
St. John’s Episcopal Church 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

December 19, 2021, 10:00 a.m. 

with 

 Stations of the Nativity 



Holy Eucharist: Rite Two 
 

Organ Prelude 

2 

Opening Hymn    O, Come Emmanuel                   Hymnal 56 
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Priest:     Blessed be our God. 
People:   For ever and ever.  
 

Let us pray. 
 
 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son took our human nature so that we might regain our lost innocence and be    
restored to the divine image that was disfigured by sin, grant that as we meditate on the mystery of his humanity 
we may share the glory of his divinity, who lives and reigns in the unity of the Holy Trinity, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit, now and for ever .  Amen.. 
     
The procession goes to the First Station. 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Selected Family Prays: 
O Wisdom, holy Word of God, Jesus Christ, all things are in your hands, come and show us the way to salvation. 
 
Light the 1st, 2nd blue candles, and rose candle, then light the 4th blue candle 
 
Congregation Prays in Unison: 
Pour forth your power, O Lord, and come:  Assist us by that mighty power, so that by your grace and merciful    
kindness we may swiftly receive the salvation that our sins impede:  who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

Stations of the Nativity 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
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Zechariah                                         
Luke 1: 5-20 
 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of 
Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth.  Both of them were righteous before 
God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no children, 
because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years.  Once when he was serving as priest before 
God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the 
sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense.  Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the    
people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the 
altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to him, 
“Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will 
name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight 
of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. He 
will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah he will go   before 
him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make 
ready a people prepared for the Lord.” Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an 
old man, and my wife is getting on in years.”  The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and 
I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you did not believe my 
words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these things     

occur.” 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father, Shepherd of your people, we thank you for your servant Zechariah., who was faithful in the care 
and nurture of his wife Elizabeth and their son, John the Baptist; and we pray that, following his example and the 
teaching of his holy life, we may by your grace grow into the stature of the fullness of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 

FIRST STATION 

V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
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SECOND STATION 

The Annunciation             Luke 1:30-31, 38 
 
V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let 
it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.  
 

Let us pray. 
 

Pour your grace into our hearts, O Lord, that we who have known the incarnation of your Son Jesus Christ,      
announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his cross and passion be brought to the glory of his            
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever  Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 
R: Thanks be to God. 
 

THIRD STATION 

The Visitation             Luke 1:39-47 

 

V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,  where she entered the 
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary‟s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. 
And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to 
me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she 
who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul 

magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.” 

Let us pray. 
 
Father in heaven, by your grace the virgin mother of your incarnate Son was blessed in bearing him, but still 
more blessed in keeping your word: Grant us who honor the exaltation of her lowliness to follow the example of 
her   devotion to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 
R: Thanks be to God. 
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FOURTH STATION 

Birth of John The Baptist                       Luke 1:57-58, 62-63 
 

V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord 
had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. Then they began motioning to his father to find out 
what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them 

were amazed.  

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, and sent to prepare the 
way of your Son our Savior by preaching repentance: Make us so to follow his teaching and holy life, that we may 
truly repent according to his preaching; and, following his example, constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, 
and patiently suffer for the truth‟s sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 
R: Thanks be to God. 
 

FIFTH STATION 

Joseph’s Dream                             Matthew 1:20-21 

 
V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son 
of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will 
bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  

Let us pray. 
 

O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the guardian of your incarnate Son and 
the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us grace to imitate his uprightness of life and his obedience to your         
commands; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 
R: Thanks be to God. 



SIXTH STATION 

The Census                                       Luke 2:1-3 

V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered.  This was the first 
registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be                    
registered.   

Let us pray. 
 
Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no strength known but 
the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples may be gathered under the banner of 
the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be dominion and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 
R: Thanks be to God. 
 

 

SEVENTH STATION 

The Journey to Bethlehem                                      Luke 2:4-5 

 
V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he 
was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was         
engaged and who was expecting a child.  

Let us pray. 
 
O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: 
Preserve those who travel; surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them 
in safety to their journey‟s end; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 

R: Thanks be to God. 
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EIGHTH STATION 

Shepherds and Angels                                    Luke 2:8-14 

 

V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of 
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child 
wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the    
heavenly host, praising God and saying, “ Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 

Let us pray. 
 
O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of your people: Grant that when we hear his voice we may know 
him who calls us each by name, and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 
one God, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 
R: Thanks be to God. 
 

