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St. John’s 

The Gospel in a Dozen Eggs 
 

     Resurrection Eggs have been around for at least two decades. I first became aware of them and bought my first dozen 
when I was a Sunday School teacher back at St. Luke’s, Shelbyville in the mid-1990s.  I have used them occasionally to teach 
the story of the Passion and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Using small, symbolic objects hidden in plastic Easter 
eggs to tell the story of our redemption and salvation from Sin and Death seems like a childish act, but I would contend that 
going through the process of opening each egg to reveal its object, and then explaining the significance of that symbolic 
object is important for people of all ages. Hence, since this newsletter is being published on the cusp of Holy Week and 
Easter, I want to crack open a dozen eggs and give a brief explanation of their symbols.  
 

Egg #1: A little plastic donkey. On Palm Sunday we hear the story of Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem riding on a       
donkey. Biblical historians, in recent  years, have put forth evidence that while Jesus was entering Jerusalem riding the        
donkey at one gate, Pontius Pilate was returning from an official trip and was entering the city through another gate. Both 
were entering with great fanfare, but the implications of both entries were entirely different. Jesus was the Ruler of Peace, 
while Pilot was the Ruler who brought Roman occupation, worldly authority and oppression of the people of God. 
Egg #2: Three silvery metallic coins. These coins represent the thirty pieces of silver that Judas Iscariot accepted to betray 
the Lord Jesus to the Jewish authorities.  What is the price we are willing to accept to betray our savior? 
Egg #3: A tiny cup, chalice. This symbolizes the cup of wine that Jesus shared with his disciples at the Last Supper before 
his crucifixion. He told them that it represented his blood that would be shed on the cross. “Do this as often as you drink it in 
remembrance of me.” We are saved by the Blood of the Lamb of God that takes away the Sin of the world. 
Egg #4: Praying hands.  This little set of hands held flat together in the symbol of prayer reminds us of Jesus’ prayer to God 
that he was willing to sacrifice his life to reconcile us back to the Father. It was an agonizing prayer in the Garden of         
Gethsemane.  
Egg #5: A tiny piece of leather strap.  This little piece of leather pales in comparison to the massive whips and cords that 
tore at Jesus flesh when he was handed over to be mocked and scourged after he was sentenced to death by both the Jewish 
authorities and the Roman guards. Historians tell us that the Roman process of scourging was so severe that many victims 
died before they could be hung on the cross. 
Egg #6: A crown of thorns. Jesus had been hailed as “King of the Jews” by the crowd as he entered Jerusalem. Roman 
guards gave Jesus a purple robe and crown of thorns as they mocked and spat upon him during the scourge. Jesus IS “King 
of Kings, and Lord of lords.” 
Egg #7: Three nails in the shape of a cross. Some of us cringe at being punctured by a little wooden splinter in our finger or 
feet. Imagine the pain of having large spike nails driven through your hands/wrists and feet? Then, being hung by those nails 
from a wooden cross. 
Egg #8: A six-sided dice. This may not have been what the Roman guards used, but we are told that Jesus had a cloak of 
enough value that the guards were willing to “cast lots”, gamble to see who would win the prize. 
Egg #9: A spear. The Jewish officials and Roman guards were in a hurry for the three crucified “criminals” to die. They broke 
the legs of the two on either side of Jesus, but thrust a spear into Jesus’ rib cage, even though he was already dead. John 
tells us that both water and blood poured out of the wound. Living Water and The Blood of the Lamb. 
Egg #10: A small piece of cloth. Joseph of Arimathea offered his newly hued tomb for Jesus’ burial, and the faithful women 
who had followed Jesus to the cross  quickly wrapped his body in linens for the burial. 
Egg #11: A stone. This symbolizes the massive stone that was rolled in front of the tomb. It took several men to position the 
heavy stone over the tomb to seal it. It was also stamped with the insignia of the Roman authority and power. To disturb the 
tomb was a criminal offense worthy of death. Guards also stood vigil at the tomb. No one was going in or out of that fortress 
tomb. No one was going to steal the body of Jesus!  The Jews made sure of it, and Pilot made sure of it! 
Egg #12: Empty!! As empty as the tomb itself. Jesus is not in the tomb. He is risen! He is alive. He is the first to be             
resurrected by the Spirit of God, so that those who believe in Jesus’ death and resurrection would also not die a spiritual 
death but would be granted eternal life and the promise of a future resurrection. 
 

