
   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Sunday School 8:30 am 

Worship Service at 10 am 

 

 

COUNCIL 
· · · 

 

Paul Castille 

Diane Childress 

Cal Churn 

Curt Cleven 

Jim Dickert 

Nichole Huff 

Abigail Jantzi 

Dan Kleven 

Amy Louthan 

Jo Rita McMurray 

Sue Morgan 

John Pollak 

Sue Rasmussen 

Kathy Schick 

Kristen Steach 

Florence Weierbach 
 

STAFF 
· · · 

Scottie Burkhalter,  

Pastor 
 

 

Sue Morgan, Parish Nurse 
 

Janet Thomas,  

Administrative Assistant 
 

Dr. Susan Waters, 

Musician 

 

Church Office Hours: 
 

 

Monday-Thursday  

9am-3pm 
 

 

Telephone-  

423-247-9106 

 

 
Sunday Adult Bible School - 8:30 am to 9:30 am Topic:  
 Romans - A Letter for Today.  How Paul’s theology  
 was being shaped.  

  
Coming this month— New Women’s Bible Study starting Tues-
day, Jan.14

th
 at 10 am. Topic: Elijah: Spiritual Stamina in Every 

Season by Melissa Spoelstra.  
 
Men’s Bible Study, Wednesdays, 7:30 to 8:30 am.  
 Topic: Ezra & Nehemiah 

 



2  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Building Strong Bridges with a 2020 Vision 
 
I awoke on Christmas Eve morning at 4:07 AM to God speaking clearly to my heart and mind. 
In 30 minutes God gave me a clear vision for God’s mission and ministry at Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church (HTLC) in Kingsport, Tennessee. At 4:37 AM I arose seeking to understand 
God’s call for us at HTLC. Building strong bridges with a 2020 vision is the mission God put 
on my heart. I believe with all of my heart God’s call to us at Holy Trinity is to build strong 
bridges with a 2020 vision. 
 
When I arrived in Kingsport to begin serving as your pastor four months ago, the first message 
God gave me involved building bridges as we move forward together in faith. As we continue 
God’s work at HTLC with a 2020 vision, let us first acknowledge all God has done to this 
point in HTLCs life. Not even one of us was a participant of the initial vision and mission for 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church which began in 1917. Nevertheless, all of us are here now in the 
year 2020 and God is calling us to be the light of Christ shining brightly in the 2020 vision 
God is giving us. 
 
Together let us ask God for clear vision in our purpose for God sending us to HTLC. I don’t 
believe any of us are here by accident. God is calling us to make a difference in God‘s contin-
ued mission for HTLC. We have been given the torch to carry forward in the mission and min-
istry for Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 
Let us pray. Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and Immortal, you have called us to the mission 
and ministry you have for HTLC here in the year 2020. Give us clarity in the vision and mis-
sion you have for HTLC as we move forward being the light of Christ at HTLC in this second 
100 years of your ministry here. We ask you to guide us as we build strong bridges with a 
2020 vision with Jesus Christ our Lord leading, guiding, and directing us and we pray this In 
His name. Amen  
 

       Yours in Christ 

        Pastor Scottie Burkhalter 
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SUMMARY OF COUNCIL MINUTES 

December 9, 2019 

Meeting was opened with devotions by Dan Kleven. This was followed by a brief safety moment 

concerning safety during the holiday season. 

All financial reports, treasurer’s report and financial secretary’s report were reviewed and 

approved. 

Pastor Scottie reminded us that there were 5 areas identified by our call committee that came 

from our Spiritual and Practical Journey of Prayer. He is attempting to focus his primary efforts in 

these areas. He also brought forward requests for membership from Myra Burkhalter, Onnie 

Carolyn Colussy, and Sharon Uyeda to be received on December 15 and Carol and Aaron Linksman 

to be received on December 22. Connie Steere has asked to be removed from our rolls. Report, 

including membership requests, was approved. 

Treasurer Paul Castille presented the proposed budget for 2020 on behalf of the Finance Team. 

The budget is out of balance by only $12,000 which is better than many of our recent faith 

budgets. Council members expressed appreciation to Paul and others who helped with this budget 

work and then approved it unanimously to present to the congregation at the annual meeting in 

January. 

