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 Fourth Sunday in Lent 
 

     Holy Trinity Lutheran Church March 14, 2021 Pastor Scottie Burkhalter 
800 Broad St., Kingsport, TN | HolyTrinityKingsport.org | 423-247-9106 

Please turn your radios to station FM 99.7 

Prelude Savior, When in Dust to You Anne Krentz Organ  
 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross Jason Tonioli  
 Go to Dark Gethsemane Zach Unke
 The Holy Heart Barbour/Skidmore  
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  

C Amen 
 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 

C Amen. 
 
THE GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.       
C And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   The Lord be with you.     
C   And also with you. 
 
P   Let us pray. 
C  O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and 

rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds may 
reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 
Opening Hymn As Moses Raised The Serpent Up 
 
Verse 1 
As Moses raised the serpent up 
So must God’s Son be lifted high 
That whosoever will believe 
In him may live eternally 
 
Verse 2 
For God so loved the world he made 
He gave his own beloved Son 
All who believe in him will live 
Not die but live forevermore 
 

Verse 3 
God did not send Christ to the world 
That he might then condemn us all 
But that the world by Christ’s own death 
Might then be ransomed from the fall 
 
Verse 4 
For God so loved the world he made 
He gave his own beloved Son 
All who believe in him will live 
Not die but live forevermore 
 

 



2 

WORD 
First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine and grumble. They 
forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God punishes them for their sin, but when 
they repent God also provides a means of healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole. 

4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom; 
but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against God and against Moses, 
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, 
and we detest this miserable food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have 
sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, 
and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent 
of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the 
serpent of bronze and live. 

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 
While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in Christ Jesus. We 
are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our good works are really a reflection of 
God’s grace at work in our lives. 

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the course of this 
world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work among those who are 
disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of 
flesh and senses, and we were by nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich 
in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up 
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to come 
he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the 
result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 3:14-21 
P   The holy gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord.  

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the scripture 
passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the bronze serpent were 
healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up on the cross. 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may 
not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do 
not believe are condemned already, because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. 19And this is the judgment, that the light has come into the world, and people loved darkness 
rather than light because their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to 
the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, 
so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
P   The gospel of the Lord.  C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
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THE SERMON Rev. Scottie Burkhalter 
 
Hymn of the Day For God So Loved The World 
 

Refrain- For God so Loved the world, God gave the only Son, 
So that everyone, who believes in him, 
May not die, but have life. 
So much God love the world, so much God loves the world.  
 

 

1) As Moses lifted up the serpent 
So that all who looked to it might live, 
The Son of Man must be lifted up so that all who 
believe, 
All who look to him may have eternal life. Refrain 
 

2) God’s Son came not to condemn the world, 
But that the world may be saved through him, 
And all who believe in the Son of Man will come 
to the light, 
And live in the light, and dwell in the heart of God 
Refrain

 
THE APOSTLES' CREED  
P We have been made God's people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS  
 
AT THE OFFERTORY     Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow (words are on the website) 
 

 
OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with bread from 

heaven. Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to life with Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C  Amen. 
 

 
Holy Communion - Words of Institution 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 

 
BLESSING 
P  You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy and 

beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in the name 

of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
C Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN Lord, I Lift Your Name on High     
 (Sing Twice) 
 

Verse 
Lord I lift Your name on high 
Lord I love to sing Your praises 
I'm so glad You're in my life 
I'm so glad You came to save us 

 
 
 

Chorus 
You came from heaven to earth 
To show the way 
From the earth to the cross 
My debt to pay 
From the cross to the grave 
From the grave to the sky 
Lord I lift Your name on high 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
P   Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C  Thanks be to God. 
 
P    WE ARE HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH      
C   Helping Transform Lives in Christ 
 
 

Drive-Thru Holy Communion 
As you receive the bread and wine today, may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen. 

 
(Additional music will be broadcast as you receive Holy Communion.) 

 
May the Lord be with you as you drive away this day.  

 
 

Current 14 day avg. of new COVID cases as of 03/10/2021 is 31.9  = RED 
Meals on Wheels - COOKS Brett & Sabrina Steel 

 DRIVERS: BLUE- Childress; RED– Cleven; GREEN – Dickert; GOLD– Jantzi 
 
 

Pastor: The Rev. Scottie Burkhalter | Assisting Minister: Amy Louthan  
Ministers: Family and Friends of Holy Trinity 

 
Staff: Sue Morgan, Parish Nurse; Janet Thomas, Admin. Assistant; Dr. Susan Waters, Musician 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you are new to the community or without a church home, please consider becoming a member of 
Holy Trinity. Pastor Scottie will be glad to speak with you about this. 

  

 

Copyrighted lyrics and/or music reprinted / podcast / streamed under ONE LICENSE #A-702264, CCLI license #1667989, 
or Augsburg license #SAS003588 unless otherwise noted. All rights reserved. 

 


