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St. John’s 

Allen+ 

Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ, 
 

     Robin and I had started working on this newsletter in early March anticipating that many events and       

happenings that take place every year about this time would stay the same. All we needed to do was 

update some dates, times, and other details. Then, the Corona Virus, took off, became a pandemic, and 

a lot of what we put into the newsletter became null and void. 

      It seemed as if news was happening faster than any of us could keep up. The first bit of bad news 

received by St. John’s was that all in-person worship services were to cease, beginning on March 16th. 

We held a service in the church on Sunday, March 16th. We had decent attendance, and their was some 

social distancing in the pews.  We did not exchange the peace that day.  The ban on in-person worship 

is to run at least through Easter Sunday. 

     The second round of bad news came on March 23rd when a “state of emergency” was declared in 

Indiana. The list of things that people and businesses could legally do, and not do, was extensive; too 

complicated for this article. In a nutshell, people were told to stay at home and “shelter in place” as 

much as possible. That same day an order was received from our bishop that all Episcopal churches in 

the diocese were to shutter and vacate the buildings until the emergency was lifted. That emergency 

declaration was set to begin at the end of the day on March 24th and run until April 6th.  It remain to be 

seen whether the emergency declaration will be lifted or extended after April 6th. 

     Robin, Susan Harrison, and I rushed to get all the pertinent financial transactions accomplished       

before we shut down the church buildings.  When the cease to worship order was received, the           

congregation voiced its desire that the sanctuary door remain unlocked. However, after the emergency 

was declared, I made the painful decision to lock the sanctuary door. I have been in the building a   

couple times to check that all was well.  Robin and I had already been working with minimal lights on 

in the church and with the thermostats (heat) set to 62 degrees in an effort to save a little money. 

     Before I left on Tuesday, March 24th, I packed up my office computer, massive amounts of books, 

and other essential office items so that I could set up a church office in the basement of my home.  I 

have been feverishly reworking worship services, answering phone calls, texts, and e-mails from         

parishioners, revamping this newsletter, and getting up to speed on video technology, that before now, I 

seldom needed to use. 

     I am trying my best to keep as 

many of you as possible up to 

date on worship services by      

sending out e-mails, and posting 

information on the church’s      

Facebook page and on our         

website.  I urge you, that if you 

have never visited or used our 

church website before, check it 

every day to see what might be 

posted.  I also urge everyone to 

also help me out by checking in 

on each other. I am available to 

talk just about any time while   

we are in exile. 

Left: Bugging out of my church 

office. 

 

Right: The temporary office set 

up in the basement of my home. 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
FAX: (812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:00-NOON 
Robin Price, Secretary 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Schedule 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday,  
9:15 a.m. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

8:45—9:45 a.m. Rite 13 Youth Groups  
9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study  & Choir  
Rehearsal, and Pre K-4th Grade Class 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the Eucharist 
in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance  
Available 

Also become our friend  and/or 
LIKE us on          
Facebook at  

St Johns Episcopal Church 

 

The Work Set Forth  
 
 
 

 Be beacons of Jesus Christ 
 Generous Invitation and Welcome 
 Connect with one another and the 

world 
 Stand with the marginalized and 

vulnerable to transform systems of 
injustice  

 Provide resources for lay leaders 
and clergy for the Church of today 
and tomorrow. 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Kim Steele, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Sue Webster, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

 

The scheduling information posted on this 

page is our regular dates and times,       

assuming we will get back to “normal” 

sometime in April. 

Look us up on the web at 
www.mtvstjohns.org 

A member of The Confluence Neighborhood of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The  Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 
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 Leadership 
First Ever ZOOM Video Conference Vestry Meeting 
The Vestry held its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on Thursday, March 19th, but it did not        

take place in the parish hall. All the Vestry members took part in the meeting via the ZOOM video  

conferencing software program. There were some grumblings from a couple members who had never 

used this program before and who had some trouble getting the program installed and running.      

