
From the Pastor’s Pen 

It is Christmas time once again. It is a 

time of family, friends, fellowship and 

giving.  It is a time of family traditions 

and great expectations.  It is also a time 

of great stress and anxiety for many: 

those who don’t have family, lost loved 

ones, or are just too stressed by all the 

expectations 

and 

traditions 

that are 

supposed to 

be so merry!  

Shopping is 

stressful.  Paying all the bills is 

stressful.  Family arguments and 

shattered expectations are stressful.  

The kids running around free with not 

much to do for over two weeks is 

stressful.  Having to get the house 

ready for the scrutiny of nitpicky 

family is stressful.  Traveling over the 

Holidays are expensive and stressful.  

Come to think of it, is there really 

anything that’s good about Christmas 

anymore? 

 

We tend to put WAY too much 

emphasis upon “us” at Christmas time.  

We focus on our traditions, our 

expectations, our gifts, our giving, our 

home, our feast, our relationships with 

family and friends.  The real message 

of Christmas gets lost in the shuffle of 

all this hubbub nonsense!  And it is all 

nonsense, too.  It’s all pressure and 

anxiety we place upon ourselves, so 

that we may have the “prefect 

Christmas”.  

Is it ever 

perfect?  

Does family 

and friends 

always get 

along this 

time of year? Do we always get or give 

the gifts we want?  Can we even afford 

Christmas!?  The decorations, the 

food, the gifts- all of it?  And for what 

reason do we do all these crazy things? 

Is it because “Christmas- Inc” tells us 

that this is what we are supposed to do- 

that we are to spend a ton of money 

and go crazy during this time of year?  

What’s the point of it all?  Why all the 

stress?  Why all the insanity?  Why all 

the pressure?  Oh yeah, to have the 

BEST CHRISTMAS EVER!  Good 

luck with that. 

 

Christmas is not about us. Christmas is 

for us.  There is a huge difference 

between the two.  Christmas is the 

time we as saved 

Christians 

celebrate the fact 

that God keeps 

His promises and 

sent His only 

begotten Son to be born of woman, 

suffer and die, and rise, so that we may 

have eternal life in His name.   



“For God so loved the world that He 

gave His one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in Him should not 

perish, but have 

eternal life.  For 

He did not send 

His Son into the 

world to condemn 

the world, but 

rather to reconcile 

the world to 

Himself through Him” (John 3:16-17).  

Note the second part: “He did not 

send His Son into the World to 

condemn the world. . .”  This is a 

message that is not usually heard when 

one reads John 3:16. The fact is, 

Christmas is about God saving us, for 

we (because of sin) cannot save 

ourselves.  It is about God establishing 

a relationship with Him because we 

can’t do that ourselves.  It is about 

God’s love, mercy, grace and 

forgiveness for us, through Jesus 

Christ.  Christmas is not about us.  It is 

for us! It is God for us- God with Us; 

Emmanuel.   

 

We, as a society have stripped Christ 

out of the equation, and turned the 

focus off what He has done for us, and 

made the entire season solely about us.  

We’ve even abbreviated Christmas 

down to Xmas, thus Xing out Christ 

altogether!  This is the time of year 

when the stresses and pressures of the 

now secularized “Holidays” 

overwhelm us, because it is no longer 

for us, but about US!  My brothers and 

sisters in Christ, it is not about us- 

Christmas is for us.  It is God’s plan of 

salvation for all people being realized 

in the birth of the Messiah.  Christmas 

Inc. may have stripped every shred of 

faith out of Christmas for the rest of 

the world, but that still does not 

change the fact that Christmas is about 

Christ.  It doesn’t change the fact that 

He is the only means of salvation.  It 

does not change the fact that we are 

objectively justified 

by grace through 

faith in Jesus 

Christ- the author 

and perfector of 

our faith. It does 

not change the fact 

that the real meaning of Christmas is 

for us, not about us. 

 

So, I wrote this tongue in cheek song, 

The Xmas Time Blues, for that is what 

I get when I see the hubbub and stress 

of the season.  Xing out Christ from 

Christmas- “The message gets lost, 

nobody counts the cost of God being 

made man”.  Enjoy the song, and 

think about the great difference 

between Christmas for us, and 

Christmas about us.  Then the God of 

all peace, will give you His peace.                  

 
 



XMAS Time Blues 
By Eric “The Rev” Klemme 
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Capo 1st Fret (In C relative to 
capo) 
 

1. Snow is in the air and lights 
are everywhere.  People 
running to and fro, a 
sloshing thru the snow.  
Bells are ringing and 
people are singing, yet they 
reap what they sow. 
 

Chorus: 
 
O Christmas time is here.  Go 
and spread some cheer.  It’s that 
time of year- you gotta deaden 
the pain with beer.  ‘Cause 
family is crazy, and the kids are 
lazy and the bills cause much 
fear. 
 

2. So you dress in your 
Sunday best, but the day is 
filled with stress.  
Expectations running high, 
it makes you wanna run 
and hide.  Arguments 
abound- there’s no love to 

be found- it makes you 
wanna cry.  
 

3. Chorus/Instrumental. 
 

4. Supposed to be a day of 
love- peace, joy and hugs- 
Good will to men and love 
thy fellowman.  But the 
message gets lost, no one 
counts the cost of God 
being made man.   
 

Chorus: O Christmas time us 
here. Go and spread some cheer.  
It’s that time of year- you gotta 
deaden the pain with beer.  
‘Cause family is crazy and the 
kids are lazy, and the bills cause 
much fear. (Repeat) 
 
Tag: Yeah Christmas time is 
here! 
          


