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LENT5 Midweek Homily 
 
John 19:25b-27 
 
 

Were You There...as His Family? 
 

Were you there... as His Family?  We consider these words from the Gospel of John 
this week… there, by the cross of Jesus, stood his mother. There’s so much that we 
do not know about Mary the mother of Jesus. Nevertheless, any mother would be 
torn apart emotionally at the death of their only son by crucifixion inflicted unjustly! 
 
Imagine being there as family of Jesus… Even at the moment of his death, Jesus’ 
heart is open to those who suffer. He recognizes the grieving of Mary and John and 
ask them to make space in their lives for one another. Think for a moment about 
Mary and John. Jesus asked them to make room in their lives for new relationships 
of care.  This model of relationships is an important model for all of us. 
 
Here we see Christ setting an example for children to honor their parents. This 
includes love and affection, respect and more.  How might further focus on this 
example make a difference? 
 
The model of Jesus’ love is heartwarming.  We hear this gift that Jesus gives from 
the cross, not only his life for the sins of the world, but also the way Jesus models 
our need to reach out and have love for one another. 
As we ponder Jesus’ mother and His beloved disciple standing near the cross 
during the crucifixion, consider how Jesus entrusts them to each other, saying, 
“woman, here is your son,“ and, “here is your mother.“ In speaking these words, 
Jesus creates a new community at the foot of the cross.  We see Jesus’ witness of 
sacrificial love. 
 
We consider the question Were you there as his family?  Keep in mind, we also 
find our spiritual family at the foot of the cross. Jesus’ death brings us all together, 
taking away barriers that would keep us from coming home and from being family 
with each other. As we can continue our Lenten journey, consider Mary’s 
example.  Also think about relationships of care as you think about the 
question, Were you there as his family? 
 
Amen 
 