However, the meeting took place without much difficulty.  Below, and on the next page, is a list of 

agenda items and information that was discussed at that meeting. 
 

Financials 
The primary concern I have had is whether we have enough income and cash to get us through this      

crisis, hoping that it is short term. Susan Harrison reported that we will be okay at least for the next six 

months. I would just urge members to continue to contribute to the parish…. as they are able. Offering 

checks can still be mailed to the church. We have a “donate” button on our church website.  
 

One priority in the midst of this health emergency and economic crisis is maintaining an appropriate 

level of social justice, compassion, and fairness. The Vestry agreed that our organists continue to        

receive their regular weekly (Sunday) compensation. Even before the church was completely closed, 

we had informed Sara Goad that she would continue to be compensated  for her sexton position and 

nursery attendance. My hope is that none of you will be an Ebenezer Scrooge and feel that we are     

unduly paying our valued employees and contractors when it is not their fault that they cannot perform 

their normal services to the church.  We are extending what we hope is temporary grace.  
 

As noted in my cover article, we are trying to save a little money by keeping all but one of the church 

thermostats set to 60 or 62 degrees. The only thermostat at normal temperature is in Robin’s office. 

(That thermostat was also turned down after the lockdown order was given.) I have a window heater/

AC unit in my office. I am keeping my door closed and using the heater sparingly. Also, we are          

keeping all the lights turned off throughout the building, except in our offices as we are working. I am 

also unplugging other non-essential electrical devices that are pulling electrical power. Susan Harrison 

and I are looking at the budget and trying to find non-essential items and services we can temporarily 

suspend or cut from the budget. Our Tru Green lawn care was temporarily halted.  
 

Capital Campaign Report 
The campaign projects meeting scheduled for Thursday, March 12th was postponed due to the threat of 

severe storms rolling through the area prior to the start of the meeting. At some future point a meeting 

needs to take place to discuss further restoration of the house. One decision that was made by the      

Vestry to save a little money was to go ahead and pay off our diocesan loan. The loan pay off was        

approximately $36,500, which leaves us with $26,000 to work with until more pledge payments are 

received. We must remember that we are just coming up on the completion of the first year of a three 

year campaign.  There is still over $50,000 in pledges yet to be received in that time period. 
 

Outreach Report 
We were also making great progress on the collection of funds for our Lenten Project. We will keep 

that project running past Easter if necessary until we reach our goal. We set a slightly lower financial 

goal this year, so with a little generosity from the congregation, we should still be able to raise the 

funds. Unless the church closure extends into late April and May, we will still plan on collecting items 

for Precious Posies and taking up our coin collection for United Thank Offering. 
 

Pray For My Health and Our Senior Warden 
I jokingly say every year that the primary job of the Senior Warden is to keep me safe.  

So, Kim Steele needs to pray for my health and safety. If I get sick with this virus,  

or have to be quarantined for any length of time, Kim would be in charge!   

I would not have asked her to be Senior Warden if I didn’t think she could do it! 
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Leadership 
Rector’s Notes 
Prior to the shutdown, Robin and I had informed the Black Township Trustees, and Beth Russell at 

Family Matters, that we are still fulfilling assistance requests for the time being. When the shutdown 

took place on March 24th, we called both agencies back and told them our assistance would be put on 

hold until we received the “all clear” to return to our church offices. The Trustees and Beth both states 

that requests for assistance were down, but they were expecting a tsunami of requests when the        

emergency declaration was lifted.  The fear is that those people who receive the COVID 19 stimulus 

checks from the government will treat it as free money to spend frivolously and not use it for its             

intended purpose—to pay bills, feed their families, and other priority needs. 
 

As many of you have heard, Rev. Jamie Kent is leaving Trinity U.C.C. at the end of May.  There are    

a number of Ministerial Association prayer and worship services planned before he leaves. We are  

cancelling upcoming events as we are mandated by government directives, but trying to keep events 

scheduled for later in April and May. 
 

