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“Pen of the Pastor” 

 Early church traditions give us stories of many individuals who lived the Christian Faith, 
most in total obscurity.  One of these traditions is a man named "St. Valentine".  What possible 
eternal contributions could a person give to the world to become an official saint?  Why does 
an American holiday bear the name of this man who lived in Rome during the first century of 
the church? 

A common describes Saint Valentine as a priest of Rome or as the former Bishop of 
Terni, an important town of Umbria, in central Italy. While under house arrest of Judge Asterius, 
and discussing his faith with him, Valentinus (the Latin version of his name) was discussing the 
validity of Jesus. The judge put Valentinus to the test and brought to him the judge's adopted 
blind daughter. If Valentinus succeeded in restoring the girl's sight, Asterius would do whatever 
he asked. Valentinus, praying to God, laid his hands on her eyes and the child's vision was 
restored.   Immediately humbled, the judge asked Valentinus what he should do. Valentinus 
replied that all the idols around the judge's house should be broken, and that the judge should 
fast for three days and then undergo the Christian sacrament of baptism. The judge obeyed 
and, because of his fasting and prayer, freed all the Christian inmates under his authority. The 
judge, his family, and his forty-four member household of adult family members and servants 
were baptized.   This account appears in the Nuremberg Chronicle (1493). Alongside a woodcut 
portrait of Valentine, the text states that he was a Roman priest martyred during the reign of 
Claudius Gothicus. He was arrested and imprisoned upon being caught marrying Christian 
couples and otherwise aiding Christians who were at the time being persecuted by Claudius in 
Rome. Helping Christians at this time was considered a crime. Claudius took a liking to this 
prisoner. However, when Valentinus tried to convert the Emperor, he was condemned to death. 
He was beaten with clubs and stones; when that failed to kill him, he was beheaded outside the 
Flaminian Gate. Various dates are given for the martyrdom or martyrdoms: February 14, 269, 
270, or 273. 

 Back in the fourth century of the Christian era, Julian the Apostate charged the 
Christians with seeking to obtain followers by bribing the sick, the suffering and the needy.  He 
said, "These Christians give themselves to this kind of humanity.  Now we see what it is that 
makes them such powerful enemies of our gods.  It is the brotherly love that they manifest 
towards the stranger and the suffering and the poor."  That is quite a charge - a charge of which 
we must be continually guilty. 

 Heathen people who observed the brotherly love of Christians toward one another 
marveled at what they saw and cried out, "Behold, how they love one another!"  The renowned 
Roman lawyer Marcus Minucius Felix, who lived in the second century, became a true Christian, 
and he testified of the early Christians:  "They loved one another, even before knowing one 
another (personally)."  Of course, many heathen people remained what they were and scoffed 
at Christianity.  For example, Lucian, who also lived in the second century, sneeringly wrote of 
them, "Their Master (Jesus Christ) has made them believe that they are all brethren."   

 
(continued on last page) 
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  Outreach News                                                                                        
From Lamb of God’s Mission Statement:  Lamb of God 
shares all God’s love in Jesus with each other, for our 

Community and throughout the World. 

Jesus: Know Him, Follow Him, Share Him! 

We have our meetings at 11:15 
am on the second Wednesday 

of each month. We would love 
to have you join us!  
Call Sharon Mahnke  

504-578-7479. 

The Body of Christ! 

WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES!!! 

❖ Enjoy worshipping with Lamb of God members in person at the Sanctuary at 8 am and 10:30 am on 
Sundays. 

❖ Enjoy worshipping with Lamb of God members online with a recorded service each week and 
available to watch anytime. 

❖ Enjoy a Bible Study in the Sanctuary and recorded online each Sunday available to watch anytime. 

❖ Enjoy and in-person Bible study on Thursday mornings at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Center with 
Pastor Jan Case. 

❖ Links to home Bible studies are available on the Lamb of God website at www.logslidell.com  

❖ Check the free items available in the Peace Library. 

Share the above worship opportunities with your friends and family! 