The executive team brought forth recommendations for four people to serve on the nominating 

committee next year: Lynn Bulle, Terry Huret, Edna Kinner, and Loretta Nitschke.  Also 

recommended Leigh and Bob Bergemann to represent us along with Pastor Scottie at the 

Southeastern Synod convention. Approved unanimously by council to present to the congregation 

at January annual meeting. 

Evangelism team requested approval to do a pictorial directory in February of 2020. Approved. 

Discussion was held on property committee report. One area of focus was a concern that the 

Jungle Gym which was built several years ago as an Eagle Scout project, had rotted somewhat and 

might no longer be safe. Jim will discuss with John Pollak and Bill Cooper about alternate pathways 

forward on this. 

Another discussion was held about the number and longevity of files we store in boxes in the 

archives room and office. Some may need to be permanent and others may not. There are a few 

record books that are not replaceable. A fireproof safe might be in order. Executive team members 

and Flo Weirerbach will meet to come up with a recommendation on this. 

Balance of meeting was discussion about an incident which happened on December 8 before 

church when an individual seeking money caused concerns in our narthex. Members of the 

executive team and staff met to discuss and take appropriate actions.  
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Holy Trinity Lutheran Church Mission Statement: 
 
 

Holy Trinity Lutheran church, called by Christ, and guided by the Holy 
Spirit, affirms God’s love for all His creation. 
 
In response, we commit ourselves and our gifts to God’s work and His 
praise through worshipping, celebrating the sacraments, proclaiming 
the Gospel, teaching God’s Word, and loving all people. 
 
Following Christ’s example, we promise to live our faith in word and 
deed by being a living sacrifice for others, forgiving and reconciling 
our differences, and ministering to those in need. All this we do in the 
sure and certain hope of our salvation. 

Our Motto —  Helping Transform Lives in Christ 
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The month of January is  
also Blood Donation Awareness Month. 

 
  Thank You 2019 Donors : 
   
  Cecilie Aderholdt 
  Charles Nitschke 
  Gregory Rasmussen 
  Sue Rasmussen 
  Martin Schick 
  Patricia Wilder 
  Joy Wood 
  Jerry Wright   

 

 

January is National Glaucoma Awareness Month. 

 

Glaucoma is a group of eye conditions that can cause vision loss and blindness by damaging the optic 

nerve located at the back of the eye. 

 

• About 3 million Americans have glaucoma. 

• The second leading cause of blindness worldwide. 

• Scientists aren't sure what causes the most common types of glaucoma. 

• No way to prevent glaucoma, but if caught early your vision can be  preserved. 

• Half of the people with glaucoma don't know they have it.  

• Glaucoma can affect one or both eyes. 

• No early symptoms, generally a progressive slow loss of peripheral vision occurs. 

• To diagnose requires a comprehensive dilated eye exam. 

 

People at risk of having glaucoma are: 

1) greater than 60 years of age 

2) have a family history of glaucoma  

3) have diabetes. 

 

 African American and the Hispanic/ Latino populations develop glaucoma at a younger  

age and a higher prevalence of glaucoma exist in these populations. 

 

Treatment can slow the progression of glaucoma and prevent further damage. Prescription eye drops 

( to lower eye pressure ) is the most common treatment. Laser treatment to lower eye pressure is also 

used. And surgical intervention to drain fluid from the eye is an additional treatment option. 

Take care of your vision and consider having an eye exam soon. 

 

Sources : National Eye Institute, American Academy of Ophthalmology 

 

   

  In His service and yours, 

  Sue 

  

 

  

Thank You for your Christmas  
blessings of cards, gifts and flowers. 

 
Sue 
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January 2020 Worship Assistants 
If you perceive a conflict in your personal schedule, please exchange with someone else  

and remember to call the office with the change. 