Lydia and I were scheduled to take a vacation from April 13th through April 20th.  But now, Lydia may 

be required to work, and circumstances may cause me to have to stick around. We’ll see how things 

pan out as we get closer to that date. I had scheduled for Pastor Troy Dekemper to come and preach on 

Sunday, April 19th, but I am planning to either hold a service in the church, or continue with the      

Facebook Live worship services. Either way, I feel it is important for me to be here and offering           

Sunday services until such time that Lydia and I can more easily take a vacation. We may still take a 

day or two off during that week in mid-April. 
 

I had been training since mid-December to run two full marathons in April; one on the 4th and         

another on the 25th. Both of those races have been postponed. I am not planning to run either of those 

marathons on their rescheduled dates. My hope is to keep training through the summer and run races 

this fall. 
 

I had a health concern that worried me through February and March. I was experiencing heart              

palpitations, flutters, and a pounding heart beat. I was referred to a heart group, and I was given a holter 

(heart) monitor to wear for two weeks. I continued to run while wearing the monitor and even ran 16 

and 18 miles respectively. I did make the decision to go caffeine free. The results from the monitor 

came back that I am experiencing PVCs (premature ventricular contractions) and Bigeminy (two rapid 

heart beats followed by a skipped beat).  Neither of these symptoms are life threatening, and I have no 

restrictions on physical activity. I still plan to run and to abstain from caffeine. 
 

I am still hoping that the College of Congregational Development (CCD) takes place in mid-June. I 

made the wise choice of adding trip insurance to my flight booking in case the College gets cancelled. 

Having the Lenten study put on hold has been an inconvenience to my required CCD work. However,  

I have been given permission from the CCD director to hold the program using ZOOM video           

conferencing.  I was well pleased with the interactions and discussions we had after the first two nights 

of the program.  The information about the program has been e-mailed out to the congregation. I will 

be  hosting the ZOOM program on Sunday mornings at 9:00 A.M. and on Wednesday evenings at   

6:00 P.M. The schedule can be found on another page of this newsletter. 
 

On-Line Worship Services 

I have been working diligently to get up to speed on various ways to use technology and social media 

to offer prayer and worship. I have been hosting Facebook Live worship services and audio-recorded 

services as much as possible. The liturgies for these services can be found on our church website at 

www.mtvstjohns.org under the “Worship Liturgies” tab.  I have not yet learned how to post the  

video services on the website. I hope to figure that out quickly. I am still mandated by  

the bishop and the Episcopal Church to not hold an in-person worship service  

on Easter morning. 



“Nickel & Diming” 
The UTO Spring Ingathering will be 

April 26th and May, 10th.   

If you haven’t been collecting coins and 

don’t have a little blue mite box, please 

pick one up and save your coins to give 

thanks for all the blessings God has  

bestowed upon you.  We appreciate 

every nickel and dime, as  

well as pennies,  

quarters, and dollars. 

 
We are skipping  

May 3rd due to tent service. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

APRIL 
FOOD PANTRY 

CRACKERS 
The Food Pantry  
needs crackers.  

Please place them in  
the plastic tote located in the  

Parish Hall.  

Thank You Beth Dingman 
for another delightful display. 

 

Outreach Distribution 

Schedule for April 
  

Walk for Dreams on behalf of  

Family Matters—$4,000.00 

2020 Lenten  
Outreach 

 

World Vision 

$610 had been collected before the       

COVID 19 Shutdown. We will continue 

this project until we reach our goal. 
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Precious Posies 
Baby Shower 
Our Spring Ingathering For  
Precious Posies will be held  
Sunday, April 19th & 26th.  
You may also drop off donations  
during normal church office hours. 
 

