contractor for the installation of the lighting. The lights have been ordered and 
should arrive mid-August, so we anticipate new lighting by October or earlier.   

 

Roof Washing – I still believe we need to find a method to wash the north side of the church without hurting the plants.  
 

Prayer Garden Water – We need to clean out the sump that is in the garden but it would appear that the re-design is working for 
now. We need to remember to contemplate a similar concept in the grass area to the west. We may need to put another 
system in place to move the water west to Mulberry Street 

 

Roof – The roof for the church as well as the parish house will be replaced this year pending approval from the vestry. 
 

Turning Iron Rods into wood – as we replace our light system we took a long look at the iron rods that hold our parish together. 
Our thought is to turn these rods into wood beams. Design details are not yet established but will come soon. 

 

If we can assist in any way please let us know! 
Barry – 812-483-4319 

Senior Warden August Thoughts 
 

1 Give to the LORD, O you mighty, give to the LORD glory and strength. 
2 Give to the LORD the glory due to his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
3 The voice of the LORD is on thewaters: the God of glory thunders: the LORD is on many 
waters. 
4 The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty. 
 

Here we are sliding, as if to home plate, into August!  We often comment when a new month 
begins, "Where has this year gone?....or....I can't believe it's August already!"  Well, as we 
move through a year, some things never change, and others change, some good and some 
not so good.  Some tangibly and some situationally, but both affecting ours and others lives.   
 

As life situations move on, we balance, adjust, add to, and eliminate elements of our life to 
maintain an equilibrium.   
 

Now we focus on our Magnificent God! 
It's time to worship and praise Him to the highest Heavens!  Our Creator never, ever 
changes!  We totally thank Him for Whom He is and His great Love for us, giving His Son for 
us so that we shall forever live with Him in Eternity.   
 

A Mighty Fortress is Our God!  We have the great privilege of serving Him as The Corporate 
Body of Christ of St. John's Episcopal Church.  We worship, pray, praise, share our joys and 
our sorrows together.  We support one another  Each one separate and also together.   
 

Brothers and sisters, let us with love and compassion, each one be each ones' keeper as 
Christ is our Keeper.  
 

"Bow down and worship Him in Holiness." 
 

With God's blessings to all,  
Peace,  
Gail 

FINANCIAL NEWS 
 

In June the Vestry gave approval 
to apply for a $40,000 loan from 
our diocese to move forward and 
pay for two major projects we want 
to get completed this year; the 
new lights and replacing the roof. 
See Barry’s report.  Susan set 
aside some funds for capital 
projects, but the decision was 
made to invest the funds in our 
portfolio account with the hopes of 
gaining a higher return on 
investment (yield) than the interest 
on the loan. The loan is for five 
years at 3.75%, but we have set 
up a payment schedule to pay it 
off in 40 months. Susan 
transferred $30,000 from the 
checking account for the Finance 
Committee to invest our 
endowment portfolio. 



FOOD PANTRY  
August Contribution 

Canned Fruit 
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Reaching Out To Others 

Samaritan’s Purse:  
Operation Christmas 
Child 
 

Again, this year, we are asking each parishioner to 
assemble their own completed boxes.  It is not too 
early to be thinking about how many boxes you 
might be able to make and purchasing items, like 
school supplies and close-out summer items. 

St. John’s  
Sweet Shop 

2017 River Days Festival  
Friday through Sunday 

September 8, 9 & 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Over the last several years we have become known for our 
Episcopade, cotton candy, and homemade fudge and 
peanut brittle. Start praying for good weather. 
 

St. John’s booth has become known for our Episcopade, 
cotton candy, homemade fudge, and peanut brittle.  The 
first three items will remain our staples again this year. 
Unfortunately, our peanut brittle maker has moved away. 
Anyone want to try their hand at making brittle? How about 
caramel squares that we sold awhile back?  When the 
weather is cooler than normal, we also have had success 
selling coffee and hot chocolate. The cooler temps also 
help the cotton candy production. So, start praying for 
perfect weather for the Festival. 
 