  
Area of Service 

Jan. 5 
2 Christmas 

Jan. 12 
Baptism of Our Lord 

Jan. 19 
2 Epiphany 

Jan. 26 
3 Epiphany 

10:00 Service 

Acolyte Colin Steach Nikki Louthan Caleb Steach Reagan Hollowell 

  
Banner Bearers NA 

Reagan Hollowell 
Riley Hollowell NA NA 

Crucifer NA Lily DeBraal NA NA 

Assisting Minister Bob Bergemann Dan Firth Sue Rasmussen Jim Dickert 

Communion Assis-
tant Lynn Bulle Dick Orr Diane Childress David Reames 

  
Greeters Bill & Carolyn Cooper Terry & Jeanette Huret 

Gene Childress 
Kristi Grady Dick & Doris Orr 

  
  
  
Ushers 

Bill Cooper 
Carolyn Cooper 
Jeremy Steach 
Kristin Steach 

Terry Huret 
Jeanette Huret 

Ken Perry 
Tim Perry 

Gene Childress 
Jon Peters 

 Kristi Grady 
Mike Booher 

Dick Orr 
Doris Orr 

Kathy Schick 
Judy Harper 

Nursery TBD TBD TBD TBD 

  
Altar Guild Lynn Bulle Jeanette Huret Brenda Mooneyhan Laura Reames 

Sunday Meals 

  
Cooks Hrivnak/ Eric Waters Steel Fortier/Harper Huret 

Drivers – Blue: 
                  Red: 
               Green: 
                 Gold: 

Childress 
Cleven 
Glauer 
Dickert 

Nitschke 
Louthan 
Cooper 
Hrivnak 

Castille 
Peters 

DeBraal 
Jantzi 

Moretnson 
Orr 

Kleven 
Kinner 

Dorris Orr — Care and Concern for January  

 
Thank You very much for the gracious Christmas gift I 
received from you. As we celebrate the gift of our Sav-
ior, Jesus Christ, during this Christmas season, I also 
want to stop to thank you for the gift of God’s love I re-
ceive through you. Serving as your pastor is a privilege 
and a joy for me. Merry Christmas to you. 

 
Always yours in Christ, 
Pastor Scottie Burkhalter  

THE EARLY CHURCH 
 
Real faith, real life.  For Christians 
today, faith in God can sometimes 
seem to be a cerebral choice.  For 
the early church, it was the differ-
ence between life and death.  Dis-
cover the passion and commitment 
early believers displayed as they 
claimed Jesus in the face of fierce 
consequences and powerful adver-
saries. 
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The More You Know… 

This month Worship and Music Committee continues its series of Trumpet articles covering a variety of topics on symbols, 

colors, design/architecture, traditions, seasons, and festivals that many of us either don’t think about very often or perhaps 

are not sure of the significance of these things.  In the January article, we will offer a closer look at some key characters in 

Epiphany, the “Wise Men.” 

Epiphany and the Wise Men 
 
The Season of Epiphany 
The Epiphany of Our Lord always falls on January 6 (the 12th day after Christmas).  The word “Epiphany” is Greek 

and means “to make manifest”.  The word “manifest” means “to be evidence of and to prove”.  So, Epiphany is 

the season in which we observe how Jesus manifests himself as Savior of the world and the true Son of God. 

This is the season when the wise men actually 

appear on the scene, and we follow them as they 

search for and find Jesus.  During Epiphany we will 

see Jesus as a boy in the temple; later we hear of 

His early miracles as He displays His divinity.  We 

will see Jesus baptized by John (not because he 

needed to be cleansed from sin, but so that "the 

Law would be fulfilled").  During Epiphany we see 

Satan make a futile attempt to tempt Jesus in the 

wilderness.  We also see that the salvation promised by God was not for the Jews alone but for the whole world.   

Finally, with Peter, James, and John, we witness the Transfiguration of our Lord Jesus Christ just before he goes 

into Jerusalem to be crucified.   

Epiphany represents the season of revelation and emphasizes the ministry of Jesus.  It reveals to us who God is 

in Christ and what He did in the world.  The color for season of Epiphany is green which is the color of growth 

and our new life in Christ.  There are several festivals throughout the season that are celebrated with the royal 

and majestic color of white:  The Epiphany of Our Lord (always on January 6), The Baptism of Our Lord, The 

Presentation of Our Lord and The Transfiguration of Our Lord.  This year, Easter comes later, so Epiphany has 7 

Sundays.  At the end of Epiphany, we mark the Transfiguration of our Lord and then begin Lent with Ash 

Wednesday. 

