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Fourth Sunday Of Advent 
 

     Holy Trinity Lutheran Church December 20, 2020 Pastor Scottie Burkhalter  
800 Broad St., Kingsport, TN | HolyTrinityKingsport.org | 423-247-9106 

Please turn your radios to station FM 99.7 

Prelude Away in a Manger  Jason Tonioli 
 What Child is This?  Jason Tonioli 
 Midnight Clear/ Silent Night Medley  Jason Tonioli 
 Down From His Glory William E Booth Clibborn 

 (Lowell Patterson, Bass) /Eduardo di Capua 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 
8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our 
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
1 John 1:8-9 
 

P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 

Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your 
hearts through faith.  

C Amen. 
 
 

THE GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.       
C And also with you. 
 

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   The Lord be with you.      
C   And also with you. 
P   Let us pray. 

C  Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 
free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your 
redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 
Gathering Song All Earth Is Hopeful 
 
1) All earth is hopeful, the Savior comes at last! 
Furrows lie open for God's creative task: 
this, the labor of people who struggle to see 
how God's truth and justice set ev'rybody free. 
 

2) People of Israel, you heard the prophet tell: 
"A virgin mother will bear Emmanuel"; 
she conceived him, "God with us,"  
our brother, whose birth 
restores hope and courage to children of this 

earth. 
 

3) Mountains and valleys will have to be 
prepared; 

new highways opened, new protocols declared. 
Almost here! God is nearing, in beauty and grace! 
All clear ev'ry gateway, in haste, come out in 

haste! 
 

4) We first saw Jesus a baby in a crib. 
This same Lord Jesus today has come to live 
in our world; he is present, in neighbors we see 
our Jesus is with us, and ever sets us free.
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Blessing of the Advent Wreath 
P O faithful and loving God, we praise you for your tender compassion and give you thanks 

for your steadfast love for us and all creation. Bless us who see the light of this wreath, 
that we may be strengthened by the hope of your advent among us, and live toward the 
completion of all things in you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

C    Amen. 
 Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah (verse 4) 

Light four candles to watch for Messiah: 
let the light banish darkness. 

He is coming, tell the glad tidings. 
Let your lights be shining! 

 

WORD 
First Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 
enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of 
cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in 
mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
  4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell my servant David: 
Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a 
house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people 
of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded 
to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you 
from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have 
been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I 
will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may live in their own 
place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from 
the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your 
enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 16Your 
house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne shall be 
established forever. 
 

Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 
25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long 
ages 26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the 
Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 
faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever! Amen. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 
P   The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people 
from little known places. This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in 
a stall. Here Luke highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel. 
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26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. 28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to 
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of 
the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be 
called Son of God. 36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” 
Then the angel departed from her. 
P   The gospel of the Lord.    C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

THE SERMON Pastor Scottie Burkhalter 
 

Hymn of the Day The Magnificat Marty Haugen 
Brenda Hrivnak & Pam Churn (soloists) 

Cantors:  
An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth to a woman whose name was Mary.  The Angel 
said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.  You shall bear a child, and his name shall 
be Jesus, the Chosen One of God Most High.  And Mary said, “I am a servant of my God, I live to do 
your will.” 
 

Congregation: 
1) My soul proclaims your greatness, 
O God, and my spirit rejoices in you. 
You have looked with love on your servant 
here, 
and blessed me all my life through.   
Great and mighty are you, 
O Holy One, strong is your kindness evermore. 
How you favor the weak and lowly one, 
humbling the proud of heart. 
 

2) You have cast the mighty down from their 
thrones, 
and up lifted the humble of heart. 
You have filled the hungry with wondrous 
things,  
and left the wealthy no part. 
Great and mighty are you,  
O Faithful One, strong is your justice, 
strong your love, as you promised  
to Sarah and Abraham kindness for evermore.   

 

3) My soul proclaims your greatness,  
O God, and my spirit rejoices in you. 
You have looked with love on your servant here, 
and blessed me all my life through.   

THE APOSTLES' CREED  
P We have been made God's people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS  
 

AT THE OFFERTORY  Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow (words are on the website) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P  Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. Bless 

all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In the name 
of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.        

C    Amen. 
 

Holy Communion - Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

BLESSING 
P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you with 

love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever.   

C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN Joy to the World  

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her king; 
let ev'ry heart prepare him room 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n and nature sing, 
and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 
 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 
nor thorns infest the ground; 
he comes to make his blessings flow 
far as the curse is found, 
far as the curse is found, 
far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
and makes the nations prove 
the glories of his righteousness 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders of his love, 
and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

THE DISMISSAL 

P  Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.   
C   Thanks be to God. 
 

P     WE ARE HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH       
C     Helping Transform Lives in Christ 
 
 

Drive-Thru Holy Communion 
As you receive the bread and wine today, may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.   

(Additional music will be broadcast as you receive Holy Communion.) 

 
Permission to print, podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with  

License #A-702264 and CCLI #1667989. All rights reserved. 
 
Current 14 day avg. of new COVID cases as of 12/16/2020 is 145.4 = RED 
 
Meals on Wheels - COOKS:  Hrivnaks & Eric Waters / DRIVERS: BLUE-Nitschke; RED–Orr; GREEN –Dickert; GOLD– Jantzi 

Pastor: The Rev. Scottie J. Burkhalter | Ministers: Family and Friends of Holy Trinity 


