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St. John’s 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

     I took a little stroll down memory lane and dug out all of the past newsletter articles that I have written 
prior to Holy Week and Easter.  I especially liked the article from 2007, in which I talk about the portability 
of a folding lawn chair, and how participating in Holy Week is like pulling up a lawn chair for a close-up 
view of each day’s events. I really pondered the thought of republishing that article again. I decided against 
it. I have written a lot of musings about these holy events, but there is always a little more that can be said or 
written.  There is always a lot more ore to mine on the subject. So, as we prepare for this year’s Holy Week 
and Easter celebrations, I want to offer what I hope are some new, personal observations. 
Palm Sunday: The start of Holy Week. Invariably, two children, especially boys, will use the palm spears as 
swords and have a duel, much to their parent’s disapproval. Craftier kids and adults will fold the palm spears 
into crosses as their memento of the sacred occasion. We process from the parish hall, down the block, 
around the corner to the front entrance of the church (when the weather permits). We start out in unison and 
harmony singing “All glory, laud, and honor.” However, as the processional line stretches out along the 
walkway, it never fails that those bringing up the rear are also lagging behind in singing the lyrics. Then, we 
have to put a halt to the singing, and all get back on tune before entering the church. 
Maundy Thursday: After 10 years of hosting an agape meal in the parish hall to start the service, someone 
invariably reminds me that in bygone days, St. John’s held Seder suppers, and I am asked, “why don’t we 
have Seder suppers anymore?” Then, I have to explain, once again, my aversion to Christians practicing a 
post-temple Jewish tradition.  Regarding the observance of an agape meal, the rubrics in the Book of           
Occasional Services state; “The celebration of festal meals is not appropriate during Holy Week (pg. 95).” 
Yet, there is a slight lightheartedness to the agape meal. It does not rise to the level of frivolity or gaiety.       
It does stand in stark contrast to the second half of the service, especially the stripping of the altar and its  
sobering symbolism.  I hold back the tears as we sing; “were you there when they crucified my Lord” as the 
altar area is made bare and tomb-like. 
Good Friday: It took several years of thought before a workable solution and plan was developed to get a 
large wooden cross into the worship space (as recommended by the rubrics, BCP, 281), and not have it be a 
logistical obstacle to the service.  Now, the massive cedar cross dominates the view, front and center, during 
the evening’s holy devotions. 
     We begin the Good Friday service with the Stations of the Cross. I struggle every year to keep it together 
when the Twelfth Station is announced; “Jesus dies on the cross.”  I recently told this to a woman and 
mother of the parish. She told me that her breaking point is always the Thirteen Station; “The body of Jesus 
is placed in the arms of his mother.” We made this happen. We drove the nails in his hands and feet with 
each transgression and every unkind word. Jesus puts the “good” in Good Friday, not us! We leave the 
church Friday night dead and buried with Christ. 
The Great Easter Vigil: A new fire and the lighting of the paschal candle is the spark of new hope and      
new life that we need after Thursday and Friday’s services. The Exsultet, typically sung by Beth Dingman, 
always gives me chills and goose bumps. Five times we are told  “this is.. a holy and blessed night.” After 
the renewal of our commitment to live reborn in Christ and a sprinkling of holy water from an evergreen 
sprig, and we are ready to shout, “Alleluia! Christ is Risen!”  We are once again renewed and refreshed in 
our faith. Our Lenten season is over. 
Easter Morning: The brightly-colored dresses and men’s ties replace the bloody red and mournful black of 
Holy Week. We symbolically bury the ugly cross, the instrument of Christ’s death, with colorful spring 
flowers and sing lots of “Alleluia” Easter hymns. To commit the time and energy to attend and participate    
in the full spectrum of Holy Week and Easter services is truly to walk with and experience the final days 
leading up to the death and resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. I invite you to have this type of 
experience with us this year. The schedule of Holy Week services is included in this newsletter. 
 

Your Brother in Christ, 

Allen+ 
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Mission Statement 
The mission of the people of  
St. John’s Episcopal Church,  
Mt. Vernon, Indiana is to: 
 Proclaim the love of God and 
 the Gospel of Jesus Christ through 
 prayer, study, and action. 
 