OUR BOOTH WILL BE OPEN ON SUNDAY! 
We were threatened to be evicted from our location on 
Water Street if we were not open on Sunday, so we 
heeded the warning and were surprised last year with good 
sales until closing time in the late afternoon. We will plan to 
be open on Sunday again this year.  
 

WE NEED ALL THE VOLUNTEER HELP WE CAN 
GET FOR SET UP, TEAR DOWNS, AND BOOTH 
SALES. 
 

EVENINGS ARE OUR BIG SELLING TIMES 
Friday and Saturday evenings are our big selling times, so 
we really need maximum help these times. 
 

PROCEEDS 
We will once again, split the profit from our sales       
between the youth group pilgrimage account and our 
capital projects fund account. 

August Outreach Tithe Recipients 
 

Family Matters, $1000 

Posey Humane Society, $425 

Seminary, $500 

Posey County Young Life, $500 

Please bring in  cans of fruit 
and place them in the round 
bin in the parish hall.  
Generic  versions are  
acceptable.  

Booth  

Planning Meeting, 

Tuesday, August 2nd  

at 6:30PM in the      

parish hall 

Journey in Faith 
Wednesday,  
August 9th 
Topic: Constructing and 
leading the Daily Office 
Services of Morning Prayer 
and Evening Prayer. 
 

With a current shortage of priests in our area to offer 
supply when Father Allen is gone, St. John’s has had to 
offer more frequent Morning Prayer Services on 
Sundays. It behooves all in the congregation to return to 
familiarity of this ancient service. 
 

A Soup Supper—pitch-in will preceed the discussion. 
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Connecting Kids to God 

Christian 

Education 

Meeting 

 

Sunday, August 13th 

(after morning service) 
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2017 Parish Pool Party 

I searched Google for canon, this question 
was actually listed:  
 

“What is the difference between a reverend 
and a canon?” 
 

This...This right here………. 
 

(I know the spelling canon/cannon is different and 
meaning also, but couldn’t help but see the humor). 
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Church & Diocese 



LISTENING SESSIONS STILL GOING ON 
Thank you to everyone who attended the “Listening Session” with Bishop Jennifer at 

St. Paul’s Evansville on Sunday, June 25th.  Visit the diocesan website to view other 
“Listening” dates and places if you could not make the last one. 
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Events & Celebrations 

August Events: 
02 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

02 — River Days Festival parish booth planning 

 meeting, 6:30 p.m., parish hall 

06 — Feast Day of the Transfiguration of         

 Our Lord Jesus Christ 

07 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

10 — MSDMV First Day of School 

13 — Christian Education planning meeting  

 after the morning worship service 

13 — Left Handed Day 

17 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

21 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

August Birthdays: 
06 — Savannah Weatherford 

10 — Robin Price 

12 — Hadley Weatherford 

16 — Lesa Webster 

18 — Ann Rains 

24 — Riley Angel 

30 — Amanda Rutherford 
 

August Anniversaries: 
26 —  Meb & Cynthia Jackson 
 

Did we list it wrong?; Is your date missing?;  

let us know. 

If you have a recipe to share—

please let Robin know and it 

can be posted here next month. 

Thanks! 

INDOOR 

S’MORES 

8 cups Golden 
Grahams cereal 
6 cups miniature 

marshmallows 
1 1⁄2 cups chocolate chips 
5 tablespoons butter, cut in pieces 
1teaspoon vanilla 

DIRECTIONS 

1. Grease 9x13 pan. 
2. Pour cereal into large bowl. 
3. Heat 5 cups marshmallows, chips, 

and butter in medium saucepan 
over low heat. 

4. Stir constantly until smooth. 
5. Remove from heat and stir in 

vanilla. 

