
“The Lord Is Not Slow…” 

Things certainly seem to move quickly at this time of the year, don’t they? Just a few days ago it was 

“the Baby of Bethlehem.” Next, it was “Baby New Year.” And now that the season of Epiphany is upon 

us, in our neck-of-the-woods it’s “the baby in the king cake.” Whew! Where does the time go? 

As quickly as things seem to be moving in some areas of our lives, in other areas of life things may not 

seem to be moving quickly enough. For you maybe it’s a nagging head cold or (even worse) the nagging 

concerns of recovering from or avoiding COVID-19. Why can’t things move along quicker – in terms of 

vaccines, cures, “ready when we need it” relief from such burdens? Or perhaps for you it’s why can’t the 

restoration of an important relationship in my life move along more quickly? I’m hurting. I’m lonely. I’m 

discouraged. I need some light at the end of my dark emotional tunnel – now! Or for you maybe it’s why 

can’t things move along quicker in terms a return to normalcy, you know back to the way things were 

before the COVID-19 upheavals came upon us. Big events and plans are soon coming (We hope!), but 

will we have to cancel those activities (vacations, graduations, family gatherings, the baseball season…) 

again? Things need to move along quicker, much quicker! 

And God? “What’s He waiting for?” we may wonder? “Why isn’t He stepping into our problems in a 

more timely and meaningful way? Where is He? Why is He so slow? Doesn’t He care? Doesn’t He know? 

Doesn’t He have anything to offer?” Get a move on, God! 

Maybe you find yourself pretty much at the end of your proverbial rope right now. Maybe your patience 

is just about worn to a frazzle – that is, if you have any patience left at all! And perhaps, just perhaps, 

the Lord is even in your “doghouse” for His apparent failures to act in timely and meaningful ways in 

your life and in the world. Oh, God seems to be “with it” for a day here and a day there, but perhaps for 

the most part He just seems to lack any sustained initiative (or help) in your life and with your burdens. 

What’s keeping Him? 

The Lord has heard those concerns before. Even His Biblical-era people questioned His availability, His 

concerns, and His timing. “Where is He?” they wondered. “Doesn’t He care?” they asked. “Why is He so 

slow in keeping His promises?” they lamented. 

The Lord fielded those concerns, and He responded – oh, not by waving the proverbial wand and making 

things instantly better, but instead by assuring His people of a comforting truth. The Lord is not slow as 

some count slowness; in fact, He isn’t slow at all. Instead, He is loving, patient, methodical in His care, 

and ever vigilant. As the Scriptures note: “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some 

understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to 

repentance.” (2 Peter 3) 

Rather than ignoring our struggles with impatience, the Lord puts us in mind of His faithfulness. The Lord 

who is “beyond time” has come into our time – and into our lives, and with His gifts of forgiveness, 

strength, and life everlasting. He remains in His world and He remains in our lives. He bids us, “Wait, 

wait on the Lord.” He encourages us, “I will never leave you or forsake you.” He focuses our attention on 

His zeal and on His Master Plan, “Go and make disciples…” 

“Direct us, O Lord, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and further us with your continual 

help that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you we may glorify your holy name and finally 

by your mercy obtain eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 