Vision Statement 
With God’s help,  
we commit ourselves to: 
 Recognize God as the author of   
 all creation 

 Be a place of welcome and   
 refuge for ourselves and others 

 Offer weekly worship and Eucharist 

 Stay grounded in God’s Word 
 through Christian education 

 Pray for our needs and those          
 of others 

 Lend a helping hand to those in any 
 kind of need or trouble, 

  and finally to 

 Maintain thankful hearts for  God’s 
 many blessings 

St. John’s Episcopal Church,    
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 

Church Address: 
602 Mulberry Street 
P.O. Box 503 
Mt. Vernon, Indiana 47620 
(812) 838-5445    
(812) 838-4881 
mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 
 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Friday 8:00-NOON 
Robin Price, Secretary 
 

For pastoral emergencies, please call: 
The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
Cell Phone:  812-430-2443 
Home: 812-838-4406 
E-mail:  rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Weekday Schedule 
Women’s Bible Study, Wednesday, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Weekday Services during Lent 
Morning Prayer, Tuesday-Thursday,  8:30a.m. 
Friday morning Eucharist, 8:00-8:30a.m. 
 

Wednesday Evening Lenten Supper & Study 
6:00 p.m. in the parish hall 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
 

8:45—9:45 a.m.  J2A Youth Group  
9-9:45a.m.  Adult Study  & Choir  
Rehearsal, and Pre K-2nd Grade Class 

10:00a.m. Holy Eucharist 
 

Coffee & Refreshments follows the 
Eucharist in the Parish Hall 
 

Sunday Morning Nursery Assistance 
Available 

Look us up on the web at www.mtvstjohns.org 
Also become our friend on Facebook:  mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net 



Senior Warden Encouragments 
 

Hello to all of God's people who step through the doorway of St John's Episcopal Church in Mount Vernon, 

Indiana.  Do you ever ponder the glorious mysteries that embrace the fact that The God and Creator of The 

Universe, The Great I Am, loves each of us, individually and corporately, here in little Mount Vernon at St 

John's the same as He loves those in the largest of cities and with the grandest of Cathedrals?  I do.  And I 

feel blessed, unconditionally loved,  forgiven, and accepted for Eternity to live in The Kingdom of Heaven, 

planned by God through the Sacrifice of His Only Son, our Savior and Redeemer.  No greater gift has or 

ever will be offered or given to those whom God loves.  Every person ever born has a choice of acceptance 

or rejection of this Gift.   
 

God bless you all with God's peace and love.  Prayers for you to keep a Holy Lent as we travel the way of 

the Passion of Jesus, His Crucifixion, burial with three days in the Tomb, culminating with His Glorious 

Resurrection and Ascension, so that we will proclaim Hallelujah!  Christ is Risen!  The Lord is Risen 

Indeed! 
 

Love in Christ, 
 

Gail 
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 Leadership 

Jr. Warden Report 
 

What a warm winter, I am sure we will be having bugs for dinner as our summer approaches. We continue to work 

on the following projects.  
 

 Prayer Garden Water - We have decided the best course of action at this time is to expand the grating that 

is above the current sump in the garden area. In addition to expanding the grate we will be installing a 

significantly larger pump that will still work in concert with the existing discharge piping that extends to 

the sewer in the alley. Hopefully this will be complete by the middle of April. 
 

 Lighting – We have narrowed our search for new lights! Believe we have it down to one design and it is 

beautiful! Our investment for these lights should equal approximately $8,000. We will be bringing an 

electrician in to discuss the re-wiring of the church in concert with this purchase. More to come. 
 

 Roof – We have received several quotes for replacing the entire roof of the church and the parish hall. We 

are sure these will be brought before vestry soon for approval.  
 

 Roof Washing – If the roof does not get replaced this year, I still believe we need to find a method to wash 

the north side of the church without hurting the plants.  
 

 American with Disabilities Act Compliance – Current quotes that we have received are between $100k 

and $150k. We need to become compliant with ADA for our future, but I also believe we need a positive 

discussion about how this can be done without negatively impacting the beauty of our church.  
 

 We have one quote from TMI at this time and one from Happe. Adam Green is working on some 

modifications to the drawings as we have run into some opportunities with our design. We may bring in 

Architectural Renovators, ARC, Empire to review this project. 
 