 
NINTH STATION 

Shepherds visit Jesus                                     
Luke 2:15-20 
 

V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to    

Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what 

had been told them about this child;  and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.  But Mary 

treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 

for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, who in the Incarnation of your Son has revealed to us the holiness of creation, be pleased to bless 
and hallow the image of his sacred birth, so that those who come to the manger may gaze upon it and behold this 
mystery, whereby humanity shares in your very nature; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 

R: Thanks be to God. 
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TENTH STATION 

Naming of Jesus                                                                      Luke 2:21  

 

V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the 
angel before he was conceived in the womb.  

Let us pray. 
 
Eternal Father, you gave to your incarnate Son the holy name of Jesus to be the sign of our salvation: Plant in 
every heart, we pray, the love of him who is the Savior of the world, our Lord Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting.  Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 

R: Thanks be to God. 
 
ELEVENTH STATION 

Magi with Herod                                                                Matthew 2:1-8 

 
V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to             
Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its      
rising, and have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the      
Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: „And 
you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a 
ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.‟”

 
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them 

the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search  diligently 

for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you 
now by faith, to your presence, where we may see your glory face to face; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 

R: Thanks be to God. 
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TWELFTH STATION 

Magi visit Jesus                                                              Matthew 2:9-12 
 

V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

 When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its   
rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy.  On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 
paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.  

Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, whose loving hand has given us all that we possess: Grant us grace that we, like the Magi, may 
honor you with our substance, and, remembering the account which we must one day give, may be faithful     
stewards of your bounty, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 
R: Thanks be to God. 
 
 
THIRTEENTH STATION 

The Flight to Egypt                                           Matthew 2:13-15 
 

V:   We adore thee O Christ and we bless thee. 
R: Because by thy wonderful Nativity thou hast given us new birth. 
 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get up, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.”  Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the 
death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have 
called my son.”  

Let us pray. 
 
Almighty and merciful God, in your goodness keep us, we pray, from all things that may hurt us, that we, being 
ready both in mind and body, may accomplish with free hearts those things which belong to your purpose; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 
R: Thanks be to God. 
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FOURTEENTH STATION 

The Return to Nazareth                                           Matthew 2:19-23 

V:   We adore you O Christ and we bless you. 
R: Because by your wonderful Nativity you have given us new birth. 
 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said,  “Get up, take 
the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child‟s life are dead.” Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was 
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he 
went away to the district of Galilee.  There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 
spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.”  

Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, heavenly Father, you have blessed us with the joy and care of children: Give us calm strength and 
patient wisdom as we bring them up, that we may teach them to love whatever is just and true and good,          
following the example of Joseph and Mary in their care and nurture of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

V:  God sent his Son into the world. 
R:  To bring us to eternal life. 

V:  Let us bless the Lord. 

R: Thanks be to God. 

Concluding Prayers 
 

V. The glory of the Lord has been revealed: 
R. And all flesh shall see the salvation of our God. 
 
 
Though in the form of God, Christ Jesus did not cling to equality with God, but emptied himself, taking the form of 
a servant, and was born in human likeness. Being found in human form, he humbled himself and became        
obedient to death, even death on a cross. Therefore, God has highly exalted him and given him the name above 
every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O God our Creator, to restore our fallen race you spoke the effectual word, and the Eternal Word became flesh in 
the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Mercifully grant that as he humbled himself to be clothed with our humanity, 
so we may be found worthy, in him, to be clothed with his divinity; who lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The procession returns to the Chancel 
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The Nicene Creed  (Stand)      BCP Pages 358-359 
 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
         he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
         and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
     he suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again 
         in accordance with the Scriptures; 
    he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
         and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
        worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and 
       apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People           Form IV    BCP pages 388-389 
Officiant & People pray responsively 
 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, and 
reveal your glory in the world. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one   
another and serve the common good. 
 
Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of 
others and to your honor and glory. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one     
another as he loves us. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 
bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may 
share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 
 

Silence 
 

Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

Priest: 
 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with compassion 
upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O lover of souls,  and to you we give glory, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Holy Communion       
 
Offertory Sentence: 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
 

Offertory Hymn                                      (Instrumental)                                      
 

(The People Stand) 
 

Doxology                          Praise God from whom all blessings flow                                   Hymnal 380, Vs. 3  
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; praise him above, ye 
heavenly host: praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.  

The Peace                                                                                                     Page 360 
 

Priest:      The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Announcements 

The Great Thanksgiving              (Eucharistic Prayer B)                                            BCP pages 367-369  



The Sanctus  
Holy, Holy, Holy  
Hymnal S-130 
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Priest:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,   
Creator of heaven and earth.  
 