The following items are needed: 
 

Disposable diapers (all sizes) 
Pull-ups 
Sippy cups 
Baby bottles 
Bibs (cloth and disposable) 
Pacifiers 
Home safety items (socket plugs, etc.) 
Wipes 
Baby blankets 
Wash cloths 
Burp cloths 
Crib sheets 
Toys 
Summer clothes (up to 4T) 
 

Thank You to everyone who purchased winter 
items during the end-of-season clearance sales.  
We will be adding those items to our donation     
as well. 

Our Church Activities 

SIGNS OF SPRING 
Not long after the COVID 19 state of emergency 
was declared, I was staring out the back patio 
window and saw a rabbit nibbling on new shoots 
of grass. I asked Lydia, “do you think the rabbit 
knows that the human population is being   
threatened by a pandemic disease?” 
A short walk around my yard revealed many 
signs of life in nature. What signs have you seen? 

A robin’s nest on the                

extension ladder  

hanging on my house. 
 

Asparagus shoots climb 

high into the sky on thin 

stalks 
 

Mockingbirds have a nest 

with eggs in a front holly 

bush. 

The pansies thrived 

during the unusually 

warm winter and are 

displaying glorious 

color. 
 

Not shown: A baby 

rabbit was spotted 

hiding in the bushes in 

mid-March. Seems a 

little early for baby 

bunnies. 

Where’s Wally? 
It was suggested  

by a parishioner 

that Wally the 

Wayward Camel  

be included in the 

Facebook Live 

worship services. 

Keep an eye out  

for Wally in all  

future on-line  

services. 
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Our Church and Community 

Ten people received prayer and/or ashes at the 
River Bend Food Pantry from Fr. Allen and      
Beth Dingman.  Seven people received ashes at 
IGA from Fr. Allen. Three people received ashes 
at the Printcrafters parking lot from Rev. Karen 
Fraser Moore and Fr. Allen.  The weather played 
a big factor again at our two outdoor locations. 
It was rainy and windy at IGA, and windy and 
very cold at Printcrafters.  
 

Our mission motto for this ministry has always      
been “quality, not quantity. If we reach one  
person who needs prayer (and ashes), then       
we have had a successful day.” 

The Spring Clean Up Day scheduled       

for March 29th and/or April 5th has been 

cancelled due to the emergency            

declaration and the requirement to          

practice social distancing. 
 

However, if you are getting stir crazy and 

need to get out of the house, you are more 

than welcome to come to the church any 

day and time to rake leaves, pull weeds, 

and other church yard projects. 

RINGING OF THE BELLS 
The city of Mt. Vernon asked that all area 
churches ring their church bells for five 
minutes at Noon each Sunday while the 
state of emergency is in effect. Our digital 
carillon is equipped with a remote control, 
so the bells can be rung from the north 
side prayer garden. Several area churches, 
along with St. John’s, first range the bells 
at Noon on March 29th. If you miss the 
sound of our bells, drive by the church at 
Noon on Sundays. 
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 Our Church & Community 
HOLY WEEK  

SERVICES 

        Facebook LIVE 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
April 5th, 10:00 AM 

Blessing of Palms and Branches 
Passion Gospel Reading 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 9th, 6:00 PM 

 Evening Prayer Service 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
April 10th  

12:00 P.M. (Noon) 
Traditional Good Friday Liturgy from      

the 1979 Book of Common Prayer 
 

6:00 PM 
Way of the Cross 

 

There will be no service 
on Holy Saturday this 

year. 
 

EASTER DAY 
April 12th 
10:00 AM  

Morning Prayer Service 
 

The hope is that we will be able to gather 
again for in-person worship at the church 

beginning on Sunday, April 19th.             
If we are still in a state of  emergency, 

Morning Prayer will again be offered by 
Father Allen via Facebook Live. 

 
ON-LINE FRIDAY MORNING 

PRAYER SERVICES 
In addition to hosting Sunday services        
on Facebook, Father Allen is praying 

Morning Prayer on Fridays at 8:30 A.M. 
until worship can resume in the church. 