As to the “Wise Men,” who are also referred to as “Three Kings” or the “Magi:” We learn about their visit in the 

Gospel of Matthew.  They are described in the writing only as “wise men from the east.”  There is no reference 

to an exact number – but there are three gifts, presumably leading to the long-held assumption that there were 

three visitors.  Who were they?  The term “Magi” may shed the 

most (but still little) light on this. Magi were learned 

(presumably “wise”) men who studied astrology, regarded as a 

science at the time.  “Magi” is derived from the same root as 

“magic”, but Magi were not sorcerers.  They were typically 

Persian, and that is consistent with Matthew’s statement that 

they came “from the east.”  Persia no longer exists, but it is 

largely present-day Iran.  Presumably, their study of the heavens 

would have led them to observe the star of Bethlehem, to 

recognize that is was something out of the ordinary, and to 

decide they should travel to check this out in more detail.  

Further, the fact (although often forgotten) that they arrived 
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later than the birth night is consistent with travel.  This would also be consistent with a Persian belief that the 

rising of a star can signal the birth of a ruler. 

While the “Wise Men” are sometimes called “Kings” (notably in the famous carol), there is no scriptural or 

historical basis for them being rulers of any kind.  So why this name?  Old Testament prophecies predict that “all 

kings shall fall down before him” or worship him.  It could well be that early believers, reading both the 

prophesies and Matthew’s writing, connected the dots and concluded that the two statements are linked with 

the visitors being kings.  Another Western tradition actually names three visitors – Melchior, Caspar, and 

Balthazar.  Other Christian traditions offer alternative names.  Some traditions indicate they were from Persia, 

Arabia, and India.  Others suggest that at least one was from China.  Over the years, a tradition has also evolved 

suggesting that the three were of differing ages as well as being from different countries. 

And what about those gifts?  The gifts were typical of what would be 

given to a king.  And, the gifts in that day had spiritual meaning:  Gold was 

a symbol of kingship on earth.  Frankincense was a symbol of deity.  Myrrh 

was a symbol of death.  The fate of the gifts is not described.  But once 

again, there are at least two unsubstantiated traditions about one of the 

gifts, the gold.  One suggests Mary and Joseph pragmatically used it to 

finance their travels as they sought to save their baby from Herod’s plan 

to kill Jesus.  Another suggests it was stolen by two thieves who turn out 

to be the two crucified beside Jesus.   

So, with limited, historically verified details and a lot of “traditions,” what do we conclude about the visit of the 

Wise Men?  Perhaps the following: 

 Jesus was recognized as being something special from the time of his birth – not just another baby! 

 He is recognized outside his own land as being special. 

 He is worthy of worship, of falling down before him. 

 He is worth going out of your way (making a special effort or trip) to worship and to learn about. 

Perhaps there are other conclusions – something worthy of consideration in the season of Epiphany. 

 

 

 

 

The More You Know | Page 2 

Flu Season and the Passing of the Peace 
 
  During this time with the flu being wide-spread and the Passing of the Peace during  
worship: 
 

• Use your good judgment. 
• Use the hand cleanser and tissue provided. 
• Your fellow worshiper will not be offended if you smile and greet without huging, 

kissing, or shaking hands.  
• Protect yourself and your fellow worshiper, save your hugs, kisses and hand 

shakes till spring and this heavy flu season passes. 
 
 In His service and yours, 
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New Pictorial Directory Coming Soon…… 

As we enter 2020, we’ll have the opportunity to be a part of a new Church Pictorial Directory. 

We will once again work with Lifetourch Photography who will take our photos and prepare the 

directory. It will be a “Bible size” directory so that you can keep it close by. Also, in the era of 

technology, you’ll be able to download a password protected directory on your phone or IPad.  

Photography times will be: 

 February 27 & 28 (Thursday & Friday)       From 2-9 p.m. 

             February 29 (Saturday)                                 From 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.  

Starting on January 12, you will be able to sign up for a photography time. Sign-up sheets will 

be in the Gathering Room. 

Much more information will come shortly. 

