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Emmanuel = God With Us

Advent

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Advent = 1st coming of Jesus, God in the fleshImmanuel = God With UsChristmas is about God becoming man. 



6 For to us a child is born,
to us a son is given,
and the government will be on his shoulders.

And he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hundreds of years prior to God becoming flesh Isaiah penned these prophetic words. We are looking at the names of God in this passage because every name of God reveals a portion of who He is to us. We continue to pondered the significance.  Names are important.Name changes... Abraham and Sarah, parents of many.  Son Isaac because they laughed.  Naomi sweet to Mara bitter, then back to Naomi.  Simon becomes Peter, the rock after profession of faith in Jesus.  



Everlasting = continuing indefinitely, eternal, 
never ending, infinite, in Hebrew has the idea 

of “in perpetuity” or “without end.”

Father = the first person of the Trinity
a male who has offspring

Definitions

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At first glance this name seems to point to the relationship Christ has with the first person of the Godhead and the nature of the Godhead is always existing.  The eternality. The Hebrew phrase translated “Everlasting Father” could also be translated literally “Father of Eternity.”  He is the father of time and eternity, the “architect of the ages.”  John in the beginning was the word... Eternity is truly an aspect of Christ. However, I don’t think that is what is meant here.  Isaiah is talking about titles specifically as they relate to God With us or the Messiah.  In other words He is trying to tell us what the Messiah will be like.  Yes the Messiah and God are one and the same, but, I don’t think this is Isaiah adding a trintarian statement or name.  He is talking more about the characteristic of Christ being fatherly.  A forever father is how we should best understand this. His fatherhood will be without end.We should ponder what does it mean that Christ is like a forever father?



John 14:18 - No, I will not abandon you as 
orphans—I will come to you

1 Corinthians 1:9 - God is faithful, who has 
called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord

Forever Father
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Presentation Notes
He will not abandon us as some fathers do, He will lay claim to us. We are made for a forever fellowship with Him.  HE will never throw us out or abandon us. He will never relinquish his responsibility. He will not renege on his promises. Protecting children is a charge he laid on himself. How can this be? He is no longer physically with us anymore? 



John 16:7 - But very truly I tell you, it is for 
your good that I am going away. Unless I go 
away, the Advocate will not come to you; but if 
I go, I will send him to you.

Psalm 139:7 - Where can I go from your Spirit?
Where can I flee from your presence?

Forever Father in Spirit

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The presence of the spirit is described as being better than physically with us.  It is described as internal to us rather than external being.  It has a presence that is can be anywhere and everywhere simultaneously.  It is not limited to the flesh, the spirit is boundless.  When I pass away my spirit doesn’t have the ability to live in my kids.  Jesus technically has not passed, He is alive in a resurrected body and in a living state with the Father sends His spirit.  No other father can do this because we are not God.  There is some mystery to being God the Father, God as Christ, and God as the Spirit. 



15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I 
will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you 
forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world 
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives 
with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave 
you as orphans; I will come to you.

John 14:15-18
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Presentation Notes
Jesus laid claim to us as a forever father that lives in us thru the Spirit.  This is not the spirit of Christmas or catching the Christmas Spirit.  This is a fellowship with the living God in us.  The God who was with us is now in us. This is better for us. Power inside of us.



11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth,
so great is his love for those who fear him;

12 as far as the east is from the west,
so far has he removed our transgressions from us. 

13 As a father has compassion on his children,
so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him;

Psalm 103
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Presentation Notes
V13 the father has pity on us (KJV).  This verb compassion or pity is a mark of true parenthood. Every father views his children in a way that he doesn’t view anyone elses kids. They may admire or speak well of other kids, but his will always be special to him.  Notice how deep the compassion runs, east to west. North to south.  Without measure. This is the way the fatherly love is defined.  There is an intimacy in family life that the Christ has for His children.  Sadly, if you are not a believer you are not family. The depth extends to the children.  The Lord wants all to be his children, some have yet to enter the family. 3 aspects of what it means for the Messiah to be a forever father to his people. 



3 who forgives all your sins...
4 who redeems your life from the pit...
10 he does not treat us as our sins deserve

or repay us according to our iniquities.
12 as far as the east is from the west,

so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Psalm 103
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Presentation Notes
He forgives completely.  Don't’ make the mistake of thinking this is wonderful news, God overlooks sin entirely.  I can do what I want when I want, it's all taken care of because he is a forgiving God.  God’s forgiveness is more complex and must be understood in context with God's character.  God is Holy and Just.  He will not look at our sin and approve it and nor does He overlook them.  Any scripture by itself can lead to bad conclusions about the nature of forgiveness. We need to consider the whole Biblical picture and context according to who God is.  God does not overlook sin, and that is a problem for all humans. All of us have sinned, and that is a capital punishment.  I believe even the most upright person has a sense that they have gone outside the boundaries of God in some way.  WE all have sense of oughtness that we have broken with God.  However, We like to make little of our sins as if they are not so offensive.  We attempt to put God’s justice on a human scale.  WE try to avoid the idea of real Godly Justice. We want it to be like our version of Justice, an unholy version, less than perfect.  Godly Justice must punish sin, we just wish it wasn’t so severe.  So some live out a lie to make God less holy so we can go on sinning.  We like to live in the fairy tale version of justice that God grants forgiveness of sin without any kind of punishment, that he would look the other way while we keep living out our lives.   We all have a stain of rebellion toward God and there is only one solution to solve this stain. The story of forgiveness we cannot get to by simply looking at a baby in a manager.  We need to follow the whole line of Isaiah’s portrayal of a forever father. 