LENTEN PROGRAM  

CONTINUES BY  

VIDEO CONFERENCE 
 

The Lenten study was halted when the church 

was forced to shutdown for worship and         

meetings. The program is starting up again     

using the ZOOM Video Conferencing software. 

Zoom is a FREE program that can be installed 

and used on smartphones, tablets, laptops and 

desktop computers. Below is the schedule of 

video meeting times and discussions. 
 

Sources of Transformation 
A Ministry Inventory and Diagnostic Study 

 

ZOOM Video Conferences 

Sunday Mornings, 9:00 to 9:45 AM 

Wednesday Evenings, 6:00 to 7:00 PM 
 

March 29th & April 1st – Study and Learning 

Transforming the Mind and Heart, and          

Practicing Our Faith 
 

April 5th & 8th – Action 

Stewardship, Service, and Evangelism 

Welcome: Transform: Send 
 

No Class on Easter Morning. 

We will pick back up on Wednesday, April 15th & 

Sunday the 19th. 

 

April 15th & 19th – Life in Community 
Using Conversation, Food, and Silence/Listening 

to strengthen our ties to one another in the church. 

 

Journey in Faith – (TBD)    
This will be a wrap up session to gather feedback  

on what we learned and how to move forward on 

implementing the changes we identified. 

 

Even if we are able to return to regular services 

and regular meetings at the church, I will still        

offer the opportunity to host these discussions on 

Wednesday evenings on ZOOM. 
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 Our Church & Community 
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Events & Celebrations 

April Birthdays: 
04 — Melonie Steele 
07 — Amy Steele 
12 — William Gerton 
13 — Mary Ann Burris 
24 — Susan Harrison 
 

April Anniversaries: 
15 —  Michael & Tammy Weatherford 
17 —  Chris & Diane Hancock 
23 —  Paul & Judy Maurer 
 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly  
let us know so we can update our files. April 2020 

01 — April Fool’s Day 

01 — Food Pantry delivery to Cloverleaf 

05 — Palm Sunday Service (FB Live*) 10:00 a.m. 

06 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

09 — Maundy Thursday Service (FB Live) 6:00 p.m. 

10 —  Good Friday Service #1, (FB Live) 12:00 p.m. 

10 —  Good Friday Service #2, (FB Live) 6:00 p.m. 
 Way of the Cross  

11 —  No Holy Saturday Service this year! 

12 —  Easter Morning Service (FB Live) 10:00 a.m. 

16 — Vestry meeting, 6:00 p.m. (Might be ZOOM) 

19 — Precious Posies Baby Shower, first                     
 collection Sunday 

19 — Sunday Morning Service still to be determined 

 Facebook Live or Holy Eucharist 

20 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

21 —  MVMA meeting, 2:30 p.m. 

22 — Kings and Queens 4H meeting (TBD) 

25 — Earth Day 

26— Precious Posies Baby Shower, second                    
 collection Sunday  

 & First UTO Coin ingathering 

 

* (FB Live) = Facebook Live Worship Services 

Ingredients 

 6 boiled eggs 

 ⅓ cup mayonnaise 

 ¼ cup dill pickle relish 

 1 tbsp. mustard 

 1 tsp.  vinegar 

 ½ tsp.  paprika 

 ½ tsp. cracked pepper 

 ¼ tsp.  salt 

 6 pieces butter lettuce, for serving 

Instructions 

1. Peel the boiled eggs and slice in half. 

2. Pop the yolk out of the eggs and into a small 

 mixing bowl. Set whites aside. 

3. Add the mayonnaise, relish, mustard, vinegar,       

paprika, salt, and pepper to the yolks and mash 

together until smooth and creamy. 

4. Chop the egg whites into small chunks and 

add to the yolk mixture. Stir to combine. 

5. Serve with lettuce for making wraps or eat with 

a fork. 
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 

Have a Blessed and Happy Easter! 