Thank you for being a part of this opportunity! 

Your Evangelism Committee 
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Announcements 

Audio-Visual (No routine meetings) 
Congregational Life (No routine meetings) 
Finance Committee (No routine meetings) 

 
Outreach Committee 

1st Sunday of the Month at 8:30 am 
 

Property Ministry  
1st Monday of the month at 7 pm 

 
 

Stewardship Committee 
1st Monday of the month at 6:30 pm 

 
WELCA  Meeting  

2nd Monday of the month at 1 pm 
 

Church Council Meeting  
2nd Monday of the month at 7:00 pm 

 
Mutual Ministry  

Last Monday of the month at 7 pm 
 

Evangelism Committee 
3rd Tues of the month at 12 pm 

 
Worship & Music Committee 

1st Wednesday of the month at 4:30 pm 
 

XYZ Breakfast Club  
2nd Wednesday of the month at 9 am. 

 
Prayer Ministry 

2nd Thursday of the month at 12 pm  
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
1st Thursday of the month at 10:30 am 

 
Christian Education Ministry  

1st Thursday of the month at 11:30 am 

On-going Standing Ministry Meeting Schedule 

Quilting Dates 
(also on the Church Calendar) 

 
 January:  

14, 16,  
21, 23,  
28, 30  

HTLC will host  
Family Promise  

starting January 26, 
2020.   

 
The sign up sheets  

are in the  
gathering room. 
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Serving Lunch at the Salvation Army  
 

As in 2019, in 2020 the Salvation Army in Kingsport is requesting volunteers  
to help them with serving lunch.  

 

HTLC HAS BEEN ASSIGNED THE FIRST  
Saturday of each month in 2020.  

 
A sign-up sheet is in the Gathering Room . Two volunteers should sign up 
for each month, and be there around 11:30 or 11:45 AM.  
 
The task is to place food on Styrofoam trays as folks come through the line. 
You will be through by 1:00 PM or earlier. If you have a middle school or 
high school age child to take with you, it’s a good exposure to the real 
world. 

Jan 26 following service.   
Lunch will be provided.   

 

Sign-up sheet for lunch is in Gathering Room.  
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The Church sings because there is so much to sing about, and singing is the 
deepest way to embody the sacred story we share. The Minneapolis-
based National Lutheran Choir, winners of Chorus America’s Margaret Hillis 
Award for Choral Excellence, sings this sacred and spiritual story in a way 
that is guaranteed to soothe your soul. This eclectic program celebrates the 
depth and breadth of the Lutheran choral tradition. Led by Artistic 
Director, David Cherwien, the program features choral works by Felix 
Mendelssohn, Ola Gjeilo and Ralph Vaughan Williams set alongside new 
arrangements of familiar tunes, including Kenneth Dake's “Sweet Hour of 
Prayer.” 
 
The 60-voice National Lutheran Choir seeks to strengthen, renew and preserve 
the heritage of sacred choral music through the highest standards of 
performance and literature. To learn more about the Choir, visit NLCA.com 
and connect on Facebook, Twitter and YouTube @NLChoir and Instagram 
@nationallutheranchoir 
 

JOIN US FOR THE NLC 2020 SOUTHEASTERN TOUR! 
 

National Lutheran Choir on tour in Hickory 
Thursday, February 20, 2020 – 7:30pm 
Grace Chapel – Lenoir-Rhyne University 
8th Ave NE, Hickory, NC 28601 
 

RESERVE YOUR FREE TICKET TODAY – BEFORE THEY ARE RELEASED 
TO THE PUBLIC ON JANUARY 13TH! 

 

Reserve a Free Ticket by  
- Signing up at the display in the HTLC Gathering Room 
- Contacting Belinda Castille (contact info is in our Annual Report) or by 
- Contacting the LRU Box Office at 828.328.7206 

 
In February we will try to organize carpools to make the trip more convenient! 
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Asking for Help! 
We are asking for your help with communicating your announcements to the office. 
We have an Announcement Submission Form. It is located above the water cooler be-
tween the communication boxes. We are trying to eliminate announcement miscommuni-
cations in wording, dates to run and in which publication to run your announcement, etc. 
You can still email your announcements, but this form has the information we need. It tells 
us the dates, wording, which announcement it goes in, etc. Emailing a typed version of 
the announcement is preferred (attached Word document or simply typed in the email 
body). If you email your announcement, please include the dates and communication piec-
es as listed on the Announcement Submission form. Just a note… (we’re sorry) the pro-
gram we use does not accept PDF format. It does accept JPG, TIFF, (picture files), MS 
Word or Excel files.  Thank you for your help! 
 