A dozen plastic eggs with little toys and trinkets inside them. Silly things! Yet, they are also a powerful reminder of the story of 
God’s redemptive work, God’s willingness to do whatever it took, even sacrificing his own Son, so that we might LIVE! —
Amen. 
 

Happy Easter! 

Allen+ 



Serving Christ In The Community For Over 160 Years 

A member of The Southwest Deanery of The Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis;  

The Episcopal Church in the United States; and the Worldwide Anglican Communion 

 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:00-NOON 
Robin Price, Secretary 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home: 812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Schedule 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Weekday Services  
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Friday,  8:30a.m. 
 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

8:45—9:45 a.m.  J2A  & Rite 13 Youth Groups  
9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study  & Choir  
Rehearsal, and Pre K-2nd Grade Class 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the Eucharist 
in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

Look us up on the web at www.mtvstjohns.org 
Also become our friend on Facebook:  mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 

The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Baskerville-Burrows, Bishop 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Mrs. Gail Robb, Senior Warden 
Mr. Brian Nichols, Junior Warden 
Mrs. Rosemary Harlow, Vestry Clerk 
Ms. Susan Harrison, Treasurer 



Angels in The News Explain and Show  Us The Way To The Cross and 
Eternity  
 

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows.  When His mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph,....she was found to be with child by the 
Holy Spirit.”  Matt 1:18 
 

“...., behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him (Joseph) in a dream, saying,””Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife; for that which has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit””.  Matt 1:20 
 

“ And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who will save His people from their sins.”  Matt 1:21 
 

As we know, as Christians, Jesus grew in stature and in God’s favor, obeying the laws, choosing the Twelve Disciples, while teaching and 
preaching the Kingdom of God, believing and receiving all that was taught and showing the people how to live by God’s truth that would set 
them free.   
 

While Jesus was fulfilling His mission on earth, the stage was being set for Him to give the Greatest Gift ever....that being the sacrifice of His 
Holy and Sinless life in exchange for Eternal Life to be given to all who will receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior.   
So the events following Jesus’ earthly ministry occurred....cruel, unfair, and unavoidable so that God’s plan for His people might be fulfilled.   
Yes, we know the Story.  Palm Sunday, The Last Supper in the Upper Room the betrayal of Jesus.  Then that deep, dark Friday.  The 
Crucifixion of Jesus.  The end had come.   
 

No! Wait!  Miracle of Miracles!   
 

The cross could not contain Him! 
3 days later....He Arose in a Glorified Body.  Death conquered forever! 
 

“And the Angel answered and said to the women....”He is not here, for He has risen, just as He said.”  Matt 28: 5-6 
  

Alleluia!  Amen!   Glory to God in the Highest!  Peace to His people on earth! 
 

Have a faith filled and blessed Holy Week.   
 

The stone will again be rolled away! 
 

Happy Easter, 
Gail Robb 
Senior Warden 
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 Leadership 

           Wow! Spring is coming!  I can hardly believe we are actually nearing the end of the 1st quarter of 2018!  Just want to mention 
to you all that the 2018 budget for St. John’s is right on track with projections. This is a good thing.  By the end of April you will be 
receiving your first pledge & giving statements for 2018 so be watching for those. Just let me or Robin know if you have any questions 
about your documents. 
     I want to give a special “shout out” to the whole congregation for the AWESOME job you guys have done with the Lenten farm 
project!  That project was such a special outreach and can you just imagine the excitement of the village communities who will be 
receiving those farms!?  I wish we could send a reporter to take pictures of those animals arriving. Thanks be to God for all His 
blessings on this small but mighty church family, so that we are able to do the work of Jesus through our giving to others who are less 
fortunate.  Thank you all for your dedication and generosity as we not only talk the talk but also walk the walk of our Great 
Commission. 
     As if you hadn’t noticed - the front & garden steps of the church went missing!   This was the result of a project the Vestry passed 
at the end of 2017 and was waiting for adequate weather to go ahead with the actual reconstruction. The money was set aside last 
year for this job. How great will it be to welcome the whole Community on Good Friday to come up the new front steps into St. John’s 
Episcopal Church!?  I hope all of you who are able will join us for the Mt. Vernon Ministerial Assoc. Service at St. John’s.  It is a 
wonderful opportunity to show people what a warm and welcoming church we are. 
     I do want to mention one more item.  I know you are all aware of the operating funds we use each year to keep the church to 
running smoothly are partly generated through the Morris Fund, which is entirely invested in the stock market.  The finance 
committee, Shawn Worman our professional financial advisor and myself, all keep these funds VERY closely monitored.  I realize the 
news media has loudly reported the extreme volatility in the market these past few weeks. Our portfolio is designed to earn interest & 
dividends from our holdings.  The level of the DOW does effect the value of our stocks ON PAPER but it has almost no effect on the 
amount of money that is being produced to pay the bills at St. Johns.  If any of you ever have concerns in this area -- please know 
that our financial records are ALL open to our members.  Just let me know and I will be happy to show you anything you would like to 
see. 
      Thanks be to God for all the blessings of this parish.  We do all this for His glory and not for our own.  May the Holy Spirit continue 
to guide us to walk in His Will every day. 

Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Notes  
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Items in Planning 

Adding timer to the circuit for the pendant lights : 

Capital Electric contacted  

Grading and installing a gravel parking area adjacent to the alley on the south side of Sixth 
Street: Bids being acquired 

Power wash and water seal the wooden steps on the north side of the church to second floor 
exit. 

Brian will do as time and weather allows 

Spring Cleaning Day! April 8th - Rain day April 15th 

Met with Karen Lawson and Sue Webster about mulching. They said they would like 

something with less maintenance such as river rock mulch. 

Need to identify other tasks to be performed    

Paint and caulk church exterior—2019: Bids being acquired 

Ideas / suggestions 
Steam cleaning carpet 

Suggestion that we need new garbage disposal in the kitchen 

Suggestion that we consider enclosing front porch to creat small narthex. 

Some of these large projects and suggestions can be rolled into the Capital Campaign. 

Leadership  
Capital Campaign Update 
A key part of the annual Vestry Retreat held back on February 3rd was the presentation of a pre-recorded webinar 

published by the Episcopal Church Foundation (ECF) about the process of a major capital campaign. Vestry members 

were invited to discuss their thoughts on what they learned from the video. The important point for everyone in the 

congregation to know and remember is that there are a number of steps involved in a capital campaign long before any 

money is asked for or received.  There is a period of discernment of what are the needs of the congregation for which 

we might want to raise money. The impetus of this capital campaign is to continue the conversation of making the 

church buildings ADA Compliant (handicap accessible), but this is also a chance to discern if God is also calling us to 

pursue other ministry opportunities in conjunction of the ADA topic.  Ministry life moves at a fast and busy pace in the 

weeks before and during Lent and Holy Week.  The Vestry approved to move forward in interviewing capital 

campaign consultants and writing grants to help fund the work of the consultants.  Another important fact brought out 

in the webinar video is that it is not the work of the pastor or priest to do all of the work of a capital campaign. I am 

willing to assist with the campaign, but it is going to take a team of leaders of this congregation to work with me 

through the capital campaign process.  I have contacted Wendy McCormick, who is the director of the Center For 

Congregation (CFC) in Evansville. Wendy has provided me with the names of two consultants in the Evansville area 

to consider. One of these people has been a close clergy colleague.  It is also Wendy who will help us write the Lily 

Foundation Resource Grant to gain the funding for the consultant. Additionally, our diocese has matching funds to 

assist with these resource grants.  The grant cannot be started until a consultant has been chosen and contracted.  In 

other words, we need to know the cost of the consultant to include in the grant.  I have also been in touch with Leslie 

Pendleton of the Episcopal Church Foundation and they have selected for us, a member of their team who is willing to 

come to St. John’s and discuss how the ECF can help us work through the capital campaign.  Immediately after Easter, 

I hope to have a team of volunteers in place to set up interviews and begin the process of selecting our consultant and 

writing the grant.  I told both Wendy and Leslie that we have been discussing ADA Compliance for over twelve years, 

so a slow, diligent process of interviewing and grant writings is not going to make a huge difference. We all need to be 

open and engaged in what the Holy Spirit and Christ is calling us to do in our ability to serve Christ in our parish and 

our community. 

