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Reformation Sunday 
 

     Holy Trinity Lutheran Church October 25, 2020 Pastor Scottie Burkhalter  
800 Broad St., Kingsport, TN | HolyTrinityKingsport.org | 423-247-9106 

Please turn your radios to station FM 99.7 

Prelude Christ the Lord is Our Sure Foundation   
  

Confession and Forgiveness 
8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
1 John 1:8-9 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith. 

C Amen. 
 

THE GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.       
C And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   The Lord be with you.      
C   And also with you. 
P   Let us pray. 
C  Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every 

age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, 
and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Gathering Song A Mighty Fortress 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
 a sword and shield victorious; 
 he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 
 and wins salvation glorious. 
 The old satanic foe 
 has sworn to work us woe! 
 With craft and dreadful might  
 he arms himself to fight. 
 On earth he has no equal. 

 
2 No strength of ours can match his might! 
 We would be lost, rejected. 
 But now a champion comes to fight, 
 whom God himself elected. 
 You ask who this may be? 
 The Lord of hosts is he! 
 Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 
 God's only Son, adored. 
 He holds the field victorious. 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 
 all threat'ning to devour us, 
 we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 
 they cannot overpow'r us. 
 Let this world's tyrant rage; 
 in battle we'll engage! 
 His might is doomed to fail; 
 God's judgment must prevail! 
 One little word subdues him. 
 
4 God's Word forever shall abide, 
 no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
 for God himself fights by our side 
 with weapons of the Spirit. 
 Were they to take our house, 
 goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
 though life be wrenched away, 
 they cannot win the day. 
 The kingdom's ours forever! 
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WORD 
First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 
upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 
22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not 
remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who forgets. 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant 
that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive 
their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace 
that liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For 
“no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
  21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by 
the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who 
believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 
faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but 
by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed 
by the law. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 
P   The holy gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth 
that sets people free from sin. 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered 
him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 
mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
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 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there 
forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
P   The gospel of the Lord.      
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

ANTHEM Grace Alone 
 
THE SERMON Pastor Scottie Burkhalter 
 

 

Hymn of the Day The Church of Christ in Every Age 

1 The church of Christ, in ev'ry age 
 beset by change, but Spirit-led, 
 must claim and test its heritage 
 and keep on rising from the dead. 
 
2 Across the world, across the street, 
 the victims of injustice cry 
 for shelter and for bread to eat, 
 and never live before they die. 
 

3 Then let the servant church arise, 
 a caring church that longs to be 
 a partner in Christ's sacrifice, 
 and clothed in Christ's humanity. 
 
4 For he alone, whose blood was shed, 
 can cure the fever in our blood, 
 and teach us how to share our bread 
 and feed the starving multitude. 

5 We have no mission but to serve 
 in full obedience to our Lord; 
 to care for all, without reserve, 
 and spread his liberating word. 

 
THE APOSTLES' CREED  
P We have been made God's people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
 

THE PRAYERS  
 

 

AT THE OFFERTORY  Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow (words are on the website) 

 https://holytrinitykingsport.org/sixth_sunday_after_pentecost 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your good 

creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and send 
us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 

C   Amen. 

https://holytrinitykingsport.org/sixth_sunday_after_pentecost


4 

Holy Communion - Words of Institution 
 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
BLESSING 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious 

to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C Amen. 

SENDING HYMN We Know That Christ Is Raised 
 

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 

 Embraced by death, he broke its fearful hold, 

 and our despair he turned to blazing joy. 

 Hallelujah! 

 

2 We share by water in his saving death. 

 Reborn, we share with him an Easter life, 

 as living members of our Savior Christ. 

 Hallelujah! 

 

3 The Father's splendor clothes the Son with life. 

 The Spirit's fission shakes the church of God. 

 Baptized, we live with God the Three in One. 

 Hallelujah! 

 

4 A new creation comes to life and grows 

 as Christ's new body takes on flesh and blood. 

 The universe restored and whole will sing: 

 Hallelujah! 

 
 
 

THE DISMISSAL 
P  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.            
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

 
P     WE ARE HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH       
C     Helping Transform Lives in Christ 
 
 

Drive-Thru Holy Communion 
As you receive the bread and wine today, may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 
(Additional music will be broadcast as you receive Holy Communion.) 

 
May the Lord be with you as you drive away this day.  

Permission to print, podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with  
 License #A-702264 and CCLI #1667989. All rights reserved. 
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