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Prelude Come Let Us Sing For Joy

Confession and Forgiveness

8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. °If we confess
our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by
his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name

of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
OPENING HYMN God Is Here

1 God is here! As we your people 3 Here our children find a welcome
meet to offer praise and prayer, in the Shepherd's flock and fold;
may we find in fuller measure here as bread and wine are taken,
what it is in Christ we share. Christ sustains us as of old.

Here, as in the world around us, Here the servants of the Servant
all our varied skills and arts seek in worship to explore

wait the coming of the Spirit what it means in daily living

into open minds and hearts. to believe and to adore.

2 Here are symbols to remind us 4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom,
of our lifelong need of grace; in an age of change and doubt,
here are table, font, and pulpit; keep us faithful to the gospel;
here the cross has central place. help us work your purpose out.
Here in honesty of preaching, Here, in this day's dedication,
here in silence, as in speech, all we have to give, receive;
here, in newness and renewal, we, who cannot live without you,
God the Spirit comes to each. we adore you! We believe!

THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.

C And also with you.

THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

C Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and
train us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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WORD
FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11
®'When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways, God
changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it.
41But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. He prayed to the LORD and said,
“O LorbD! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country? That is why | fled to Tarshish at
the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in
steadfast love, and ready to relent from punishing. And now, O LoRD, please take my life from me,
for it is better for me to die than to live.” “And the LoRD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” °Then
Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

5The LorD God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonabh, to give shade over his head,
to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the bush. ‘But when dawn came up
the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered. ®When the sun rose,
God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint
and asked that he might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

‘But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said, “Yes, angry
enough to die.” *°Then the LorD said, “You are concerned about the bush, for which you did not labor
and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and perished in a night. **And should | not
be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty
thousand persons who do not know their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”

SECOND READING:: Philippians 1:21-30
?For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. ??If | am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for
me; and | do not know which | prefer. 23| am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart
and be with Christ, for that is far better; *but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 2°Since
| am convinced of this, | know that | will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy
in faith, “°so that | may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again.
2’0Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether | come and see
you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side
by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, ?®and are in no way intimidated by your opponents.
For them this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. “°For he
has graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as
well—* since you are having the same struggle that you saw | had and now hear that | still have.

THE HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
P The holy gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
C Glorytoyou, O Lord.
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God
rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early
in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual
daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. *When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw
others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to them, “You also go into the vineyard,
and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. "When he went out again about noon and
about three o’clock, he did the same. °And about five o’clock he went out and found others
standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ "They said to
him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ ®When
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give
them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’



When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily

wage. 1°Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them
also received the usual daily wage. **And when they received it, they grumbled against the
landowner, *?saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us
who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ **But he replied to one of
them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily
wage? “Take what belongs to you and go; | choose to give to this last the same as | give to
you. >’Am | not allowed to do what | choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious
because | am generous?’ 1°So the last will be first, and the first will be last.”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praiseto you, O Christ.

THE SERMON Pastor Scottie
Hymn of the Day Will You Let Me Be Your Servant

1 Will you let me be your servant, 3 1 will hold the Christ-light for you

let me be as Christ to you? in the nighttime of your fear;
Pray that | may have the grace to I will hold my hand out to you,
let you be my servant, too. speak the peace you long to hear.

2 We are pilgrims on a journey, 4 | will weep when you are weeping;
we are trav'lers on the road; when you laugh I'll laugh with you.
we are here to help each other | will share your joy and sorrow
walk the mile and bear the load. till we've seen this journey through.

5 Will you let me be your servant,
let me be as Christ to you?
Pray that | may have the grace to
let you be my servant, too.

THE APOSTLES' CREED

P We have been made God's people through our baptism into Christ. Living together in
trust and hope, we confess our faith.

C | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS

AT THE OFFERTORY Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow (words are on the website)
https://holytrinitykingsport.org/sixth_sunday_after_pentecost
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OFFERING PRAYER

P Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your
good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and
drink, and send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of
life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Holy Communion - Words of Institution

The Lord’s Prayer

BLESSING
P Almighty God, Father, ++ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
C Amen.

SENDING HYMN Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 2 With praise and thanksgiving
our true faith confessing, to God ever-living,
the people of God from this dwelling take leave. the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face—
The supper is ended. our faith ever sharing,
Oh, now be extended in love ever caring,
the fruits of this service in all who believe. embracing God's children, the whole human race.
The seed of Christ's teaching, With your feast you feed us,
receptive souls reaching, with your light now lead us;
shall blossom in action for God and for all. unite us as one in this life that we share.
Your grace shall incite us, Then may all the living
your love shall unite us with praise and thanksgiving
to work for your kingdom and answer your call. give honor to Christ and his name that we bear.

THE BENEDICTION

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious
to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen.

THE DISMISSAL
P Go in peace. Share the good news.
C Thanks be to God.

P WE ARE HOLY TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
C Helping Transform Lives in Christ

Drive-Thru Holy Communion
As you receive the bread and wine today, may the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ,
strengthen you and keep you in His grace. Amen.
(Additional music will be broadcast as you receive Holy Communion.)
MAY THE LORD BE WITH YOU AS YOU DRIVE AWAY THIS DAY.
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