Junior Warden Report 

 

 

Wednesday,  

April 4th, 6:00 PM 

 

The 6th chapter of the 
Restoration study 

book will be 
presented and 

discussed. 
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 Our Church Activities 

Thank you to 
everyone who 

provided food and 
drinks and 

participated in this 
well attended 

study. 
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 Our Church & Community 



“Nickel & 

Diming” 
The UTO Spring Ingathering will be  

The first two Sundays in May, 6th & 13th.  

If you haven’t been collecting coins and 

don’t have a little blue mite box, please 

pick one up and save your coins to give 

thanks for all the  

blessings God has  

bestowed upon you.   

We appreciate every  

nickel and dime, as  

well as pennies,  

quarters, and dollars. S
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Reaching Out To Others 

APRIL 
FOOD PANTRY 

 

CRACKERS 
The Food Pantry  

needs crackers.  
Please place them in  

the plastic tote located in the  

Parish Hall.  

Thank You 
Beth  

for a wonderful 
display. 

Outreach Distribution 

Schedule for April   

Indy Honor Flight—$800.00 

Children’s Learning Center—$500.00 

Seminary—$500.00 

Gilda’s Club—$500 

2018 Lenten 
Outreach 

We achieved our goal of $1000 for 2 Farm 
sets. 

As of March 18th we have raised 

$1,174.45! 



Precious Posies 
Baby Shower 
Our Spring Ingathering For  
Precious Posies will be held  
Sunday, April 22nd and 29th. 
 

The following items are needed: 
 

Disposable diapers (all sizes) 
Pull-ups 
Sippy cups 
Baby bottles 
Bibs (cloth and disposable) 
Pacifiers 
Home safety items (socket plugs, etc.) 
Wipes 
Baby blankets 
Wash cloths 
Burp cloths 
Monetary donations 
Crib sheets 
Toys 
Summer clothes (up to 4T) 
 

Thank You to everyone who purchased  
winter items during the end-of-season  
clearance sales.  We will be adding those 
items to our donation as well. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

WHEN: Thursday, May 3rd AT Noon 

WHERE: on the Courthouse Lawn 
 

The Mt. Vernon Ministerial 

Association, under the leadership of 

Rev. Jamie Kent is planning to hold 

a prayer gathering on the 

courthouse lawn starting at Noon, 

May 3rd to recognize the National 

Day of Prayer. Along with Jamie, 

other local pastors plan to be 

present for the event, including 

Father Allen. The Mayor has been 

invited to join the prayer event with 

other local officials. 

In the event of rain;  

the concert will be held  

at  

Trinity United Church of Christ 
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Our Diocese & Church 

Celebration of New Ministry in Evansville 
The people of St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Evansville, and the Rev. Holly Rankin Zaher 
celebrated their new ministry together on Thursday, February 8 at 6 p.m. Bishop 
Jennifer presided, and the Rev. J. Brian McVey preached.  Various members of the 
congregation and community presented various symbols of Holly’s ministry and life 
within and outside the parish. Holly is participating in the training program for 
Evansville’s roller derby team.  Robin Price presented Holly with a derby helmet 
(“helmet of salvation”) as a reminder that the greatest position we all play is in 
presenting the message of salvation to those around us through our words and actions. 
 

Photo courtesy of  the Episcopal Diocese of Indianapolis Newsletter 

New Confirmation Policy 
 

During Bishop Cate’s episcopate, her theology led to the 

dismissal of local parish Confirmation services. Instead, 

she believed that Confirmations should be held during the 

Easter Season, and in a larger sense of community, such 

as deaneries. Cate made a few exceptions over the years, 

but adhered to these rules she established.  

Bishop Jennifer brings with her, her own theology, 

traditions, and practices. Bishop Jennifer is taking a 

serious look at the deanery system as a whole, and in 

turn, how Confirmation services will be conducted in the 

diocese. Jennifer is planning on two regional 

Confirmation services this year; one at the Cathedral in 

Indianapolis yet this Spring, and a service at St. Paul’s, 

Evansville on the evening of September 11th.  Bishop 

Jennifer is also bringing back the practice of local parish 

Confirmations. St. John’s has one adult who has 

expressed interest in being Confirmed, and all of the J2A 

youth group teens will need Confirmation instruct before 

they can be Confirmed. Beth is planning to work with the 

teens next fall to prepare them for Confirmation.  The 

hope is that by Spring 2019, St. John’s will be back in the 

visitation rotation for Bishop Jennifer, and all our 

members wishing to be Confirmed can receive that 

sacrament then. Bishop Cate was also adamant that 

persons desiring to be Confirmed had to be at least 16 

years old, a strict interpretation of the Church’s canon 

law.  Bishop Jennifer has stated that she is willing to 

confirm teens as young a 13 years of age, if the 

supporting congregation believes that person to be mature 

enough in age and faith to make the personal decision to 

live into the baptismal covenant on their own. 