Ronald McDonald House 

Continue to collect your pull tabs at home.  Bring 
them to church and add to the larger donation box. 
In May the church received a “Thank You” note 
from Ronald McDonald House for our donations.   
 

 

Slidell Ladies for Liberty  

This group is resuming packing boxes for 
Slidell soldiers deployed overseas. Our 

collection box is in the Narthex and awaiting 
your donations.  Check out their Facebook 

page “Slidell Ladies for Liberty” or their 
website at www.slidellladiesforliberty.org. 

 

    Community Christian Concern 

Thank you for your wonderful response to CCC. If 

you are attending church in person on Sunday, you 

may bring your pantry item donations with you! 

Please leave them in the collection boxes  

in the Narthex.  

CCC needs food and monetary donations. You can 

access the organization at the following website: 

www.cccslidell.org/donate. 
We will continue to collect CCC items each week 
and deliver on the last Wednesday of the month! 

CCC Does Not Accept Expired Food!  

Please Check Expiration  

Dates Before Donating. 
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 The Broadcast of the Lutheran Hour 

        WWL 870 AM Sunday at 6:30 AM 

 

February 2021 Gospel Readings 

February 7, 5th Sunday After Epiphany 

Mark 1:29-39 
 

February 14, The Transfiguration of Our Lord 

Mark 9:2-9 

 

February 17, Ash Wednesday (10:00 AM) 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

 

February 21, The First Sunday in Lent 

Mark 1:9-15 

 

February 28, The Second Sunday in Lent 

Mark 8:27-38 
 
 

Care Committee News 
 

Please let our elders and care committee chairman 

or the church office know of anyone who has been in 

the hospital, has been ill or has a family death and 

needs a meal so that the care committee can  

extend an offer to help. Anyone interested in  

participating in this service to others can contact 

Jackie Kennedy at 985-640-5400. 

 

Prayer Chain 
 Our prayer chain is always ready to 

receive prayer requests from the congregation, 

friends of the congregation or the community.  Please 

call Jackie Kennedy 985-640-5400 when needed. 

February Schedule 2021 

LOG Bible Study 
Thursdays, February 4, 11, 18, & 25th/10:00 AM! 

Outreach Meeting 

By Email Only! 

LWML Meeting & Bible Study 

Saturday, February 13th at 10:00 AM! 

God of All Comfort 
No meeting until further notice! 

JOY Bible Study 
No meeting until further notice! 

Church Council Meeting 
Monday, February 22nd at 6:30 PM! 

JOY Quilting 

Monday, February 15th at 9:00 AM 
Tuesday, February 16th at 9:00 AM 

 

Lamb of God is always looking for  
altar guild volunteers. 

If you are interested, please speak to Lorraine 
Dupre.  

Training will be provided. 
  

Ash Wednesday Service 
February 17th 

10:00 AM 

 
JOY Quilters 

The ladies of JOY have their beautiful quilts for 
sale and on display in the Fellowship Hall with 

prices listed on them. 

It you are interested in purchasing any of them, 
please speak to any of the ladies of JOY.  Your 

payment can be made with check (please make 
check out to JOY) or cash to any of them or call 

the church office at 985.847.1877.  

If paying with cash, we ask that you please leave 
your name with it. Thank you.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 2 

 

3 4 
LOG Bible Study 

(10:00 AM) 

 
Call Committee 

Meeting 
via Zoom 
(6:30 PM) 

5 6 

7 8 9 10 
Outreach  
Meeting 

(11:15 AM to 
1:00 PM) 

11 
LOG Bible Study 

(10:00 AM) 
 

Call Committee 
Meeting 
via Zoom 
(6:30 PM) 

12 13 
LWML Meeting  
& Bible Study  

at LOG 
(10:00 AM) 

14  15 

 
JOY Quilting 

(9:00 AM) 

16 

Office Closed! 