6. Pour mixture over cereal; stir until 
coated. 

7. Stir in remaining marshmallows. 
8. Press into pan. 
9. Refrigerate for 1 hour until firm. 
10. Cut into bars. 

http://www.food.com/about/marshmallow-358
http://www.food.com/about/marshmallow-358
http://www.food.com/about/chocolate-224
http://www.food.com/about/butter-141
http://www.food.com/about/vanilla-350
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 More 2017 Events & Celebrations 
Mark these dates on your  2017 calendar 

Many listed events are tentative; please  
continue to check the events listed in each 

month’s newsletter and the Sunday bulletins. 

September 2017 
04 — Labor Day Holiday (church office closed) 

06 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

08-10 — Mt. Vernon River Days Festival 

10 — St. John’s will hold an early morning       

 service at the church in order to have our 

 booth open on Sunday 

13 — Clergy Ember Day @ Indy 

16 — Executive Council meeting @ Waycross 

17 — Kick-Off Sunday for Children’s Sunday 

 School classes and choir; pitch-in lunch 

 following the service 

18 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

19 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association  

21 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

24 — Adult, Sunday Morning Bible Study       

 begins, 9:00 a.m., parish hall 

Deanery Council Meeting (TBD in late          

September or early October) 
 

October 2017 
01 — St. Francis Blessing of Animals, 4:00 p.m. 

02 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

04 — Journey in Faith, 6:00 p.m. parish hall 

08 — Harmonie State Park Worship Service and 

 Picnic with St. Stephen’s, New Harmony 

09 — Columbus Day 

13-15 — Allen and Lydia will be gone for Dylan 

 and Sammi’s Wedding Celebration 

16 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

17 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association meeting 

19 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. 

26-28 — Diocesan Convention in Jeffersonville 

30 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

31 — Halloween 

November 2017 

01 — All Saints’ Day 

01 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

01 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall 6:00 p.m. 

02 — Commemoration of All Faithful Departed    

 (All Souls’ Day) 

04 — Women’s Guild Rummage Sale 

05 — DAYLIGHT-SAVING TIME ENDS 

05 — All Saints’ Sunday 

05 — First Episcopal Fund For Human Need  (EFHN) 

Ingathering Sunday 

06 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

10-11 — Executive Council Overnight Retreat        

 @ Waycross 

11 — Veteran’s Day 

12 — Second EFHN Ingathering Sunday 

12 — Operation Christmas Child, shoeboxes            

 ingathering 

14 or 21 — Mt. Vernon Ministerial Association 

 meeting, 3:00 p.m. 

16 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00 p.m. in parish hall 

19 — MVMA Community Good Friday service 

 (further details TBD) 

20 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

23— Thanksgiving Day—Church office closed. 

24 — Church office closed. 

26 — Christ The King Sunday, The Last Sunday     

 of Pentecost 

30 — Feast of St. Andrew’s (get your Scottish on!) 
 

December 2017 
03 — First Sunday of Advent, St. Nicholas visitation 

 to St. John’s 

04 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

06 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

06 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall 6:00 p.m. 

10 — Christmas Present Ingathering 

17 — Third Sunday of Advent, Rose Sunday, with 

 Christmas Pageant 

18 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

21 — Vestry Meeting, 6:00p.m., in parish hall 

22 — Greening of the church, 5:30 p.m. 

24 — [Tentative Schedule] Day of Christmas Eve, 

 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist for Fourth Sunday 

 of Advent 

 10:00 a.m. Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols  

 with Holy Eucharist  

25 — Christmas Day, 9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

 service (church office closed) 

31 — First Sunday after Christmas (Day of New 

 Year’s Eve) 10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

The lights of home are reflecting on the new 

bright red mug and welcome package for 

first time guests.  The Vestry decided that it 

was time to replace the blue and black mugs 

with these beautiful, bright red ones.  The 

gift bags make it easy to provide our new 

friends with helpful information and to 

encourage them to come back again. 