 Concrete Steps at front of church – Possible Replacement, if we chose not to comply with ADA. 
 

 Concrete Steps coming out of sacristy door – Possible replacement, if we chose not to comply with 

ADA. 

 

Looking forward to spring and the beauty that Christ brings in the renewal of life that surrounds us.  
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Leadership  

NEW PARISH WEBSITE  

FINALLY LAUNCHED 
The long-awaited new website is finally up and running. Beth 

Dingman and Father Allen are the current administrators of this 

diocesan-sponsored website.  Thank You to Kathy Copas and her 

diocesan communications team for converting all of the data from 

the old website to the new site.  The new site is not as visually 

glamorous or artsy as the old site, but the functionally options are 

way beyond what Father Allen could offer through the old 

website.  The new website has a calendar section that is much easier 

to update. Photos taken at church functions can more quickly be 

uploaded. (As of this newsletter, Fr. Allen and Beth are still playing 

around with the picture function, so you will see older photos for 

now.) Fr. Allen and Susan Harrison managed to get a “Donate” 

button posted on the new site, so current members or visitors to our 

website can make a donation either through PayPal or a credit 

card.  There is greater interaction with our church Facebook page through the website. A Twitter link can also be added if Fr. Allen 

ever takes the plunge into that social media world.  

The new website also has the capability to broadcast videos or audio files, so special events or even Fr. Allen’s sermons can be 

recorded and put on the site. There is also the option to post sign-up sheets, but for now we will keep posting paper copies on the 

bulletin board.  We hope that this will not just be a website for potential guests to our church on Sunday mornings, but will be a fast 

way for current members to find out what is going on at the parish on any given day. The old website subscription is paid up until 

December. Thus, both websites will run simultaneously for a couple of months, then the old website will automatically direct 

visitors to the new website.  Check it out at www.mtvstjohns.org. 

      Here we are, well underway into another year at St. John’s!  More and more of those spring flowers are showing up 
every day.  God’s miracles everywhere we look.  Robin will soon be sending out the First Quarter giving statements for 
the pledge members and those who are regular givers.  As always, if you notice a discrepancy or have any questions 
about where your donations are going or how we track them – please, just talk to me or Robin!  All the money which 
comes into St. John’s from multiple sources belongs to all of us.  St. John’s books are always available to any of our 
members.  All anyone needs to do is just to ask.  We have extensive documentation - in the Church Windows software 
and hard copies on file - of every dollar which comes into and goes out of this parish.  The billing process goes 
through 3 people as the checks are written.  All bank account statements are reconciled every month or every quarter, 
depending on how often they arrive.  All of these bank statements are in folders and available in the church office.  
The Morris Fund stock portfolio is monitored by our professional financial advisor, Shawn Worman, of LPL Financial at 
Old National Bank as directed by the Finance Committee headed by Bob Webster.  Each month I provide a detailed 
reporting of the Morris Fund and all other St. John’s accounts and holdings to the Vestry.  By the way - Vestry 
meetings are not closed door meetings.  Our members are welcomed to attend and observe. Minutes are recorded of 
each Vestry meeting and kept on file in the office.  All the officers and Vestrymen of St. John’s give of their time during 
their terms to take the best care possible of this Parish, it’s assets and to move our mission forward,  serving Christ 
throughout our community. 
     In case you haven't heard - we have something NEW at St. John’s!!  An interactive Website!  For those of you who 
might be interested, there is a “DONATE” button connected to the page.  People are now able to send money to the 
church using PayPal or credit cards.  For right now -- if you DO send your pledge or regular donation by this method -- 
please email Robin & alert her to be on the lookout for your donation!  That way we can be sure it is credited into your 
giving account.  Eventually we hope to have a “card reader” that will enable us to accept money from credit and debit 
cards.  ST JOHN’S MOVING ON FROM 1855 to 2017 and BEYOND! 
Thanks be to God for ALL the many blessings of this life!! 

Susan Harrison, Treasurer 

Treasurer’s Notes  

http://www.mtvstjohns.org
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Our Church Activities 



“Nickel & 

Diming” 
The UTO Spring Ingathering will be  

The first two Sundays in May, 7th & 14th.  