 
JOY Quilting 

(9:00 AM) 

17 

Service 
(10:00 AM) 

18 
LOG Bible 

Study/Lent 
Worship Service 

(10:00 AM) 
 

Call Committee 
Meeting 
via Zoom 
(6:30 PM) 

19  20 

21  22 
Church Council 

Meeting 
(6:30 PM) 

23 24 
CCC 

Food Delivery 

25 
LOG Bible 

Study/Lent 
Worship Service 

(10:00 AM) 
 

Call Committee 
Meeting 
via Zoom 
(6:30 PM)  

26  27 
Happy  

Birthday, 
Laurie Wogan 

28 

 

The History of Shrove Tuesday! 

Pancake Day, or Shrove Tuesday, is the traditional feast day before the start of Lent on Ash Wednesday. Lent – 
the 40 days leading up to Easter – was traditionally a time of fasting and on Shrove Tuesday,  
Anglo-Saxon Christians went to confession and were “shriven” (absolved from their sins). A bell would be rung to 
call people to confession. This came to be called the “Pancake Bell” and is still rung today. 

Shrove Tuesday always falls 47 days before Easter Sunday, so the date varies from year to year and falls between 
February 3 and March 9. In 2021 Shrove Tuesday will fall on February 16th. 

Shrove Tuesday was the last opportunity to use up eggs and fats before embarking on the Lenten fast and 
pancakes are the perfect way of using up these ingredients. 

The ingredients for pancakes can be seen to symbolize four points of significance at this time of year: 

Eggs ~ Creation, Flour ~ The staff of life, Salt ~ Wholesomeness, and Milk ~ Purity. 

To read more of this article go to: 
https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/Pancake-Day/ 
Written by Ellen Castelow 

https://www.historic-uk.com/HistoryUK/HistoryofBritain/Invaders/
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary League Grant #15 — 
Pre- and Post-Seminary Training for Local Church Workers 

Mission Training Center, Africa — $62,650 

The spreading of God’s Word of salvation in Africa needs well-trained lay workers and pastors. Most congregations 
are led by helpers and evangelists. Others are led by seminary-trained and ordained pastors. Both groups are eager 
for opportunities to study theology in a community that enables them to better serve their congregations.  
Pre-seminary intensive training courses will be provided to over 100 lay leaders in Kenya, Malawi, Tanzania, and 
Uganda through the LCMS Mission Training Center curriculum. Church bodies use the pre-seminary intensive training 
courses program to give their lay leaders a firm theological foundation, and it may also identify men with gifts for full 
seminary training. Currently, the churches are not able to provide their own transportation to the training site, food, 
or lodging. The Pre- and Post-Seminary Training for Local Church Workers mission grant will provide funds to help 
cover the cost of lodging, food, and transportation as they travel to and from their classes. 

For more information, go to www.lwml.org/2019-2021-mission-grant-15. 

 

In many remote villages across East Africa young 
congregations often gather together under trees for worship 
or under makeshift structures of sticks and a tarp. Most often 
the worship services are led by evangelists. 

The Mission Training Center (MTC) program provides 
training for lay leaders and evangelists so that they can lead 
worship. Some of the evangelists have the opportunity to 
attend seminary and become ordained. 

Lenten Bible Study/Worship Service 
Come and join us each Thursday morning in Lent at 10:00 AM for our Lenten Bible Study/Worship 

Service series, entitled “Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain.” Our journey to Calvary begins on Thursday 

February 18th at 10:00 AM and continues on February 25th, March 4th, March 11th, March 18th, March 

25th, and Maundy Thursday on April 1st. 

Our Maundy Thursday Bible Study/Worship will include Holy Communion. Our Lenten series journey will 

be led by Pastor Case. Bring a friend and ponder anew what the Almighty can do and has done, through 

Jesus, the Lamb of God. 
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General Giving for December 2020 

General Giving for 2020 Expenses for 2020 Surplus (deficit) for 2020 

December 2020 — $27,910.00 $10,836.62  $17,073.38 

Jan. — Dec. 2020 — $232,452.62 $137,163.97  $95,288.65 

If anyone would like a copy of the Portals of 

Prayer from Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 

please look in the Narthex in our reading 

section.  You can also, get them online from your 

Google Playstore! Thanks.  