PALM SUNDAY 
March 25th 
10:00 AM 

Palm Procession & Passion Gospel 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
March 29th 

6:00 PM 
 The Agape Meal will take place  

during the Eucharist in the parish hall. 
Communion will follow in the church. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
March 30th 6:00 PM 
Way of the Cross and 

Reserve Sacrament Communion 
with Passion Gospel of John 

 

EASTER VIGIL 
March 31st 

7:00 PM 
(THE MOST HOLY OF NIGHTS) 

Lighting of New Fire &  
Paschal Candle.   

Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Eucharist  
(This is when Easter REALLY Begins) 

 

We invite you to pitch-in the food and 
drink items you gave up for Lent at a 

reception following the evening service. 
 

EASTER DAY 
April 1st 
10:00 AM  

Holy Eucharist with  
Flowering of the Cross 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT FOLLOWING 
THE EASTER MORNING SERVICE 

Community  
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
        602 Mulberry Street 

  12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014n2ai3BC3jm2uGLnCOZda3yQzqWK0yUYxvfDKNvw5ylxbXt7dLKLlDE9VxeFjP6WZuKBW09Kos9cNy_fQ9obinOlPJnz44eEn4OfFjWziOAQEI5AXotR3z-nXEtBs_Ewwk5rBkAqcQgF3616eYc18SD4cIlod5vFTekKAXhNkDc=&c=woKvaRDfCM-Q2EjC9YlN5HPbJqEHGFqFwVuD4EARS4FmOMOHLabkT


April Birthdays: 
04 — Melonie Steele 
07 — Amy Steele 
12 — William Gerton 
13 — Mary Ann Burris 
24 — Susan Harrison 
 

April 
Anniversaries: 
15 —  Michael & Tammy 
Weatherford 
17 —  Chris & Diane Hancock 
23 —  Paul & Judy Maurer 
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Events & Celebrations 

Thank You 
 

 

 

A special thank you to SUSIE COLSON 
 for hosting coffee hour for Rose Sunday. 

www.waycrossccc.org   

April 2018 

01 — April Fool’s Day 

01 —  Easter Morning Service, 10:00 a.m. 

02 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

04 — Cloverleaf Food Delivery 

04 — Journey in Faith, Parish Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

16 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

17 —  MVMA meeting, 3:00 p.m. 

19 — Vestry meeting, 6:00 p.m.  

22 — Precious Posies Baby Shower, first                     
 collection Sunday 

23-25 —Clergy Conference at Waycross 

29— Precious Posies Baby Shower, second                    
 collection Sunday 

30 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry day 

Place 1 pkg. yeast, 2 cups 

warm water, 1 Tbsp. sugar 

and 2 tsp. salt in bowl and 

stir until dissolved. Add 4 

cups all purpose (or bread) flour and stir until 

blended. Do not knead. Cover and let rise 1 hour or 

until doubled in size.  

 

Flour hands and divide dough in half. Place each half 

in a Pyrex (oven safe) bowl which has been oiled and 

dusted with cornmeal. Cover and let rise an hour. 

Brush tops with melted butter. You can sprinkle with 

Italian seasoning, Parmesan cheese - whatever you 

wish. Bake at 425 degrees for 10 minutes. Then 

reduce heat to 375 and bake an additional 15 

minutes. (I usually have to do about 20 minutes, but 

it might be my stove-Kathy’s note, [ Beth- I did mine 

15 minutes]). Remove from oven and brush with 

butter again. Voila. That's it!!  
 

Note from Beth: since I always have trouble with 

bread rising I preheated my oven to 170 then 

turned it off and then let the dough rise covered 

with a damp dish towel in there away from drafts. 

