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March 17, 2021 

 
Lent 4: Were You There…..as a Sympathizer? 

Congregational responses are printed in bold text. 

Opening Dialogue 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways, by the prophets, 
but in these last days God has spoken to us by the Son. 
He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, 
and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
Since we have confidence by the new and living way opened for us by Jesus, 
let us approach with a true heart in full assurance of faith. 
 

Reading: Luke 23:26-31 
 
26As they led him away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the 

country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27A great 
number of the people followed him, and among them were women who were beating 

their breasts and wailing for him. 28But Jesus turned to them and said, "Daughters of 
Jerusalem, do not weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29For the 

days are surely coming when they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, and the wombs that 
never bore, and the breasts that never nursed.' 30Then they will begin to say to the 

mountains, 'Fall on us'; and to the hills, 'Cover us.' 31For if they do this when the wood is 
green, what will happen when it is dry?" 
  

Homily                      Pastor Scottie 

 

Hymn of the Day                     Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed 
 
1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 

 and did my sov'reign die? 

 Would he devote that sacred head 

 for sinners such as I? 

 

2 Was it for sins that I had done 

 he groaned upon the tree? 

 Amazing pity, grace unknown, 

 and love beyond degree! 

 
 

 

 

 

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 

 and shut its glories in 

 when God, the mighty maker, died 

for his own creatures' sin. 

 

4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 

 while his dear cross appears, 

 dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 

 and melt my eyes to tears. 

 

5 But tears of grief cannot repay 

 the debt of love I owe; 

 here, Lord, I give myself away: 

      'tis all that I can do. 

     Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt.
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Prayers 
 
Surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Faithful God, shower the world with your lovingkindness, 
that all may know your peace. 
Open our eyes to the needs of our neighbors, 
that all may know your love. 
Comfort the sick and dying, 
that all may know your mercy. 
Guide our leaders in the way of truth, 
that all may know your justice. 
Focus our hearts on the way of the cross, 
that all may have faith in you. 
 
Let us pray in the words of Martin Luther: 
Behold, Lord, an empty vessel that needs to be filled. 
My Lord, fill it. I am weak in the faith; strengthen me. 
I am cold in love; warm me and make me fervent, that 
my love may go out to my neighbor. I do not have a 
strong and firm faith; at times I doubt and am unable 
to trust you altogether. O Lord, help me. Strengthen 
my faith and trust in you. In you I have sealed the treasure 
of all I have. I am poor; you are rich and came to 
be merciful to the poor. I am a sinner; you are upright. 
With me, there is an abundance of sin; in you is the 
fullness of righteousness. Therefore I will remain with 
you, of whom I can receive, but to whom I may not give. 
Amen.  
  

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Finally, let us pray with the words our Savior gave us: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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Blessing 
 
The God of peace, 
who brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
the great shepherd of the sheep, 
make you complete in everything good 
so that you may do God’s will, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. 
Amen. 
  
 
 

Sending Hymn              Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 

 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

 bore the weight of human need, 

 who upon the cross, forsaken, 

 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

 we, your servants, bring the worship 

 not of voice alone, but heart; 

 consecrating to your purpose 

 ev'ry gift which you impart. 

 

2 Still your children wander homeless; 

 still the hungry cry for bread; 

 still the captives long for freedom; 

 still in grief we mourn our dead. 

 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

 healed the sick and freed the soul, 

 by your Spirit send your power 

 to our world to make it whole. 

        

  

3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

 till your love's revealing light 

 in its height and depth and greatness 

 dawns upon our quickened sight, 

 making known the needs and burdens 

 your compassion bids us bear, 

 stirring us to ardent service, 

 your abundant life to share.   

 

4 Called by worship to your service, 

 forth in your dear name we go, 

 to the child, the youth, the aged,  

 love in living deeds to show; 

 hope and health, good will and comfort, 

 counsel, aid and peace we give, 

 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 

 may your mercy know and live. 

 
        Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984 

 

 
 
 

      Text © 1961 Oxford University Press 

 
 

 

The Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Copyrighted lyrics and/or music reprinted / podcast / streamed under ONE LICENSE #A-702264, CCLI license #1667989, or Augsburg 

license #SAS003588 unless otherwise noted. All rights reserved. 
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“and among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for him.” 
 
 