For we are his  

workmanship, created in  

Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them.  
Ephesians 2:10 

Join us every Sunday at Lamb of God for 

our regular services at 8:00 AM & 10:30 

AM in the Sanctuary or visit us on our 

website at www.logslidell.com for a recorded 

service. 

Lamb of God  
Worship Schedule 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not 

arrogant or rude.  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes 

all things, endures all things.  

1 Corinthians 13:4,7 

11—Eddie & Madeline Andres 

14—Jack & Pat Vickers 

Anniversaries Birthdays 

9—Gerri Martin  

14—Ellen Catarella 

17—Diane Dicke 

22—Peter Bencke 

27—Gene Barousse 

  Jeff Peters 
 Laurie Wogan 

28—Kathryn French 

  

  

  

General Giving for November 2020 

General Giving for 2020 Expenses for 2020 Surplus (deficit) for 2020 

November 2020 — $17,639.00 $11,081.46  $6,557.54 

Jan. — Nov. 2020 — $204,542.62 $126,327.35  $78,215.27 
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(continued from first page) 

        “While it seems that the exchange of "valentines" is more the result of secular custom rather than the memory of St. 
Valentine, and that the celebration has been further paganized with cupids and the like, there is a Christian message that 
should be remembered. The love of our Lord, depicted beautifully in the image of His most Sacred Heart, is a sacrificial, 
self-less, and unconditional love. Such is the love that each Christian is called to express in his own life, for God and 
neighbor. Clearly, St. Valentineno matter which one showed such a love, bearing witness to the faith in his dedication as a 
priest and in the offering of his own life in martyrdom. On this Valentine's day, looking to the example of this great saint,  
each person should offer again his love to the Lord, for only by doing so can he properly love those who are entrusted to 
his care and any other neighbor. Each person should again pledge his love to those loved ones, praying for their intentions, 
promising fidelity to them, and thanking them for their love in return. Never forget Jesus said, "This is my commandment: 
love one another as I have loved you. There is no greater love than this: to lay down one's life for one's friends" (Jn 15:12-
13). St. Valentine fulfilled this command, and may we do the same.”  (Father William Saunders is pastor of Our Lady of 
Hope parish in Potomac Falls, Virginia.) 

 Concentrate on the love of God through Jesus Christ.  This love was shown in the fact that Jesus was sent by God 
to die on the cross.  It was this love of God the Father that caused Jesus to die in our stead.  This is the love of Jesus that 
came to save a "wretch like me", this amazing love found in God's amazing grace. 

 Jesus tells the disciples on the last night he spent with them before his death that we “love each other as I have 
loved you.”  This is the call of the Church by our Savior Jesus Christ.  When the world sees how we love one another we 
may be able to win lost souls as did the early church.  As the pagan Romans noticed the love Christians shared with 
themselves (and even to the pagans) it changed the world.  May God grant us that people in our modern 21st Century 
would see us love each other and say, “Look how they loved each other.”  By such a witness we could win the lost souls 
of our pagan world. 
 
Blessings…Pastor Carl – Happy Valentine’s Day! 

 

 

 

Call Committee 
Dear Lamb of God Church Family, 

Pastor Andy Noble informed us that after many conversations with family, friends, and ministers that 
“God was making it clear that He wasn’t finished with me yet at Bethlehem Church and School.” He 
spent a lot of time on his knees in prayer before making what he called a “very tough decision.” He 
expressed his gratitude to the members who opened their arms to him and his beautiful family on 
his two day visit and thanked us for allowing him to explore the possibility that one day he might be 
sole pastor of his own church.  

While we are disappointed, we are not discouraged as we know that with Patience, Prayer, and 
Purpose we will continue to seek with Hope and Love, God’s will for our church family and 
community. For we know that “all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to His purpose.” Romans 8:28 

Your call committee is resuming its weekly Zoom meetings on Thursdays at 6:30 PM. Please keep 
the committee in your prayers as well as our district leaders who are guiding the process. If you have 
any questions or input, don’t hesitate to call me or any member of the call committee. 

Blessings to you all, 

Cathy Henderson, Call Committee Chairman 

 

 


