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Jesus said, “go into your closet to pray” 
 
 

 
I’m reminded that many of you may very well have come tonight, not to hear a 
homily, but rather to receive the ashes. Even with our modified Ash Wednesday 
worship service, you will still have the opportunity to receive the ashes tonight 
before your receive Holy Communion as you hear the words, 
 
Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
>>>So let me ask you a question.  How will you practice your piety this year? 
 
This Ash Wednesday evening, I invite you to look closely at the closet tag that you 
were given.  Jesus said “Go into your closet to pray” (verse 6). The Greek word 
“tameion” (ta-my-on) is an inner room of the house, a small and private room, 
sometimes described as a chamber, reminding us of the need for a dedicated holy 
space to pray.  The King James version of the Bible instructs to go into your closet 
to pray. 
 
Matthew 6:5-6 NRSV 
“...Whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for the love to stand and pray 
in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. 
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you pray, go into 
your room (into your closet and Pray) and shut the door and pray to your Father 
who is in secret; and your Father who season secret will reward you.” 
 
Isaiah 26:20 ESV 
“Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide 
yourselves for a little while until the fury has passed by.”  
 
2 Kings 4:33 ESV 
“So he went in and shut the door behind the two of them and prayed to the Lord.“ 
 
James 5:15 ESV 
“And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, the Lord will raise him up. And 
if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.” 



 
Philippians 4:6-7 ESV 
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your request be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Psalm 141:2 ESV 
“Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands is 
the evening sacrifice!“ 
 
Jeremiah 33:3 ESV 
“Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and hidden things that you 
have not known.“ 
 
I have shared just a few of the 100 or so scripture passages that remind us to go to 
a closet to pray. 
 
I love this—that if you go into your closet and pray, you will be doing God’s will. 
 
Hear these words again from Isaiah: 
 
Isaiah 26:20 ESV 
“Come, my people, enter your chambers, and shut your doors behind you; hide 
yourselves for a little while until the fury has passed by.” 
 
The guilty will find no place to hide when God comes to Judge the earth. Jesus said 
that the hidden will be made known because His truth, like a light shining in a dark 
corner, will reveal it (Matthew 10:26).  Instead of trying to hide your shameful 
actions from God, let me encourage you to confess those actions and find freedom 
in Christ.  
 
 
The tag you have there in your hand reads: 
 
“Jesus said, ‘Go into your closet and pray in secret; and your Father will reward 
you.’” God calls us to pray. We start our day with prayer. We pray throughout the 
day. And we end our day with prayer.  Colossians 3:12 reminds us, ‘Put on 
compassion, patience, forgiveness, love—and be thankful. Whatever you do, do it in 
the name of the Lord Jesus.’” 
  
When you get home tonight, let me encourage you to take time to stop in front of a 
mirror and consider both the sacrifice and hope we have in Jesus.  Consider the 
cross that you will receive on your forehead this night.  The soldiers instructed to 



crucify Jesus probably thought nothing about Jesus on the cross as being anything 
other than another human being who died on a cross.  Yet that very cross, God 
used to give us life. The cross of Jesus has made it all possible for us to have this 
hope.  Use this time as you will to remind you of your prayer life each day. You may 
want to tie the tag on your closet rod. You may choose to hang the tag in your 
bathroom. You may put the tag on your rearview mirror in your automobile. And 
whatever you choose to do with your tag, I pray this tag will be the a reminder for 
you of Jesus kind invitation when he says, “Go to your closet to pray.” 
 
Jesus invite us to come to him as we read in Matthew 11:28-30. 
 
Matthew 11:28-30 NIV 
28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your soul. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is 
light.” 
 
Consider your own life‘s journey. How has God impacted your journey thus far? I 
invite you to use these 40 days of Lent this year to consider your own piety. That 
is, your whole life as directed to God. I pray that as you come out the other side of 
this Lenten journey, God will increase your faith. I also pray that your relationship 
with God will grow and that God will truly give you that peace which passes all 
understanding and guard your heart and your mind in Christ Jesus in whose name 
we pray. Amen 
 


