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4th Sunday after Epiphany 
 

     Holy Trinity Lutheran Church January 31, 2021 Pastor Scottie Burkhalter 
800 Broad St., Kingsport, TN | HolyTrinityKingsport.org | 423-247-9106 

Please turn your radios to station FM 99.7 

Prelude Be Thou My Vision John Carter   
 Beautiful Savior  John Carter   
 All Creatures of Our God and King  John Carter   
 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  John Carter   
 Holy Spirit Rain Down Russell Fragar  

  
Confession and Forgiveness 
8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess 
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.  
1 John 1:8-9 
 
P God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive 

together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your 

sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that 
Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  

C Amen. 
 
THE GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.       
C And also with you. 
 
THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P   The Lord be with you.      
C   And also with you. 
 
P   Let us pray. 
C  Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into your radiant presence and 

continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

 
Gathering Song  Thy Word 
 
Chorus:  
Thy Word is a lamp unto my 
feet 
And a light unto my path 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my 
feet 
And a light unto my path 
 

1. When I feel afraid 
Think I've lost my way 
Still You're there right beside 
me 
And nothing will I fear 
As long as You are near 
Please be near me to the 
end Chorus 

2. I will not forget 
Your love for me and yet 
My heart forever is 
wandering 
Jesus be my guide 
And hold me to Your side 
And I will love You to the end 
Chorus 
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WORD 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite 
community as the people wait to enter the promised land. Here Moses assures the people that God will 
continue to guide them through prophets who will proclaim the divine word. 
 

[Moses said:] 15The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 
people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16This is what you requested of the LORD your God at Horeb 
on the day of the assembly when you said: “If I hear the voice of the LORD my God any more, or ever 
again see this great fire, I will die.” 17Then the LORD replied to me: “They are right in what they have 
said. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in 
the mouth of the prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19Anyone who does 
not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself will hold accountable. 20But any 
prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I 
have not commanded the prophet to speak—that prophet shall die.” 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 

Paul is concerned about the way some Corinthian Christians use their freedom in Christ as license to 
engage in non-Christian behavior that sets a damaging example to other, impressionable believers. 
Christians have a responsibility to each other that their behavior does not cause another to sin. 
 

1Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” Knowledge 
puffs up, but love builds up. 2Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary 
knowledge; 3but anyone who loves God is known by him. 
  4Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” 
and that “there is no God but one.” 5Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or 
on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords—6yet for us there is one God, the Father, 
from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things and through whom we exist. 7It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some 
have become so accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to 
an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8“Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no 
worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 9But take care that this liberty of yours does not 
somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. 10For if others see you, who possess knowledge, 
eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the 
point of eating food sacrificed to idols? 11So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ 
died are destroyed. 12But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their 
conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will 
never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 
 
THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 1:21-28 
P   The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Forces that would bring death and disease have taken hold of a man, yet they recognize Jesus and 
know what his power means for them. Jesus commands these forces to leave and people are amazed 
at his authority. 
 

21[Jesus and his disciples] went to Capernaum; and when the sabbath came, he entered the 
synagogue and taught.22They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority, and not as the scribes. 23Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean 
spirit, 24and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”  
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25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, 
convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him. 27They were all amazed, and they kept 
on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the 
unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding 
region of Galilee. 
P   The gospel of the Lord.    
C   Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
THE SERMON Rev. Scottie Burkhalter 
 
Hymn of the Day We Eat the Bread of Teaching 
 

Refrain :We eat the bread of teaching, 
drink wine of wisdom, 
are given here a taste of the kingdom. 
Together joined, the greatest and the least, 
we all are one at Wisdom's holy feast. 
 
1. Wisdom calls throughout the city, 
knows our hunger, and in pity 
gives her loving invitation 
to the banquet of salvation.  Refrain 

 
2. Simple ones whose hearts are yearning, 
come and gain from Wisdom's learning; 
bread and wine she is preparing, 
know her loving in the sharing.  Refrain 
 
3. Enter with delight and singing, 
for her richness now is bringing 
us this joyful celebration; 
eat and drink in jubilation.  Refrain

 
THE APOSTLES' CREED  
P We have been made God's people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in trust and 

hope, we confess our faith. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 
buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 
heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 
THE PRAYERS  
 
AT THE OFFERTORY     Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow (words are on the website) 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
P  O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 

open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to 
tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.     

C    Amen. 
 
Holy Communion - Words of Institution 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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BLESSING 
P   God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 

comforter ☩ keep you in peace.    

C Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN The Battle Belongs to the Lord 
 
Verse 1 
In heavenly armor we'll enter the land 
The battle belongs to the Lord 
No weapon that's fashioned against us will 
stand 
The battle belongs to the Lord   Chorus 

 
Chorus 
We sing glory honor 
Power and strength to the Lord 
We sing glory honor 
Power and strength to the Lord 

 
Verse 2 
When the power of darkness comes in like a flood 
The battle belongs to the Lord 
He's raised up a standard the pow'r of His blood 
The battle belongs to the Lord   Chorus 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
P    Go in peace. Be the light of Christ.       
C   Thanks be to God. 
 
P     WE ARE HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH       
C     Helping Transform Lives in Christ 

 
Drive-Thru Holy Communion 
As you receive the bread and wine today, may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen. 
 

(Additional music will be broadcast as you receive Holy Communion.) 
May the Lord be with you as you drive away this day.  

Permission to print, podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with  
License #A-702264 and CCLI #1667989. All rights reserved. 

Current 14 day avg. of new COVID cases as of 1/27/2021 is 62.7  = RED 
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