Peasant Bread 

original recipe 

from Kathy Gerth 

 

Provided by Beth 

Dingman 

Waycross Summer Camp Registration  
is Now Open 

Registration is now open for 2018 Waycross summer camp 
programs and other upcoming 2018 events. Registration and 
more information is available on the Waycross website. 
Questions? Call the Waycross office at 812-597-4241  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=00166xU8i57KrDUneM6CndCCWWqPMs6dBRjruFVfnkw_1uYTEdNHxjrrJMRQa44evYYxAY-mYnJDKniKs9KUF8E9QXT5eyj8rO5pRwZNsm_3b4xiEO6Fz5r5luqV2Tmm81kR2JWlfwVYMEXQ0hbq3nztVv7luSynYly6ve9rT6SYCU=&c=0khxENVrnKIU04YdcTNKC8E0tXAeaTkXAmJfOSTb697GPGKuYQZfN
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014n2ai3BC3jm2uGLnCOZda3yQzqWK0yUYxvfDKNvw5ylxbXt7dLKLlOFHM9XpfHX6lfzcQAIGAz_Csam-MzQgLnP4aPDseW_P5tPS7jUXN4_67UrvIM1usKMBtAoF5z3yRSq502i8C9ZxMPFIVcNADuZu1BpAi4HDxjW-3CXPJaKLdHkcFr0eicIw-9n0pg1UVj9Y12OFhUA=&c=woKvaRDfCM-Q2EjC9YlN5
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014n2ai3BC3jm2uGLnCOZda3yQzqWK0yUYxvfDKNvw5ylxbXt7dLKLlOFHM9XpfHX6lfzcQAIGAz_Csam-MzQgLnP4aPDseW_P5tPS7jUXN4_67UrvIM1usKMBtAoF5z3yRSq502i8C9ZxMPFIVcNADuZu1BpAi4HDxjW-3CXPJaKLdHkcFr0eicIw-9n0pg1UVj9Y12OFhUA=&c=woKvaRDfCM-Q2EjC9YlN5
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014n2ai3BC3jm2uGLnCOZda3yQzqWK0yUYxvfDKNvw5ylxbXt7dLKLlOFHM9XpfHX6_EAlAoHYK4Q2V3OB2x9V4C7lD_Q7al_bvfNHZ49-ufvWddsEdpRfbPyOrES9fbPNBl2MyM8DB7nkt_S90pijGv5fIcybPYgT5YJBZuF61iVzAKTQ_zuQkrW4815Y15TV&c=woKvaRDfCM-Q2EjC9YlN5HPbJqEHGFqFw
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0014n2ai3BC3jm2uGLnCOZda3yQzqWK0yUYxvfDKNvw5ylxbXt7dLKLlOFHM9XpfHX6Yv9SJumiztl12YsiP1uxdwHxwoX4NmpnjfuYrI-A-1WeJmOq-9lhudI-wmOa0kv2FwNEheN10G7sZjHdsXiMkv3rku9fEf2pIcdJsM2V1zE=&c=woKvaRDfCM-Q2EjC9YlN5HPbJqEHGFqFwVuD4EARS4FmOMOHLabkT
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Connecting Kids To God 

Burying the Alleluias 
 

Some of the children who were present for the service on the Last Sunday of Epiphany were invited by Father Allen to 
bury the Alleluia. Fr. Allen decorate a corrugated box with the bold words, “Do Not Open Until Easter.” This custom has not 
been used at St. John’s during Father Allen’s tenure, but it is a tradition in a number of different Episcopal Churches and 
other Christian denominations. The word “Alleluia” is considered a joyful expression of “Praise to Yahweh”, and in the 
Church it is also praise to Christ Jesus. The Season of Lent is viewed as a more somber time of penitent reflection, and 
not appropriate for outward exclamations of joy. We give thanks to Jesus in our hearts instead. Burying the Alleluias during 
Lent also helps inform and enhance our prayers and sense of self-discipline as we look forward to Easter. The “Alleliuas” 
are always resurrected at Easter, and Father Allen has a special ceremony planned to bring back the “Alleluias” to St. 
John’s. 

Preparations for Recognition Sunday 
 

Susie Colson volunteered her time during the Wednesday 
evening Lenten Programs to assist the children in painting 
canvas pictures that will be displayed in the Church on 
Recognition Sunday on May 20th.  
That Sunday is also Pentecost Sunday, so the sanctuary 
will have a festive ambiance on that day. The kids will also 
be working on a short skit that will tell the story of 
Pentecost in a unique way. 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 
Spring Clean Up Day 

April 8th 
 After Service 

 

Bring your gloves and rakes to help 

spruce up the flower beds and church 

yard. 


