
Hope Is Here 

If any given calendar year could possibly become personified and then become the object of universal 

scorn, misery, and discontent, for many people the year 2020 was all that – and more! Whether it was 

COVID-19 (and its resultant worldwide upheavals in health, economics, and day-to-day life), political 

intrigue, or bitter community divisions, the year 2020 provided it all. It was little wonder that people 

eagerly awaited the new year, and as the clock struck midnight on December 31, 2020 many expressed 

their hope that the great cosmic clock was about to settle into a notched resting place of better fortune. 

With 2020 now safely in the rearview mirror, perhaps you begin the new year with high hopes – for 

yourself, your family, your community, your church, your job. Perhaps you, too, are more than ready to 

move on, and hope to see your dreams coming to at least some reasonable degree of fruition in 2021. 

 If we do think along those lines but have inadvertently placed our “hope” into the world and its ways, 

the Lord Himself pulls each one of us up short and admonishes, “Think again.” Through that stern 

admonition the Lord does not intend to throw a wet blanket over our hopes. He is simply reminding us 

(in the sternest, yet most loving way possible) that we dare not place our hopes in this world and what it 

deceivingly offers up to hungry and thirsty souls. The world? It’s not our home; it’s not our friend; it’s 

not our assurance. The world and its deceptive ways, agenda, hurts, and false hopes can never satisfy 

our true hunger and thirst. Placing our hopes on such transient and ultimately destructive things only 

makes things worse, not better. If we thought that 2020 was a rough one, any continued trust and hope 

in the world will show us more of the same, and the stunning reality that we haven’t felt, seen, or heard 

anything yet when it comes to disappointment and distress. 

Those are sobering words from God, aren’t they? However, the Lord not only delivers His word of 

warning; most wondrously of all, He provides to us His word of love. God calls it His word of grace; the 

message of God’s riches (true cleansing from guilt, true security, and blessed immortality with Him) at 

Christ’s expense. “Hope is here!” the Lord announced as His Son was given to the world at Bethlehem. It 

was the presentation of the greatest gift the world could ever imagine, and this great Divine Gift was 

given in the most meaningful way – not with bitterness, not with deceit, not with the promise of 

damnation, but gently, lovingly, honestly, and with the blessings that bring to each person that which 

truly satisfies our deepest thirsts and our deepest hungers. “God so loved the world, that He gave…” 

(John 3), and He continues to give – faithfully so. 

He calls each one of us to turn from the world and its false hope, and, through faith, to turn to Him – the 

true and living Lord – the King of Kings, the Lord of Lords, the Prince of Peace who alone is the source of 

true and lasting Hope…in 2021 and forevermore! “Hope is here, with Me,” the Lord announces. He 

invites, “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11). This 

is His invitation to you this very moment as the new year has dawned. It will be His invitation to you 

throughout the year. Herein lies true cleansing from guilt. Herein lies true security. Herein lies life 

everlasting. Herein lies our true and eternal hope.  

Come and see! Go forth and share! Tell everyone what He has done, and what He will do. “Oh, come let 

us adore Him – Christ the Lord!” “Lord God, heavenly Father, because you sent us your only-begotten 

Son for our salvation and gave him the name Jesus, grant that we may begin the New Year trusting in his 

saving name and live all our days in his service and praise to the glory of his holy name. Amen.” 