To (hopefully) make this new process easier, with the addition of the location of the com-
munication forms (over the water cooler outside the office) on a clipboard, there are boxes 
at the end of the member communication boxes (closest to the nursery) labeled 
Newsletter, (which is the Trumpet), Weekly Update and Bulletin.  Please remember we 
are growing our system so help/ideas are always welcome!  
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“They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
to fellowship, to breaking of bread and to prayer.” Acts 2:42 

 

Military /First Responders 
Maj Will Huerth- USA, Leigh Bergemann’s son 
Maj Sam Oswald- USAF, The Mortenson’s nephew 
LTC John Thompson- USAF, The Mortenson’s nephew 
LTC James Hoffman- Jo Ella Carter’s son in law 
SrA Cory lee Steadman- USAF, Tim & Viorica’s son 
Lt Adam Patterson- USAF, The Patterson’s Grandson 
(Randy’s son)       
Cpl Travis Churn, USMC - Cal and Pam    
Churn’s nephew 
  
Nursing Home, Assisted Living, Or Homebound 
Marilee Frye- home 
Dorothy Pamperl - Pam Churn’s mother - The Blake 
Marion Hansen- The Blake 
Bob McLellan- Wexford House 
Kyle Jenkins- home 
David and Edith Hildebrand – Asbury Place 
Jack Watson – Baysmont House at Asbury  

  
Family/Personal  
Laynee and Aizlyn (Great granddaughters of Larry & Inez 
Glauer) 
Taylor Jennings (granddaughter of Larry & Inez Glauer) 
Tyler Davidson (Ken Perry’s grandson) 
Brian Hrivnak  
Kirk Hrivnak 
  
Loss & Grief 

 
 

Health Issues 
Katie Maddox (Marty King’s sister) 
Victoria Burkhart (friend of Hrivnaks) 
Melinda Rogers (friend of Trumbos) 
Marty King 
Wayne Whipp 
James Varney (friend of Marilyn Rich) 
Barbara Millsap (Jeff Bedford’s sister) 
Jean Winstead (Bruce Wilder’s sister) 
Alyse (Connie Steere’s Granddaughter) 
Sam Pratt 
Judy & Erin Millington (Cecilie Aderholdt’s friends) 
Kelly Bates (Kathy’s Schick’s D-I-L) 
Barbara Miles (Marty King’s sister) 
Kaleb McMurray (Jo McMurray’s nephew) 
Rachel Harrell (Jim & Betty Dickert’s granddaughter) 
Edith Hildebrand 
Shannon & Laurel Wilder (Wilder’s family) 
Bruce Wilder  
David Reames 
James Griffith (Carolyn Cooper’s Brother) 
Marilyn Rich 
Pam Churn 
Anita Dievert 
Charles McClure 
Talon Huff 
Bob Bedford (Jeff Bedford’s father) 
Laurie Velasquez 
Carole Ferguson (Larry Landis’ sister) 
Laura Louthan (Jim Louthan’s sister) 
Tauri Thomas (Janet Thomas’ daughter) 
Scott Parker (friend of Kristy Jones, MOW recipient) 
Ray Lindsey (Kyley Burse’s father) 
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800 Broad St., Kingsport, TN 37660 
423-247-9106 | holytrinitykingsport.org 

Thank you for reading our monthly newsletter to keep up to date  
with our growing church activities!  

 
If you are new to the community or without a church home, please consider becoming a member of 

Holy Trinity. Pastor Scottie will be glad to speak with you about this. 

Pastor -  The Rev. Scottie Burkhalter  
Musician – Dr. Susan Waters 
Parish Nurse  - Sue Morgan 

Administrative Assistant -  Janet Thomas 