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting 
life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear 
rejoice to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who 
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 



The people stand or kneel. 
 

Then the Celebrant continues 
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the 
calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made 
flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior 
and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In 
him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it, or lay a hand upon it; and at the words 
concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be consecrated. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all 
of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 
We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
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The Priest continues:   
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the  Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that 
we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in        
subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with St. John and all your saints, we 
may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all 
creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now 
and forever. 
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And now, as our Savior has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                  BCP page 364        
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy Name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.   

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

The Fraction Anthem Agnes Dei BCP Page 407 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Priest:   The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on 
him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
 

A Prayer Of Spiritual Communion For Those At Home 
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. I love you above all things, 
and long for you in my soul.  Since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. 
Cleanse and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you.  May  I live in 
you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 
 
 

Administration of the Holy Sacrament 
 

The ministers receive the Sacrament in both kinds, and then immediately deliver it to the people. The Bread and 
the Wine are given to the communicants with these words 
 

The Body and Blood or our Lord Jesus Christ keep you into eternal life. [Amen.] 
 

All baptized persons are invited to share this meal as a sign of our unity in the Body of Christ.  Baptized children 
are welcome to receive Communion.  If you desire a blessing instead, please come to the Priest with arms folded 
across your chest. 

Hymnal S-161 

Give us this day our daily bread.   

And forgive us our trespasses,            

as we forgive those who trespass against us.   

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  



Communion Hymn             The Angel Gabriel Hymnal  265 
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Post-Communion Prayer     BCP page 366 
(The People Stand) 
 

Priest:  Let us pray. 
 

Priest and People:  Almighty and everliving God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food of the most 
precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we 
are living members of the Body of your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to 
do the work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. To him, to you, 
and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
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Closing Hymn  (Stand) Come Thou Long Expected Jesus Hymnal 66 

The Dismissal         BCP page 366 
 

Priest:      Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People: Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude 



We welcome all guests joining us for worship this morning. 
If you are unfamiliar with our service, we are happy to assist you.  If you are looking for a faith 
community, we hope you will consider St. John’s. 
 

Thank You 
Thank you to all the people of St. John’s for the dedication and love that went into preparing 
for and assisting in this service. 

Service Duty Schedule 
 

 December 19th December 24th December 26th 
Layreader Ann Rains Diane Stover Beth Dingman 
Greeter Brian Nichols Ron Stover Mary Ann Burris 
Offertory John Gerton Ron Stover Larry Horton 
Audit Sue Webster Earl Harlow Tammy Weatherford 
Acolyte R. Edling H. Weatherford NONE 
Music Gail Robb Gail Robb  Gail Robb 
Musician Melanie Edling Melanie Edling Melanie Edling 
 
December Altar Guild: Sue Webster and Diane Stover 

Announcements 

December Food Pantry: Baking Goods 
 

Birthdays:  12/19—Judy Maurer 

Anniversaries:   None 

 

Upcoming Events   
 

 

Tuesday, December 21st: Greening of the Church, 1:00PM. 

 
Christmas Eve; Friday, December 24th: Lessons and Carols service with Holy Communion, 10:00 P.M. 
 
Saturday, December 25th, Christmas Day: Facebook Live Morning Prayer Service at 8:30 AM. 
 
Sunday, December 26th: A regular Sunday Eucharist service at 10:00 A.M. 

 
 

PLEASE! Get your pledge cards in as soon as possible. If you need a card contact Robin. 



All the hymns and service music in this worship booklet were reproduced under the license      
issued by onelicense.net.  License # A-714378. 

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
602 Mulberry Street, P.O. Box 503, Mount Vernon, IN 47620 

(812) 838-5445    FAX: (812) 838-4881 
E-mail:  mtvstjohns@sbcglobal.net  

www.mtvstjohns.org 
 

The Rev. Allen D. Rutherford, Rector 
E-mail: rutherford317@sbcglobal.net 

Cell phone:  (812) 430-2443 
 

Mrs. Robin Price, Secretary   

Wardens and Vestry 
 

Mrs. Tammy Weatherford, Senior Warden  

Mr. Earl Harlow, Junior Warden  

Mrs. Sue Webster, Vestry Clerk 

Mr. Bruce Dingman, Treasurer 

Susie Colson Mary Ann Burris     

Susan Gooden 