If you haven’t been collecting coins and 

don’t have a little blue mite box, please 

pick one up and save your coins to give 

thanks for all the  

blessings God has  

bestowed upon you.   

We appreciate every  

nickel and dime, as  

well as pennies,  

quarters, and dollars. S
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Reaching Out To Others 

APRIL 
FOOD PANTRY 

 

CRACKERS 
 

The Food Pantry  

needs crackers.  

Place them in  

the plastic tote in the  

Parish Hall.  

Thank you Beth  
for a wonderful display. 

Outreach Distribution 

Schedule for April 
  

Indy Honor Flight—$800.00 

Children’s Learning Center—$500.00 

Seminary—$500.00 

2017 Lenten  
Outreach 

To date, 
 we’ve raised 

$895 
 

OUR GOAL:  
$750 or 

 5 Alpacas 
Keep the donations 

coming!! 

The River Bend Food Pantry is seeking a 
new director of operations. The directorship 
is a financially-compensated position and 
contracted by the Mt. Vernon Ministerial 
Association. This part-time position provides 
a somewhat flexible schedule. The director 
is the Chair of the Food Pantry Board and 

collaborates with the Board on the day-to-
day operations of the pantry. Prior 
administrative and management skills is 
preferred. Must have excellent interpersonal 
skills and proficient computer skills, 
including Word and Excel. Send resume 
with references to Mt. Vernon Ministerial 
Association, P.O. Box 225, Mt. Vernon, IN 
47620 or rutherford317@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:rutherford317@sbcglobal.net


Precious Posies 
Baby Shower 
Our Spring Ingathering For  
Precious Posies will be held  
Sunday, April 23rd and 30th. 
 

The following items are needed: 
 

Disposable diapers (all sizes) 
Pull-ups 
Sippy cups 
Baby bottles 
Bibs (cloth and disposable) 
Pacifiers 
Home safety items (socket plugs, etc.) 
Wipes 
Baby blankets 
Wash cloths 
Burp cloths 
Monetary donations 
Crib sheets 
Toys 
Summer clothes (up to 4T) 
 

Thank You to everyone who purchased  
winter items during the end-of-season  
clearance sales.  We will be adding those 
items to our donation as well. 
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Reaching Out To Others 

NO SPRING  

RUMMAGE SALE 
 

The St. John’s Women’s Guild will be NOT be 
hosting a spring rummage sale.  

As you are  beginning your spring cleaning, be 
sure to set aside those items worthy of a 

rummage for a BIG sale in the Fall.  

 

Church Camp 

Applications 
 

The 2017 Waycross Summer Church 

Camp Schedule and Registration 

applications are posted exclusively on-line at: 

www.waycrosscenter.org  
If you do not have access to a computer, contact the church 

office to get a copy downloaded for you.  If you would like 

to hear tesitimony about Waycross Camp, talk to veteran 

campers, Patrick, William and Olivia Gerton.   

Financial aid is available 

from both the diocese 

and St. John’s, so please 

do not let money be a 

deterrent.   

The Camp is open to 

youth ages 8 to 16. 
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Our Church & Community 

 

HEALING SERVICE 

Fifth Sunday of Lent 
 April 2nd 10:00a.m. 

Laying on of hand and anointing 
 

PALM SUNDAY 
April 9th 
10:00 AM 

Palm Procession & Passion Gospel 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
April 13th 
6:00 PM 

 The Agape Meal will take place  
during the Eucharist in the parish hall. 
Communion will follow in the church. 

 

GOOD FRIDAY 
April 14th 
6:00 PM 

Way of the Cross and 
Reserve Sacrament Communion  

with Passion Gospel of John 
 

EASTER VIGIL 
April 15th 
7:00 PM 

(THE MOST HOLY OF NIGHTS) 
Lighting of New Fire &  

Paschal Candle.   
Renewal of Baptismal Vows and Eucharist  

(This is when Easter REALLY Begins) 
 

We invite you to pitch-in the food and drink 
items you gave up for Lent at a reception 

following the evening service. 
 