2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,
and like a root out of dry ground.

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.

3 He was despised and rejected by mankind,
a man of suffering, and familiar with pain.

Like one from whom people hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem.

Only by the Blood (Isaiah 43)



4 Surely he took up our pain
and bore our suffering,

yet we considered him punished by God,
stricken by him, and afflicted.

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;

the punishment that brought us peace was on him,
and by his wounds we are healed.

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to our own way;

and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

Only by the Blood (Isaiah 43)
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Presentation Notes
God did not overlook sin, rather he took it on himself.  That is a big difference from blanket forgiveness. He doesn’t treat us as our sins deserve because messiah has dies in place of sinners.  He is merciful in that he doesn’t punish us where we stand every time we sin, and he is gracious in that he takes every act of treason, rebellion, or indifference on himself. He doesn’t count our sins against us because he counts them against His son.  He still counts sin and feels our sin on the son.  If everytime we sin we felt the pain and suffering of Christ would we still want to sin? There is no reason in the world for a perfect being to take on the punishment for sin when He was not guilty of a single sin. Unless He dies in the place of another. The forever father took our place.  He covered himself in shame so that we might be covered in his glory. All of my sins are nailed to the cross once and for all and needs no repetition. It cleanses perfectly. 



14 for he knows how we are formed,
he remembers that we are dust.

15 The life of mortals is like grass,
they flourish like a flower of the field;

16 the wind blows over it and it is gone,
and its place remembers it no more.

Psalm 103
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(2) As a father he knows us thoroughly.  Science still hasn’t figured out how we are formed, but God knows. Vast resources and time are being spent to understand human health and it has barely scraped the surface.   God knows are our exact everything, birth and death.  Our shelf life and expiration are no mystery to him. We don’t need to worry so much about this life or the next if we have a forever father who knows us. Every person should have a decent answer to the following:Who am I, Where did I come From, where am I going? Who am I? The first one is a sinner, father forever answers our guilt concerns with forgiveness. Where did I come from?Where do we find our identity.  The psalmist answers, the Father made us 



13 For you created my inmost being; you knit me 
together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise you because 
I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well. 15 My frame was not 
hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, 
when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.
16 Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days 
ordained for me were written in your book before one 
of them came to be. 

Psalm 139
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Where did I come from? My fatherOur Forever father give us identity. You are not just a number, you are a name to him.  Your not the last 4 digits of SS.Before time began who knew your name. You are not worthless. When don’t know the answers, and ignore these questions, people tend to fill there life with anything and everything.  Who Am I ? Don’t know, Where did I come from? No clue.  Where am I going? I hate to think.  I just fill my life with stuff to try and find meaning so I don’t have to think about these questions. Perty on because I don’t have answers. Created by God for God, for relationship.



8 The LORD is compassionate and gracious,
slow to anger, abounding in love.

17 But from everlasting to everlasting
the LORD’s love is with those who fear him,
and his righteousness with their children’s children

Endless Love, Psalm 103
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(3) He loves us endlessly. Love brings about repentance.  When we realize God will not give us what we deserve, because of the love of the messiah.Takes on people to be his very own forever. He initiates the love toward us.  We either receive it or reject it.  This love should be appealing to all. Who wouldn’t want to be in this family? Earthly religion and family will disappoint.  The forever father is not earthly and will not disappoint.   The father pursues us with his love. Like the 1 missing out of the 99, He comes to look for us. Like a father who looks for his prodigal son to return. The God we may have ignored, comes looking for us, pursuing a relationship with us. You may zero interest in God, but he still seeks you out and wants you to be in the family. He comes to be a forever father, looking to share his life with us, and us with him. Songs are constantly being written about endless love, Randy Travis I’m going to love you forever and ever amen. Because the human heart seeks and endless love. 



2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among the people, and he will 
dwell with them. They will be his people, and God 
himself will be with them and be their God. 4 ‘He will 
wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more 
death’ or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order 
of things has passed away.” 5 He who was seated on 
the throne said, “I am making everything new!”

Endless love - Revelation 21:2-5
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We had a forever father previously as Christ was with us in the flesh, now in Christ we experience it thru the spirit, in the future we will experience another version of Christ with us. 
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