EASTER DAY 
April 16th 
10:00 AM  

Holy Eucharist with  
Flowering of the Cross 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT FOLLOWING 
THE EASTER MORNING SERVICE 

Community 
GOOD FRIDAY  

SERVICE 
Trinity U.C.C. 

505 Mulberry Street 

12:05 p.m. to 12:55 p.m. 

EASTER CANDY 
We are still asking parishioners               
to buy and donate small,       
individually-wrapped candy 
to fill plastic eggs for our  
annual Easter Egg hunt.  

Choir Rehearsal Dates 

Ms. Cindy Searcy will be holding two 

choir rehearsals on Sunday afternoons, 

April 2nd and April 9th. Both choir  

rehearsals will begin at 3:00 P.M. at 

Trinity UCC. Please plan to attend at 

least one of the two rehearsals at your 

convenience, and both if possible. A  

final rehearsal will be held at 11:15 a.m. 

on Good Friday, prior to the start of      

the service.  
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Our Diocese 

SOUTHWEST DEANERY 
CONFIRMATION SERVICE 
 

The Southwest Deanery Confirmation 
Service will be held this year on 
Saturday morning, June 24th, 11:00 
a.m., at St. Paul’s Evansville.   
 

To learn more about Confirmation, 
Reception, or Reaffirmation, talk to 
Father Allen. 

  

Additional information 

about these events can be 

found on the Hoosier 

Bishop XI website.  

Donations can be made for 

a Waycross project in 

Cate’s honor from this 

website. 



April Birthdays: 
04 — Melonie Steele 
07 — Amy Steele 
12 — William Gerton 
13 — Mary Ann Burris 
24 — Susan Harrison 
 

April Anniversaries: 
15 —  Michael & Tammy Weatherford 
17 —  Chris & Diane Hancock 
23 —  Paul & Judy Maurer 
 

If we missed your day or listed it incorrectly let us 
know so we can update our files. 
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Events & Celebrations 

Spring Clean Up Day 

April 2ND 
 After Service 

 

Bring your gloves and rakes to 

help spruce up the flower beds 

and church yard. 

Thank You 
 

A special thank you to Gracie Bell for 
hosting coffee hour for Rose Sunday. 

April 2017 

01 — April Fool’s Day 

02 — Fifth Sunday of Lent: Service of Healing. 

03 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry         
 volunteer day 

05 — Last Wednesday Night Lenten Soup Supper & 
 Program, 6:00 p.m. 

07 — Last Friday Morning Lenten Eucharist at 
 8:00a.m., breakfast at DQ afterwards 

07 — Finance Committee meeting, 10:00 a.m. at 
 Old National Bank 

09 — Palm Sunday, Procession of Palms and        
 Passion Gospel Reading  

13 — Maundy Thursday, at 6:00 p.m. with agape 
 meal in parish hall, followed by Holy        
 Communion with Stripping of  the Altar 

14 — Ministerial Association Community           
 Good Friday Service, 12:05 p.m.                   
 at Trinity UCC 

14 —  St. John’s Good Friday Service, 6:00 p.m.      
 Way of the Cross and Communion from        
 reserve sacrament 

15 —  Easter Vigil Service, 7:00 p.m.; End of Lent  
 pitch-in reception after the service 

16 —  Easter Morning Service, 10:00 a.m. with 
 flowering of the cross and Easter egg hunt 
 after the service. 

17 — St. John’s, River Bend Food Pantry         
 volunteer day 

18 —  MVMA meeting, 3:00p.m. 

April 2017 cont. 

20 — Vestry meeting, 6:00p.m.  

22 — Farewell Liturgy and Party for Bishop Cate, 

 St. Christopher’s, Carmel and Indiana State 
 Museum 

23 — Precious Posies Baby Shower, first                     
 collection Sunday 

29 — Consecration of new Bishop (Jennifer), 
 Clowes Hall, Butler University, 11:00 a.m. 

30— Seating of Bishop Jennifer in Christ Church 
 Cathedral, 11:00a.m. 

30— Precious Posies Baby Shower, second                    
 collection Sunday 
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Connecting Kids To God 



St. John’s Episcopal Church 
P.O. Box 503 
602 Mulberry Street 
Mt. Vernon, IN 47620 


